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I.) Intro.

As we saw last week God has a clear & simple plan to reach the world. It involves a threefold plan:

· The Spirit of God

· The Word of God

· The servant of God

We were looking at the “Spirit’s preparation” as seen in the “servant of God”  as well as His work in the “seeker of God”. Folks, I’m sure all of us can remember those classes we took in school where what we learned has no application in our lives today. But in Christ there are no wasted lessons every day is an opportunity for us to grow in the Spirit’s preparation. 


The other day I watched a  boxing match between a young & inexperienced fighter & a one-time world champion. Prior to the fight all the experts were solidly predicting a loss for the young fellow who had very few amateur bouts & only a handful of professional ones, (none of them had gone past the 4th round). The fight was anything but predictable as the young man deservedly won a unanimous 12 round decision. Afterward they interviewed him to find out how he accomplished the victory his reply spoke to my heart, “I trained to go the distance & I followed my managers advise!” I’m reminded of Paul’s words to the Corinthian’s “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” Hey, how about it, are you training to go the distance & following your managers advise? If we are to be at all successful in reaching the world we will need to do both.   

II.) Vs. 30-36 The Word’s penetration

Vs. 30 At the Spirit’s prompting Philip is seen running up the chariot & when he gets up close to it he hears the Eunuch reading Isaiah. Now, look at Philip’s question closely, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He does not say, “What’s ya reading?” So? Well that tells us that Philip knew the portion of scripture as it was being read. For the Word to be effective in non-believers it needs to be effective in the heart of the servant of God as well! You see God has supplied to great gifts to bring people into the knowledge of Him, The Word of God & teachers. Now I can draw two important points from this:

a. Philip knew enough of the Word of God to meet the seeker where he was.  Paul exhorted the young pastor Timothy by saying, “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” I was challenged this year at the pastor’s conference when Jon Courson shared the Word of God was his hobby. A hobby is something that you look forward to & enjoy spending your time doing. So how about it, is God’s Word your hobby?  

b. Philip was excited about the opportunity. (He ran to him.) Look at this, the Holy Spirit sends him out into the middle of no where then tells he to draw near to the chariot. So Philip says, “Yeh sure thing Lord I’ll take care of it, left a big ministry in Samaria for a stupid chariot in the desert, but I’m right on it!” God say’s “Go” & Philip goes. God says, “Go near” & Philip runs! Hey, brothers & sisters, is their enthusiasm in your opportunity to serve the Lord or do you look at the Sunday school list the day before & say, “Darn got to teach in Sunday school?” I’ve got to tell you this action of Philip brings conviction to my heart. The opportunity God has given you to share His word ought to pump you up. This stuff cranks me up man & I can’t believe it some times that He gives me the opportunity to share it with you all!

Vs. 31 This is an amazing profession from the Eunuch don’t you think. I mean you are.

· In the middle of no where 

· Seeking truth

· Frustrated in what you seen in Jerusalem

· Not understanding what you’ve been reading 

Do you see where I’m going with this? Have you ever been there in your attempt to comprehend something? Come on now your trying to program the VCR & you have even gotten so desperate that your now reading the manual they supplied for you. It’s hot, your tired & frustrated when your 9 year old comes up & says, “What’s you doing?” “Trying to set the clock on the tape machine!” “Do you understand how to do it?” “No, dear sweet little child why don’t you come over here & share with me how to do it right you LITTLE SNOT!” Remember that this guy was the 2nd highest leader in his country. This is huge as it reveals the hunger of his heart.


Folk’s may I make an observation that may apply to some of you? Don’t get all-proud if you are reading your Bible’s because if you are not UNDERSTANDING what you read then it’s not doing you any good. But instead of denying your struggle come & seek out someone to guide you! This is why God has placed teachers to explain the Bible within the body of Christ. Oh & buy the way where do you think teachers learned the Word? I can tell you from seeking out those who could explain it to them!

So the Eunuch invites Philip to come up & explain the Word he had just been reading. Now Luke has already recorded for us in verse 25 a threefold way in which the Word of God should be explained to those who lack understanding.

Peter & John we are told, “testified and preached the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.”

1. Testified:  That is they shared their experience with the Word in their lives. Simply put they spoke of what Jesus had done for them. Hey, you don’t know much scripture yet? Well, share what you do know, how He has changed your life! 

2. Preached the word of the Lord: Now the word “preached” here is an unfortunate translation, as the word really means to “speak or talk”. So here is another way you can help a person who does not understand the Bible “speak the Word of the Lord” to them. Gave out the Word! This is why we at Calvary Chapel go verse by verse through the Bible just giving out the Word to you! 

3.  Preaching the gospel: Here the word used is the one where we get our word “evangelize” & it means to declare or proclaim. You see it’s more authoritative. But look at what is authoritative, “good news”! Hey, you ought to be authoritative on “good news”. Can you imagine the state going up to the fellow, who just won the 141 million dollar lottery & saying, “Hey you might have just won the lottery!” No way they preached the “good news” to him & then they told him that over ½ of it was going back to the government. 
Vs. 32-33 Now as you read on down to verse 35 we are told that “Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture.” Do you get that? Philip did not say, “Cool verse bud, but let me show you this verse!” No he started right where the Eunuch was at. The fact that we are again told in verse 35 that Philip “preached Jesus to him”, tells us that Philip had to interpret or explain the passage to him. Now as you go to that verse back in Isaiah 53 & read those 12 verses in the chapter & they are clearly speaking about Jesus the Lamb of God & they were written 100’s of years prior to Jesus fulfilling them. 

Vs. 34 The Eunuch had enough understanding to question the given interpretation of the day which is as he asks Philip:

a. himself 

b. or of some other man

You see Isaiah had died at the hands of the religious leaders, so some thought he spoke  of himself; while others claimed that it was a reference to one of the other prophets. Today the Rabbis like to say that it speaks of the nation it’s self, but they have always had a hard time seeing that the Messiah Jesus would suffer & die by their own hands. Yet in Zech. 12:10 the prophet proclaims that one day that they, “will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.” 

Vs. 35 Wow, look at this verse, “Then Philip opened his mouth, ….preached Jesus to him.” That tells me that Philip was a great listener I mean he waited until the Eunuch asked the question & then Philip made sure that he did not preach his pet doctrine or himself. No, he preached Jesus to him! Notice that Philip does not tell him what to do instead he tells him what God has done for him! It is only after the Eunuch asks about baptism that Philip responds. 

Lets look at several insights that Philip gives us as he opens his mouth & shares Jesus to the Eunuch:

1. Vs. 26 PRAYERFULLY: Though it does not say this specifically it is safe to say that Philip’s sharing Jesus was bathed in prayer. I mean everything was instigated as the Spirit moved him along. Before you go & open your mouth to share Jesus, might I suggest you open your mouth to the Lord?  

2. Vs. 27, 29 OBEDIANTLY: Obviously when the Lord said go Philip went & as the Lord said speak Philip spoke. Hey, folks your coworkers are never going to hear about Jesus unless you obey, go & open your mouth. 

3. Vs. 30 BOLDLY: Remember that this was a high government official with a big entourage. Now it’s one thing to approach some guy by himself that is on the same station of life as you are & quite another thing to go up to the head of the company you work for & start sharing Jesus with them. 

4. Vs. 31, 35 PLAINLY: Philip made sure that he did not make this complicated, so he just spoke Jesus to him. The Eunuch needed a guide not a know it all. A good guide is one that leads you discover the truth for yourself! So Philip explained & brought him to the place where he saw Jesus as who Isaiah was speaking of. So how did Philip accomplish this?

a. Vs. 35 “beginning at this Scripture”: CENTER ON THE WORD OF GOD. Philip centered his message around truth not opinions or experiences. Philip heard him read aloud & brought him to the truth contained in those verses & went on from there. 

b. Vs. 35 “preached Jesus”: CENTERED ON JESUS. Hey, when Philip opened his mouth it was to point the Eunuch to Jesus & not to his Church in Samaria or some new program. 

c. Vs. 36 “What hinders me from being baptized?” CENTERED IT AROUND A RESPONSE. Philip made sure that at the end of his guiding the Eunuch through the Word of God centered upon Jesus that he had an opportunity to respond to the promises of God! When we share with a person we need to do so in away that invites them to want to go the way of trusting in Jesus. I mean that is the aim or goal of our sharing even if the person we are sharing with is a Christian we still want them to trust Jesus in their lives. 

III.) Vs. 37-40 The servant’s presentation

Vs. 37a Some of the manuscripts don’t have this verse in them but I still think that Philip must have said something like this. After all He had just been duped into Simons profession. Even though the Eunuch was ready to open identify himself with Jesus Philip wanted to make sure that he understood exactly what he was doing. 


Now I’ve got to say that this impresses me, why? Well because all to often today we well meaning evangelicals are so desperate to get folks to respond to the gospel that we just want them to pray the sinner’s prayer & notch our spiritual belts. Hey, Philip wanted to make sure that the Eunuch’s request was anchored in the move of the Holy Spirit upon his heart & not the convincing intellectual argument. Is it possible for us to win the argument & lose the sole? The devil will allow faith in the head as long as it’s not truth in the heart! Now the word heart here refers to the center of our emotion, intellect & will. Paul said to the Corinthians “We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know. But if anyone loves God, this one is known by Him.” You get it? Faith in the head must come to fruition as truth in the heart. 

Now you will notice several things that are associated with true conversion:

a. Vs. 36-37 FAITH: The Eunuch’s response shows a willingness to trust Jesus to the point of verbally saying that he will submit his life to Him.

b. Vs. 37 CONFESSION: Notice the absolute conviction in the Eunuch’s statement. Its not, “I think He might be God like.” No it’s “I’m putting my absolute trust in Him because He alone is God the Son!”. You see it’s not Jesus plus anything, it’s Jesus & Him only!   

c. Vs. 38 OBEDIANCE: Faith & confession led to obedience. Faith & confession that does not lead to obedience in our lives is not salvation! You see baptism is an outward sign of an inward reality. Now think of this in light of the fact that he is the 2nd most important leader in his nation & he is with his entourage. It is like you getting baptized before all of the people who are under you at work. Let me press this point a bit, if there has been no change in your behavior & you are a professing believer then you might want to rethink what you have done. The gospel is exclusive by its very nature & if you have truly responded then you are not going to be the same. Paul said, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

d. V. 39 JOY: Immediately there was the fruit of the Spirit in his life, joy! In other words there was a clear example of change in his life. The Eunuch went back that 200 miles rejoicing in the Lord. He came searching & he left found! 

Vs. 39-40 So what happened to these two? 

a. Well we are told that the Eunuch saw Philip no more & Church history tells us that he went back to his own country of Ethiopia (Sudan) where he started a Church & helped reach his country for Jesus. Now what’s radical is that he did so with out:

· The Bible, accept for Isaiah

· Professional’s

· Marketing plans

No, he had only what God had given him & you know what that’s all you & I ever have. Remember what Jesus say’s in Luke 12:48, “For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.” You see each of you have more then what God used to reach the nation of Ethiopia. 

b. Philip we are told is “caught away by the Spirit of the Lord”. Now the word “caught away” is the same one as in 1 Thess. 4:17 where we are told by Paul that, “We who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” In Latin the word is translated into the word where we get our word “rapture”. So was this a rapture or catching away of Philip some 20 miles away to Azotus? Well to be honest I’m not sure. You can read it this way if you want & I have no problem with the Lord doing that. But neither does it have to be read that way. I have been so full of the joy of the Lord upon having Him use me that I have missed turn off’s & time has passed by like nothing. 

What I do find interesting is that according to these verses Philip does not go back to Samaria instead he heads up the coast until he comes to Caesarea, which is still by the sea. And it is here that we know according to Acts 21:8 that he made his home. Now when Donna & I were in Israel a year ago I can sea why he made it his home as it was a beautiful port town right on the Mediterranean Sea, no doubt he liked the surfing! So As he goes Philip preaches in all the cities along the way & guess who is going to come in again & reap the benefit of Philips preaching? Well in Acts 10 it will be Peter as he is staying at Simon the tanners house n Joppa when, (after having a vision from the Lord), receives an invitation by Cornelius the centurion to go to Caesarea. So you can again see Philip serving the work of the Lord. I love to see how God works like this don’t you? Paul would later comment on this very thing by saying, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.” May we, follow the Spirit’s of God, allowing the Word of God to change us, the servants of God.   
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I.) Intro.

At the request of my doctor I went to see a dietitian recently who told me all the things I am no longer suppose to it. Now, I know that what she said was truth & I know that what she was saying is for my benefit & not hers, but still it has been difficult for me so far to change my eating habits. You see I happen to like dairy products & pastries, even though they are not good for my health. It got me to think about how difficult it is for us to change in any area from what we like to what we disliked! Take your sport’s teams; if you are a Dodger’s fan & have always been then it is next to impossible for you to become a Giant’s fan. Or if you have always liked Target & disliked Wal-Mart you will not switch. You see we human’s do not like change or conversion, we resist it passionately. No place is that more prominent then in the area of what a person believes to be true. A person is not easily converted in any area of their lives especially in the area of what they believe. I admire people who have the fortitude to examine what they hold  as truth. I’ve always believed that if what we say we believe is truth then it can stand examination & if it can not stand the examination then it is not truth. I’ve applied this principal to my faith in Jesus & have never been disappointed by what I have found. In fact quite the opposite, I’ve always grown more in love with God & His Word then before. We have before us today an opportunity to look at one of the most remarkable conversions ever recorded. It is my prayer that in looking at Saul’s change that perhaps we to will look at what we believe & follow as truth even if it means that we have to stop eating donuts!

II.) Vs. 1-9 The causes of conversion

Now this is the first of three times Paul’s testimony is recorded for us in Acts, (22:1-26 at Paul’s defense on the steps of the Antonia fortress in Jerusalem & Acts 26:4-18 before Herod Agrippa II in Caesarea.) Paul will become one of the greatest Christians that have ever lived but that is not the way he started out. No, in fact he started out as the greatest enemy the early church had seen. In Philip. 3:4-9 Paul describes his life before Jesus this way, “If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith.” 

· By birth a Jew

· By citizenship a Roman

· By education a Greek

· BY GRACE A CHRISTIAN

What happened? What brought such a change in Paul? Was this change brought about by his search for the meaning of life? Was it set up by some tragic event & he was looking for a easy way out of? Was he some how dissatisfied with his own religion that he went searching for something else? Not that those can’t be the answer for some, they are simply not the answer here! Before we can look at the causes of conversion we need to rule out what were NOT the causes of conversion!

Vs. 1-2 Luke sets the story of Paul’s conversion up by showing where his heart was. You will recall that in Acts 8 we were introduced to Saul with these words, “Now Saul was consenting to his (Stephen’s) death. At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison.” In his own testimony Paul describes his actions prior to his conversion this way in chapter 22, “I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the strictness of our fathers' law, and was zealous toward God as you all are today. I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women.” Further more in Acts 26 he says, “I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. And I punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme.” 

Now we are told that he is, “still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord.” Do you see that? 

· Paul was not looking for a change of his faith, he was looking to persecute the Faith! His opposition was growing against Christianity. 

a. We know this because at first we see him just consenting to Stephen’s death.

b.  Then after Stephen’s death we are told that he made, “havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison.”  

c. Then he graduates to, “persecuting this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women.”  

d. Next he tells us that he, “punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme.” 
e. Finally, Paul reveals that he became, “being exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities. While thus occupied, as I journeyed to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests.” His purpose in going to Damascus was, “to bring in chains even those who were there to Jerusalem to be punished.” 

You get this? 

· Paul was not searching for truth he believed he possessed it to the degree that he was hunting down the opposition & having run out of them in Jerusalem he is now ready to travel 140 miles to find some more! 

· Vs. 3 His discovery of Jesus had nothing to do with his quest & it had everything to do with God hunting him down. Do you see that? Paul is traveling towards Damascus & he is almost there ready to arrest Christian’s when he himself becomes arrested. It was if you will sudden & unexpected. 

Now I realize that this flies in the face of what many of us expect when speaking of how we became Christian’s. 

· Here’s my point: The journey to Jesus varies greatly but the transformation is the same. Perhaps you have always had some belief in Jesus & later on gradually it becomes solid. Or maybe you had a traumatic event in your life that caused you to seek comfort or some answers. Or maybe your like Paul you hate Christianity & you take every opportunity you can to make the little do gooders life miserable. The journey is not as important as the destination! God has & does use as many different things as there are people to bring them to the truth of His Son. 

Ok then what led Saul, (Paul), to faith in Jesus & how does that relate to my situation? 

Now this may blow your minds a bit but this is Paul’s testimony of what happened so hang on:

1. Vs. 3 CONTACT: “suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me.” Conversion is always the result of a human being coming in contact with the true & living God! Paul is heading full steam ahead in full belief that what he was doing & the reason for it was based upon truth. When all of the sudden not because of anything to do with him God revealed himself to Paul. Paul had a encounter with God. Now with that said let me trip you out further as scripture says that, “He gives to all life, breath, and all things. And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and have our being.” So in other words God has been wanting to reveal Himself to you all along, so much so that He has been right next to you all along. Christianity is not about some intellectual pursuit & mental gymnastics. The circumstances of your contact with Him maybe quite difference but if you are a Christian here today you are one because He made contact with you. Not buying it? Remember John 3:16-17? “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.” Do you see that? Jesus says that His coming into the world was based upon love & that those whom He came into contact would believe on Him & by saved to everlasting life! Without this no person becomes a Christian! In fact nothing had brought about conversion in Paul, not all of his learning, not even perhaps the teaching of Jesus or the preaching of Stephen all they had done was increase his resolve against the truth instead of for it. No it’s not until he has contact from God that Paul becomes a Christian. Now I like the fact that at this time Christianity was being called “The Way”. In fact 6 times in Acts this term is used to describe those who had been converted. You see when God makes contact with humans & they follow Him it always changes the WAY they live! More on that a little latter. 

2. Vs 4-5a COVICTION: “he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” Paul thought all along that he was defending God & in so doing he was persecuting those who went against the truth. Instead Jesus asks Paul to search his heart, “What are you doing Paul & why are you doing it?” Despite his sincerity, zeal & since of following God’s will, Jesus asks him, “What is behind what you are doing, what’s your motive!” Oh don’t miss this because most of the world holds this dearly, believing that what matters the most in truth is that we hold it with great passion. But in one short encounter Jesus asks not whether he believed what he was doing was right but why was he doing it! Further more in verse 5 in Jesus 2nd question to Paul it is evident that for some time he had been resisting the conviction upon his own heart. You see a goad is a sharp metal prod at the end of a stick that a farmer would use on a young ox to help guide him. For an ox to kick against the goad would be to further inflict pain upon it’s self. “Paul I’ve been guiding you to myself & instead of you seeing Me you have been doing injure against your own self.” How foolish we are to resist the work of God in drawing to himself, but we do we resist the work of the Holy Spirit. To the revelation of God to mankind comes the need for us to respond. I believe that is the greatest quest any human can go on & it starts with this question, “Who are You, Lord?” This question reveals conviction does it not? 

3. Vs. 5b–6 CONVERSION: “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads. So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Paul learns several important things right here that leads to his conversion.

a. He learns that Jesus whom he believed was dead was alive. Paul had thought it ridicules that anyone believe that a dead man who had died a criminals death on a tree which was a sign of being cursed could be the Messiah. But with this new revelation Paul finds out that Jesus became the cure for the curse of the earth. 

b. He learned that what God had for man was a relationship & not a religion. Though Paul persecuted the Church Jesus was forever connected with the Church through a relationship.

c. He learned that no amount of religious zeal could change the truth of God & in the end to resist Him was futile. 

  Folks, conversion does not take place without these words, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Have a person get saved & their life is not right they are living together or something. When they find out that this contrary to what God’s word says they will respond, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Find out as a Christian that some behavior of yours is not what God intends for you & what is the response we must have? “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Wherever true conversion is at you will always find these words in the heart of the one converted. It will not matter what it is if you or I is converted we will always respond the same. You see I became a Christian 20 years ago & I did not treat my wife as Jesus would & I knew it. So I asked Him “Lord, what do You want me to do?” There are far to many folks who would have Him to be their savior but not their Lord. Folks, He is no savior unless He is Lord & if He is Lord then that means you are no longer in that position. My life no longer is my own! 

4. Vs. 6b-9b CHANGE:  There is no conversion without change. How humbling most of this had been for Paul, he had come on a mission to arrest & put to death Christians. Instead Christ had arrested him & he had died to self. The first sign of this is that Paul has to obey the Word & follow what Jesus says. You see he humbly submitted which shows already a heart of change. For three days he stayed in a strangers house pondering what had happened to his life.

So there you have the Paul’s conversion, how about it have you had an encounter with the living God that brought about conviction which led to conversion which has now led to change? Look out over the history of the Church & you will see those four things over & over again. You see I’m here today not because I figured out the truth, no I’m here today because God in His great love for me in just the right time revealed His Son to me. And 20 years ago I came under conviction of the truth of Who He is & this led to me acceptance of Him as my Lord, which led to a change in my life!    

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

II.) Chp. 8:5-12 “Witnesses in Judea and Samaria”
Chp. 8:5-9:31 Out of the comfort zone

9:9-19a

“From big shot to basket case (part a)”

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs.  9-19a The consequences of conversion

I.) Intro.

Several weeks back I said that every conversion to Christ has three important aspects to it:

· The Spirit of God

· The Word of God

· The servant of God

You will not be able to find a person in heaven that has not been personally touched by each of these three. Now with that said I have no problem in saying that the weakest link of these three is the servant of God. Paul speaking to the Roman’s says, “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” But just prior to saying this he said, “how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” How does one become a servant of God? I mean we have seen Stephen, Philip & today we shall see Ananias, but just what is the process that transforms human beings into useful instruments in the hands of the Spirit of God for use in bringing the Word of God? Well fasten your seatbelts the answer my surprise you! Because it is not education, experience or personal enterprise but rather failure. It is often the things that we look back on as our biggest disappointments in life that qualify us as His servants. I started to listen to a tape by a fellow Calvary pastor who quoted the top 10 ways that you know that you are pastoring a small church, here are the top seven:

1. When the pastor’s wife is sick attendance has dropped by 25%

2. To distribute communion you say, “Will the usher please come forward.”

3. Your first visitor in months comes when five families are missing & your teaching on tithing.

4. The pastors favorite Bible verse is “Where two or three are gathered together.”

5. When the Phone # for the pastor & the Church is the same.

6. When you need to speak to the worship leader, Sunday school coordinator, & Church treasure all after the service but you can’t because your wife stayed home sick.

7. When you count pregnant women in attendance figures as two instead of one. 

Now we can all laugh at these but the truth is that it hurts. I can still remember the days when all that showed up at the dance studio for Sunday morning was the Shcroders & my family. This past Thursday in the Bible study in Mariposa all that showed up was Jim, Dell & myself. We had a great time but there was a time when that would have crushed me. All of this is vital in the making of a servant of the Lord, as it brings you to the end of self.  

II.) Vs.  9-19a The consequences of conversion

Vs. 9 I find it interesting that, right on the heals of meeting the Lord, Paul experiences personal humility. In all his years of life he had been operating in pride but really he was in darkness. So the Lord strips him of himself & he has to be led to a house where he sits in the dark & does not eat or drink for three days. Man don’t you think that was a great time of personal reflection & brokeness? It was a time where Paul was taking inventory of his life & all his accomplishments. In his letter to the Philippians’ he recalls them this way; “If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus.” Do you see that? Paul in some strangers house blind sitting there realizing all that he counted as important mile stones, things that made up how he felt about himself he realized were worthless. In fact he says they were nothing more then a manure pile!  


Hey have you ever taken stock of your lives accomplishments? Do you ware them proudly around. Would you be nothing if they were taken from you? What are we if what we identified with, apart from Christ, is taken from us? Now what’s cool is that during this time of darkness Jesus was imprinting Himself upon the heart of Paul. You see Paul had been so full of himself that the image of Jesus could never take. So the Lord has striped him of the confidence he had in himself, & there on the road to Damascus Jesus has exposed his heart to the Light of the glory of God in the person of Jesus.

In Matt. 11:28-29 Jesus says, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” All of the Christian life is divided into two stages of development seen in these verses.

a. “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”: This is how we become Christians we come to Him, as He has revealed Himself to us. There are not words added to this like, “when you get your act together.” No, you come to Jesus right where you are with all your problems & He promises he will give your heart rest.

b. “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” You become a Christian by “coming to Jesus” but you learn to walk by “taking His yoke upon you & following Him.” A yoke is a piece of wood that hitch’s up two oxen to pull a load. So if we are to take His yoke means that we are to submit to His leadership, His Lordship over our lives. Folk’s we will not begin to live the Christian life until we do this. 

Vs. 10 Here we have a great example of a man who was willing to take Christ’s yoke upon him, Ananias. Now what do we know about this servant of the Lord? All we are told of him in this passage here is that he was a “certain disciple”. Well in Acts 22 as Paul retells his conversion story he describes him as, “a devout man according to the law, having a good testimony with all the Jews who dwelt there.” So God sends not a apostle, evangelist, pastor or deacon to Paul, no he sends an everyday common ordinary believer. Is that not great? Folks, God is not looking for “big shots” just folks who will follow & obey.

Vs. 11-12 Here is where it gets interesting. God gives Ananias a vision at the same time Paul is having one but lets take a look at the information the Lord gives to Ananias.

a. He tells him when to go: “Arise & go” 
b. He tells him where to go: “to the street called Straight & inquire at the house of Judas.”

c. He tells him what to do:  “…put your hands on him so he might receive his sight.”

d. He even tells him who:  “Saul of Tarsus.” 

Don’t you always want this kind of information from the Lord when you are praying? But there is one piece of information that the Lord did not give him, “why”. 

Vs. 13-14 Why would the Lord ask Ananias on this suicide mission? It is kind of like wondering why kamikazes wore helmets & mean what’s the point! Immediately we see that Ananias was not so thrilled with the new direction the Lord was sending him in. In all of the information that the Lord gave Ananias there is one thing that He did not tell him specifically, THAT SAUL IS NOW PAUL BECAUSE HE HAS BEEN CHANGED. Can you imagine what was going on in the mind of Ananias as he had heard the Word of the Lord? You see according to Ananias conversation with the Lord here Saul was notorious; they knew all about his persecuting Christians in Jerusalem, they had even heard how he had gotten the paper work to come to Damascus to do the same. Let me put Ananias thoughts into the way I would have said this. “Let me get this straight Lord, You want me right this moment to get up & go into a guy’s house I’ve never met, put my hands on the number one Christian killer in the world who so happens to be blind so that he can see who it was that just prayed in the name of Jesus that he might receive his sight.” “Lord, You are God, & I my life does belong to you & you did say that he has been praying & all but are You sure of this?” All the Lord said was he has been praying that was the only indication that Saul had been changed. By the way this is the first time in the N.T. that Christians are called “saints” & you now what they are done so with out the Popes blessing, without any miracles. No they are saints because God says so!  

Vs. 15-16 But the Lord had made no mistake. It is interesting to note what Ananias’ name means in light of this mission he was being sent on. If you guessed, “protected by God” you got it right. Is that not irony at it’s best? Now the reply from the Lord would have helped a great deal as Ananias learns, even before Paul knows that the Lord has plans for him. Now the word of the Lord about Paul gives us great insight on how God sees His servants. He calls him a “chosen vessel”, is that not great? Long before there was anything worthy in Paul to chose God calls him a chosen vessel of mine! You see God sees not what we are but what we will become in Him! I like to watch a little show called “Junkyard wars”. Now they take two groups of folks with some complicated plans for some device & have them make it & the team that makes & wins the race or what ever is declared the winner. Last week they had to make dragsters & race them, another time it was a thing that launched pumpkins. But the thing I like is that the show takes place in a junkyard. These folks make things out of junk that work according to the design. That’s what the Lord does with us. “Ruined & broken people is why died on Calvary” the song goes. 


Well Ananias is given the threefold ministry of Paul’s witness:

1. Gentiles: Paul was going to be called to those outside of the Jewish world that he so loved. He was being called to those that worshiped idols. 

2. Kings: He was going to be called to those who were the powerful, mighty & influential people. If you will he was being sent to the Up-n-outs instead of the down-n-outs.  

3. Children of Israel: He was to speak thirdly to his own people. Now Paul is going to spend many years struggling with the order of his call. 

Also note that the Lord says that Paul’s ministry is going to one in which he is going to suffer for Jesus. I find it interesting that the Lord called one who had caused so much suffering to bear so much of it himself. Is this the way of the Lord to pay back what he had put others through? I don’t think so. No I think that Paul used his past failure’s to motivate him to endure the present. In other words Paul came to see as he would say, “our light affliction, which is but for a moment, works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” Why does God allow suffering in the life of the Christian? Turn with me for a moment & look at 1 Cor 13:4-8 in Paul’s definition of love:

“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;

does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.”  Do you see that? Right there in the opening statement “Love suffers long”! Suffering is an activity of love, it is when we don’t envy, don’t parade ourselves, not puffed up, behaving rudely, not seeking our own, that we are loving. But the very act of doing this requires us to suffer in not having what our flesh wants.    

Vs. 17-19 It ought to never cease to move our hearts when we read the words of Ananias to Saul, “Brother Saul”. Here it is Christians you want to know what you can do for your fellow Christians?

a. Identify with them: (Call them your brother or sister) Ananias calls Saul his brother. Hey, no matter what wrong has been done you; no matter what mistakes we have made once there has been repentance was family!

b. Draw near to them: (Demonstrate love towards them) Ananias put his hands on Saul. The human touch has been said to be the greatest instrument of healing ever.

How radical was this to Saul? Three days earlier he had been ready to kill Christians he had hated them. Yeh so? Well when you hate someone what reaction do you expect to receive back? But that is not what Saul received, no he is in a room for there days & in walks his first Christian that could clobber him back, I mean he is blind & all. Instead he hears his name but with a different word in front of it, “Brother”, then he feels the touch of love that releases him from blindness. You want to see the difference between Christianity & all other religions? Well there you have it. What was the out come of Ananias love? “Well it says that, “something like scales” fell from his eyes. Do you get it? Ananias love helped change Saul’s perspective. He had all these prejudices because of pride & they had so warped him that he could not see straight but the touch of the Lord & the touch of the Lord through a servant named Ananias changed his vision for ever. I think that it was most likely Ananias who baptized Saul then cooked & cared for him then introduced him to the other Christians there. Simply put the Church in Damascus acted like it was suppose to! Oh to God that we would become like this.     

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

II.) Chp. 8:5-12 “Witnesses in Judea and Samaria”
Chp. 8:5-9:31 Out of the comfort zone

9:19b-31

“From big shot to basket case (part b)”

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 19b-31 Learning to fail perfectly

I.) Intro.

Long before I was a pastor I was a goldsmith & reading this section of scripture reminds me of my days as an apprentice under the master as I was learning the trade. It seems that Ron, my boss, had a knack at recognizing & developing talent but it was not always easy to find the right people as he looked for two distinct things. 

1. People who had natural talents & abilities.

2. People whom having those abilities had little or no experience.

It is the second one of these two qualities that always amazed me. One-day years latter I asked him why he looked for guys who had little or no experience, you see I thought it would be better to combine talent with experience. Here is what he said, “The problem is not in the learning but rather in the unlearning all the things they think they know. It’s just a lot slower process to convince them that the way they do things is not the right way to do things.” Over the years I have seen the wisdom of those words in many other fields other then jewelry. Why is it so hard to get people to unlearn what they have learned? That’s easy, PRIDE! For a person to relearn something they think they already know they must be convinced there is a better way in spite of how long they have been doing it, or how much treasure, training or tradition they have spent in doing it the old way. In other words we put far to much importance upon experience & not enough upon remaining teachable. So God allows us to remain in our pride & fail until we are ready to learn from the MASTER. That is what is before us today in the story of Paul’s life after becoming a believer.  

III.) Vs. 19b-31 Learning to fail perfectly 

Vs. 19b-21 Now look again at Saul & you we see some powerful truths:

a. Vs. 19 There is a radical change in association: He gets saved & hangs around Christians, then when he finally goes back to those who use to be his buddies he does so to share Jesus with them. I’ve met a lot of folks who profess to be Christians who don’t hang around any of them. Their line usually goes like this, “I don’t have to go to Church to be a Christian!” And that’s true to a point, it’s not going to church that makes you a Christian it’s Jesus that does that but if he has done that then you will want to be around Christians. It’s like being a father & being a Dad you know? Having a child makes me a father but hanging around them & being a part of their lives makes me a Dad! May I be so bold as to say, you are who you hang with! Any professing Christian who prefers the company of the world to the company of the church is most likely still a part of it!  

b. Vs. 20-21 There is a radical change in conversation: I like that immediately he is proclaiming Jesus as God & thus the Messiah. Now Paul has not had time to sort out all of his new theology, but what he does know is that Jesus is who He claimed to be, God the Son. And he does this with great boldness & zeal? Man this must have just blown their minds in fact we are told that they were amazed! Here is the man who had come to destroy all that professed the name that he was now doing. 

Vs. 22  Amazement but not conversion? Here is where we are going to see that we are converted in a moment but change takes a lifetime! In the next 11 verses Luke compacts many years into them so what I’m going to do is fill in the blanks as given else where in scripture. In doing this I pray that you will be encourage in your own life as you will see that failure is what the Lord used to get Paul ready for service! Between verse 21 & 22 we see a big change in Paul found in two different words yet he is doing the same thing in the same city. 

a. Preached: In verse 20 Paul proclaimed the person & work of Jesus & the outcome was amazement. 

b. Proved: Literally this word means to “knit together”. So Paul began to knit together the Word of God so that he could prove the person & work of Jesus to the same group of people & the outcome was that they were confounded. This word confounded is most often rendered confused, but is also sometimes translated, “stirred, uproar or affliction”. Wow, how descriptive is this? Paul’s use of the Word of God left the Jews in Damascus “stirred in a mental uproar”.      

But again notice there is no mention of conversion with his ministry, but still Luke tells us the reason for the change from:

· Preaching that led to amazement 

· Proven teaching that led to confusion 
That kind of sounds like how many of you feel after I teach, “amazed & confused”.

“Saul increased all the more in strength”. Now what Luke does not tell us is what caused Saul to increase all the more in strength or the length of time it took for this change. 

All we know is that something took place between verse 21 & verse 22 that enabled Paul to do more then simply proclaim the truths about Jesus he was now able to prove them. Doing a little Bible investigation will lead you to Gal. 1:15-17. Here we have Paul’s words filling in the time frame of his own growth when he says, “I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter.” 

So in between these two verse is some time (up to three year) that Paul went off into the desert of Arabia where he studied the Word with a new view of how Jesus was in every passage. When he comes back to Damascus he proves the person & work of Jesus. Paul was already a trained scholar now he pours over the scripture seeking out the truth about Jesus, you could say that he was getting his DD. No not his doctorate of divinity but rather his doctorate in the desert! Again Paul is preparing himself for service is this a bad thing? No it’s great, but that does not mean that you will have instant success. Do you ever feel like God owes you something when you are following His formula? I can only say that at times I have. “Lord, I just don’t get it I’m doing everything I can the way you want me to how come it’s still not working out?” 

Vs. 23-25 Not only was the teaching non-effective it led the people to want to kill him. You see Paul had radically switched teams he was irritating his former team mates. So they plot to kill him & start hanging around the gate out of town so that when he would pass through they would kill him. It seems that the believers catch wind of the plot & one of them has a house on the wall & they let him down the wall at night in a large basket. This would not of drawn suspicion as this was the way they got rid of garbage. I wonder if Paul’s lack of success led him to the desert thinking, “Man if I just bone up on the Word for a few years then I’ll be able to prove that Jesus is who He claimed to be.”    


Now I want you to think of this a moment from Paul’s perspective you were one of the leaders of the Jews until you received Jesus, then after you got saved you boldly proclaimed Jesus to your former friends & all this did was make them scratch their heads. So you go out in the desert for 2 to 3 years & study the Word so that you can now prove Jesus is Lord & all this does is make them made enough to kill you. 

Lets see now Paul had all these things going for him:

· Jesus: He had a personal encounter with the Lord & had even heard His voice.

· The power of the Holy Spirit: Verse 17 informs us that the Holy Spirit was not only dwell IN him it was flowing through him. 

· The knowledge of the Word of God: He has t only devoted his life prior to Jesus to the Word of God he has now gone back & looked at those verse from the perspective of the Lord. 

· Boldness: Lastley he has the gumption to put the above three to action.  

That’s a winning combination, so why is there not success? Why is there failure instead? What is missing?

 Well where is Paul using the above combination? Verse 20 tells us in the synagogues. But where was it the Lord had told him to go through Ananias? To the gentiles first! Here where you see Paul is struggling with the same thing you & I do, Lordship. I mean Paul still wants to do things his own way, the way he sees as best. We as Christian’s battle this enemy daily don’t we? Paul’s a Christian but he is struggling with lordship issues. And what happens is that even with a relationship with Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit, with a great knowledge of the Word of God, & boldness to share it? HE FAILS! Ready to win his countrymen to Jesus & show the world what he would do for his new master when bam falls on his face. It’s so bad that his Christian friends have to get rid of him at night like common garbage. Have you ever had an extremely embarrassing moment? Oh I’m not talking about the type of one that is an accident, no I’m talking about the kind of putting your foot in your mouth type. This was the most humiliating experiences in Paul’s life. How do we know? Well he tells us so!

Years later Paul retells this event in Damascus this way; (2 Cor. 11:30, 32-33) “If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern my infirmity.  In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from his hands.”  Did you get that? Paul says that this was his most embarrassing moment. 

But look at how differently Paul sees it years later. Do you see that? Paul says to the Corinthian’s, “You want to know what the most important event in my life after receiving Jesus was? The greatest event in my life after receiving Jesus was the day I failed so bad that they had to lower me out of Damascus in a basket!” That was the beginning of real growth in Jesus in Paul’s life. Let me get this straight pastor the greatest event next to Paul’s conversion was the most humiliating experience in his life. Yeh, that’s what I said. You see that was the beginning of Paul unlearning everything he thought he already knew. Paul would further say in Philip. 3:7-8 “But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” Not only the things he valued prior to Jesus was rubbish but he says, “Yet indeed I also count all things loss!”  That’s present tense, in Jesus now! You see all the things that Paul thought were so necessary to do what God wanted him to do were worthless apart from obedience & total reliance upon God. You see God doesn’t need you & I to do His work. No, He uses us for His service for our benefit not His!  But God is not finished with Paul yet as Luke hint’s at 26.

Vs. 26-30 You see right after being a basket case Paul decides to try to hook up with the rest of the disciples in Jerusalem. His buddies in Damascus have gotten rid of him so he thinks, “I’ll just hook up with the BIG church folks they will be real happy to see me!” Instead they are all-afraid of him & are doubting if he really is a believer. Again Paul’s words in Gal. 1:18-19 fills in the blanks as we are told that after, “fifteen days he could only meet Peter & James, the Lord's brother.” Man, you talk about rejection, “You go & give the gospel & fall on your face so you seek out the leadership to get some comfort & they don’t even want to see you.” Ouch!  

Vs. 27 It’s none other then Barnabas that gets Paul into meets those two. The “Son of encouragement”, that’s what his name means,  hooks Paul up with two of the leadership in Jerusalem. Barnabas has sell them on what Paul has been doing to even get that much time. 

Vs. 28-29 So we pick up the story in this verse where we are told that for those 15 days Paul with the two of them going in & out amongst them. Now I can’t prove it but I kind of think that he was eager to show them that he was made of for Jesus. So what does he do? Well he goes right into one of those synagogue’s where he had heard Stephen a few years earlier winning the debate against him & others & does the same thing that had cost Stephen his life against the Hellenists. And what results does he have this time in front of the leaders of the church? Again they want to kill them & what’s even worse is that the leadership who did not really want to meet with you have to get rid of you & send you away. 

Vs. 30 Now when Paul retells this story in Acts 22:17-21 he says that he went into the temple to pray about this whole seen in Jerusalem. While there in the temple the Lord speaks to him & says, “Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive your testimony concerning Me.” “Paul”, Jesus says, “This is not working out you need to leave now!”  So what does Paul have to say after Jesus advise? Well it might surprise you to read Acts 22: 19-20 as Paul argues with the Lord & say’s “Lord, they know that in every synagogue I imprisoned and beat those who believe on You. And when the blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by consenting to his death, and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.” Here is Paul’s argument, “Hey, look Lord I’m the right guy! Man I’ve studied all about You & I was the guy that argued against you at one time remember?” “You are letting go of a great opportunity by not using me!” But look at what Jesus says in response, “Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.” You see Jesus was trying to get Paul to the end of himself. Oh not for salvation but for sanctification, (set apart). Paul was trying to run his own life as a Christian & getting no where. Brother’s & sister’s here is where it gets real personal for you & I. Ambition & pride have no place in the Christian life they must die! You & I only live to be an instrument of the working of Jesus. Paul needed to learn not just the words of Jesus but the way of Jesus as well when he stated, “Without me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5). What can we do? NOTHING! Oh you may be a big shot in the eyes of the world, everybody may think you are all that but apart from Him all you will do is nothing. It was through these events that Paul began to see that pride & ambition must die, just as everything else had to die on that road to Damascus. You see it will take another 7 years for Saul “the big shot” to die & become Paul “the little man”. Saul who wanted to run the program to Paul who will follow the Lord!      

Vs. 31Now look at the last verse here. A young Paul in the energy of his flesh trying to do what he thinks God wants him to do & all that he is really doing is getting in the way of what God wants to do. So what do they do with him? Well they send him off to Tarsus, gentile country where he will remain for seven to ten more years & we won’t here much of him until Barnabas sends for him. And the Church was blessed to see him go & multiplied. 


So what do we learn from this passage? Well we learn that God does not need us our zeal, our education, our agendas & plans. No, He wants something far more difficult for us to give him, OUR COMPLET HEARTS & LIVES! Lord I’m not going to tell You what I want You to do according to my agenda, Instead It goes back to those first words uttered by Paul when he said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Jesus said it this way in Matt. 11:29, “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” You see Paul had learned about Him now it was going to be time for him to learn FROM Him! So what happens over the next seven years? Well read Phil. 4:13 where he proclaims the essence of John 15:5 when he says to them,  “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

Or go to Gal. 2:20 & read what he tells them where he says; “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” Oh dear Christian if we will just see the work of God getting us to unlearn all that we think that we know we will come to know Him better then we ever thought imaginable & along the way we will turn the world upside down for Jesus!  
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II.) Chp. 8:5-12 “Witnesses in Judea and Samaria”
Chp. 9:32-11:18 Uncommon Peter
9:32-10:8

“Arise & make your bed”

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 32-35 The lame walk

III.) Vs. 36-41 The dead are raised

IV.) Vs. 42-10:8 The blind see

I.) Intro.

As I was preparing this weeks study I came across a statement by John Stott that spoke to my heart. Summing up chapter 10 he said that “The principal subject of this chapter is not so much the conversion of Cornelius as it is the conversion of Peter.” I began to think about that statement in light of my week & this section of scripture that deals with the miracles of Jesus through Peter. As awesome as the work of Jesus is through the servant of his choice perhaps the greater miracle is His continual conversion in the lives of us who have experienced His love & power. In 2 Cor. 3:18 Paul explained this miracle this way, “And all of us have had that veil removed so that we can be mirrors that brightly reflect the glory of the Lord. And as the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like him and reflect his glory even more.” (NLT) 

Several times this week the Holy Spirit has confronted me about my pride & prejudices. As I was out to lunch, one of the brothers told me of an encounter he had with another young Christian from a different Church. As they were getting aquatinted the subject of where they went to Church naturally came up. My friend said that he attended Calvary Chapel to which the other fellow said that he had heard of it & that his pastor speaks very highly of our ministry especially referring to the verse by verse Bible teaching. Now as I was being told this while eating my sandwich I was nearly gagging. You see I don’t think much of the other fellow’s ministry especially his lack of Bible teaching & I have said as much. Now what convicted me was that while I may be teaching the Bible verse by verse this fellow pastor who does not do so was at least applying it! Ouch! Oh how thankful I am to the continual work of the Lord as we are told in Rom. 12:2-3 “do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.”
 

II.) Vs. 32-35 The lame walk

Vs. 32 After having spent several weeks looking at Saul’s conversion & failure we now move back to Peter. Over the next two weeks we are going to focus in on three Peter stories. Hey, you know what I’ve discovered so far looking through the book of acts? Yes this is the continual work of Jesus through His Church, but it is more of a story of His continual work IN His Church. Now that encourages me greatly, because here are Jesus’ men & they are just as prideful & stubborn as I am. The first miracle God does is one of?   

A. MOBILITY: First thing I notice is that since we last saw Peter in acts 8:25, (returning to Jerusalem preaching the gospel in the villages of the Samaritans as he went), he apparently kept up the practice as we are told here that he went through all parts of the country. Peter is being stretched beyond his nationalistic boundaries & it is becoming a practice. He is not sitting in some ivory tower in Jerusalem; no God is getting him to be mobile. Have you ever noticed how easy it is for us to fall into a rut? We go the same way to work day after day; in fact pretty soon we are saying the same things to the same people each day. “How’s it going bud?” Oh you know same old same old, & you?” “Yeh, pounding the old beet man, Yeh well see you tomorrow!" Did you know that the only difference between a rut & a grave is the depth? What’s cool is that God is moving Peter around, oh he is still doing the same work but God is getting him to move to different locations to do it. Folk’s if you find your Christianity boring it’s not God that has made it that way it’s you! You see when we refuse to allow God to work in our lives & stretch us beyond our little boundaries we become stagnate & paralysis sets in. In fact that is what this first miracle that Jesus does through Peter is all about, changing a man from being immobile to activity! 

Vs. 33-34 Here are the facts of the story: God has gotten Peter mobile so that he is even traveling 25 miles away to a village called Lydda (Lida) which is in between Jerusalem & Joppa. Now today if you fly into Israel you will land at Ben Gurion airport & when you walk out of your plane you are in Lydda, which is 11 miles outside of Tel Aviv. And Peter has a different ministry other then preaching to unbelievers; we are told that he is ministering to the saints. While there he runs into a man named (A-nee-us) who we are told has been bed ridden for eight years because he is paralyzed. At the word spoken through Peter this man is instantaneously healed. For eight long years Aeneas has been in a rut, unable to live life as God has intended. He is bed ridden & he is suffering. Doesn’t relate to you? 

Hey, perhaps you came to Church today spiritually much like Aeneas was physically. You’re suffering from a spiritual paralysis & your pew-ridden. There have been things in your spiritual life that you want to accomplish but you just can’t seem to get up & get going. Let’s be honest your in a rut & it’s getting deeper. You have perhaps even given up on the hope of one day feeling motivated to get up. Perhaps you have even begun to doubt the relevance of going to church. I mean you have been spending a lot of time thinking about God, the Bible & Church as it relates to the hereafter & now you are beginning to wonder what you are here after! “Maybe a little church hopping will get me up?” I heard Greg Lourie ask this question on his radio broadcast the other day; “What would Church be like if everyone was just like you?” If everyone had our commitment, would anyone show up?” 

May I just say that it was not feeling or excitement that made Aeneas move? No, it was trusting Jesus! Look at what Peter has to say to us Aeneas’ who have fallen into a spiritual paralysis:

a. “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you.”: Do you see that? Aeneas did not need more & greater Church entertainment to get him up & moving. No, He needs a fresh encounter with Jesus. Man does that ever speak to me. In a Church age where we see spiritual paralysis all around us & the church trying to get folks into this program or that event just so that there is some movement, Peter brings us right back to Jesus! If your Christian experience has become boring than the reason why is that there is not enough of Jesus in it! Peter did not promote himself or anything else as the answer to what kept Aeneas from experiencing the fullness of life, not the answer was & is more of Jesus. Ask our youth, which just came back from camp, who it was that made the camp experience & their Christian life exciting & fresh?  Hear what Paul said in Col. 1:28 “everywhere we go, we tell everyone about Christ. We warn them and teach them with all the wisdom God has given us, for we want to present them to God, perfect in their relationship to Christ.” (NLT). 

b. “Arise and make your bed.”: Hey, I know a lot of mothers who have spoke these very words to their teenagers, but with little or no change! That’s not the case with Aeneas. Peter was saying hey man since you’re made whole you aren’t going to be needing that bed any more! You see Jesus is our motivation & in so being we are going to need to make some changes. Now notices that old Aeneas does not say, “Hey, Peter you know I think I’ll just keep the bed un made just in case!” The reason we feel in this rut to begin with is that we gave ourselves room to do just that! So Peter says get up & get out of the pew! Don’t look for any other motivation then Jesus & then just go on up by trusting in Him. It won’t be long that your Christian experience will be come alive. You will have a complete healing from pew paralysis.

c. “So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.” : So here is the outcome of a person who is no longer paralyzed he has an immediate effect on all that come in contact with him. There is nothing as contagious as a Christian who is excited about their relationship with Jesus. Hey, brother’s & sister’s I don’t know about you but I want people who see me, want to turn to the Lord. Did you notice that it doesn’t say that Aeneas said anything? No, in fact it was that at one time they knew him as “anything but alive Aeneas”. You see you & I have no excuses this morning even if you have been glued to that pew for eight years or more today can be the day you get up & begin again to experience life in Christ as it is meant to be lived! 

III.) Vs. 36-41 The dead are raised

Vs. 36-38 Now we come to the second miracle. In Aeneas you have life but no movement, here you have no life at all. Tabitha or Dorcas as she was known in Greek was a beautiful servant, she was a women full of good works in Christ she had a wonderful ministry of making clothes for the widows in the Church. Her name means Gazelle & when you think of a Gazelle you automatically think of grace & beauty! That was what Dorcas was all about, but suddenly unexpectedly her service is interrupted, she fell sick & died. 

Some times we are like Aeneas, alive but immobile there is no spiritual progress. Other times we have had great spiritual progress. God’s grace is seen & demonstrated but something unexpected has come into our lives that has caused death to come in instead. Now instead of the fruit of the Spirit we have coldness & a hard heart, we have become indifferent, & bitter, in fact we smell of death. That is what had happened to Dorcas physically she was cold, her heart was hard there was the smell of death. Circumstances had come upon her life that took away all the grace & love that was her life in Christ. Folk’s there are some people here perhaps like that right now! Oh you may blame it on something or someone but it’s true, life has gone out of you & you are in need of a miracle. I picked up an E-mail the other day that spoke about the things you learn as you are  getting older. Here are a few of them:

· You started out with nothing, & you still have most of it left.

· You can’t remember ever becoming absent minded.

· You finally have your head together, but now your body is falling apart.

This now in, “Life is officially unfair!” The question I have for you has this taken the life away from you? Have grumping, & bitterness replaced grace & beauty ? Perhaps you can relate to what a reporter said after hearing of former president Calvin Coolidge’s death, she simply asked, “How could you tell?”  

Vs. 39-41 Now look at Peter he is available to serve ready to go where ever the need was. And when he gets there all the widows, holding up the clothes that she had made them, greet him. You the evidence is there of her past fruitfulness lives have been transformed by her ministry but death has taken it away. Look specifically at what Peter does here:

a. Vs. 40 “Peter put them all out” : Do you see that? All of the past no matter what good had been done in Christ needed to be put outside. Oh, how many times I have ran into those who are dead spiritually & they start out by saying all the things they use to do for Jesus. They wave the clothes they made in Jesus, you know. Folk’s all of the great things done in Christ full of grace & beauty won’t have any bearing upon your condition now. In fact they were a hindrance. Why? Well because we often use our past successes as reason to stay in our present condition. Paul put it this way, “Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

b. “knelt down and prayed.” : There has to be a humility & a surrender to the Lord in prayer. Life had been interrupted by death & the only way to get life back was by humility & dependence upon the Lord. 

c. And turning to the body he said, "Tabitha, arise.": Oh don’t miss this, he turned to the body the “flesh” & said its grace that brings life! It’s not past works or self effort, no it’s by come to him where you are & trusting Him afresh! 

Vs. 41 Don’t you love the beauty of this passage as life comes back into her she sees Peter a brother who was demonstrating dependence upon the Lord & not self & that gets her to sit up. Then as he gives her his hand & helps her up his presents her alive to the body of Christ. So what is that? Well it’s all about discipleship & coming alongside a brother or sister who has fallen & giving them a hand up. 


Is that not great God can bring new excitement back into your dead spiritual life & restore like it once was. He can heal you of your bitterness & bring back that beauty that was once a characteristic of your life in Him.

IV.) Vs. 42-10:8 The blind see

Vs. 42-43 Now the effect this had was again incredible. Joppa was jumpen as again many turned to Christ. Hey, let me encourage a moment perhaps your down because grace & beauty has been replaced by griping & bitterness in your life. The Lord can use those failures to bring fruit you see Joppa knew that she was full of grace & beauty & they knew that life had been taken from her & her revitalized life brought even more fruit. 


And look what else happens this whole thing begins to help change Peter as well. Look the good old Jewish boy is now living with a tanner. You see because they worked with hides of dead animals they were outcasts. Not only that they did not smell to well. In a reference book I have called “The new manners & customs of Bible times” it says that the hides were soaked in water contained in oak barrels with sumac leaves. Then the tanner would rub the leather in dog manure. The tanner’s job was thought so little of that it was one of the few grounds for divorce if you were a Jewish woman. Now the tanner had to work near water & Joppa is right on the Mediterranean. Can you imagine the smell? I mean all the Holy Spirit had to tell Cornelius servant was to follow their nose! My point in this is that God is giving sight to Peter who has been blinded by prejudices against gentiles. You see 10 years has passed since Pentecost & Peter still has problems with gentiles. 

Vs.1-8 Now look at this passage & you will see some things about Cornelius beyond his occupation. Oh, yes he was centurion, ruffly equivalent to our captain with a 100 men in his charge. Further more he was stationed  at the Roman capital of Caesarea. Look what Luke has to say about him:

a. devout man = knows there is a God.

b. feared God with all his household = has a deep respect for God & moral things.

c. gave charitable gifts = Is a generous man, he is not just talking about religious things he seeks to practice it. 

d. prayed to God always = he spends a lot of time praying to God.

Wow, it would appear as though this guy is right on with the Lord. As admirable as all of these qualities are notice that he is still not a saved man! Oh he is religious, sincere, generous, lives a good life & even prays, but there is still something missing; he is not born again. All of those qualities reveal is that he has an open heart but he has yet to see Jesus. He is in prayer a 3:pm seeking the Lord about his blindness when the Lord sends an angel to get him to go to Peter. What? Why did the angel not just tell him to receive Jesus? Well because God wants Peter who is blinded by his prejudices to be the guy who opens the eyes of the heart of Cornelius. Now we will take this story up over the next few weeks but what great news this is no matter what your condition is spiritually today Jesus can help.

· If you are like Aeneas & you are a live but pew ridden Jesus can get you up & out.

· If you are like Dorcas & the world has taken away all His grace & beauty from your life then Jesus will breathe new life back into you so that you will be even more fruitful then you were prior.

· Or if you are like Cornelius & are a good person religious but there is still something missing He will bring you from where you are searching to the light of the knowledge of His grace!  

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

II.) Chp. 8:5-12 “Witnesses in Judea and Samaria”
Chp. 9:32-11:18 Uncommon Peter
10:9-23

“Cheese burger in paradise?”

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 9-16 Peter on a diet

III.) Vs. 17-23 No difference

I.) Intro.

Now last week we started out by looking at the work of the Holy Spirit through Peter. Then we saw God working in Cornelius. That’s where we pick up the story today, the Lord bringing together his working in Cornelius’ life with His desire to work through Peter. But to do that He must first work in Peter! The longer I’m a Christian the more I realize the hindrance in the Lord working through me is to be found in my reluctance in allowing the Lord to work in me! How about you? Are you waiting for someone else to change when all along the one that needs to change is you? 


Today we celebrate 13 years of ministry here in Merced & every year at this time I get introspective. Many folks have come in & out of our doors some have left better others I’m sad to say bitter. I can’t help but wonder about the bitter one’s, which one of us need to change? I can’t speak for any of them but I can pray that I will forever be open to the Lord’s work in my life so that He can work through my life. We can all be thankful that Peter was open to the Lord working in his life, for if he had not been then what would have become of the gentile church? What lives would be changed if you & I would remain open to the Holy Spirit to change us daily! And may I say that He uses some of the strangest things to accomplish this in our lives?     

II.) Vs. 9-16 Peter on a diet

Vs. 9 I love this passage as we get to see the Lord behind the scenes directing events to correspond. The day before you had Cornelius praying at noon seeking the Lord & now 21 hours later Peter goes up on the roof (patio) to pray. You will remember the facts about Cornelius as described by Luke:

1. Devout man = knows there is a God.

2. Feared God with all his household = has a deep respect for God & moral things.

3. Gave charitable gifts = Is a generous man, he is not just talking about religious things he seeks to practice it. 

4. Prayed to God always = he spends a lot of time praying to God.

Yet with that said he is still an unsaved gentile, worse yet he is a Roman centurion. Some where along the line he left the worship of idols & started his search for truth. This had led him to the believe in one God & that led him to Judaism. He had followed that & practiced that but there was still something missing. How do we know that? Well look at Cornelius’ own words in verse 30 where he says, “Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house.” Then Peter tells us in chapter 11, as he reported the events before the Church in Jerusalem, that a angel told Cornelius to send, “for Simon whose surname is Peter, who will tell you words by which you and all your household will be saved.” Cornelius a religious man, a good man, was seeking the Lord for something greater, or shall I say someone greater! His heart was hungry & his spirit was willing, he is in prayer, “There’s got to be more then this, God!” And the angel replies, “There is, go get this guy Peter & he will bring you the Word of God by which you & all with you will get saved!”  

Hey, folks did you ever wonder why you are not closer to God? Have you stopped praying what old Cornelius prayed? Man, that hits me in the heart! 

So 27 miles up the road 21 hours later we have good old Peter. It’s noon & Peter goes up on the patio to pray. Now hold on a minute why is Peter praying at noontime? You see this was not a normal time of prayer nor was it a normal place of prayer. Do you see that? Peter is already breaking the rut of religion, he is not praying at the designated hour or the designated place.

Vs. 10 Did we read this right? Peter, my buddy is up there seeking the Lord & he gets hungry as they are preparing lunch. Further more the word trance means a “displacement of the mind” which is a fancy way of saying he was day dreaming. Peter the spiritual giant is thinking about what’s in the kitchen, “Hem, man a pastrami on rye sure sounds good.” Have you ever had that happen? You are seeking the Lord & your stomach starts to growl & then your mind starts to wonder? Wow, Peter went through that just like me! 

So far we see Cornelius fasting & praying four days wanting to have something more with God. And the Lord sends him to a guy who can’t even pray with out day dreaming about what’s for lunch! I love it! The Lord use us right where we are it doesn’t He? 

Vs. 11-13 So God uses Peter’s hungry daydream to minister to him about esteeming some people higher & more worthy of the gospel then others. Peter sees this great big table clothe come down with foods that were kosher mixed in with ones that weren’t. Then came the shocking words of the Lord, “Rise, kill & eat.” You see the Jews had all these dietary laws for Israel to keep & certain foods were off limits & Peter had always kept them. But what was the reason for these laws? Well Lev. 20:25-26 tells us, “You must therefore make a distinction between ceremonially clean and unclean animals, and between clean and unclean birds. You must not defile yourselves by eating any animal or bird or creeping creature that I have forbidden. You must be holy because I, the LORD, am holy. I have set you apart from all other people to be my very own.” The reason was not to keep the gentiles out of a relationship with God but rather it was to keep Israel in one. And the Jews had begun to interpret what they did not do as the bases of why they were special with the Lord. But we are told in Deut 7:7-8a  “The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; but because the LORD loves you!” You see God was showing in His love of the Israelites that it was He who loved that made them valuable not anything they would do! Instead they began to see themselves, as superior to all other people’s & the reason that God had chosen them was because they had certain qualities that all other people did not posses.  

Vs. 14-15 You can say, “Not so” or you can say “Lord” but this phrase can not be said together as they are mutually exclusive of each other. Now the words “not so” literally mean “I’ll have non of that!” God gave Peter a commandment & Peter says, “I’ll have none of that!” Have you ever been guilty of this as a Christian? I mean here we have Peter filled with the Holy Spirit, used by God to preach the gospel, baptize with the Holy Spirit, heal the sick & even raise the dead & he says, “Lord, some traditions are greater then your Word!” “Love my wife, give to the Church, die to this or that? I’ll have none of that Lord!” You see Peter is pulling a Dale, he wants all the benefits of a believer without having to surrender his life! “God I know what is best!” Peter is showing that he is legalistic in his attitudes. Look at his reason for not obeying, “I have never eaten anything common or unclean.” The problem is not to be found in the words “... eaten anything common or unclean.” No, it’s fine not to do or eat certain things or not to have done certain things. The problem lies in the words, “I have never!” You see Peter’s problem is the same as yours & mine, it’s when we become proud have the things that we won’t do! Let me give you a simple definition of legalism:


“Legalism is when we are proud of what we aren’t doing as the source of our righteousness instead of rejoicing in what Jesus Christ has done.” 

I’m a Christian I don’t:

· DANCE

· DRINK

· SMOKE

· CHEW

· GO WITH GIRL’S THAT DO

Folk’s it’s not what you don’t do that makes you a Christian. No, it’s all about what Jesus HAS done that makes you a Christian! So that is what the Lord tells Peter in verse 15, “What I have cleansed you should not call ordinary.” You & I have been cleansed not by what we don’t do but rather by the blood of Jesus. You see what the Lord is doing to Peter? He is setting him up for Cornelius; “Peter, I’m going to bring you this guy who is as hungry for me as you are for that hot pastrami, but he is not going to fit your perimeters. Peter I’ve made all who trust on Me clean just as I made you clean buddy!” 


Now, a lot of times we try to be like Peter here & the rest of Israel in our witness to the world don’t we? I mean we go right up to them & snub our noses at them & flaunt that we would never be so disgusting as they are. I mean we act as if we have swore off of having fun & laughter. I mean the way some of us act they should call us NO-FUN-DAMENTALS. But that is not what our life in Christ is about is it? Is it about what we don’t do or is it about what we do in Christ? Let me challenge you right here & now, you want to impress the people apart from God? It’s simple out live them! Jesus said in John 10:10 “My purpose is to give life in all its fullness.”  Let the world see your life not on what you don’t do but rather let them see your love of one another, let then see your joy & laughter, let them see your peace in the midst of a chaotic world! The world will be impressed by what you are able to do in Jesus not what you are not!  

Vs. 16 Three times this was repeated to Peter. Now think of this a minute won’t you? Peter had a thing about God showing him things in three’s didn’t he?

· Matt. 26:34-75 There was that little incident where Peter had boasted in his superior relationship with Jesus above that of his fellow disciples. You remember the story after the arrest of Jesus there in the courtyard of the high priest as Peter was warming himself by the fire. Three times he swore he did not know Jesus.

· John 21:15 Then there is the time after the resurrection where Jesus appeared on the seashore & took Peter aside & asked him three times if he loved him more then all the others. It busted Peter, because he realized that he had thought that his relationship with Jesus was better then all the others based upon what he was doing.

That brings us right to this passage before us. What do you think? Peter there says, “I’ll have non of that, Lord.”  & three times the Lord repeats the vision. Now my mind would go right back to the last two times the Lord repeated Himself three times & the reason for my failure to grasp what the Lord was telling me. “Hum, let me see the first time I thought to highly of my self, then the second time I was to prideful, uh seems like a pattern here!”  

III.) Vs. 17-23 No difference

Vs. 17-18 Now Peter is scratching his head about what the Lord is telling him at time Cornelius men show up at the tanner’s door. Now I’ve been to the place where they believe Simon the tanner lived & you have to go down this windy road until it come to a dead in. For hundreds of years there was a Catholic Church on the sight & now there is a mosque & above the gate to enter in is the words in Arabic, “Simon the tanners house”. I wonder if Cornelius knew all of this stuff if he would have still sent for Peter? God uses us in spite of us not because of us doesn’t He? Peter a man who saw the life of Jesus, witnessed the resurrection, was part of the awesome out pouring of the Holy Spirit, living in day of God’s glorious grace & he is choking on a piece of forbidden meat. 

Vs. 19-20 In the midst of Peter thinking all of this over the Lord says, “Peter three guys are seeking you, I want you to go with them for I have sent them!” Oh thank you Lord, for breaking through out hard hearts! 

Vs.21-23 Now as Peter goes down to meet them I’m sure that he notices right away the they are gentiles but he does what the lord had showed him. There is a key phrase right here that shows that Peter does exactly what the Lord had told him. It’s found in the words, “lodged” them, the word literally means he entertained them. In that room that night was a bunch of barriers beginning to come down. You see you had a smelly tanner, three heathen Romans & a self-righteous Jew come together in Christ & eat together. We are told in Col. 3:11 “there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.” How about it? Are you ready to have your world turned right side up by allowing him to change you? You won’t be disappointed!      

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel
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“Lets make a deal”

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 24-33 Home study fellowship

III.) Vs. 34-43 Seven reasons Jesus is a great deal

IV.) Vs. 44-48 Where do I sign?

I.) Intro.

God had first worked in the heart Cornelius then He works in the heart of Peter. What is interesting to me is the means in which He does this. The common denominator is that of hunger. You see Cornelius was spiritually hungry for more of God, here was a man raised in a pagan world who was on a journey which led him to Judaism & even though he was doing all the religious stuff it was not enough. You see the hunger? Then you have Peter & to get him to be open to feeding Cornelius, God allows Peter to get hungry physically & daydream about it. The lesson for Peter was, “Don’t keep people who are starving for the Word of God from coming & feeding on it.” How different would this whole story of been had Peter not been open to the Lord working IN his life? He would have missed out on a second Pentecost; this one before us today is the gentile Pentecost. 


Now before us today is their meeting, Peter’s reasons why Jesus is a good deal & Cornelius’ reaction to it. Have you ever had an offer that sounded to good to be true? I don’t know about you, but I’m a skeptic by nature so when I hear one of those things I usually trash it. This week as a matter of fact I got a fax from a company in Florida. In big print it said that I had been selected to be part of an executive team of professionals used for consultation for a computer company. They were very specific to say that it was not a Dot COM company & that for only a few hours a month of my time I would earn 68,000 a year but I needed to call right away. Seeing that the phone number was a 1 800 number & wanting to have some fun I gave them a call. I was quickly passed up the ladder to some slick salesperson, who began to give me the shaspel. You know the type, the ones who are hired on the basis of not having to take a breath for 10 minutes while speaking as if they are speed-reading? He was about 2 minutes into the whole thing when he quickly said that to be a part of this executive team it would only cost me 28,000. I asked him, “Is that all?” He seemed so excited to hear me say that until I asked him if he knew what kind of professional I was. It was kind of fun to hear him guess, “doctor” no, “lawyer” no, “businessman” no. So I said, “I’m a pastor of a very small Church & I have no money but I would very much like to be a part of your team of professionals.” “So I’ll just be borrowing off of the 68,000 you will be paying me for the first year & if you will just send me an advance of 40,000 I’m ready to go.” “Uh would you mind putting that in the mail next day air I’m kind of in need of the money you see our Church is in a building project.” There was a silence on the phone, after a few seconds I asked, “Uh, are you there?” In a now very calm & slow voice my future co-worker said, “Pastor Lewis, we will be removing you from our fax number & I’m sorry to have bothered you.” As, we were parting & just before I heard dial tone I asked, “Does this mean my 40,000 is not in the mail?” 


Peter now comes to Cornelius with a deal that is even better then my executive consulting job offer but how do we know that what God offers us is for real? How would you respond to God’s offer?        

II.) Vs. 24-33 Home study fellowship

Vs. 24 Now there were ten on this road trip to Caesarea, Peter with the six that he mentions in 11:12 & the three that Cornelius sent to get Peter & it takes them two days to go the 30 miles. What an odd bunch this must have been as they traveled those two days. It was a clash of two worlds seven pious Jews walking on the same side of the road with three Romans, stopping & eating. 

You think that’s weird? Take a look around the room at the people siting around you. Now if it was not for Jesus would, I mean prior to becoming a Christian, would you have hung out with some of these folks? Christianity unties people together from all sorts of backgrounds doesn’t it? The world clamoring for peace & unity amongst different groups & only in Christ kind all come together & hang out. I just think of the stares they must have gotten as they entered the Roman City of Caesarea. Years earlier God had called another Jew named Jonah to reach out to gentiles & he to left the sea port of Joppa only he headed the opposite direction away from ministering to them. How about you are you a Peter or a Jonah? Are you moving towards God’s call or running away from it? Are you willing to risk the stares & ridicule of your friends for reaching out to those who hunger for God? 

Look at this carefully & we get great insight into Cornelius as we are told, “Now Cornelius was waiting for them, and had called together his relatives and close friends.” 

 Do you see that? He is waiting for them to return & while he was waiting he invited all of his relatives & close friends to come & hear. This shows us several things:

a. He was a man who had great faith. The odds of getting a Jew into your house to tell you anything was far less then winning the lottery. A mean a Jewish man spent time in prayer every day thanking God he was not a gentile. They felt that the only reason God created gentiles was to fuel the fires of hell. They took an oath to God never to help a gentile under any circumstances. Not even if they asked you for directions or even if a pregnant women need help as she was about to give birth because in helping her all you would do is bring another gentile into the world. If a Jew married a gentile the Jewish community would come together & have a funeral for that person. Yet, as Cornelius had been praying for four days & God spoke to him to send for Peter Cornelius is they’re waiting for them to return. How about you? Do you act in faith or do you use the situation or circumstance to interpret Who God is.

b. He is a man of great compassion: He is not only waiting for this entourage to return with “good news” he is so convinced that what Peter has to share will change his life that he wants everyone he knows to hear it as well. He has sent three men to get a man he has never met, knowing that the guy is a pious Jew & he invites all of his closet family & friends to hear Peter. You know what this shows? It shows that Cornelius already possessed what he needed to become a believer, trust in God’s word so all he needs is to hear it! 

Vs. 25-27 In the excitement & knowing that God had him send for Peter so that he would give them the words by which he & his whole house would be saved, (11:14) Cornelius falls at his feet to worship him. Now there is a weird seen. Cornelius a Roman commander with many men under him not to mention his family & friends, falls at the feet of a man who his country has conquered, a Jewish peasant no less & worships him. Put it in perspective & imagine Winston Churchill coming into Germany & going up to a Germany soldier & falling at his feet to worship him in front of all the British soldiers. Why they would wonder what he was smoking in that cigar of his? 


Then you have Peter, the pious Jew, having this happen to you. “Well it’s about time you know I am the first Pope & all!” Wow, his reaction is such a far cry from what they do even today at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. They have this big old statue of Peter made by Michelangeo & over 100’s of years people have come up to it & kissed the feet it so many times they have kissed the big toe of his right foot completely off! But instead of this Peters says, “Stand up I’m a man just like you & I want to keep my big toe.” I added that second part! As one commentator put it, “Peter refused to be treated as a god & to treat Cornelius as if he were a dog!” Hey you know what Peter falls in line of all other folks including angels & refuses the worship of man. In fact I’m reminded of that passage of scripture in Rev. 19:10 where John fell at feet of an angel to worship him. To which the angel said, “See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 


Finally we see the first home study fellowship gathered together to here the Word of God. Now that must have been a little hard for Peter as he is expecting Cornelius & perhaps his family & instead walks into a crowed house packed full of folks to hear the Word. 

Vs. 28-29 Peter shows his uneasiness of this by saying that it was unlawful for him to come into their house at all. It was taboo for Peter to do this yet immediately his mind switches to what only two days earlier he had learned that he was not to hinder the Word of God from those that were hungry for it. In fact by the words, “Therefore I came” reveals that apart from God working IN his heart he would never of gone with the three men that Cornelius had sent. 

Vs. 30-33 As Cornelius retells the vision God had given him notice verse 31,  “Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your alms are remembered in the sight of God.” Have you ever told someone that unless they are a Christian God does not hear their prayers? Well here is the fact of the matter God always hears the earnest cries of the human heart that seeks to know Him! 

The other point that I again want to make based upon Cornelius’ prayer & God’s reply is that even though he is a good man, a religious man, it is not enough. God, did not say, “Hey Cornelius your religion & your sincerity is good enough in my eyes.” I mean as long as you believe there is a God and all that’s all that matters to Me!” No, in fact God says, “I hear the cry of your heart & you need to change your religion.” 

So Cornelius says, “We are hear for this purpose so that you will open up the Word of God & our hearts are ready to receive it even if it means that we will have to change our belief system!” I’ve been thinking about that a lot lately, it is very difficult for us to be open to change isn’t it? How about it are you ready to have God through His word radically change your life? Are you open to the Holy Spirit to come in & change your worldview? You see we put a lot of importance upon outward things but “the LORD sees every heart and understands and knows every plan and thought. If you seek him, you will find him.” (1 Chron 28:9). 

III.) Vs. 34-43 Seven reasons Jesus is a great deal
Vs. 34-43 Peter here gives a brief but complete gospel to his gentile listeners. In it he reveals seven reasons why Jesus is the answer that Cornelius has been searching for. 

1. Vs. 34-35 NOT FOR A LIMITED FEW: Jesus is a great deal because it does not matter who you are, where your from, or what your situation is He alone is the answer. In other words He is the “One size fits all” spiritual answer. This is not something new about God in fact we are told in Deut. 10:17 “The LORD your God is the God of gods and Lord of lords. He is the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality.” He is not a respecter of people He is the lover of people! He receives everyone from anywhere regardless of their background, social class, religion or race. He favors no one; all are equal as they seek to know Him. Hey we live in a world where we separate & segregate the food on our plates don’t we? I mean God forbid the applesauce touches the green peas & everyone knows that the blue M&M’s taste better.
What if God was like that? “Can’t save you, your not the right color!” 

a. Vs. 35 Now don’t miss understand Peter’s words here he is NOT saying that God accepts everyone who is sincere based upon works. How do we know that? Well if that was the case then Cornelius would have already been saved & there was no need to send for Peter. No it means that God sees the heart of a man & any honest heart that is seeking after Him will find God leading them to the truth about His Son. Jesus said in John 6:28-29 when the crowd asked, “What does God want us to do?” Jesus replied “This is what God wants you to do: Believe in the one he has sent.” The work of righteousness is Believe in the one he has sent! 
2.   Vs. 36-38a IT’S A FREE OFFER: God sent Jesus to the world He never asked man to come to heaven. Do you get it; God sent His one & only Son to you free of charge. He came down as a man & further more He was not hidden so that only a few had the opportunity to receive Him. No he was in plain few & proclaimed to all. You see Peter’s point? Here is God reaching out to man in his weakness, failure & sin for the sole purpose of restoring him back to how God intended him to be. I’ve seen some of the highlights of the reality based shows where you can win 50,000 dollars but only if you eat some bugs or hang upside down in a tank of water longer then everybody else. The prize is awarded based upon mans effort but not so in Jesus it’s awarded based upon His effort! 

3. Vs. 38b-39a COMPLETE MAKE OVER: Jesus reversed the effects of death! Peter is saying that the effects of Jesus in a human life can be seen in the effects He had while He walked the earth. 

a. Doing good

b. Healing all who were oppressed by the devil

c. Didn’t matter where He was at

You see it does not matter your condition He can give you a complete make over of the heart. He has come to reverse the effects of mans separation from God. 

4. Vs. 39b IT’S EXTREMELY VALUABLE: Jesus did all the above & then gave His life. Hey, if you had terminal cancer what you be willing to be a man who had the only cure? Well, the world did pay Him anything instead they killed Him & rejected the free offer. Not only that they did so by the most horrible of death imaginable. One Roman author of this time said that it was not polite to even speak of crucifixion in public. 

5. Vs. 40-41 IRREVERSIBLE EFFECTS: Man’s sin & pride can not defeat God’s work through His Son. Jesus conquered death His was a bodily resurrection from the dead & he was not some ghost or spirit as He ate & drank with them afterwards. How great is that? When Jesus changes a life it stays forever changed & can e sure of that just as certain as you can be of the resurrection Peter says. Nothing can or ever will change the effects Jesus has on the human condition.

6. Vs 42 TODAY HE IS AVAILABLE TO YOU: It’s kind of like that “Fram” oil filter add that said, “You can pay me now or pay me latter!” Only in Jesus it is “He has paid for you NOW or you will pay latter!” He is not dead but alive & available to everyone every where & with out Him you will die. Jesus is not just one of many options no he is the only way to life everlasting. He alone stands at the end of every mans journey in life. 

7. Vs. 43 EVERYONE AGREES IT’S A ONCE IN A LIFETIME OFFER: God had spoke through the prophets hundreds & thousands of years earlier of this great opportunity for all of mankind. And here He has come that whoever believes in Jesus will receive forgiveness of all sins. Not just past but present & future as well. Do you get that last sentence here? Peter states three things about the free offer of Jesus:

a. EVERYONE: It’s for everyone! It’s universal in scope no one is excluded no matter what your background. In fact Jesus said “a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.” In other words the greater your debt to God the more you will appreciate your forgiveness.  

b. WHO BELIEVES IN HIM: It’s only available through Jesus. Not available through any other offer or along with any other offer. In other words it’s not Jesus & ____________. It’s trusting only on Him & nothing else or anyone else. 

c. RECEIVES FORGIVENESS OF SINS: It’s a guarantee! Peter does not say “most” receive forgiveness of sin no everyone does that trusts in Jesus. There is not some fine print at the bottom of a page that says, “results may vary!”   

IV.) Vs. 44-48 Where do I sign?

Vs. 44 Do you see this? Peter does not even get to an altar call. I mean he could of said, “Hey woo fellows don’t get saved yet I need to give you the opportunity.” Peter gets no farther with his sermon then verse 43 when those their took the offer & the Holy Spirit signed the deal in their hearts. I can tell you that many of us pastor types would not mind the Holy Spirit interrupting our sermon if this was the result. You see Peter taught the Word & the Spirit of God moved on the heart. Folks, the Spirit of God always seems to move in the people of God when the Word of God is being taught. That is what Paul say in Col. “Let the words of Christ, in all their richness, live in your hearts and make you wise. Use his words to teach and counsel each other. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts.”  

Vs. 45-46 Now this totally blows away the six Jewish Christians that Peter had brought with him. I mean not only did God show that He loved gentiles, He showed that He would indwell them & empower them apart from them becoming Jews first. And He did this with out even asking them! And God showed this by giving them the gift of tongues just as He had them & in the same way they are praising God with the gift. 

Vs. 47-48 Now like other places in scripture baptism follows salvation. It was the dunking in the water that saved them it was trusting Jesus that did that & the baptism was an outward sign of an inward reality. That is Peters statement here, “You can baptize them seeing that they are saved just like us!” So they are baptized in the name of the Lord & note this he hung out with them for a few days. How sweet was that fellowship? 


Here is how Paul would latter put it in Eph. Chapter 2.  “Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh; who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands; that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.”     
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“Who invited them?”

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 1-18 It’s God’s fault

I.) Intro.

One of the interesting side notes to Acts is the way God develops the people He desires to use. For years now the Church has seen fit to make sure that the people that they use will be qualified in professional schools. Yet in Acts that is not what we see, in fact it is quite the opposite. You remember the words of the Rulers & Elders of the people in Acts 4:13 as they heard & saw the disciples? They, “perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, & they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.” That is what qualifies the servant that God chooses, “they have to have been with Jesus!” At the end of David Vaughan’s book on Patrick Henry entitled, “Give Me Liberty”, the author gives a short list on lessons of leadership among the list are these gems:

· Providence chooses the leader who has prepared to be chosen.

· The best leaders always educate themselves.

· A leader knows that adversity is the handmaiden to maturity; therefore, he will not shrink from difficulties.

· The unseen source of a leader’s courage is faith in God & His justice.

· Conviction is worthless unless converted into conduct.

· Humility is essential to leadership because it makes a leader a servant. 

Luke will again bring up the controversial conversion of Cornelius & then move to Antioch as even more gentiles are added to the Church so much so that they send the big hearted Barnabas to them. He in turn hunts down Paul to help in the new ministry. Folks every work that God desires to do will require His children, (you & I) to do it. The question is not will He do a work or even where He will do the work. No the question is will He find any workers? We ought to be not only praying, “the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” We need to be preparing to be chosen! Folks, school is in session!   

II.) Vs. 1-18 It’s God’s fault

Vs. 1-3 The news of Peter’s work among the gentiles appears to have beat Peter to Jerusalem.

As there was a group of Jewish believers ready to question him upon what had happened. In fact the word “contended” appears 22 times in the N.T. where it means to “separate thoroughly, to withdraw from, or (by implication) oppose or discriminate”. Peter comes back to his buddies excited at the work of God & faces judgment as the Jewish believers doubt the work & perhaps begin to wavier in their friendship with him. Christianity was becoming much more then a Jewish sect; it was available to all. All of this reminds me of childish school-yard behavior, “How come you were talking to so & so?” “If your going to be their friend well then you can’t by my friend!”   


Now look at verse 3 & you will see what really bothered them, “You went in to uncircumcised men and ate with them!” Do you see that? It was not the salvation that bothered them it was “salivation”. What? You see eating in that culture was a big deal; in fact they considered it tantamount to becoming one with a person. There were no forks, spoons & knifes, people at with their hands. Further more there was a common bowl that every one ate out of & dipped there bread or meet into. Don’t see a problem yet? Hey, there were no rules against “double dipping” or back washing. Now don’t get all-high & mighty on me because I’m willing to bet that with your family members you let each other double dip & you will drink out of the same straw. Why do you not mind with some people & you do with other? Well it’s because some people are family & well other’s are just grouse! I mean who wants to share spit & saliva with people your are not close with? Now aside from health issues I find it interesting that Jews would eat with other Jews who were strangers. My point? Well I think our sharing has a lot more to do with how we feel about a person then we would like to admit. We like certain people so we tend to not bother a little spit. 

Vs. 4-17 Can you just picture Peter here before his friends acting this way? How can he defend what took place? Well we shall see that he will retell the story & present four pieces of evidence to show that what happened was God’s fault not his.

1. Vs. 4-10 VISION: The first thing Peter does is to show that he was nothing more then an instrument & in fact he was not to keen on the idea to start with either. God came to him three times (verse 10) with the same vision to convince him. I’m amazed, as I look at this section of God working that the first thing God has to do is change the heart of the servant. I can’t help but wonder what more God could do through me if I was more open to Him working in me? So Peter’s first argument is, “Hey it’s not my fault God changed my VISION, my perspective, I did every thing I could to resist Him but after the third time I decided to yield!”

2. Vs. 11-12 VOICE: Now Peter says God not only changed my vision He told me to go. In other words the Holy Spirit was obviously working in the situation. Now notice that Peter mentions that six other Jewish believers accompanied him. You see seven witnesses were necessary to prove a court case. Simply put Peter says, “These six guys here can testify that I was not all that excited about going with the three gentiles that Cornelius sent.” The only reason I went was the voice of the Spirit told me to Go! Again I wonder how many times I would, apart from my bias, still follow God’s leading? How seldom it is that God’s people actually ask or listen too what God want’s for us. Take finding a Church to attend, do we stop & ask God, “Where would you have me go?” And if He said to go to the Church that did not have a building & all the programs would we still go?   

3. Vs. 13-14 VISIT: To recap Peter says, “God was working on my heart & then He told me to go. “ Now he says when he & his buddies got there it was obvious that God had already visited Cornelius’ house. You see the Spirit of God was at work in the servant of God, but He was also working on the sinner. As you compare the story you will see that God had a far easier time getting Cornelius to respond then He did Peter. Notice to how Peter drops that little phrase, “words by which you & your household will be saved.” Peter is setting them up to say that the Spirit of God was working in the servant of God by way of the Word of God.

4. Vs. 15-17a VIEW: Finally Peter says, “As I began to preach the Word of God the Holy Spirit just touched their hearts.” In other words it was in plain view of all seven of them. This was no secret conversion. No, in fact all of them were “astonished”, (10:45) a word which means beside themselves. These six guys had an out of the body experience at seeing the conversion. So Peter says that as he was seeing the whole thing God brought to his remembrance the words of Jesus about the gift of the Holy Spirit being given to all that believe on the Lord Jesus. 

Vs. 17b-18 Peter’s rhetorical question, “Who was I that I could withstand God?” The word “withstand” appears 23 times in the N.T. & is the second time that Peter uses it. The first time was in verse 10:47 where he asks, “Can anyone forbid water..” The word literally means, “not capable to prevent.” You see it was God’s sovereign work in the human heart & Peter was a some what willing participant. Look at their response to Peter’s four fold evidence, their worry turned into worship! Peter’s defense reminds me of long ago Elton John rock album, “Don’t shoot me I’m only the piano player!”  
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I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 19-26 There goes the neighborhood
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IV.) Vs. 1-11 I’m sleeping don’t bother me!

I.) Intro.

Have you ever stopped to wonder why some people have success & victory & others don’t? I have often thought about the events of my life as some sort of proving ground of God’s favor. We even have a phrase that seeks to describe this, “Our ship has come in!” The section scripture we are looking at today starts off by looking at great victories won for Christ as the Church begins to reach the Gentiles. In fact the hated Gentiles actually become a blessing to the Jewish believers during a time of hardship. Yet in contrast to that Luke tells of the death of ½ of the “Sons of Thunder”, James the brother of John. Then the arrest of Peter & his marvelous deliverance by God. The questions comes to mind, “If we are God’s chosen people & He loves us why the hardship? Why, allow James to die & save Peter? Was Peter some how favored & James not? Why was the Church at Antioch blessed enough to help with food & the Church at Jerusalem forced to go through hard times?” Now I’m not sure that today you will have any better answers to these questions but perhaps they come from a wrong premise altogether. I mean when you stop to think about it based upon our sin who are we to ever have a great day? Further more who is to say that Peter was the one that was blessed & not James? Or that the Church in Antioch was more loved then the Church in Jerusalem. Is it not all a matter of our perspective? I’m certain that when I’m in the presence of Jesus all the things in my life that I’ve questioned will be much more clear then they are now. So until then I will have to continue to remind myself of Who my God is & that “all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.” (Rom. 8:28)   

III.) Vs. 19-26 There goes the neighborhood

Vs. 19-21 To recap from last week, the Gentiles were really only a handful a point well made by the statement of the Jewish believers in verse 18 “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.” Luke tells this that it all started around the persecution that arose over Stephen as Greek speaking Jews were scattered abroad. 

Vs. 19 Now look at this, it is very plain that the early practice was to preach the word to no one but the Jews, & that was going on well until some un-named men from Cyprus & Cyrene came to Antioch & spoke to the Greeks about the Lord Jesus. In the other great evangelistic works of God it’s Peter, Stephen or Philip that is mentioned as being the instrument of God but not here. No, this was a work of God just as the others but God used ordinary men & women. You know what? God only uses ordinary folks! I think that when God uses them & their names become know to us we begin to think of them as extraordinary. So God doesn’t let us know their names so that we will realize that God desires to uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things!  So the gospel was moved outside of the borders both geographically as well as culturally. Hey, brother & sisters I think that is what the Church is to be as well don’t you? We are always to be without borders.  

 As I said last week Antioch was the third largest city in the Roman empire (500,000). It had all the bright lights, gambling, prostitution, kind of a Las Vegas. I mean this would be a massive undertaking don’t you think? But you see these ordinary people were not looking at it that way they were just living their lives for Jesus & started telling others about what it was like to have Jesus in control of your life instead of the things of the world. And the gentiles said, “I don’t know what you got but I want it.”    

Vs. 21 Look at this statement of Luke, “the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord.” The ministry of these un-named evangelists touched a wicked prosperous city because God was working. Now I should not have to say this but look again at what Luke reveals here in verse 21. The Hand of the Lord was with them & this was seen not because lots of folks showed up to church or they had a big offering & lots of programs. No, the hand of the Lord was with them as seen in a great number believed & TURNED to the Lord! Folks, this is one of those verses that often gets over looked because of it’s simplicity but the truth is:

· You can turn people to a cause, without the hand of the Lord.

· You can turn people to a event, without the hand of the Lord.

· You can even turn people to Church, without the hand of the Lord.

· But You can not turn them to THE LORD, apart from the hand of the Lord!

Now today when the Church has an evangelistic event they will often tell you how many folks came. Some will even tell you how many signed a card, but what I want to know is how many turned to the Lord & we will know that number a year or so latter because they will still be in the local Churches!  

Vs. 22-24 As the news of Gentile faith spread to Jerusalem they sent Barnabas (the son of encouragement” to them. Now before we look at his ministry while there lets not three specific things said about him in verse 24:

a. A good man: This means more then that he behaved well. It rather speaks as to his overall disposition. Perhaps today we would use the word “laid back” to describe his disposition. Barnabas was an easy going kind of a guy, big-hearted, you always felt as though he was on your side! Now this was very important to any new work in which others would question its validity. Barnabas would be the kind of guy to look beyond whether or not they had all their ducks in a row & rather to where their heart was! 

b. Full of the Holy Spirit: Literally he was “covered over” with the Holy Spirit. He was a man in whom all of the fruit of the Holy Spirit was evident in his life. He was filled with love, patience, joy, and self control. A man who lived upon drawing his breath from the breath of life! 

c. Man of faith: He was a man who was reliant upon the Word of God. He believed what God said & acted upon it. 

That’s who they sent to see what God was up too, a man who upon seeing it would notice the “grace of God” upon their lives. Hey, I don’t know about you but I think the body could do with a lot more of these fellows & why not start by asking God to make us one? 

Vs. 23 We are told of three aspects of Barnabas’ ministry while he was there. 

a. Glad: That is to say JOY. His ministry was one in which you looked forward to being together. Barnabas saw the “grace of God” & he just kept it going. Hey, why is it that Christian’s don’t laugh? Don’t we have more to laugh at then any other group of people in the world? It was God’s grace that should to Barnabas that these folks at Antioch were for real.  

b. Encouraged them: He told them & helped them to keep on keeping on! When they felt down he picked them up. Some times we all need a cheer leader don’t we? 

c. With purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord: No legalistic trips, instead, “Hey just stay at it bro’s & sis’s”. Man is that ever an important thing today. Folks, you & I have received everything we are ever going to need to make It through this life the moment we became believers all we need to do know is “purpose in our heart to continue” the same way we began by faith! In our physical bodies the moment we are born we get all the muscles we are going to need to function & all that happens as we mature is they get further developed. Now how are they developed? Well by being pushed beyond where they are comfortable. That the same way in our spiritual life! 

Vs. 24 Now look at the out come of sending the right man with the right ministry, “A great many people were added to the Lord.” Now the word “added” here is a real interesting one it’s the word we get our word “prosthetics” from. That is a term in which means artificial limbs such as legs, arms, hands & the like. What a great word picture for what the body of Christ is. You see as God adds to His church He is adding more arms, legs, hands, eyes & feet. The Church was never meant to be a place where people go to get all warm & fuzzy. Now think of it, all of these prosthetics are designed to facilitate action & motion. There are no artificial bottoms, “I’m just called to sit & watch!” No, it’s to be a place where people become the hands & feet of the Lord! Let me be on record as saying that you never add to the Church apart from this! Adding to the Church only happens as people are added to the Lord & if they are added to the Lord then they become His hands & feet! 

Vs. 25-26 Well so many folks are added that Barnabas heads down to find Paul who is in Tarsus. Six to Ten years has passed & Paul has been preaching the word of God in his own region (Gal 1:21) but still it take Barnabas a great deal of effort to find him according to the Greek. Now look at the over all ministry in Antioch starting with the un-named folks & ending up with Paul:

a. Vs. 20 EVANGELISM: Preached the Lord Jesus. Before you can do any thing people need to hear about the Lord so you got to have evangelism.

b. Vs. 23 EXHORTATION: After they respond they need to be encouraged & discipled with loving care. Barnabas told them that he rejoiced with them & that they should hang onto the Jesus.

c. Vs. 24 EXPOSITION: Finally they need to be taught so they can be equipped in the Word of God. Frankly if a Church is not involved in these three things then they are not a healthy Church! 

Vs. 26 Now notice it only after the exposition, (teaching) of the Word that they are first called Christian. The word was meant to be a put down as it means belonging to the party of Christ. These folks became synonymous with the One they spoke about all the time, Jesus. They were Jesus folks! Notice they were not called by a denomination, why do folks identify church going folks with the place they attend? Could it be that they spend far too much of the time talking about the Church & not enough time speaking about Jesus?  

IV.) Vs. 27-30 Do you need a cup of sugar?

Vs. 27-28 Man is this something? Here are these dirty old Gentiles who nobody wants around & time gets hard & guess who comes to bail you out? The question was, “Can Gentiles come to know Jesus apart from being Jewish?” The answer was seen in their action towards their Jewish brother & sisters in a time of need. Folks, again it is interesting that when the Christians began to take the Word seriously, then generosity naturally flowed. Simply put, they were strong in love because they were strong in the Word! I don’t believe you can be a loving Church apart from the Word of God, neither do I think that you will be a strong Church in the Word if you are not loving! The two go hand-n-hand.     

Man that must have made the Jewish believers feel real small based on how they treated them. Here they would not eat with them but they would eat the food they sent! Winston Churchill once said, “We make a living by what we get, But we make a life but what we give!” Times were tough things got tight & the Gentiles believers said, “Hey lets do with less so we can help our brothers who don’t much care for us!”  Hard times were coming & the decision was made by each of them according to their ability to help out those who had treated them so poorly. How about it? When you see times are getting tougher things are going to get tight do you say, “Hey, lets help out those in need?” I’ve got to tell you that this verse is one that convicts the tar out of me.   

Vs. 29 Here then you have the pattern of New Testament giving, “each according to his ability, determined to send”.  Now the word here “determined” is the word that we get horizon from & it means a “fixed point of reference”. Some gave a little & some a lot based upon the ability that God had given them, but as far as sending relief to their brother & sisters it was a fixed point of reference. 

Vs. 30 Paul & Barnabas the teachers of the Word of God in Antioch now become social workers at the Church in Jerusalem. Again how ironic that God would use the man who persecuted the Christians combined with the funds of the those that the Jewish Christians didn’t like to take care of their needs. God surly desires to break up our prejudices does He not? 

IV.) Vs. 1-11 I’m sleeping don’t bother me!
Vs. 1-2 Luke starts this section with a little time line, the events that follow took place when Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass or literally “to do evil” against the Church. Now we know the date of these events to be A.D. 44 as the death of Herod (verses 23) is well recorded in ancient history. So all of this took place some 12 years after the resurrection of Jesus & for those years the Church has been growing rapidly. Religious persecution has done nothing but expand the scope of ministry especially when the chief persecutor, (Paul) becomes a follower of Jesus. Trails, from within (prejudice) & from without (famine) have all been used of God to develop character which was necessary to further God’s work of reaching the world. But here in these verses the Church faces it’s first persecution from the Political Roman Government. To date the powers of the land had little or no interest. 


Now it’s a little confusing when it comes to these Herod’s there are so many & all of them seem to hate the things of God. They were all descendents of Esau Jacob’s brother who sold his birth right. And evidently they were trying to get it back.

· Herod the Great: He is the one who slaughtered the babies at Bethlehem in hopes of killing the true King of Kings Jesus. He had eight wives, two of them with the same name Mariamme & many children by them. Of those eight he killed six of them. One of the Mariamme’s was a descendant of the Maccabean’s. And before he killed her she gave him a son named Aristobulus, who would himself be one of the 15 children murdered by his father. 

· Aristobulus would father several children, two of which would come into the pages of scripture. 

1. A daughter, Herodias: Who first marries an uncle, Herod Philip & latter marries another uncle Herod Antipas also called the Tetrarch who steels her from Philip & then conspires to behead John the Baptist & latter presides over the trial of Jesus in Luke 23. 

2. A son, Herod Agrippa I: After his father’s murder by his grandfathers hand at three years old he went with his mother Bernice to live in Rome. He grew up hob-nobing with royalty. He never did amount to much & about the only thing he did was gamble & womanize. He got so much into debt that he had to flee back to Israel & ended up working for His uncle Antipas & Aunt Herodias. He gets into a public fight with them & heads back to Rome & makes some new friends Caligula & Claudius & makes a few new enemies the emperor Tiberius who throws him into prison. Well Tiberius dies & Caligula becomes the new Emperor & he is released from prison & given the territory of the northern most part of Israel. After Caligula’s death Claudius becomes emperor. Claudius gives him as much territory as his Grandfather Herod the Great once possessed. As a slick politician Agrippa along with his Jewish wife learns all the ways of the Jews in order to keep favor. Now His son Herod Agrippa II will be brought in to hear Paul’s defense in chapter Acts chapter 25 & with his death the Herod’s will pass from history.   

Vs. 2 You see Herod did this as he thought it would please the Jewish leaders & make him popular. Now James becomes the second mentioned martyr but the first of 11 disciples. He is one of the three closest with Jesus in the Gospels. With Peter’s three arrests & releases perhaps the Church began to think that no harm could come upon the inner circle. James & his brother John form a parenthesis around the early church James is the first of the original disciples die & John is the last. 

Vs. 3-4 Herod seeing how much this pleased the Jews went after Peter during the week of Passover. So here you have Peter in prison awaiting the public trial with a sure outcome, death. Now it seems that Peter’s divine escapes were well known as Herod puts 16 men in charge of making sure he can’t get away. They took shifts of four each with two being chained to Peter himself & two guarding the doors. Now we know that the custom in those days with extremely dangerous criminals was to chain them to one guard. So this shows us that Herod was not going to take any chances in loosing Peter. 

Vs. 5 Here we see the action of the Church on behalf of Peter, constant prayer. Now the word “constant” is a word that describes stretching a muscle to its limits. But why did they not do so with James? Perhaps they took it for granted that God would just release James as he had Peter so many times. Folks, I got to tell you when the Lord has been working in our lives doing miraculous things we start to take Him for granted & every now & then the Lord has to allow us to get back to realizing that we need Him & are dependent upon Him! How horrible it is for us to realize that it often takes a tragedy to get us to seek God! They didn’t pray for James & he was beheaded. So they are really exercising their prayer muscles this time. 

Vs. 6-11 So what is Peter doing on the eve of his death? SLEEPING! Now is that not great? You say well its no big deal Peter had narcolepsy he is always sleeping. 

· At the mount of transfiguration he was asleep.

· In the Garden of Gethsemane he slept even after being asked by Jesus twice to stay awake.

Hey that may be true but there is something different about this occasion, on the Mount he sleep because he did not think ant thing was going to happen. In the Garden he sleep in disobedience. Here he sleeps in perfect peace. Peter knew that the Lord said he would live until he was old & then die. He also knew that Jesus loved him & was able to keep him. Can you imagine how it must have blew the minds of those Roman guards? “Hey how was the prisoner Titicous?” “Great, man all he did was sleep!” How about you right now this minute if you were going to be executed for being a Christian tomorrow would you sleep tonight?   

Now look at this Peter was not only asleep he was sound asleep, as an angel shines a light on his face, which doesn’t wake. Then the angel pokes him on the side & has to say, “Get up quickly!” 


So Peter gets up & starts fumbling around & the angel has to tell him what clothes to put on & to tie his shoes. So he follows the angel but is still not sure whether this a dream or what. They go through the two outside guards by two doors & when they get to the big old Iron gate & opens like a department store automatic door. About a block away now in the brisk air Peter comes too. But here is what is interesting to me, who released Peter? Well it was the Lord through an angel. Yeh that’s right but Peter still had to act on what the angel did. You see a lot of us Christians remain entrapped in sin or imprisoned in this or that & are waiting for the angel of the Lord to come but we expect him to carry us. Folks. Its easy Peter followed the Lord out of prison. You may not be sure if what the Lord is telling you is a vision, a dream or what you ate the night before but one things for sure you will never find out sitting in your cell chained to the world! So friends let’s take a chance & follow the Lord, oh it won’t be easy at times in fact it can be quite scary but you will never know what lies behind the walls unless you go.        
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II.) Vs. 12-19a The answer is at the door 

III.) Vs. 20-25 What’s eating him?

I.) Intro.

To get the full grasp of this story we need only go back to the fifth verse where we read, “but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church.” These words form the context for the events of verses 12-19 & more then that they help create the contrast with the end of Herod’s life, verses 20-25. Folks the events of this week have brought into clear focus this passage. 

On the one hand you have the Church dedicate to the cause of Christ facing adversity & out of the motive of dependence are forced to pray God. You will recall that the word “constant” is an athletic term that describes stretching a muscle to its limits. Yet in so praying for the deliverance of Peter when their prayer is miraculously answered they show that all along they did not believe it could happen. 

Then you have a powerfully wicked man named Herod whose sole aim is to capture & kill Peter. He has all the world’s resources at his disposal & there is no one & no way to stop him from his goal. Yet instead of ending Peter’s life it is his life that ends unexpectedly!   

So what’s my point? Simple, 

· First, from the Christians perspective there is no magical or mystical approach to prayer. Prayer is plain communication & at its root it is dependence motivated. And here is what we see in this section. As you & I are crying out to God about a situation; (something or someone that looks to alter the program of God in our lives), God hears not only what we believe should happen, He hears & answers the cry of our heart in dependence upon Him. When your child cried out for help & you could hear the hopelessness & helplessness in their voice you came to them not with the question, “Do you really believe I can do what you ask?” No you responded in love to the cry of the heart. Am I saying don’t ask for specific things? No, ask all you want but realize that the answer lies not so much in that you asked & believed but rather that you asked the right Person, your Father in heaven! Yes, there is a trust element in prayer but clearly we learn that “faith as small as a mustard seed” can move mountains, or as in this case open prison doors! So much for the often-used phrase, “I don’t have enough faith!” You don’t have to all you have to have is a heart that is dependent upon God.  

· Second, from a worldly perspective no matter how hard you try, how much power & influence you may have you can not thwart the will of God. So it’s best just to get out the white flag now & come on over to trusting in God. Herod believed in his ability, ingenuity & power to get the upper hand on a rag-tag group Christians, who prayed earnestly but quite obviously not really believing God would work & still Herod was defeated!    

II.) Vs. 12-19a The answer is at the door

Vs. 12 We last left Peter coming to himself somewhere just out side the gates of Jerusalem realizing that “the Lord had brought him out of the prison.” (verse17). Now Peter is going to be on Herod’s most wanted list so he has to get out of the street right away. So He decides to go to John Mark’s house. Now many folks believe that this is the same house where Jesus celebrated Passover the night He was arrested & also the house where Pentecost happened. 


Now look at the second part of this verse, “where many were gathered together praying.” Do you see that? Peter had been seized some time during the feast of unleavened bread & Herod had decided to hold him in prison until after Passover & then kill him so as not to offend the Jews. So Peter had been in prison for up to a week & during that time we are told that the Church had been exercising it’s self in prayer for his deliverance. In fact when Peter had come to John Mark’s house they were in a prayer meeting for his deliverance. Do you see the scene now? So what had this week long prayer meeting accomplished so far on Peter’s behalf? Well I’d like to suggest three things that prayer accomplishes based upon what has happened so far in the story.

1. It delayed the crisis: Peter was put in prison to be put to death. The Church prayed & instead of him being put to death the next day many days pass. Prayer has the ability to postpone that which we fear. So much of our lives are lived on the tyranny of the urgent & we knee-jerk react to things. Folks if you don’t know this you will soon, “LIFE IS A CRISIS”!!!! Prayer has built into it a time element that causes things not to be as urgent or desperate as we may  have thought they were at first. It’s kind of like going swimming in cold water, your body reacts to the sudden change of temperature but then you adjust & it’s not as quite as cold as you thought at first. Maybe they started out praying, “Oh God they are going to kill Peter now just like they did James, help.” But as the days passed they prayed, “God deliver Peter some way!” I don’t know about you all but some times all I need is a few days to get a better perspective on the crisis on hand? 

2. It brought about a peaceful heart: They were no doubt praying for Peters safety & rescue but God had given Peter a super-natural peace right in the midst of the situation. And how at peace was Peter you ask? Well he was so at peace that when it came time for the Lord to deliver him by way of an angel it took three attempts, (light, poking & voice) to get him up & still the angel had to help get dressed! Folks, God does not first deliver us OUT OF the situation He delivers us THROUGH the situation. I have this little saying on the wall in my office that I should read & take to heart more often; “God does not create joy by new surroundings; He creates new surroundings by joy!” Prayer calms the anxious heart!

3. It changed the situation & circumstance: Now as yet un know to those that were praying, God suddenly changed the circumstances to which Peter found himself in. Not only was Peter delivered from prison but also in a short while the one who threatened the life of Peter would himself be dead. Truly God is able to do “exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think.” (Eph 3:20) Folks we have a tendency to think & even pray within the box but we pray to a God who created the box & knew of it’s existence forever!  

Vs. 13-16 Now right away I can tell you that this is one of my favorite passages. There are two reasons for this:

a. I love the humor of it all.

b. I can relate to these great prayer warriors. 

Rhoda, whose name means rose, is the only one in the story who responded correctly. It is my opinion that she was most likely the youngest believer at the house. The reason I say this is that she apparently does not look at the situation to determine who God is but rather uses who God is to determine the situation. When we are young Christians we just simply believe. It was customary in those days to knock on a door & announce you name. So when Peter did this Rhoda recognized Peter’s voice, but instead of opening the door to let him in she runs off to tell the others that their prayers have been answered. 


I can just picture this young servant girl bouncing all over the place with excitement as a room full of somber mature Christians are praying. “Lord God, we beseech You now on our fourth day of praying on behalf of Peter. Please Oh God of all mercy, deliver him from the bars of oppression & bring him back to us!”  Then you hear, Rhoda blurt out, “Peter, Peter he’s….” “Quite Rhoda can’t you see we are praying for Peter’s freedom what’s gotten into you?” “Yeh, I know but he is right out side.” “That’s not funny, are you out of your head? He has been sentenced to death & tomorrow he is going to lose his head & your making jokes!” She kept on insisting that Peter was really out side so they could see she was serious & thought well, “Maybe it’s his guarding angel.” Now think about it Christians, if it was Peter’s guardian angel why did he need to stand at the door & knock? 

Vs. 16 Now switch back over to Peter still outside knocking on the door & whispering for fear of drawing attention to himself, “Hey guy’s it’s me come on let me in!” So they all come together to answer the door. It’s been suggested that they all came together thinking it may have been Herod’s police to arrest them. And when they see, him they all were saying, “I knew this was going to happen as we have been praying for days for your release.” No, they are blown away & are so loud that Peter who is still outside in the courtyard has to motion with his hand for them to be quite. 

Again look at these Christians folks: 

· Many were praying

· They praying in earnest

· They prayed day & night

· They prayed for days

· Their prayers were centered around the deliverance of Peter

And when Peter shows up in answer to their prayers they would not open the door to let him in. Peter had an easier time getting out of a well guarded prison chained between to Roman guards then he did getting into a prayer meeting on his behalf! How many times has the answer to our prayer came right up to our door & we refused to believe it? This week as I faced the building crisis & called C.C.M.B. I was told, “God has a door open, find the door!” In the case of these guys they needed to go to the door. 

Now Rhoda gave thanks at the answer of prayer when she heard the voice of Peter. The rest of the house gave thanks as they saw the answer of prayer in the face of Peter. But how much better would it have been if they began to rejoice & give thanks the moment they began to pray because they knew that God heard their voice & saw the situation? You see what I’m saying? Prayer first & foremost changes the one who prays! Had they gave thanks to the Lord in prayer they would not have doubted the Lords ability to answer prayer.          

Vs. 17 After Peter quiets the prayer meeting he tells them how the Lord brought out of prison & instructs them to tell James. Now this is not James the brother of John as he has already been put to death. No, this is James the ½ brother of Jesus, who at this time was the acting head of the Church at Jerusalem, Acts 15. Now Peter quickly leaves the area but we are not told where. There are some that claim that Peter went to Rome & was their 25 years as Pope & was killed there. But the truth is that does not seem to be the case, if it were so then why doesn’t Paul mention him in his letter to the Romans? Peter does fade from view in the book of Acts as the focus of Luke’s writings becomes more of the gentile Church. Accept where he appears some time latter at the council gathered to debate whether or not the gentiles need to be circumcised to be Christians in chapter 15. Then in Gal. 1:19 we are told that he had an extend stay in the Church at Antioch but that Paul had to confront him to his face, as he was eating only with the Jewish believers who had come up from Jerusalem. Lastly we are told that, according to 1 Cor. 9:5, 1 Cor 1:12 he traveled with his wife & apparently visited Corinth.      

Vs. 18-19 As soon as day broke there was a great turmoil about what had become of Peter. So Herod was searching for him examined the 16 guards & put them to death instead of Peter. The Roman law was that of a guard allowed a prisoner to escape then whatever sentence was upon the prisoner was now upon the guards. So clearly Herod’s intention was to kill Peter. And now doubt bummed at the escape of Peter Herod heads on down to Caesarea which is right on the Mediterranean Sea, as it was his capital.   

III.) Vs. 20-25 What’s eating him?

Vs. 20 –23 As a postscript Luke tells of what happened to Herod. We are not told of what got him angry at the two seaports on the Phoenician cost of modern day Lebanon but he was furious with them. Now they lay outside his jurisdiction but he did supply them with grain mainly from the Galilee region. So it appears that he just stopped trading with them a kind of embargo. Well that got the leaders that be to come up to Caesarea & bribe his chief of staff for an audience. Now the Jewish historian Josephus writes of this very event saying that the day all this took place was on a day when there was a celebration for Caesar who was a personal close friend. On the second day of the celebration Herod came out looking like Elton John or  in a robe made of silver that shown in the early morning sun light. Evidently he had set up his throne at the huge out door amphitheater. As he arose to give a speech the people wanting to placate him started shouting, “The voice of a god & not of a man.” Herod did not rebuke them nor reject their flattery instead felt a sharp & intensifying pain in his side & said, “I, a god in your eyes …. I who am called immortal by you, am now under the sentence of death.” Five days later he died. 

Luke says here that worms ate him & as a doctor uses a word for worm that describes a specific head structure of a tapeworm. This particular tape worm grows to around 16 inches & attaches it’s over a million eggs on the right lobe of the liver forming a cyst as the worms develop inside the cysts & rupture it which causes a painful death. This by the way is the same word Jesus uses in Mark 9:44 where He describes hell as a place where the “worm” does not die. This type of tapeworm keeps propagating itself  as each part of the worm is a complete unit made up of both male & female parts.  

Hey folks, this whole thing makes me realize that apart from prayer a lot of things can eat at us. We can be ridden with the worm of anxiety & worry. Or the worm of bitterness & anger. Now there is a treatment it’s give it to Jesus! If we don’t we are going to drop dead one day & not enjoy the life God has given us. 

Vs. 24 – 25 Luke closes the chapter with a contrast between the way of the world & the way of God. “he did not give glory to God. And he was eaten by worms and died. But the word of God grew and multiplied.” Notice what grew & multiplied, “the word of the Lord.” Nothing can stop the word of the Lord. It doesn’t matter how powerful a person is, or how rich & famous they are it’s foolish to think that you can live apart from total dependence upon God. Why not trust Him today & start by coming to Him in prayer with thanksgiving? 


Lastly we are told that Barnabas & Paul come back to Antioch & they bring back with  them John Mark his cousin. Now next week we will launch into the first full missionary journey.           
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I.) Intro.

Much of what we have all watched & listened too over the past week seems so unreal. What will take place over the next months or years in our country has yet to be known. But one thing almost all agree upon is that the events of 9-11-01 mark a turning point in the history of our country & perhaps our individual lives. People will forever in their lives speak of what they were doing on that Tuesday. Winston Churchill spoke of such event’s prior too & during the 2nd world war as, “Hinges of history”. They marked the passage by which universal change in the world transpired. I find the phrase fascinating, as hinges are small & almost invisible. They are not the door which people pass; no they are what places the door where it is, an opening between two different areas. There very function is to offer a “turning point” upon which radial change happens. 


Chapter 13 of Acts is a hinge of history as 12 years or so has gone by from the words of Jesus in Acts 1:8. You will remember His words prior to the ascension, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  They are now heading through the door of, “to the end of the earth.” The first 13 verse of this chapter is the hinges & we shall see how God’s sovereignty works along side mans free will. In so doing I believe that we will discover some principals that we can apply to times of change in our lives as well as how to have “turning points” for greater effectiveness.  

II.) Vs. 1-4 The will & the way

Vs. 1 In 11:30 we were told that the Church at Antioch was determined to send relief to the Church at Jerusalem & they did so through sending Barnabas & Paul. Then, as we saw two weeks ago, the first 24 verses of chapter 12 dealt with Peter & his deliverance from certain death by the Lord. It is only the 25th verse of chapter 12 that brings us back to 11:30 & the text before us today. Before us then is a radical change in the book of Acts the switch from the work of Jesus in Peter to that of the work of Jesus in Paul. 


God’s working in human lives & specifically our lives is often debated. How do we know God’s leading? How much of what directions we take in life are our following God or of our own making. Perhaps it could all be better said by the old adage, “Some people make things happen, others watch things happen, while still others are left wondering what’s happened!” Folks there are in every life certain “hinges” or turning points, which forever change our direction, but is there away that we can be sure not to miss them? Lets see first from man’s perspective!

1. Vs. 1 Stay apart of the body: Now this ought not need to be said but I will anyway, God did not change the direction of Paul apart from his continual & consistent involvement with the local Church. He has been teaching them for a year, (11:26) & Luke mentions five of them by name as the leaders of the Church. In fact it is interesting in the names listed that the Greek divides them into two sections:

a. Prophets: (GUIDE) Those who’s ministry was to speak forth the heart & mind of God. Seeing Barnabas name there does not surprise us as he is always mentioned as encouraging the body of Christ. And so that is the gift of prophecy to encourage, edify, exhort & comfort the body.     

Barnabas: We first were introduced to him in Acts 4:36. He was a Levite from Cypress.

 
Simeon: He was from northern Africa & had the nickname Niger or “black”. He most likely was the same Simeon of Luke 23:26 who was compelled to carry the cross of Jesus. His son’s we are told become part of the Church in Rome, Alexander & Rufus. 


Lucius: All we know of him is that he too was from northern Africa. 

b. Teachers: (GROUND) These are the folks who point folks to how to live for Jesus. 

Manaen: (man-a-in) This guy had been raised in the same home with Herod Antipas, who beheaded John the Baptist & presided over the trial of Jesus. 

Saul: Saul means “requested one” that was his Jewish name. It was a proud name. Paul was his Roman name, his Christian name if you will. What does it mean? Well it means little! Paul changed his name, which reflected the change that had happened in his heart. Perhaps today we would say that the name change went from, “You de man” to “little man”.   

That was the leadership of the Church in Antioch. They were “guided” & “grounded” by the local body. What’s my point? Much, if not all, of the turning points in our lives come about through normal consistency. God was going to radically change the world but He did so by men being faithful in the little things, being guided & grounded in the Lord. Folks, you will never be ready for God’s move in your life without being a part of the local Church. They are the instruments that He uses to get you ready. Now look again at the list of names that made up at least some of the leadership in the Church. What do you see? Well you see tremendous diversity & all of them had been radically changed by meeting Jesus.

· Barnabas, the Jewish Levite who took care of the temple, now a man who was the temple full of the Holy Spirit.

· Simeon, the African who was forced to carry the cross of Jesus but now does so with joy.

· Lucius, another African.

· Manaen, a man who was raised in wealth, power & great wickedness but now is teaching all about poverty of spirit, power of God & His righteousness. 

· Paul, the killer of Christ now willing to be killed for Christ.  

2. Vs. 2a Serve the Lord: These guys were not sitting around doing nothing waiting for directions from the Lord they were busy serving the Lord. God’s call is going to come while they are busy exercising the gifts God had given them. Notice that it does not say that they ministered FOR the Lord. No they were ministering TO the Lord. This is one of the many error those that serve in the Church often make. They do things for the Lord instead of to the Lord. How do you know if you have fallen into this error? Well it will be seen in your attitude. If you are serving to the Lord you won’t care what you do or who notices your service because you know that you are doing it TO the Lord. But if you are doing it FOR the Lord then you will be very concerned about what you do & who notices! God spoke to folks who were already busy doing His work towards Him. They did not yet know what He wanted them to do in the future but they did know what He wanted them to do now so that is what they were doing. Have you ever noticed how difficult it is drive your car when it is standing still?  

I love it the basics are here! God is moving but we are not sure what to do & when to do it. So, hey stay plugged into the Church & keep busy doing what you know He has called for you to do. Again it is this setting that God speaks to them. God asks us to be faithful! Now notice three things about Gods direction as He turns them.

1. Now separate to Me: The call of God never happens upon a person apart from a deeper commitment to the Lord. You can not go forward until you first draw nearer. We often want God to tell us what to do or where to go instead what He says is, “Come to Me!” 

2. Barnabas and Saul: It is God who chooses the men! The Church did not select the men God did. I doubt they would have pulled out so valuable of folks. 

3. For the work to which I have called them: God chooses the work. I love it! No doubt these men had already been hearing the Lord speak to them about reaching the Gentiles but it is God who chose them.

Do you see this? The call was clear but where to go & what to do was not. God very rarely gives us the blue prints of our lives. Instead He give a clear call to go but only enough information to keep us coming to Him for every thing. Folks, life is meant ot be a venture of faith! 

Vs. 3 So how did all of this come about? Well they were praying & fasting no doubt with a burden on their hearts. It was God’s sovereign choice mixed, as we shall see with man’s free will. They lay their hands on them; that is to say they commissioned they & sent on their way. Let me sate the obvious here in the work at hand:

· They prayed

· They waited on the Lord

· They served

· They went

When someone goes out there is always a part that the local body of Christ is to play. Yeh, “Some went while others sent!” I think it is great for the Church to be involved in short term missions, because it always makes us better “senders”! There is a real important role that we are to play if we send someone out on the mission field. 

Vs. 4 Now from the perspective of one being sent it is very important that you have dealt with the issue of Who is sending you! Here we are told that it was the Holy Spirit! This is always an important part of discerning God’s will in your life, the Holy Spirit was sending them & they were going. We are not told that the Holy Spirit told them to go to Seleucia & then to Cypress. You see that is the part where God lets you just go. So why did they chose to go here? Well the short of it is we are not told, but I have a suspicion that it was what was familiar to them. Cypress was where Barnabas grew up he knew the area, it was close by & a good place to start. Isn’t that great? God works through our natural choices to accomplish His will in our lives! I my life when I felt God’s call on me to go & pioneer a new work where did I go? Well I grew up in Modesto, it is where I went to school, where I met & married my wife. There was no mystical move of God here it was a natural move. “Hey Barney now that God has called us where do you think we should go?” “Hey, I don’t know Shorty, but while we aren’t sure yet let’s travel over to my home town & hang out!” And that’s what they did!   

III.) Vs. 5-13 Voted off the island

Vs. 5-6a They land at the port 130 miles right across the Mediterranean Sea from Seleucia. Salamis was on the Eastern part of Cypress & was really the most important city on the Island as it was the port. Now from God’s perspective Cypress was a very logical place to start the ministry to the Gentiles. First it had a very large Jewish population; it was only two days journey from the sending Church. The culture was predominately Greek so both Paul & Barnabas would be familiar with it’s culture. 


So what is it that they did? Well They preached the Word of God in the synagogues right on through the Island tell they came to the capital of Paphos. Now Cyprus was a Island that was know for it’s immorality. For three days every Spring they would hold a festival honoring the worship of Venus. Folks would come from all over the Island & even outside the Island for the celebration. Historians say that temple prostitution was so extensive that every woman on the Island was required by law to serve as a prostitute at least once in her life. So as your read through the history of Cyprus it is full of death, disease & despair. So that is where God sends the Good News! And these two start at one end of the Island & march right on through preaching the Word of God. Folks, that is what ought to be done now in light of our national tragedy the nation needs to hear the hope in Jesus!  And they take with them we are told here John Mark how does what ever is needed.    

Vs. 6b-11 Things are going well until they get to the capital & meet up with a Jewish false prophet who called himself the “Enlightened one son of salvation” (Elymas Bar-Jesus). We are not sure what his full deal was but we do know from Paul’s rebuke a few things:      

· He was Sorcerer, thus he was into the occult

· He was about turning people away from the faith, (vs. 8)

· He used deceit & fraud to do so.

· He was claiming to be related to Jesus & righteousness while really being into lies & the father of lies. 

· He was actively & at every opportunity seeking to make to pervert the simple gospel that they preached.  

Now he had hooked onto the head of the Island & Ws acting as his council until Pail & Barnabas came marching through the Island with the truth. 

So Paul steps up to the front now & for the first time begins to act as an apostle. Now a lot of people think Paul & the Lord are a little tough on the guy but the truth is that he was trying to keep people in the darkness so they would have to be dependent upon him. You see Elymas was into perversion & not conversion, so the Lord places him in the darkness so he has to be led. I’m always amazed at how the Lord works in live to get them to turn to Him. Now we never find out what happens to Elymas but we are told of what happens to Sergius Paulus. 

Vs. 12-13 The Proconsul believes. Now we are told here that it was not the miracle that shook him to the core but rather the teaching of the word of God. In fact archeology has unearthed inscriptions bearing his name in fact Sir William Ramsey has found evidence that he became a Christian along with his whole family. 


 So they finish the work on Cyprus & now move over to modern day Turkey, but John Mark can’t hack it for some reason & heads home. So you see here the mixture of God’s sovereignty & man’s free will & God receiving the glory.   

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

III.) Chp. 13-28 “Witnesses to the end of the earth”

Chp. 13-14 Being sent on the way (1st trip)
13:14-37

“The Word of encouragement”

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 14-16 His-story 

III.) Vs. 17-22 Grace in the past

IV.) Vs. 23-37 Grace in His Son

I.) Intro.

Last week I made sure that I listened to the Presidents speech before the nation. Prior to his address all T.V. commentators were in agreement that this was the most important speech of his life & perhaps our nations. President Bush had to say the right things the right way. As one who does public speaking every week I can tell you that this a very difficult thing to do. The responsibility to speak the truth but to do so with great care & compassion. By the way I think he did a great job. What we have before us today is one of Paul’s three recorded sermons, the most complete of the three. He has the task of speaking of the only hope that the world has to:

· Those who have not heard it before.

· Whose views are in direct conflict to Paul’s message.  

Now for those who like to study speeches & admire the way logic is communicated you will not find a better sermon in the book of Acts. I have spent a great deal of time this week looking at the religion of Islam, then preparing for this message. Man, are there ever-great reasons to rejoice that the truth of God’s Word has been made available to you & I.

II.) Vs. 14-16 His-story

Vs. 14-16 It is interesting that Paul did not stay long in Perga, instead he & Barnabas left the cost & traveled 100 miles up into the 3,600 foot Taurus mountains. There is no mention of them sharing the Word of God in Perga until their return trip in Acts 14:25. So why the quick departure? Well the speculation is that Paul got sick. In fact several months later as he writes a letter to the province of Galatia & says, “You know that because of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you at the first.” 


There are seven cites named Antioch & this one is the one located in modern day Turkey. So as was the custom of bringing the gospel to the Jews first & then to the Gentiles on the Sabbath they go into a synagogue. There was a general liturgy followed in the synagogue they would start out with opening prayers or Shema where 18 blessings or prayers were recited. Then there was a reading from the law, which is one of the first five books of the old testament. They would then open up one of the prophets followed by a “free reading” or teaching by a competent leader present, finally they would offer up a closing blessing. All of this was left up to the head of the synagogue to organize, so after the reading of the Law & the Prophets the rulers look over at Paul & Barnabas to see if they would like to address the congregation. 


It is hear that I would like to interject that these divine appointments do not come across our plate without God’s preparation. Paul had great experience even though this is his first recorded sermon. He had heard Stephen preach the gospel to him & others prior to his conversion. In fact there is a great similarity between the two sermons. Further more we saw that Paul in Acts 9:20 right after his conversion “preached or proclaimed” Jesus. After 3 years in Arabia he was able to prove that Jesus was the Christ. Six to eight years in his home town of Tarsus no doubt teaching & expounding the Word led to Barnabas seeking him out for a year long teaching engagement in Antioch of Syria. So you can clearly see that Paul was no “over night” phenomenon. Paul would later write Timothy & exhort him to be, “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.” Folks, you will never be ready to be used of God if you are not consistently studying the Word of God. 

So Paul motions with his hand for them properly addresses them. Now he is going to give them a history lesson but it’s not history as we usually read it. History usually about man’s accomplishments. Simply put most of history that man writes centers around men, men who have done certain things. But this history is not going to center around men but rather it is going center around God’s gracious care for them. 

III.) Grace in the past

1.) In the first section, (17-22) he is going to show them how God cared for them through out four periods of their history:

a. Vs. 17 Pre-history “God of this people Israel”: He was gracious to them prior to them being organized as a people. You will recall that God in Gen. 12 called Abraham out of his country to bless him. 

b. Vs. 17 Early history: “Chose our fathers”: He was gracious to them as he began to reveal Himself to their forefathers. Abraham, Isaac,  Jacob & then Jacobs 12 sons. God took those 12 & made them a nation of a million in 400 year’s time. 

c. Vs. 17-18 National history: God was gracious as He led them out of bondage & through 40 years of failure in the wilderness. 

d. Vs. 19-22 Territorial history: God was gracious to them as He fulfilled His promise from the start when He rooted out seven nations, to 400 years of guiding them through Judges & even after they rebelled he gave them a King that they wanted & one that He wanted. 

So what is the application point of this to you & I? Well it’s simple, if could stop for a moment & observe our lives we would be able to see how God’s grace had been inter-twined with our lives even prior to us meeting Him. A careful examination of  your life would reveal how He was trying to reach you when you were still apart from Him & had no knowledge of Him. Then you will be able to see how God was working through family to reach you. Some of you had godly parents others had other relatives who were living demonstrations of His love. Next you will recall times in your lives where you were a stinker & all caught up in rebellion for years yet God was still being gracious to you, trying to get your attention. Finally you will remember the times when you would admit there was a God & in many areas of your life you were allowing Him to rule over you, but still you had not fully surrendered. Does that sound kind of like your experience? It does mine! 

IV.) Vs. 23-37 Grace in His Son 

2.) In the second part of Paul’s sermon (verses 23-37) he focus in on how God brought all of His leading by grace to the fulfillment in the Son of His grace. 

a. Vs. 23-25 The promise proclaimed: Paul says that Jesus was the seed of David & thus the fulfillment of God’s promise to David. It is this promise that John the Baptist proclaimed.

b. Vs. 26-31 The prophecies published: Next Paul says that Jesus was the one the all the prophets spoke about & still the nations did not understand God’s word. In so missing the truth of the Word they unwittingly fulfilled more prophecies by putting Him to death but God raised Him from the dead.  

c. Vs. 32-37 The praised person: Lastley Paul says that accordingly Jesus is the only one who was killed for our sins, buried in a tomb & raised from the dead. No other person in history demonstrates God’s gracious care for us as much as Jesus!      

With that as an outline of Paul’s sermon let’s take a look at some of his points. 

1. Vs. 18 His grace was towards them in spite of them: The words, “He put up with their ways” can also be rendered “He cared for them”. As Paul mentions God’s grace & care for the young nation in the wilderness he does so by mentioning that God bestowed His grace & care for them because of who He is not who they were! Man have you ever realized what God has to put up with when He is daily dealing with you & I? For 40 years God hung with those rebellious Jews in the wilderness as they complained against Him. Have you ever realized that God’s actions towards us serve as a resume of His grace. 

2. Vs. 20 His grace was patient: Four hundred years of bondage, forty years of wondering & 10 years to take possession of the land. And all along the way He was still gracious towards them. Is it not amazing that God bestows His grace towards us for the amount of time that He does? Ever stop & wonder how much patience God has towards us? So much so that we take it for granted. 

3. Vs. Vs. 21-23 His grace was faithful: Israel means governed by God & so he did through providing judges. But when Samuel came & was about to pass on the nation wanted to be ruled by man. So God allowed them to by letting them select a man of the flesh, Saul who ruled them for forty years. Then in contrast to that God raised up a man named David & we’re told that he was a man after God’s heart. What do you think when you think of someone that is after God’s heart. Now remember it is God here who declares this about David & not David’s claims about himself! So what does it mean? Well in contrast to that of Saul David was a man who recognized his sin & turned from it towards God. David you will recall was an adulterer & murderer. You see a man after God’s heart is not a perfect man, no he is a man that knows he is a sinner & confesses his sins before a faithful God of grace. 

4. Vs.  24-37 His grace was persistent: John the Baptist was a guy evidently that they were familiar with in this area as we are told in Acts 19:1-3 that as Paul had encountered some disciples he asked them if they had received the Holy Spirit & they had not even heard that there was a Holy Spirit. So Paul asked well into what baptism were you baptized & they replied, “Into John's baptism.” John the Baptist responded to the grace of God as seen in Jesus by preparing hearts towards receiving Jesus. Look at these words, “the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to loose.” It was not uncommon in those days for a great teacher to have followers & it was expected that those followers would serve the teacher in certain ways. But the practice had gotten abusive at times, so the rabbis established a set of rules to decide what was to demeaning for a teacher to ask his followers to do. This was one of the things that was beneath a follower to do, “To loosen the strap” of  his teachers sandal. Yet John say’s when compared with Jesus he was not even worthy to do that! Next notice that Paul answer two questions that most folks still want answered:

a. Vs. 27 If Jesus was the Messiah why didn’t the Jews receive Him?  His answer, “because they did not know Him, nor even the voices of the Prophets which are read every Sabbath, have fulfilled them in condemning Him.”  In other words sin had blinded there understanding to the Word of God that was being read each week concerning Jesus. Remember what Jesus said in John 5:39, “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.” Man is that a warning for those who have not met Jesus they can hear the Word about Him & continue on in sin & miss the opportunity to be saved. They were ignorant of the Word so they missed the living Word

b. Vs. 28-30 If Jesus was rejected as being their savior does that ruin God’s plan? Paul’s answer was no way all they did was unwittingly fulfil God’s purpose. And we know this by seeing the resurrection. Man may do his best to fight against God, even to the point of killing Jesus but God is greater then even this & showed it by raising from the dead.   

5. Vs. 33-37 Grace was promised:  Paul here lists three of those promises in scripture. 

1. Ps. 2:7: HE WAS WHO HE SAID HE WAS This promise was fulfilled when God raised Jesus from the dead. You see this promise speaks not only of the incarnation, that is that God became man, but of the resurrection as the proof of his incarnation. 

2. Isaiah 55:3: HE DID WHAT HE SAID HE WAS GOING TO DO This is the promise that Jesus would not stay in the grave. Simply put Jesus showed that he was the instrument of the sure mercies of David by not staying in the grave.

3. Ps. 16:10 HE OFFERS THE ONLY WAY Since Jesus is Who He says He is & did what He said He was going to do, then you only have one logical choice, turn & trust Him!  

Folks, there is no plan “B”, good works are not good enough, religion is not religious enough. If they were then why did Jesus come & die for our sins? That’s the point of Paul as he preached this message. Now next week we will move into Paul’s closing as he gives his listeners the opportunity to respond. Again I think back to my study this week of Islam, what a hopeless religion truly God has shed His grace of us.      

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

III.) Chp. 13-28 “Witnesses to the end of the earth”

Chp. 13-14 Being sent on the way (1st trip)
13:38-52

“Amazing Grace”

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 38-41 Through this Man

III.) Vs. 42-48 Say it again

IV.) Vs. 49-52 Spread the Word

I.) Intro.

I never watch the liberal T.V. show “West Wing” for all I would do is end up having a one-sided argument with the T.V. set. But this past Wednesday it came on & I ended up watching it. Now what’s interesting is that I had been glued to a documentary on Adolph Hitler’s Germany. The documentary focused on the religion of Aryanism, which is the parent religion to Hinduism & Buddhism. Anyone watching that documentary followed by the episode of West Wing would have had a hard time relating to the statements of the show. You see the episode dealt with the subject of religion & how people practice it to the destruction of others. Their point was that all religions are the same. To illustrate their point on a blackboard one of the leading characters instructing High school students wrote down this question, “Terrorist’s are to Islam as ___________ are to Christianity?” The students took turns trying to fill in the blank & the closest they came was “fundamentalists” He assured them that though they did not like them that is not true. He then filled in the blank to the agreement of all with the capital letters KKK. The point the show was trying to make is that of Pluralism, in fact if anyone missed the point right at the end of the show the same character stated that the hope for the entire world is Pluralism. Pluralism or Syncretism is the attempt to reconcile diverse or opposing beliefs or practices as it relates to religion, (one world religion).  What the show was trying to say is that the Koran, the Bible or what ever is all truth & equal in value as it relates to mankind. Whatever their differences & contradictions are somehow Jesus, Mohammed, Buddha, Krishna, your higher power etc. are the same in the end. After all, truth is not absolute it is relative, they state. For people to make those statements they must have never read the Bible & what it teaches compared to what other religions claim. They are in fact mutually exclusive, either the Bible is true & all others are false or it is the other way around. 


Paul finishes up his message with some striking truths about the person & work of Jesus that can not be said of any other person or message!      

II.) Vs. 38-41 Through this Man

Vs. 38-39 Paul having just shown God’s grace through human history now shows how Jesus was culmination of that history. Paul, whom I believe wrote the letter to the Hebrews, states this in his opening verses of that book as we read; “God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”  


One of the great questions that every person should ask of their belief system is, “What does it have to say about sin?” To the Hindu you pay for your own sin by coming back in the next life, thus they have an elaborate cast system so that you don’t help those who are desperate. Most the rest of the religions from Aryanism to Zoroastrianism, deal with a complicated system of good works. Not so with Christianity! 

Now stop & think about this for a moment, Paul had just preached in verse 28 that though they found no reason to put Jesus to death they still delivered Him over to Pilate for his execution. Then here in verse 38 Paul says it’s through His death & subsequent resurrection that Paul is now preaching forgiveness of sins. What? The sin of killing an innocent Jesus provided the only way by which all human sin will be forgiven. What great news this was for those who listened. In 1 Kings 8:46 Solomon declared “there is no one who does not sin”, it’s a universal affliction in all of humanity. Man’s greatest need gave way to God’s greatest deed, or as Paul writes in Rom. 5:20 “where sin abounded, grace abounded much more.” 

And if that was not enough in verse 39 Paul further elaborates on the work of Jesus by saying, “by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things”. And too illustrate the magnitude of his statement Paul puts the emphasis on this by adding the comparison in the words, “from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.” Maybe you are wondering what’s the difference between “FORGIVNESS” of sins & “JUSTIFIED” from all things? Forgiveness is a great blessing & clearly being justified entails this but it adds even more upon it. Perhaps the best way to illustrate the difference is to think of it in terms of a military discharge. If you are discharged from the military you have a service record. The fact remains that no matter how you are discharged you are no longer in service to your country. You could be kicked out of the military because you broke the rules or committed a crime, it doesn’t matter your service to your country has been forgiven, your debt has been paid! However the way in which you were discharged does stay on your record, so if you were given a dishonorable or a general discharge you are still out of the military but the way in which you are out still hangs over you. So Paul is saying that your debt due to your sins was given an honorable discharge! Ok, Ok is there any fine print on this deal you ask? Well lets look at this carefully:

· First it say’s here that it’s for EVERYONE: Now in the Greek the word “everyone” means…. EVERYONE! You see this offer is made available to every human person no matter what their ancestry, person failure, religious background, etc. 

· Second it say’s that this “honorable discharge” covers ALL THINGS: Not most things, past things, but “all things”. Every sin you have ever committed or are presently committing or will commit in the future you will be given an “honorable discharge” from!    

So what’s the catch? Well there are only two things necessary for us to partake of such a great grace as having all sin given an honorable discharge by God:

1. BY HIM: We must recognize that the “goodness” or grace of another & not our own merits has granted us this honorable discharge. 

2. EVERYONE WHO BELIEVES: Next we must give our lives over to Him to be able to appropriate the benefits of this promise. Paul does not say that everyone who says the name of Jesus, prays or intellectually agrees with the person or work of Jesus has been given an honorable discharge from their sins. No, it says that they have put their “complete trust” in Jesus. 

Now notice those ending words, “from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.” Paul’s listeners were well aware of the law & were even trying to live by them but were still failing. Later he would write to this same group in Gal. 3:10, “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.” Then to the Roman’s he would write, “Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.” 


Hey, dear Christian if you are going to try to live by the law your doomed to failure. Paul would write these same believers less then a year later with these words in Gal. 2:21 “I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.” Simply put if good works, the law or any other then worked or was necessary for your forgiveness then why did Jesus die? 

Vs. 40-41 There were now doubt people who heard this great news of God’s grace & said, “I don’t believe it. I can’t receive it! That my sins can have a “honorable discharge” by trusting in Jesus.” Perhaps some here today are thinking, “It’s too good to be true.” But the truth is He is so good that it is true! So Paul anticipates this by quoting Habakkuk’s words about God’s soon coming judgement upon Judah & there refusal to trust in God’s grace & goodness. The warning is to all whom refuse to accept this free offer because they can not earn it! Friend for a moment I want you to stop thinking about the person next to you or what your going to do once you leave here. I speaking to you, don’t reject the opportunity today of receiving an honorable discharge from all your sin!      

III.) Vs. 42-48 Say it again
Vs. 42-44 The initial reaction to Paul’s words were generally positive. I have been teaching the Word of God for 15 years & I can’t every remember someone coming up to me & saying, “Man what you shared spoke to my heart so much would you mind giving the same message next week?” In fact the word “begged” in the Greek is “kept” begging him. Now I do find it interesting as Luke gives the impression that the Gentiles waited until after the Jews left the synagogue before they made this comment. You see the Jews had been trying to get the gentiles to obey the law, so that when they heard the message of grace they waited before they responded so eagerly. 


As Paul & Barnabas made it outside by the words they spoke to them, “continue in the grace of God”, it is safe to say that they had given their lives to Jesus. These words also help to give a definition to what Paul had said concerning everyone who believes. In other words those that believe are those who continue in grace. The mark of being born again is continuing in the grace that saves. Or put another way, “There can be no assurance without perseverance!” It is the abiding relationship that we have in Jesus that shows that we are His. 

A week later almost the whole town shows up to hear the Word of God. Now what this shows was that their interest was not just a passing fancy but rather something that stirred their interest enough that they told others. With that said the sudden swill of community interest brought about the opposite response in the Jews who did not receive Jesus. So they were continually trying to contradict the teachings even to the point of speak evil of Jesus. These guys were not going after the messengers they were attacking the message. 

Vs. 46-47 Paul & Barnabas response to this open opposition was boldness in the truth. Paul says, “Hey it was a privilege that the Word of God came to you all first, but in rejecting it you judge yourselves not worthy of hearing it.” So Paul says then they will share it with those who want to hear it & receive it. So he quotes a passage in Isaiah 49:6 saying as much. Folks, there is much wisdom in not spending all your time trying to share the truth to those who only want to mock & ridicule it. 

Vs. 48 With Paul’s statement to the Jews the Gentiles rejoiced & glorified the Word of God. Now the next phrase has gotten in the center of many debates concerning predestination & free will. First lets look at what it says, “as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.” It does not say it the other way around, “as many as believed were appointed eternal life.”  

So what this shows us is that Luke’s words are from God’s perspective. The word “appointed” come from a word that means to inscribe or enroll which gives me a great perspective. I kind of wonder some times if perhaps God has written every humans name in the book of life & that when they refuse to trust in His son they on their on blot out their names? Any way, we know that God knows who would receive His Son for all eternity the question is how can we know? Well that is easy repent & receive & I guess you will discover that your name is there! Those that go to hell are those who choose to do so.  

IV.) Vs. 49-52 Spread the Word
Vs. 49-51 The over all out come was the Word of God was spread throughout all of Galatia. Now it was not just through Paul & Barnabas but through al those who trusted in Jesus. Did you now that most of all successful evangelism happens by those who themselves are new to Jesus? That’s why a fired up youth group is a great tool of the Lord in His church & folks I think we could learn quite a bit from ours! So what we see is that the Word of God shook up the area, but in the next verses we read that others stirred up trouble among the prominent women who were married to the leaders of the community & took them & beat them with rods as we are told else where, (2 Cor. 11:25). So some were shaken up while other were shaken off! But the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit & because of that great joy!   

