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I.) Chp. 1-8:4 “Witnesses in Jerusalem”

a. Chp. 1-2 Jesus & His movement

b. Chp. 3-5 Power, preaching & prison 

c. Chp. 6-8:4 Suffering servants

II.) Chp. 8:5-12 “Witnesses in Judea and Samaria”

a. Chp. 8:5-9:31 Out of the comfort zone

b. Chp. 9:32-11:18 Uncommon Peter 

c. Chp. 11:19-12 Gaining speed over bumps 

III.) Chp. 13-28 “Witnesses to the end of the earth”

a. Chp. 13-14 Being sent on the way (1st trip)

b. Chp. 15-18:21 Traditions & the road less traveled (2nd trip)
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14:1-28

“The tale of three cities part a”

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 1-5 Iconium: A war of words

I.) Intro.

We have been looking at Paul & Barnabas 1st missionary journey. You will recall that they had been sent out by the Holy Spirit & commissioned by the Church at Antioch. From there they spent as much as a year in Barnabas’ home, Cyprus, after this God moved them to Asia Minor to an area know as Galatia. For the last two weeks we have been studying Paul’s sermon in the synagogue in Antioch of Pisidia. Again persecution arose & they were kicked out of that city. Now what I glean out of this section is what it takes to be a successful “soul explorer” I mean Paul & Barnabas are world travelers discovering new lands & peoples. To borrow a phrase they were “boldly going where no man has gone before”. Think of this a minute & you will find that all of mankind is full of those who venture out & explore the world around them. Paul’s journey is much nobler in that He & Barnabas were sent on a mission for another. Later he would say in 2 Cor. 5:20 “we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.” What was his method, his message to these folks? How can we learn to duplicate this in our explorations to the far away lands of human hearts? Folk’s God is a missionary God His desire is to plead through us for the world to be reconciled to Him. A missionary professor spoke these words to a group of potential missionaries years ago as he had been sharing with them the passage before us, “Never has anyone done so much with so little for the kingdom of God!” He then paused & looking around the room he continued, “And never has anyone done so little with so much!” It’ is my prayer that you & I will learn much from Paul’s methods & start our own missionary journey here in Merced.     

II.) Vs. 1-5 Iconium: A war of words

Vs. 1 Now we have read that Paul & Barnabas left shaking the dust off of the rejection of Jesus in Antioch & now travel some 80 miles to the southeast to Iconium. But what is not told in the text is why they went to Iconium? 

You see the Romans were great road builders, it was how they conquered the world. In fact if you travel to this area of the world you will still find traces of the roads they built linking different parts of their kingdom. Cesar Agustus had built this major road from Ephesus to the Euphrates extending all the way into Galatia in 6 B.C. Being the proud man that he was he named it after himself, (Via Agustus or Via Sebastos in Greek). Now as Paul & Barnabas came out of Antioch of Pisidia they were faced with a greater decision then shaking dust of them, for the Via Sebastos branched into two roads right at the edge of town. One went north 120 miles to the Roman colony of Comana. The other went southeast to this Greek city. The bottom line was that the direction they took would change the coarse of the outreach. 

So here’s the application point that instructs in how to be effective in reaching our world for Jesus: 

· BE LED BY THE SPIRIT: We are not told of the process of why they chose the road that went through the rolling hills towards the Greek city instead of the taking the mountain route to the Roman city but it is safe to say the Holy Spirit was leading them to where He wanted them. The question we need to ask ourselves is how open are we to the Holy Spirit's ’leading us to whom he would have us to share? The Roman city would of meant more comfort & it would have been more modern. Folks, God led them to the sticks!    

Iconium was a Greek city that had been resistant to Roman rule & instead of becoming a town ruled by the Romans it chose rather to continue to be ruled by an assembly of Greek citizens called a (Demos). The name comes from the Greek word for image in which we get our word icon. Further more we are told that it had quite a few Jewish people living there as they had a synagogue. 

That leads me to the second point about how to be effective in reaching our world for Jesus: 

· START WITH WHAT YOU KNOW: You see what Paul & Barnabas did? They went right back to a synagogue & spoke to those who were the most familiar with the message, the Jews & gentile converts. In business I learned this phrase, “Location, location, location!” I think that this is a good principal to use in sharing the gospel as well. Go to where you have the most natural contact. Maybe that is those that you work with, perhaps it’s those that you have a common hobby with, but what ever it is those that you already kind of know. Now I think we can carry this a bit further to say that when we go to those that we already have a contact with, start or at least look for an area of interest where you can begin to plug in the truths of Jesus. Look for areas where you can speak to them about Jesus. That’s what Paul did as he went to a place that was most open to the truth & then spoke to them about the subject that they knew.

Vs. 2 Now look at what happens in this synagogue as Paul bean to teach:

a. Vs. 1b “So spoke that a great multitude both of Jews & of Greeks believed”: Paul shared the truth, the truth that they had proclaimed many times before, & it suddenly clicked. There was an immediate response; the word of God touched hearts. They had been kicked out of the last region & yet they go back into another synagogue & proclaim the exact same message. Simple put, they did not alter the message because of the lack of the results or the persecution in the last place! 

b. Vs. 2 “But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brethren.”: The word “unbelieving” literally means refused to obey! In other words it was not the message that was lacking but rather the hearts of those that heard it. So because of the success of the gospel they set about to poison the minds of those that had responded or would have responded.

Now what application point can we draw from this? Well here is a third point about how to be effective in reaching our world for Jesus:

· THE MESSAGE MUST BRING OUT A RESPONSE: That is the common denominator in the two opposite reactions to the preaching of the gospel. I suggest to you that Paul could see that the message was hitting home because of both of the reactions. Paul would later say in 2 Cor. 2:16 “To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life.”  The point is that the character of the Word of God is that it is alive & it always stirs people up, some to life some to death. As far as knowing whether or not the message is hitting home or not opposition is as good as reception. 

Vs. 3 Now look at how Paul & Barnabas handled this opposition. It say’s in verse two that those who refused to obey the Word went about to those who would receive the Word & poisoned them against it. So you would think, “Well it’s time to move on from here no open doors you know!”  But instead of that we read the exact opposite, “Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord.” Paul said, “Hey these guys are poisoning the minds of those that would hear the truth so lets stay as long as it takes & keep on speaking the Word of the Lord!” 

So what’s the application point? The fourth point on how to be effective in reaching our world for Jesus: 

· BE CONSISTANT NO MATTER WHAT OTHERS SAY: There is an interesting tract written a couple of 100 years latter called “The Acts of Paul”. Most of it is legendary stories of Paul’s ministry in this region. One of the fanciful stories is called the “Acts of Paul & Theckla”. The setting of the story is Iconium & according to the story Paul falls in love with a young woman Theckla & their love affair is so wide spread that breaks up her family & turns the whole city against them. Now we know that the story is not true but what is interesting is that this is consistent with how the enemy would seek to destroy the message of the gospel by attacking the credibility of the messenger. Again we are not told how they poisoned the minds of the folks of Iconium but Paul did not allow that to stop him from speaking of the truth, not even if they made false accusation against him.  
Next notice that it says, “the Lord …was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands.” Do you see that? The Lord was defending the truth of the message by working miracles through Paul & Barnabas. Look at the order, they were speaking boldly in the Lord, the Word of His grace & the Lord was bearing witness to the Word of grace by signs & wonders. Man that is just the opposite of what most Church’s or ministries do today. They use signs & wonders to draw people & then use the Word of the Lord to support the signs & wonders. No wonder people’s lives are not being transformed. Folks, we don’t need signs & wonders to get people into the Church we need the Word of the Lord, the signs & wonders God will do to support the Word of grace!     

So what’s the application point? The fifth point on how to be effective in reaching our world for Jesus: 

· DON’T TRY TO SENSATIONALIZE THE TRUTH: Folk’s we don’t need to worry about trying to make Jesus & His word more exciting, let God do what He wants to do in supporting His truth. All that you do when you put signs & wonders ahead of the message is cheapen or lessen the importance upon the truth. Roman’s does not say faith comes by seeing the signs & wonders it says that it comes from hearing the Word of God! It was the Word of grace that preformed the Work of grace!

Vs. 4-6 The result of all this tension was a city divided between the truth & a lie. They stayed there as long as they could until they were forced to leave. Now notice here that Luke calls both of them Paul & Barnabas “apostles” he will do so again in verse 14. So? Well perhaps you’re wondering about that? The bible says that there were 12 apostles not 13. Obviously Barnabas was not an official apostle in the since of the 12 or like Paul. But he was an apostle in the general use of the word that means messenger. 

Now this leads me to yet another application point. The sixth point on how to be effective in reaching our world for Jesus: 

· NEVER LOSE SIGHT OF YOUR JOB: Paul & Barnabas stayed as long as there was an opportunity to proclaim the Word of grace. But when the doors closed they were not too proud to leave. You see they were just messengers it was not about them or their ego. So they stayed their teaching the Word but when the city became so divided, that an angry mob was going to take them by force & kill them it was time to move on. Now what is interesting to me is that we are told that in verses 21-22 they came back to Iconium to “strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith.” So they leave for awhile let things cool down a bit & go back. All too often we Christians share the word of grace in such a way as to win the argument but in so doing we lose the soul!  
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I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 6-20 Lystra: Jesus rocks, Paul’s stoned

III.) Vs. 21-28 Derby: Strengthened souls

I.) Intro.

Paul would write to the Corinthians, “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” “These things”; that is the things they know, received freely from the Spirit of God, they also spoke empowered by the same Holy Spirit. Jesus commanded in Matt. 28 that we are to. “Go …  and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” But just how do we do this? Well you will recall that by looking at chapter 14 we can see some important things to remember as we also speak to others:

· BE LED BY THE SPIRIT

· START WITH WHAT YOU KNOW 

· THE MESSAGE MUST BRING OUT A RESPONSE

· BE CONSISTANT NO MATTER WHAT OTHERS SAY

· DON’T TRY TO SENSATIONALIZE THE TRUTH

· NEVER LOSE SIGHT OF YOUR JOB
III.) Vs. 6-20 Lystra: Jesus rocks, Paul’s stoned

Vs. 6 Now they moved to the second of there three cites, Lystra, which was about 20 miles southwest from Iconium, but it was worlds apart culturally. It was backwoods place where Caesar had turned it into a Roman colony & brought in some army vets to fortify it. The population base was mainly uneducated class of people who came from a small tribe that spoke it’s own language, (verse 11). Evidently there were not enough Jews there to have a synagogue as it took only 10 males to form one.

We do know according Acts 16:1 & 2 Tim. 1:5 that there were some Jews there as this was the home of young man named Timothy. You will remember Timothy from the two letters that Paul writes him as the “son in the faith”. Apparently his father was Greek but his mother Eunice & grandmother Lois were Jewish believers. 

Vs. 7, 15-17 I’m going to skip a head for a moment & look at Paul’s message. Now since they didn’t have a synagogue they had to change what they normally did. Now we can’t be sure but this probably happened at the town square. We know that Paul preached the gospel as verse 7 tells us, but what did that consist of seeing that crowd was Gentile & not Jewish? Well I think we are given a sample of what he had been preaching in verses 15-17. 

1. Vs. 15 “the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them”.  First of all he spoke to them about God as a single living creator. You see in the Greek Mythology there were many gods & they were all fighting with each other, so they made statues to them & gave them special holidays & all. So Paul says, “Hey, look at creation, look at the order & harmony in it. There’s not many god’s there is one God who created everything.” 

2. Vs. 17 “He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.” His second point is that since there is one God who did this it doesn’t make since that he should just create it & not be interested in it. God is not dead He is alive. And to show that He is alive & interested in His creation look at the good that he does:

a. gave us rain from heaven: God blesses us with refreshment. It does not matter who you are His rain is upon the just & the unjust, (Matt. 5:45). Simply put God is faithful no matter who you are.

b. and fruitful seasons: God has given people times of great blessing as individuals. The Bible say’s that it’s His goodness that leads us to repentance, (Rom. 2:4). The Prophet Ezekiel spoke to Judah by warning her not to be like Sodom who God had provided, “fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.” (Ezek. 16:49) So the Lord had given them seasons of fruitfulness. Thus Paul says that God had been, “filling our hearts with food and gladness.”

c. Vs. 15 Thus Paul preached that they,  “should turn from these useless things to the living God, … who in bygone generations allowed all nations to walk in their own ways.” You see Paul’s point? God has cut you some slack given you free will but it’s time to make some changes. 

That was Paul’s message to those who did not know the scriptures. Which leads me to the 

The seventh point on how to be effective in reaching our world for Jesus: 

· MINISTER FROM WHERE PEOPLE ARE: Paul did not start quoting the O.T. prophets about Jesus’ first coming. Why? Because it would have meant nothing to them. I’m always trying to tell Christians not to witness using big fancy theological words. Hey, if you are going to use them be ready to explain them. Paul just went with what there Greek culture was filled with, gods & then turned that around to a lesson of God’s grace towards them. But notice that Paul always gave folks an opportunity to respond. You see there was plenty of theology in his message but it was easy for them to understand. 

Vs. 8-10 Luke now describes the mans condition as having three strikes against him:

a. Without strength in his feet: In the Greek it literally means that it was medically impossible for this man to walk. His feet did not work!  NO ENERGY 

b. A cripple from his mother’s womb: Luke says that it was a genetic defect, or if you will he was born that way! NO EXPERIENCE
c. Who had never walked: Lastly he had no practice in walking. In other words he did not know what walking would be like. NO EDUCATION
According to Luke’s threefold description any one of these three statements would have made him lame but all of them together made it irreversibly impossible to do so. He was hopelessly & helplessly a cripple. That’s what Luke the doctor wants us to see concerning this miracle.


Now we are told in verse 9 according to the Greek that this man had a habit of listening to Paul preach the message we just outlined above. So evidently Paul & Barnabas had came to this same section of town with the same message. And it was this day that Paul noticed him as he listened to the message of hope & help to those who had no hope or help. Folk’s, that’s what healing is all about! Healing the physical body is a way of revealing two important things:

1. That life as we have to live it is not the way that God intended it to be. Something foreign has entered God’s creation & it has corrupted it bringing about hopelessness & helplessness. The Bible tells us that the foreign element is sin! And there is nothing that man can do about it. Good people, as well as evil people, are born with bodies & lives that don’t work as they are designed. 

2. Only God can change the effects of the condition of sin. That is what healing is about. Jesus can change your hopeless & helpless condition from death to life. 

You see it does not matter your education, environment, or self-effort the effects of sin are all around us & will eventually be seen in our own lives as well. It is not just evil people that get cancer or only bank robbers that get killed in accidents. No, you can be the nicest person who has ever lived & have the effects of sin effect you. Further more you can not reverse the effects of sin by taking out the trash when your not told to! Folk’s our own experience has witnessed the truth of this in our own lives.        

So picture now this hopeless & helpless man listening to Paul’s words about a God who is not made out of marble but is living. “Could it be true?” “Can this God change me & reverse that which apart from Him is irreversible?” Stand up strait on your feet, & he leaped & walked! 

Wow, that’s my testimony too. No I was not born lame physically but I was born lame spiritually. My life did not function as God had designed it to & I had that condition since birth. The moment I responded in obedience to the word of Grace I stood up straight, leaped & began walking as God had designed. 

Vs. 11-14 Now the response of the multitudes is a pit puzzling if you do not know the culture. It seems about 50 years earlier a poet named Ovid had wrote about several local legends about the Greek gods Zeus & Mercury. 

Now you may not be into Greek mythology so let me fill you in. Barnabas they thought was Zeus, he was the god of the sky & his weapon was a thunderbolt. According to the myths he was the leader of all the other so-called gods & as far as mortals were concerned he looked out for travelers & punished those who broke oaths. His statue depicted him as a bearded man with bulging muscles, kind of like me only with a beard! Hermes, or Mercury was Zeus’ son, they thought was Paul. Mercury was the messenger of the gods, you will recall that he is depicted wearing a cap with little wings on it. In Greek mythology it is Mercury that escorts the souls of the dead to the underworld & he was also the patron of literature. So it is easy to see how they listened to Paul speak intelligently about life after death & equated him with their superstition. Further more as I said the poet Ovid 50 years earlier had written a story about Zeus & Mercury when they come down to Lystra disguised as mortals. They sought hospitality from the towns’ people but none was given them accept for an old couple. So they destroyed the city accept for the old couple who they made keepers of their temple until they died & then they turned them to trees to guard it. They have found stones in Lystra which speak of the worship of these two gods. 


Now looking at this miracle, though greatly beneficial to the lame man, it had an adverse effect on the ministry in Lystra. Yes, it attracted attention but it produced wrong results. You see the town’s folks were steeped in superstition & see the miracle didn’t want to miss the opportunity to show the proper hospitality. These people, speaking in their own language are about ready to sacrifice to them when Paul & Barnabas figure out what they are up to & put a stop to it. Folk’s miracles don’t save souls only Jesus can do that!

Now this leads me to eighth point on how to be effective in reaching our world for Jesus:

DON’T TOUCH GODS GLORY: How tempting this would have been for Paul & Barnabas to accept the sacrifice because of the approval of the people & later try to witness them. 

This story reminds me of Captain James Cook the famous British explorer. On his third exploration of the Pacific ocean seeking to find a passageway between the two oceans he sailed by a group of island he named the Sandwich Islands, we know them now as the Hawaiian Islands. It is not sure whether the Islanders thought that he was a god or that they treated him as one in honor of their fertility god Lono. But at any rate they, gave him a huge celebration fit for a god or a king, which he gladly accepted. The story is a bit clouded but what is certain is that many of the 182 sailors aboard the two ships, Resolution & Discovery, slept with the native girls giving them VD which was not a appropriate thing to do in honor of a fertility god. They left the Island on way to the pacific coast only having to come back to the Island’s to avoid the winter. Cook’s return trip was to be his last, upon arriving the welcome was not as good as it was the first visit as many of the women were sick or dying. They left, but when a mast broke they had to return & this time there was argument about a long boat. Cook became enraged & was attacked, when they saw his blood they took his life! 

The point is like in the case of Captain Cook where the gifts of Lono made him loony, so to when Christians act as if what God has done through them has come from our talents or resources. People’s applause is fickle at best & has brought down many good ministries. Instead of accepting the praise of men they should their disdain for it by tearing their clothes a Jewish sign of grief. Not only that they explained that the reason for their being there & the message was to turn from such “vain” things. The word vain appears 6 times in the N.T. & it means empty or useless things. Paul wanted them to know that you could not just add Jesus to the pantheon of idols they were already worshipping.              

Vs. 18-19 Hear is a clear example at how fickle people can be. One minute they are ready to worship Paul as a god the next minute they are ready to kill him. I mean even after Paul rebuked them for their idolatry they still had a desire to worship them. 


Here in verse 19 we see what changed their opinions were a group that came as far away as 120 miles to upset the ministry. What caused the people to turn so quickly from worship to rocks? Well it was that the multitudes were all caught in the instrument instead of listening to the music. It’s easy to do, you hear a teaching that really ministers to your heart, something someone say’s or does has an impact on you & you begin to slip into over appreciation. Think of it this way when you get a present you don’t open it, toss the gift & say, “Wow, what a box!” But that is what they did, so when they heard from other that all Paul was is an plain ordinary box they sought to crush him. 


So they take Paul out of the city & attempt to execute him Jewish style, by stoning him. Now it appears that they thought that they had succeeded as they are taking his lifeless body out of town & after they leave the body of Christ gather around him & Paul rose up & went back into the city. Man, what do you do with a guy like this?        

Now this leads me to ninth point on how to be effective in reaching our world for Jesus:

KEEP THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THING: I love this neither success nor failure changed Paul’s message about Jesus. He proclaims Jesus & heals a lame man & they want to worship him. So he proclaims Jesus & says that they ought to turn from worthless idols to Jesus the living God, & still they want to worship. Folks travel 120 miles to change the fickle minds & they try to kill & the next day he goes back into the city. Paul was focused not on the outcome but rather on Jesus who he was proclaiming. We are so prone to get caught up in success & failure.    

III.) Vs. 21-28 Derby: Strengthened souls

Vs. 21a Luke sums up the ministry described here in Derby very briefly; “they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples.”  Derby was about 60 miles southeast of Lystra & was a frontier town & in Acts 20:4 we are told that Gaius who was one of Paul’s travel companions was from this little frontier town. And Paul travels there the day after being stoned, man what a tuff old guy. 

Now what we glean from this is interesting, Timothy a leader in the early church comes from the little town of Lystra. Gaius a leader in the Church comes from a little town of Derby. Yeh, well it appears to me that many times God raises up some great leaders from obscure ministries! Today people are all caught in the numeric size of the local church but time & again in the scriptures we see God using the small ministries to reach the world! Clearly God gages success differently then we often do.  

Vs. 21b Twice in this verse we see the word “disciple”. Once when it refers to Paul’s preaching in Derby, & once when it refers to his “strengthening the souls” of those believers in Lystra, Iconium & Antioch.

Now this leads me to tenth point on how to be effective in reaching our world for Jesus:      


MAKE DISCIPLES AND NOT JUST DECISONS: Paul wanted to make strong followers after Jesus not just those that would raise their hand & repeat after him. Over & over again in Paul’s ministry you will see that Paul was concerned with the believers walk with God & not just their talk. This is what lead him back into the cities that had expelled him, to make sure that those who had made a profession of faith new how to live the new life they had just entered into. 

Now along this line we can see six different things that Paul & Barnabas did with these disciples to help them with their WALK with Jesus,

1. Vs. 22 Strengthened: The word here has the same root word as the word epistle, which means a word sent. Here the word means to establish or to render more firm. Simply put they taught them the Word of God which caused them to become more firm in their faith. 

2. Vs. 22 Exhorted: Here the word that is also used for the Holy Spirit’s to come along side. In other words Paul & Barnabas came alongside to disciple or demonstrate how to walk with Jesus. 

3. Vs. 22 Continue in the faith: Clearly the emphasis was in the area of perseverance or consistency. They modeled a consistent walk in the faith. In other words they told them & showed them that a relationship with Jesus was a marathon & not a sprint.

4. Vs. 22 Endurance: “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” Along the above lines they told them that life in Christ was not easy & that it was a life of endurance. Paul could well show them the scars on his own body to prove this point. Paul did not want them to get disillusioned when trouble & persecutions came their way, but rather to expect it & to ride them to the glory of God. 

5. Vs. 23 Appointed elders: That is they organized them so that they would continue to grow in their walk with Jesus long after Paul & Barnabas had left. What is interesting is that all in those Church’s would have been new believers but still there need to be a structure that would accommodate growth. 

6. Vs. 23 Prayed fasted & commended them to the Lord: Simply put they showed them by their actions that the answer to how to continue to walk with Jesus is total dependence upon Him. Whether it was selecting leadership or just daily living they needed to continually turn to Jesus.           

Vs. 24-25 Notice here that they spoke the Word in Perga before they returned home. Man I like that, they had passed this town by as they came into Galatia the timing was not right, but on the way back they make sure that they share the truth to those folks as well. 

Now this leads me to eleventh point on how to be effective in reaching our world for Jesus:


DON’T PASS BY THE OPORTUNITIES GOD GIVES YOU: Hey, they did not feel led to share with them at first perhaps because of Paul’s health but when given the opportunity again they preached the Word there as well.  

Vs 26-28 Now we see them coming back into Antioch where they had been sent out & they gathered all of the folks together & shared all the God had done with them. Did you see that? They did not share what they had done for God but rather what God had done for them in reaching the Gentiles. So it says that they stayed there a long time with the believers there which leads me to my twelfth point on how to be effective in reaching our world for Jesus:


ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO GO AND REACH THE WORLD: Part of Paul’s & Barnabas ministry was to come back to the place where God had sent them out for the work & share all that He had done through them. Now we can’t be sure but I’m certain that their got more from the Church there involved in sharing their faith both locally as well as abroad. 

So let me again go over those 12 points on how to be effective in reaching the world for Jesus as learned in Acts 14:

· BE LED BY THE SPIRIT

· START WITH WHAT YOU KNOW 

· THE MESSAGE MUST BRING OUT A RESPONSE

· BE CONSISTANT NO MATTER WHAT OTHERS SAY

· DON’T TRY TO SENSATIONALIZE THE TRUTH

· NEVER LOSE SIGHT OF YOUR JOB
· MINISTER FROM WHERE PEOPLE ARE
· DON’T TOUCH GODS GLORY
· KEEP THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THING
· MAKE DISCIPLES AND NOT JUST DECISIONS
· DON’T PASS BY THE OPORTUNITIES GOD GIVES YOU
· ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO GO AND REACH THE WORLD
Acts
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III.) Chp. 13-28 “Witnesses to the end of the earth”

Chp. 15-18:21 Traditions & the road less traveled (2nd trip)
15:1-21

“There goes the neighborhood a”

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 1-6 That’s trouble with a capital T

I.) Intro.

Have you ever gone to the ocean & watched children fully clothed who have been warned not to go swimming with their clothes on? They start out rolling up their pant legs & only getting their feet wet. Soon, usually intentionally, they miss judge a wave only to find their pants are now damp up to the knee. From there they figure I’m already in trouble I might as well go all the way. Christian Judaism had for the last ten years been wadding in the ocean of gentile conversion, only getting its feet wet. Cornelius’ conversion had happened 10 years earlier then here in chapter 15 & only a handful of gentiles had gotten saved & most of them had been “God fearers”. But Paul & Barnabas’ missionary journey changed all of that. Paul’s words of 13:46 declared to the Jewish folks, who refused to turn to Jesus, “It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles.” Prior to this Christianity was seen as a reform movement with in Judaism but now that the Gospel was being openly preached & received by the Gentiles it was something more. This council that was convened in Jerusalem was the greatest one ever assembled. At stake was, “How a person is saved? Is Jesus’ work enough for that salvation? Is salvation by faith alone? Are Gentile’s to be seen as true believers apart from first accepting Judaism?” All of these questions will be raised & answered by the leadership in Jerusalem.

II.) Vs. 1-6 That’s trouble with a capital T

Vs. 1 To get a better perspective on this chapter you will really need to read Paul’s letter to the Galatians. In it we see what was going on as these  “certain men came from James,” ( Gal. 2:12). Prior to them coming down, Paul again tells us, that Peter had come to Antioch & would eat with the Gentiles believers, but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision. And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy, so Paul withstood Peter to his face. 


Peter came to Antioch & was enjoying a ham sandwich with the brothers & sisters when the Jewish believers from Jerusalem showed up. Then he would not eat with the Gentiles any more it got so bed that even old Barnabas wouldn’t eat with them. If all this sounds strangely familiar then it’s probably because you have experienced it when you were in school, as CLICKS! These certain men evidently said that James, the Lord’s ½ brother, backed them. However, James assures them as well as in verse 24 that he had, “heard that some who went out from us have troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, saying, “You must be circumcised and keep the law”; to whom we gave no such commandment.” 


Now notice what these Judaizers have to say to these gentiles in the church, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” Simply put these guys refused to accept the conversion of the Gentiles apart from circumcision or if you will apart from first becoming Jews. They were not opposed to reaching Gentiles, instead they wanted to make sure that these Gentiles came under the umbrella of Judaism first. The problem though was they were attempting to put a restriction upon the Gentiles that God had not. You see the Judaizers were saying that they “couldn’t be saved” but the problem was they were ALREADY saved! 


Now we here the same thing today from certain groups don’t we?

· Unless you are baptized in “Jesus” name only you can not be saved!

· Unless you speak in “tongues” you can not be saved!

· Unless you read the “authorized 1611 King James Bible” you can not be saved!

· Unless you take “communion in our manner” you can’t be saved! 

I have no doubt that these Judaizers, both then & now, are sincere on trying to insist we maintain there outside form of religion as a basis of our righteousness before God, but the fact remains they are WRONG! You see their problem is not with me it is with God as It’s not that I can’t be saved it’s rather that I already am apart from their formula that bothers them! “It’s just too simple man! I mean we had to do all of this stuff to be right with God.” “And now you come in & just by trusting in Jesus’ work on the cross you’re saved?” “I don’t think so!” 

Vs. 2 Paul & Barnabas, once he came to his right mind, stood up & argued with them over this issue. No doubt Paul used the same words he had used in Antioch of Pisidian where he said, “by Him (Jesus) everyone who believes is justified from all things from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.” There was a great theological debate going on as they tried to persuade the Judaizers of the truth. Notice that they could not just agree to disagree agreeably as this was a matter of salvation. 

Several years ago I had a lady write me a question regarding Jesus’ words on the cross in John 19:30 “It is finished.” Based upon her letter I could tell that she wanted to know on what did I base salvation. So I wrote her that I believed that all of our salvation is based solely upon Jesus & that nothing we could do or ever would do could add to this. She wrote me back a very sharp letter in disagreement with my theological position. I wrote her a two-sentence reply: 

1. Then why did God send His only Son to die if it was not enough?

2. Lady your problem is not with me it is with God!    

I’m convinced that the reason why people reject this truth is that offends their pride. They just can’t accept that they can not do something to help out their case. Further more if they have spent some time in a religious system trying to WORK out their salvation & then along comes you & I that has simply trusted in Jesus finished work, well that means that what they did & spent all their time & energy was worthless! So surely all their effort counts for something, at least it makes them “supper saints”! Nope it makes them goofy forever thinking that they could add anything to what God alone can do!      

Vs. 3 However Paul & Barnabas were chosen to argue this case before the Church in Jerusalem we are not told, but they took the opportunity along the way to share with all the Churches along the way what God had been doing in saving the Gentiles. The response was great joy. Man that must have been interesting as the Judaizers were with them as they traveled. 

Have you ever noticed how those that are into religion have no joy & they see to want to make sure that they drag everyone down with them. “Hey, if we have to miserable so do you!” Paul & Barnabas share how God saved the Gentiles apart from the law & the church rejoices. Folks, there are only two possibilities as we live our lives in Jesus & share:

We are either going to cause,

· Joy wherever we go!

· Or joy whenever we go! 

Put people in some sort of work based relationship & they will be happy to see you leave. Let me just ask you, how many laughing Muslims do you see? How about Buddhists? J.W’s? Hindu’s? Ever here laughter in the Roman Catholic Church? The only smile’s you see on the faces of the people is when it’s getting close to the time to leave! 

Vs. 4-6 Now we are not told as much here but there were probably several meetings.

a. Acts 15:4 Here Luke mentions a “missionary moment” meeting where the Church, elders & apostles received them. The two Guys stand up before the congregation & share “all things that God had done with them.” Is that not great? They shared from the perspective of God’s work in & then through their lives. They shared to the Church of God’s faithfulness in spite of circumstances & personal failures, how He had directed them to the right places & people. 

b. Gal. 2:1-10 Paul records that Barnabas, Titus & himself had met “privately with those who were of reputation.” In Gal. 2:9 Paul tells us that those he met with privately were none other then, “James, Cephas (Peter), and John, who seemed to be pillars.” The purpose of the meeting was to discuss Paul’s theology concerning gentile salvation. The out come of the meeting was that, “those who seemed to be something added nothing to me. But on the contrary, when they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter (for He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also worked effectively in me toward the Gentiles).” In other words there was no difference in the gospel preached by Peter & the one preached by Paul, they were just called to different people. Paul continues, “So they gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.” 

c. Acts 15:5-21 The last meeting took place the next day they had the general meeting which is recorded here. It appears that the Greek believer Titus became the flash point of debate concerning conversion & circumcision. It appears that the Judaizers tried to compel Titus to be circumcised & he wanted no part of it. 

The Judaizers are called here Pharisees who believed. It seems that some of Paul’s old buddies came against his new understanding of grace & the law. And they state their case towards Titus & all Gentile believers by saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.” The word “necessary” means required by the will of God. Simply put they said that circumcision & keeping the law with its 613 commandments & over 7 volumes of interpretations of those 613 commandments was absolutely essential for Gentile salvation. “Don’t do these things & you can’t be saved!” No wonder Paul says in Gal. 2:16, in his rebuking words to Peter. “That a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.” 
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I.) Intro.

Now last week we looked at the challenge of Gentile inclusion into the Church & whether that was to be by grace or the law. So going back over it we see that there were Three speakers that offer their testimony as to why grace & not the law is the sole basis for salvation. 

a. Vs. 7b-11 First up is Peter, James will refer to him by his Jewish name Simon. But it was, as Peter will testify, him who God choose 10 years earlier to reach the first Gentile.

b. Vs. 12 Next up will be Paul & Barnabas although here they are listed in reverse order as to not offend the Jewish folks. They will testify of God’s work in reaching the gentiles.

c. Vs. 13-21 Lastly James the ½ brother of Jesus will testify to the validity of Peter & Paul’s experiences as supported by the Word of God.

So Peter takes the stand & offers:

“THREE SIGNS OF LIFE”

1. Vs. 7b GOD CHOOSE NOT MAN:  Peter brings them all back to what happened 10 years ago with Cornelius. Peter says in effect that they had no right to lay this trip on the Gentiles when God did not do so with the first Gentile believer 10 years earlier. Look at his words, “God choose”, Peter says, “Hey, guys remember that it was God’s decision to grant salvation to Cornelius apart from circumcision & keeping the law.” The Judaizers were blaming Paul’s message & Peter says that God is the one that started it long before Paul! Simply put the “new birth” is God’s sovereign act not man’s. The choice was God’s the privilege his. 

2. Vs. 8-9a HOLY SPIRIT PROOF OF LIFE: The proof of salvation was the indwelling of the Holy Spirit not the outward circumcision. Later Paul would say in Romans “he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.” Then in Philip. 3:3 Paul says, “we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.” Lastly in Col. Paul would say, “In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ.” Notice Peter’s words, “God made no distinction between us & them.” They, (Gentiles), received Jesus the same way the way of faith!
3. Vs. 9b CHANGED LIFE OUTWARD SIGN: The outward visible sign of salvation, Peter declares, is a “purified heart” not a circumcised private part. Since God had already cleansed their hearts of sins, seen in the way they were now living, what possibly could the law or circumcision add? They were purified “because” of their faith, not “before” their faith! Far too much of Christianity is trying to reform the sinner instead of seeing the sinner regenerated. One author put it this way, “We are called to be fishers of men but far to many Christians today are trying to clean the fish before they are caught.”       

Again the point of the Judaizers was that the Gentiles could not be saved apart from circumcision & keeping the law but that Peter said held no water because Cornelius was already saved apart from these things!  


Next we saw the remainder of Peter’s words, then Paul’s & lastly James as they present three reasons for grace.

“THREE REASONS FOR GRACE”

PRACTICLE, PERSONAL, PROPHETIC
1. Vs. 10-11 LAW & CIRCUMCISION DIDN’T WORK: The first reason for grace instead of the law is a PRACTICLE one! After Peter’s argument that God had saved apart from the law. Follow me on this one; “Why would God send His Son to save us if the law worked as far as saving us is concerned?” Peter is echoing the words of Paul in Gal 2:21 where Paul says, “do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.” In other words as Paul said in Romans, “For if there had been a law given which could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law.” And then in Gal. Paul says, “Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” The description Peter uses here of putting a “yoke” on the neck is of a heavy ruff wood choke chain put on to steer a ox in away that he would not choose to go. 

Look at Peter’s words in verse 11, “But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the same manner as they.” Peter does not say that the Gentiles ought to be saved as the Jews but rather the Jews as was the Gentiles. “Hey brother’s  we all need to be saved just as they were by faith in Jesus!”   

2. Vs. 12 IT’S A TOTAL WORK OF GOD: Now Paul & Barnabas share how, “God had worked through them”. This second reason why God worked through grace instead of the law is from a PERSONAL perspective.  As Paul & Barnabas shared every one kept quiet & listened to all the miracles that God had worked through them towards the Gentiles. In other words salvation is by grace because it keeps man from boasting about it. This is exactly what Paul says in Eph. 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Simply put the WORK of God confirmed the WORD of grace so that man can not boast of something that he did!  

3. Vs. 13-18 IT’S THE FULFILLMENT OF SCRIPTURE: Here is the last reason for God using grace instead of the law is PROPHETIC. That is what James has to say. The words in verse 14 “people for His name” had always been used only for the Jews now James uses it for all people who come to God through faith in His Son.  Amos the Prophet had spoke about how God would restore the nation & that even the Gentiles would seek God’s name. It didn’t say that they would become Jews first. So James starts out by summarizing Peter’s words; “God”, James said, “has been saving Gentiles the way in which He wanted to & didn’t need to ask anyone’s permission.” His second point was that this was in perfect fulfillment of scripture. Folk’s the activity of God will always correspond to the Word of God. In verse 18 James says, though this may have been a surprise to all the Jews who tried to obtain the righteousness of God by the work of the law it was no surprise to God who had it planed all along. So here we see the opposite of the WORK of God confirmed the WORD of grace. James shows that God confirmed the work of God by the prophetic WORD, so that what God was doing in saving man through faith was seen in the Word of God. James’ argument is simple, “You can know for certain that God was at work because the work of God agreed with the Word of God!”   
IV.) Vs. 19-21 Can’t we all just get along

Vs. 19-21 James having dispensed with the most important issue of “How a Gentile is to be saved” concludes with four suggestion for the gentiles who have the freedom & liberty in grace not to keep the law but also the responsibility not to stumble the Jewish believers. In 1 Cor. 8:13 Paul speaks of these things as he says, “if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.”

1. “but that we write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols” 

2. “from sexual immorality” 

3. “from things strangled” 

4. “and from blood.” 

1-2 Now both of these things had to do with how the Gentiles use to worship. Stay away from idolatry & sexual immorality. Though this dealt in the moral realm it was a direct reference to how the Gentiles used to practice their religion. Simply put do not marry your former way of worship into your new way of worship. 
3-4 These both had to do with dietary Jewish laws. The Gentiles did not have strict eating habits the Jews did. So James says, “Hey don’t eat meat from the temple butcher when you’re with your Jewish brother in Christ.” “Then make sure the meat has been prepared properly draining the blood out of the meat.” James had come down on the side of grace but as Paul would say do not to use grace as liberty to sin or as a license to stumble your brother! James concludes in verse 21 by saying that Jewish culture is to be respected by the Gentiles by attempting not to offend them while they did not have to practice such things.  


Now this statement of conclusion by James & the leaders must be remembered in context. The Church of that time was a mixed lot made up of both saved Jews as well as Gentiles. So the Judaizers laid down their insistence upon Gentiles becoming Jews first in order to be saved & in turn the Gentile believers were asked to change the way they worshiped & ate so as to not offend the Jewish believers. The third party to this was the unsaved Jews who they were trying to win to Christ. If the Gentile believers insisted upon their liberty in grace it would come at the price of Jewish souls. A heavy price for a ham sandwich! 

Folk’s how we deal with disagreements amongst ourselves will have a powerful impact upon those that we desire to show Jesus too. Jesus prayed in John 17:20-21 “that they all may be one”, but unity does not mean uniformity because it is based upon love for Jesus & each other above ourselves & not some law. So we see diversity in Christ’s Church yet we should also see maturity in our liberty. Paul said it this way in 

1 Cor. 9:19-22; “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more; and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law; to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.” 

III.) Vs. 22-29 Rules to live by

Vs. 22 You can not under estimate the importance of this decision as far as Church history is concerned. The early Church could of ended had not the this bold decision been made. The Church wanted to still minister to the Jews first but refused to slow the progress of reaching the world even if it caused great difficulties from their own nation. 


It appears that it was a unanimous decision & all were in agreement, but how is that possible seeing that the two sides were polarized? Verse 28 holds the answer, “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things.” It was the Holy Spirit that was directing the matter & His wisdom that over ridded a heated issue. 


Since this was such an important issue it was decide that two men were to accompany the letter as to explain specifically it’s meaning & authority. 

· Judas who was also named Barsabas: Judas’ surname “Barsabas” means Son of rest. How cool is that? The one chosen to go tell the Gentiles that they were at REST in the finished work of Jesus was named “at rest”! 

· Silas: This guy was a Greek influenced Jew who was also a Roman citizen. Now Paul is going to head out on his 2nd missionary journey with this fellow. 

Now sending these two guys with a letter now doubt was to back what was written & agreed upon. In so doing it this way the early Church made sure that the truth was presented two ways:

a. In a letter or written form: The folks could poor over the letter & read for themselves the conclusion that was made concerning grace. Now today we are very fortunate in that we have the “letter” before in form of the Bible so we all can check it out & see for ourselves the truths about the decision for grace.  

b. Teachers to explain the truth: Vs 32 tells us that this was the reason behind sending Judas & Silas. These guys were prophets who “spoke forth” the truth contained in the letter. 

So you have the most effective way to convey truth, the written word & the gifted teacher! The out come was that those in the Church were “strengthened”. 


The letter it’s self start’s off with an introduction, which is directed towards Antioch specifically, which was capital of Syria, which was in the region of Cilicia. The introduction is awesome for it’s attempt at unity as it literally says, “To the brothers from the nations”. From there it has three purposes:

1. Vs. 24 First, the Jewish believers in Jerusalem wanted to distance themselves from those who falsely claimed that Gentiles need to become Jews first. An attempt at an apology is made in the words, “have troubled you with words, unsettling your souls.” It literally means to “agitate, to make the heart palpitate” & “to plunder, or ravage”. Simply put, what these Judaizers did to the Gentile believers was to cause a spiritual heart attack that threatened to rip off their souls! 

2. Vs. 25-27 Secondly, they wanted them to know that all the folks in Jerusalem were in total agreement with their salvation by grace. That is why the letter states as it does Barnabas & Paul, as well as that Judas & Silas were going to bare witness of this. 
3. Vs. 28-29 Lastley, They wanted them to know that this was a unanimous decision made in agreement with the Holy Spirit. In other words the Church agreed with God. No further burden was going to be laid upon the Gentile believers beyond the four things, which is worded in away more of a recommendation then a command.      
IV.) Vs. 31-41 Agreeing to disagree agreeably
Vs. 31-32 So what was the outcome of such a letter? We are told of four things in these verses, all of which show personally what grace produces in the heart that salvation can not. 

a. Vs. 31a Rejoiced: Once they heard that their salvation was secure by God’s grace & not mans’ works they CELEBRATED. One can only imagine how these Gentile believers were feeling as they waited to find out if what the decision was going to be concerning their faith in Jesus’ work alone. 

b. Vs. 31b Encouraged: They no longer need to fear that their simple trust in Jesus’ work was going to be enough. Instead of fear they could now be CALM, as Paul said in Heb. 4:10 “For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His.”  

c. Vs. 32 Exhorted & strengthened: The words of Judas & Silas built up the body COMFIRMING them in the faith. Once they found out that nothing needed to be added to their faith they were free to grow in God’s grace. The argument from those who preach a works based religion is that people will become week in Christ if they realize that Jesus has done it all. “So we better tell them that they need to do something in order to be right with God!” Folks, a true understanding of grace will always cause you to serve. Paul says in 1 Cor. 15:10 “by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” 

d. Vs. 33-35 Stayed & remain: Three times we are told that those who served teaching grace stayed or remained. Simply put grace produces a CONSISTENCY in a believer that the law could not ever bring about. 

So there you have what grace produces in the hearts of those that understand it & grow in it: They celebrate, are calmed, confirmed, & consistent. Those that live by the law will never have those fruits of grace in their lives!


The effects of this letter & the teaching of the leaders produced several things as well:

a. Vs. 36 It freed up the work of the gospel & the desire to spread it all over. The gospel to the Jews & the gospel to the gentiles were not competing missions they were one in the same but two different groups with neither being compromised.  

b. Vs. 40 It brought about a united effort between those who were opposed. Silas joins Paul when prior to this he would not of. In other words Gentile evangelism was not a by-word. 

c. Vs. 39-41 It put missions front & center: Yes there were now two teams instead of one & reaching the world for Jesus was what both wanted even thought they went about it from a different perspective. One author put it this way, “In the world 9 out of 10 every people are lost. 3 out of every 4 are have never heard the way out. 1 out of every 2 can not hear & the Church sleeps on. Could it be that we think there must be some other way? Or perhaps we don’t really car all that much!”   

As to the question about the argument over John Mark & who was right. I think you can look at this several ways.

· Paul looked at it from a missionary perspective & said that they could not afford to take the risk of taking one as immature as John Mark had proven to be. Simply put Paul asked & answered the question as to whom he would travel with by the question, “What can they do for God’s work?” 

· Barnabas looked at it from the perspective of discipleship & he was always concerned with bringing along a young believer to further draw them in greater dependence to the Lord. Barnabas always started with an equally important question, “What can God’s work do for them?”      

Now with that said the disagreement was not settled by either side compromising instead distance & time settled it. This is the last mention of Barnabas in the book of Acts as he heads back to the country of his birth with his cousin John Mark. Paul & Silas head back to Asia Minor with the glorious news of Salvation by grace. Prov. 27:17 says, “As iron sharpens iron, So a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.” Everyone knows what happens when Iron sharpens Iron? SPARKS FLY! What was not the will of God was the contention but I have no doubt that God used that as well.  
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I.) Intro.

This last Sunday I finally got my 15 seconds of fame that they all say will come to you sooner or later. I had always thought this moment would come in such a way that would make me look far better then I really am. My 15 seconds of fame came as my son & I had just left Arco arena having just witnessed the Kings demolish the Spurs. We made our way out the front entrance (the busiest) instead of the side where our car was parked. The game had been a sellout so the usual bumping & shoving was going on as we head out. Now Tommy looked at me & said, “Dad lets take a short cut across the lawn!” As he was saying that he jumped the three-foot fence & was heading downward across the lawn. I watched him clear the fence with out even touching it. As I approached the wall my first reaction was, “Don’t do it!” But just then Tommy turned around & looked at me, you know that look Dads don’t you? The look that says, “Man is he ever getting old, why the poor old codger can’t even jump a wall!” So I went for it! My approach was not very good but my landing was far worse. You see I fell face first into the grass & continued to roll down the hill 15 to 20 feet. As I again stood up all I could hear was my son laughing & his words, “How does it feel to be the center of attention in front of 17,000 people?” I had every intention of being graceful, in my head I pictured my self like what I had just seen my son accomplish yet in my freedom & liberty to jump the wall I was anything but graceful. As I tried to calm Tommy down from his hysterics a Bible verse popped into my head, (1 Cor 6:12) in the N.L.T. It is worded this way “You may say, I am allowed to do anything." But I reply, "Not everything is good for you." And even though "I am allowed to do anything," I must not become a slave to anything.” You see I had the freedom to hop the wall but it was not good for me. It brought into view practically the difficulty we Christians have in being graceful in our grace. You see grace carries with it, in practical application, the words, “It’s not about me!”  In this section before us today we see the art of being “graceful in grace”.    

II.) Vs. 1-5 Liberty in the hands of grace

Vs. 1 You will recall that Derbe & Lystra were two of the cites that Paul & Barnabas had visited during their first missionary journey five years earlier. Comparing the travel patterns between the two journeys you will see that Paul & Silas are heading in reverse order. Now we know that the first journey they went first to Cyprus which was Barnabas home & this time he took John Mark with him. So Paul takes the inland rout through his hometown of Tarsus, a place where he had ministered several years after his conversion. This time he is with Silas & they travel until they reached Derbe. 

Paul had a history in these towns; Lystra was where he was stoned & drag out of the city when they thought he had died. Then you will recall that the next day he goes back into the city then departs to Derbe. Now when Paul had traveled the 40 miles to Derbe he was still, no doubt, baring the marks of his stoning. All that Luke tells us of the ministry in Derbe is that they preached the gospel there & made many disciples. Apparently one of those disciples was a young teenager named Timothy. I was trying to picture in my mind how I would have reacted to some one, who was in the process of healing from having stones hurled at him, come & share about Jesus. I kind of think that this would have caused Paul’s words to carry much more weight. What could possibly posses a man to share freely an ideology which clearly does not benefit him anything? Why would this stranger risk his life to people he has never met to mention a name which some clearly hate to hear?    

We are told in the book that bears his name that Timothy was the son of a Greek father & that his mother’s name was Eunice & grandmother’s name was Lois. Evidently his Jewish Mother & Grandmother had from his childhood taught him the Scriptures, as Timothy 3:15 tells us. So on that day, five years earlier, as a young teenager listened to a blooded man speak of the fulfillment of those scriptures along side his mother & Grandmother he gave his life to Jesus. 

Vs. 2 So what had happened to this teenager in the five years that followed his conversion? Well Luke tell us only that he was well spoken of by the believers in Lystra & Iconium. Hey folks, I’ve got to tell you that as a pastor nothing encourages me more then to hear good things about you. In a time when so many equate the Church’s success on how large it is I believe it is far better to hear how healthy it is. In Jesus’ messages for the Church’s in Revelation’s He never says, “I see how many come into your doors & how full your parking lot has become!” No He says, “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name.” The plain truth was that Timothy had grown in his relationship with Jesus in Paul’s absence to the place where Paul sees his value in taking him with him on this 2nd missionary journey. 

Vs. 3-5 It is believed that Timothy is probably in his late teens or very early 20’s. Now under Jewish law a child took the religion of the Mother so Timothy should have been circumcised when he was eight days old according to the law but he had not been. The Jews of that region knew that Timothy’s dad was a Greek so in not being circumcised Timothy would have been seen as one who was renouncing his Jewish heritage in favor of his Greek heritage. So why the sudden change in the attitude of Paul? Paul stood up adamantly opposed to the circumcision of the Gentile Titus, but here suggests it in the case of Timothy. Simply put the unsaved Jews would have seen Timothy as an apostate! Wow what a tough decision Paul, Timothy & Silas needed to make here. Paul saw clearly that Timothy was a gifted & called young man that would be of great service to the Lord’s work. But there was a problem of perception in using him, as he would a stumbling block to hear the gospel of grace. 

Now the irony of all of this is that they were going to go through the cities delivering to the Church the decrees agreed upon by the council at Jerusalem. Yeh so? Well what did those decrees state? They stated primarily that a Gentile was saved by grace & not by circumcision & keeping the law. So what do we gain from these two verses as far as application? 

· SERVICE HAS A HIGHER STANDARD: What I mean is that all one needs to ask is, “Did Timothy have to be circumcised?” The simple answer is NO! Paul plainly states in verse 3 that Paul took Timothy to get circumcised “BECAUSE OF THE JEWS” The word “because” means out of consideration of the Jews. In other words Timothy had the liberty or freedom to remain uncircumcised & still be a Christian, but if he wanted to be serving in the area of evangelism & the Word he would need to set aside his liberty & freedom for the sake of others. I don’t think that Paul meant this as some sort of test but it was none the less still an important test. I can see in myself & others a clear example of whether or not someone is called to lead others to the degree they are willing to set aside their liberty & freedom’s. One of the great evidences of a person’s maturity & growth in the grace of Jesus is their willingness to set aside personal freedoms for the sake of other’s spiritual growth! Timothy had a choice & could have said, “I’m not going to get circumcised I have the liberty & freedom in Christ not too.” Or he could of responded in the way in which he apparently did by saying, “Sure I’ll get circumcised because I already am saved & I want to make sure that others will get saved as well.”  Timothy showed his maturity & understanding of grace by giving up his liberty for the sake of love & a more effective ministry. How about you?  

·  GRACE MEANS FURTHERING GOD’S KINGDOM NOT MY FREEDOM: Again look at the irony of this as Timothy went with Paul & Silas sharing the wonderful glorious truth that salvation was by grace & not circumcision. And what was the sign that Timothy got that? Well the sign was that he had gotten circumcised so that they would be more receptive to the message! And look here it worked. You see if you really understand grace then you realize that it’s not about you it’s about God & His kingdom! The out come we are told here is that the Churches were that they were literally made solid or stable in the faith. Look at this again it does not say that they were made solid in programs, hype or any of the other so called tried & true methods of Church growth. No they were made solid in the FAITH, which is the teaching of the Word. The out come of a strong & healthy Church was that God added to their number daily! Pastor Chuck is found of saying, “Healthy sheep will reproduce healthy sheep!” 

So looking over these five verse I see a fourfold prescription for spiritual growth:

1. Vs. 1-2 DISCIPELSHIP: As Paul saw Timothy he took him under his wing & began to work with him. Folk’s this is the best thing anyone can do to grow in Christ get with an older more mature believer & hang out & learn from them.

2. Vs. 3 DENY SELF: As Timothy submitted to the act of circumcision he was cutting away his own flesh with its self-interest. You will see no further spiritual growth in your life until you deny your self. 

3. Vs. 4 DEPEND ON JESUS: They brought the letters of the leadership that stated the righteousness was upon trusting in Jesus & not our works. So we too must continue to learn to trust in Jesus in every thing we do & not ourselves.

4. Vs. 5 DIG INTO THE WORD: As the Word was shared these Christians became more stable. Paul would later encourage this same Timothy with the words, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” Folk’s spiritual growth can’t happen apart from getting into the Word of God.

III.) Vs. 6-10 In the direction of grace

Now it is interesting to me that as we take up this next section of God’s leading & guiding that it follows right on the heals of spiritual growth. So many people in the Church want to know God’s will for particular situations but I think there would be far less worry in this area if we all just dedicated ourselves to the above four things. But be that as it may we can still see some truths to help us learn how to be “directed by the Spirit of God.”

a. Vs. 6a JUST GO: Paul is following what & where he felt God was leading based upon where they had gone before. When Paul came to Iconium they did not feel like going down to Antioch or Perga where they had come on the first trip so Paul just kind of thought well lets go to Asia. Asia was where Ephesus was at & it was also the place where they would stop by on the way home. The point is that these guys did not allow not knowing where to go to stop them from going. So many folks say, “Well I just don’t know what God’s will for is so I’m not going to do anything.” That was not the case with Paul he followed a coarse & allowed the Lord to stop him. In other words God guides us best when we already have momentum. 

b. Vs. 6b-7a GOD OPENS DOORS & CLOSES DOORS: We are not told how the Holy Spirit forbid the team to go down to Asia where Ephesus is or to not go to Bithynia which is on the Black Sea but He did. Simple put the Team was being guided by hindrance or closed doors. We don’t often look at God’s will this way but the truth is that He guides us much by not allowing us want we want us He does by what He allows. What is interesting is that in 1 Peter 1:1 Peter includes the Christians in Bithynia in his address. So just because God closes a door for you does not mean that it is closed to someone else.     

c. Vs. 8 THEY WENT WHERE HE LET THEM GO: Unable to go to the left or the right they went forward. Now Troas was where the famous battle around the ancient city of Troy happened. It was right on the Aegean Sea. Notice the words here, “passing by Mysia” that means that they did no evangelism there. 

d. Vs. 9 GOD WILL MAKE HIS WILL KNOWN: Folks if God wants to get you attention to direct you in some way He will! If He is guiding He will be providing! Paul was not asleep but had a vision from the Lord of a man from Macedonia standing over him saying that he need help. Again it would be helpful to see a map of this area but Paul was on the furthest edge of Asia in what is now called Turkey & he receives a vision to bring the gospel to Europe & modern day Greece. I love it Paul & his team would have settled for some cites in Asia & God wanted to give them Europe. 

e. Vs. 10 BE OBEDIENT TO FOLLOW: The word “concluding” means to knit together in the mind. So although Paul did not yet know all the details what he did get was that the “help” the man from Macedonia need was the gospel of grace & that the time to go was now. It is interesting that we have a change in Luke’s narrative as in verse 8 it was “they” & now in verse 10 it is “we”. So suppose that the man from Macedonia was none other then Luke him self. But it would be hard to prove that. What is certain is that Luke seem to join the team at this point. 

IV.) Vs.  11-18 A purple heart, the medal of grace

Vs. 11-12 Paul & team set sail for Europe & the Greek coast making it in two days, which on his third missionary journey it will take 5 days going the other way. I got to tell you I like that about God. I mean they had a hard time knowing which way God wanted them to go but when He finally showed them & they responded in obedience it was a straight shot. Sometimes we need that assurance in a new venture don’t we? 


Well they land at Neapolis, which means “new city” in Greek & was the seaport for Philippi ten miles away. Now Philippi was an important city & it had gotten its name from the father of Alexander the great who named it after himself. It’s claim to fame & the reason why it maintained an important status to the Romans was from the battle in 42 B.C. when civil war broke out in the Roman empire between Mark Anthony & Augustus as they defeated Brutus & Cassius right out side the city. After the war many army veterans settled their & the city was designated a Roman colony. Because of it’s location to the sea & trade routes as well as gold mines it was a bustling community. It also was famous for a school of medicine whose graduates were sought after all over the world. Perhaps Luke was a graduate of the school & that is why he calls it the “foremost city” when geographically it was not. 


Luke is going on to describe three conversions in this chapter all of them at Philippi: Lydia, slave girl & the Philippian jailer. 

Vs. 13-15 We know that it took 10 males to form a synagogue & that according to Jewish law if there were not ten males then they were to meet by the closest river. So Paul & the team head out to the Gangites river which was just outside of town. It appears that there were no men their at all only women in prayer. Is that not great, Paul received a vision from a man from Macedonia & when he gets there it is not a man that he preaches too but instead a few ladies. Folks it is good to learn to be flexible to the leading of the Holy Spirit for often how you expect things to go in your head is not how you will find them. 


Lydia we are told was a businesswomen involved in the selling of purple dye from Thyatira which was in Asia near Ephesus. Thyatira’s former name was Lydian so perhaps this was nothing more then a nickname. Purple cloth was extremely expensive & only the wealthy could purchase it. She was a follower of God in the since that she practiced Judaism. Now look what Luke has to say about her conversion, “The Lord opened her hear to heed the things spoken by Paul.” Paul did not save her. No the Lord opened up her heart. You see salvation does not depend upon a slick message or any of the other stuff you so often see in the Church today. I mean wow Paul was used & this gal got saved without “PowerPoint”. Then look at what she does, she opens up her home to them to use as abase. Luke adds that she constrained us, “she sold them on the idea.” Is that not great? When a person opens there hear to the Lord they open their home to Him as well. Lydia had quite a day by the river as she was clothed in the royalty of Christ & He came into her home for good. 
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I.) Intro.

We started last week looking at the three-recorded conversions at the hands of Paul’s missionary team of Silas, Timothy, Luke & himself. You could not have gotten a more diverse group if you tried. Now what this shows us is the how the Word of God answers the needs of every heart no matter who you are.

· Lydia: Was from Thyatira, in Asia Minor. She was no doubt a wealthy women as her house was large enough to house the Church. Paul’s appeal to her was on an intellectual level as she had already come to see the truth of Judaism.

· Slave girl: She was most likely was a Greek but was from the opposite end of the social spectrum, a female slave that had nothing, & this gal did not even have her sanity. Paul appeals to her based upon her psychological need.

· Jailer: He was probable a former Roman soldier, he would have belonged to the middle class. Based upon his question of what he must do to be saved Paul appeals to him on moral grounds. 

Perhaps you were wondering how such a diverse group got along after their conversions? Well you could read the book of Philippians & see what they were like 11 years later then this story before us in Acts 16. Paul would leave Luke their in Philippi as the rest of the team left & would again stop by for a visit on his third missionary trip in Acts 20. So that by the time Paul writes this letter to the Philippians they had grown large enough to have elders & deacons as well as a missionary. You see they sent a fellow named Epaphroditus (handsome) to minister to him with a love offering. Old (handsome) got sick & almost died so Paul sent him back with this letter to encourage them. Paul writes in the 2nd chapter four things that enabled them to work together as a team. Paul says, “fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.”

1. Like-minded: Same goals
2. Same love: Same passion
3. One accord: Same purpose
4. One mind: Same attitude   

Paul could write those things to this Church because they were part of his life. You see WHO was in control of his life was settled, as he would also say in Philippians, “For to me, to live is Christ, & to die is gain.” As we go through the text before us this morning you will see that illustrated. 

II.) Vs. 16-18 A message for a medium
Vs. 16 Luke gives us two important details about this slave girl.

1. She was “possessed with a spirit of divination”: Literally the Greek says, “a spirit of a python” In Greek mythology Python was the name given to the serpent that kept guard at Delphi one of the two temples dedicated to Apollos. At this temple it was believed, according to Greek mythology, that Apollos was some how embodied in the snake & inspired prophecy. So folks would seek to consult Apollos by putting questions to the priests who would then come back with vague answers in which the voices of the female priests would change as they gave the answers sort of like a ventriloquist. Now it is interesting to me that this all centered on a possessed serpent embodying humans.

2. She “brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.”: The Greek as well as the Romans put a great amount of importance on foretelling the future. No commander would set out on a campaign or businessman start out on a new venture without first consulting with a person who they thought was clairvoyant. Because she was a slave she was making her owners quite wealthy. Now again I can’t help but think of all the 1 800 STUPID phone numbers today as people flip over cards & the like. At best they are accurate & are doing so because of demonic influence or at worse are con-artists out to bilk folks out of money.   
So the picture of this young slave girls situation was pretty horrible. She was being pimped by her owners who exploited her condition for their own benefit.   

Vs. 17 So she started following Paul & the team around. The word “cried out” means to scream or shriek at the top of the voice. Further more the Greek says she kept on doing this as she followed them around. Now Luke has recorded for us what she kept on screaming as she followed them: 

a. “These men are the servants of the Most High God”: She was saying that the missionary team were servants of choice to the “Most High God” a term that meant one thing to believers another to non-believers. To Jews it meant the God of the Bible but to the Greeks & Gentiles it meant that they served Zeus. So? Well here we see one of the many tactics of cults, “confuse terms”. Most cults use the same words but they have different meanings then the way we interpret them. So the folks that knock at your door will say the same words & you will think that they mean to them the same thing that it does to you.     

b. “who proclaim to us the way of salvation.”: In the Greek there is no article here so literally it is that she said that they were proclaiming “A” way of salvation. Salvation was a popular topic & meant different things to different people. To the Jews it would mean deliverance from sin but to the Gentile it would have meant release from the powers that govern the fate of man. So here we see another tactic of cults “confuse how a person is saved”. Notice as well that it was confused two ways:

1. It was “A” way. Often the cults will broaden the basis for salvation while giving their particular way a higher status. (J.W’s no hell so all are going to make it. Mormon’s different stages of heaven.) 

2. Again through confusing terms salvation comes to mean different things.

Vs. 18 She kept this up for several days until Paul literally became grieved & annoyed. He was grieved over the slave girl’s condition & annoyed at the enemy who had ripped her off. So Paul turned & spoke directly at the spirit that possessed her & in Jesus’ authority commanded it to come out of her & instantly it did. Now Luke does not tell us that she was converted but it is implied in that the spirit did not come back. 


Folk’s God does not need any help from the enemy as far as attracting the world to Christ. Just as Jesus had commanded that the demons keep silent so to Paul. Notice how subtle the enemy is as he used biblical terms & spoke some truth even if it did mean some thing different to those who did not know God. Whenever the world is joined with the Church all that can happen is compromise in which the truth that the Church wishes to proclaim becomes confused.  

III.) Vs. 19-34 Praise from prisoners

Vs. 19-20 Not only was the demonic spirit gone so was the profit that they had gained from her. They bring them to the town square where the ruling authorities were. Notice that out of the four missionaries they only grab Paul & Silas. It appears that two things motivated this attack by the slave girl’s owners:

a. Vs. 19 “They saw that the hope of their profit was gone”: The loss of money. It never ceases to amaze me what people will do for money. We have been overwhelmed with reality based T.V. programs where people do all sorts of things for money. Well did Paul say to Timothy, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” 

b. Vs. 20, 21 “These men, being Jews,… us, being Romans.”: Racial bigotry. The Roman Emperor Claudius had just issued an order expelling all Jews from Rome, this is why only the Jew’s Paul & Silas were taken & not The ½ Jew Timothy & Gentile Dr. Luke. 

Vs. 21-23a Officially a Roman citizen could not practice any foreign religion that was not sanctioned by them but they allowed it as long as it did not break any other law. These folks carefully concealed the real reason, which was economic, & instead make it a charge against what they proclaimed & who they were. Once the crowd was behind them the beating was on & unlike the Jews who had a set amount of strikes that could be administered the Romans did not. This is no doubt one of the three beatings that Paul mentions in 2 Cor. 11:23-25. The “rod” was actually a bundle of sticks tied together & Luke says that many stripes were laid upon them. 

Vs. 23b-24 They are placed in the inner most part of the prison & placed in the stocks which was a wooden device that held the legs apart in kind of like the splits & chained them to the walls of the prison. Man this has been a bad day don’t you think? I mean here are our two missionaries following the Lord’s call to go to Philippi & all. They free up a demon possessed girl only to find themselves illegally beaten & imprisoned. 

Vs. 25-26 So what do you think these guys would be doing? Now if it was me I probably would be really bummed, or even mad but instead of cursing men or blaming God they praise Him. Now Luke tells us that it was midnight & instead of the normal groans in the pitch-black cell there was a worship service!


Folks, how radical is this? Here are these two fellows who are beaten severally bloodied, dirty, dark, cold & damp cell. Their legs are spread apart so that they can not have any comfort as they are forced to stand. And what comes out of their mouths is not cursing or pity but praise to God. Now I want you to think of this & make it personal. What does it take for you to stop praising God? What will it take to rob you of joy? Do you find that the only time you can praise God is during pleasant circumstances? Hey, family of God anyone can be happy when things are going your way but joy, true joy can only come from keeping your eyes on the author & finisher of our faith. I have a sign on my wall to remind me of this & it goes like this, “God does not create JOY by new surroundings, He creates new surroundings by JOY!” Did you get that? So what was their secret? Well it’s simple! They just looked at the Lord & not their circumstances. Simply put they used what they knew to be true about God to interpret the circumstance. “Well, God you have placed us here & we know that you love us so much that you sent your only Son to die for us, so your in perfect control.” Don’t miss this saints because if you do you will be robbing yourself of a great blessing, “Praising God does not have anything to do with circumstances, it has only & everything to do with relationship.” Paul would say, “Rejoice always!” Why? Because as Paul would say in Heb. 13:5-6 “be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." So we may boldly say: "The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?” 


Let me just challenge you next time you are having a horrible day start singing a praise song to the Lord. 

Vs. 26 Now the cool thing here is that you never know who might join you in the chorus. In Job 37:5 he says, “God thunders marvelously with His voice.” Now what happens when it thunders? Well the earth shakes! So God joins Paul & Silas in the praise which sets then free! Hey, I find that to be true how about you? Now verse 25 tells us that the other prisoners were listening to the concert that night. Man, is that cool or what? Folks, it’s not the circumstances that we live in that touches the hearts of those who don’t know Jesus it’s how we go through them that reveals who trust in! So much of what the world sees of us Christians is that we only rejoice what we get what we want, but when they see you & I rejoicing because of who we know then they will have the same reaction as the jailer. 


Let me put it this way, “People of the world are always watching to see what will SHAKE us up & when the things that normally wipe them out causes us to sing to the Lord it shakes them up!” Now this gives me great hope as it should you. For you see it means that we don’t have to have it all together to be effective, in fact what makes the world want to know about our God is when everything is against us & we are still singing. 

Vs. 27-28 Now the jailer who cared nothing for them when he placed them in the stocks, now faces a crisis himself. Under Roman law if any prisoner escaped no matter what the circumstances the guard had to take his punishment upon himself. So facing the thought of all those prisoners escaping the jailer just decides to do himself in. Now Paul sees this & uses this as an opportunity to minister grace towards the one who denied their freedom. 

Vs. 29-32 Now upon hearing that all were still in prison the jailer gets a light so that he could come into the inner most part of the prison. This very jailer who had not cared for them hours before now has been awakened as light has come upon his heart. In terror he falls down at the very feet he had placed to hold them securely. Man how wild must this of been for the rest of the prisoners to see this scene. 


So the jailer brings the most into the courtyard to ask them the most important question any human sole could ever ask, “What must I do to be saved?” Paul gives the simple two-fold answer:

a. First, “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ”: That is you need to answer the question as to how you can be saved with the answer of WHO it is that saves! Many can claim to save but only One can, that is “The God who saves, who was sent to do so!”  That is what Jesus said in speaking to Zacchaeus concerning his salvation “the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

b. Next, “and you will be saved”: The second part of this answers the “how” a person can be saved with the answer of WHAT. Trust in what Jesus did! 

Now some have thought that the jailer’s house was saved based upon his decision for Christ but the next verse Luke explains what he meant by this remark. The same way that the jailer was saved so would his household be saved by trusting the in the person & work of Christ.

Vs. 33-34 Now this is pretty cool we are told that the jailer washed their stripes & then he & his family were baptized. They were no doubt washed in the same pool as were Paul & Silas. So by washing them of their wounds he was showing all that he was washed from his sins. Now in this section we can see four signs of true salvation in the actions of the jailer:

1. TRUE LOVE “He took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes.”: The first sign that he had really encountered true love was the manifestation of that same love towards others. 

2. TRUE OBEDIENCE “immediately he and all his family were baptized.”: They publicly identify themselves with a Jewish peasant in Christ,. People watched them get placed under in the same water & by the same two that he had just cleansed. What an act of obedience!

3. TRUE SERVICE “he had brought them into his house, he set food before them”: He was not just getting his salvation insurance, no he was called to serve & only a few minutes old he is already doing so. Folk’s if you have been a Christian for years & have never served in ministry what’s going on? 

4. TRUE JOY “he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.”: He had no doubt heard of Paul & Silas praising God now he & his family are rejoicing for the same reasons.    


IV.) Vs.  35-40 Prisoners for protection

Vs. 35-39 Now this is a funny scene because the next day as the magistrates decided that a sever beating & a night in the stocks was enough they come to release them but Paul & Silas have none of it. Why? Well because they realize that if they let them get away with treating them that way it will go hard on these young Christians. So they tell them that what they had done had been illegal under Roman law. This was no small thing as it could of cost the magistrates their jobs & the city it’s status as a Roman colony. 


No look at how crazy this must of appeared as these two missionaries under unfair treatment severely beaten first are heard praising God, an earthquake happens that could of set them free & instead the jailer gets set free & publicly identifies with this Jesus whom they had been proclaiming. Now when they say they are free to go they tell them no way no until you come & get us out! Man I don’t think the world knows what to do with this kind of Christianity do you? So the leaders of the city come & beg the two they had just beaten to leave the city.

Vs. 40 Now Paul was not just an evangelist he went back to this newborn church with at least these three converts & makes sure that he encourages them. Now I’ve got to tell you seeing Paul there in front of the three folks he had just led to the Lord must have been incredible. 


There is a real since in all of our lives that we are never so close to the Lord as we are the moment we have first meant Him & the rest of the time we are trying to keep that relationship going. That had witnessed in Paul the secret of their newfound relationship, “It’s all about Jesus!” When we come to Christ as Paul would latter write, “old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 
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I.) Intro.

For the last several years as I drive down “Bear Creek” heading towards Church I always notice this one house on “Rambler”. It’s not the house that catch’s my attention it’s the two planters at the start of the walkway going towards the front door. They are made of wood stained in a dark color with some sort of bush in them. What’s unusual is that they are made in the shape of pyramids with the point of the pyramid towards the ground instead of towards the sky. They are upside down; I always used to think! Perhaps from what we normally associate their use for but as planters they would not work any other way. In other words as planters they are right side up! In a similar fashion we Christians appear to be upside down to the philosophy of the world system. We stand out in sharp contrast to what the world preaches. 

This week I became very aware of something that I had forgotten, I was once upside down. My belief system went through a complete change. You see I had ordered an old C.D. of music that since I had become a Christian I have really not listened to. Now what I remembered liking about “my music” was the melodies & the seamless way in which the group played the tunes. What I had forgotten, if I had ever realized 25 years ago, was how radical the philosophy of the lyrics was. You see much of the music that Pink Floyd played is with little or no words. So I put on the C.D. & played one of the songs that I remembered liking. To my surprise was their cynical view of life & total hopelessness, “We’re just two lost souls swimming in a fish bowl, year after year running over the same old ground what have we found the same old fears, wish you were here.” YUK! Folk’s something happened to me that forever changed my view of life & man am I ever glad! Listening to those songs made me thank God for making me a planter instead of a pyramid, a container for something living instead of something dead! Paul now moves into two more towns in Europe but like us he is living right side up in an upside down world. 

II.) Vs. 1-4 A war of words

Vs.1 As we noted last week Luke who writes for us this narrative leaves himself out of the story & probably stayed in Philippi to help with the young Church that started their. So the “they” that are travelling south along the 500-mile Roman road called the Egnatian Way are Paul, Silas & Timothy. They travel 33 miles to Amphipolis (Am-fip-olis, which means a city surrounded. So named because it was 3 miles from the sea & a river surrounded it) most likely they stayed the night & the next day they traveled another 27 miles to Apollonia (Ap-ol-onia, belonging to Apollo) & again stayed the night. All that Luke tells us is that they just “passed through” these two cites which as far as size & importance were larger then Philippi. Perhaps the reason is to be found in the statement that in “Thessalonica there was a synagogue of the Jews?” It is one of those mysteries why God in His sovereignty choices some areas to be centers where the gospel is to be spread & not others. But where there were synagogues meant that there was a hunger for spiritual truth. 

It is the same today, you go down to Southern California & Christianity is everywhere & people are into it. Then you come up to say, Merced, & there’s a lot of Church’s & all but just not the same spiritual hunger. Instead of the Church really impacting the community the community has impacted the Church. So what’s the answer? Well, I think we ought to all pack our bags & move to L.A. No I’m kidding, what we fail to realize is that Southern California’s spiritual climate was not always as it is now. 

Paul may have passed by these two cities but it is safe to say that eventually those from Thessalonica came the 37 miles back & perhaps those from Philippi went forward the 33 miles to Am-fip-olis. You say, “Pastor how do you know that?” Well I’ve read Paul’s words to the Church in Thessalonica & he says, “that they became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe. For from them the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Their faith toward God has gone out.” And Paul commends the Philippians because, “you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only. For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities.” Do you see what happened? God started a work in one area & then instead of it just staying in that area the Word of God, like “seeds carried by the wind” blew into another city & sprouted. You see the believers in Thessalonica  & Philippi were the seeds.

Vs. 2-3 But what was the way that God used Paul & the missionary team to turn the world right side up? Well, Paul came into the town with a catchy slogan or mission statement, a hot worship band & a practical message geared to share only what Jesus has to offer the non-believer to improve his life. NO! Instead we see FIVE specific things that Paul employed to turn Thessalonica & through them every place right side up. 

1. Vs. 2a “Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them”: Paul went, as he always did, to a place where there was already an interest in spiritual truth, the synagogue where the Jews met to study the Word of God. Do you get that? Paul sought the one place in all of Thessalonica where the people that gathered there were the most informed in truth. And where today in Merced would you find such a place? Now you all better get this right, THE CHURCH! Man this speaks volumes to me. We often say that our community needs a revival & what we are speaking of is that non-believers need to come to Christ & this is true they do. But I find it interesting that the place through out church history that is the flash point of revival has always been the Church. In fact that is true with Israel as well. I’ll give you a little homework assignment. Get a concordance & look up the word “revive”. Go ahead, oh alright I’ll give you the answer but you make sure you check me out. You will find that the word appears 20 times & that none of them have to do with anything except the believer. Further more of those 20 times 9 of them are found in the 119th Psalm. You could call the 119th Psalm the revival passage of scripture. Here is how the Psalmist puts it:

· Revive me according to Your word (three times)

· Revive me in Your way

· Revive me in Your righteousness

· Revive me according to Your lovingkindness (twice)

· Revive me according to Your justice

· Revive me according to Your judgments

Paul went to the one place that could be awakened to turn the world right side up, those that were seeking after truth. Folk’s the Church is what needs to be revived. Think of the word it’s self. When you say that some person needs to be revived you make the assumption that at one time they were alive. When has the non-believer ever been alive? My Prayer is that we would be just such a place!


 So we are told that for “three Sabbaths” or weeks Paul went into the synagogue to revive them in the truth. Now Paul tells us in 2 Thess. that the rest of the time he “worked laboring in toil night and day, so that he would not be a burden to any of them”. Now this ministers to me that Paul’s attempt to wake them up was not just words but how he lived what he believed. 

2. Vs.2b “reasoned with them from the Scriptures.” Paul had a discussion with folk’s based upon the truth of the Word. The word “reasoned” is where we get our English word dialogue. It describes not a formal sermon but rather a discussion during which Paul answered questions from those who were interested in truth. But look carefully on what Paul based his answers back upon? The scriptures! Paul did not answer their question based upon the newest psychological point of view. Webster’s dictionary  gives the definition of septic as “to look about”, & I think we as Christians ought to be this definition. If you want to turn the world right side up you are going to have to open a dialogue with them. One in which you aren’t afraid to examine opposing ideologies. Let me say this, any belief system that won’t allow honest investigation of it’s self or seeks to persecute anyone who seeks to investigate other belief systems by it’s very action is false! Now in saying that I’ve just eliminated every other world religion accept for Christianity! You see I have no problem having an honest discussion with someone who believes Buddha, or Moroni has the truth. I’m not mad at old Peter Jennings who was “In search for Jesus”. But I am going to question how hard his search for Jesus was when 4 out of the 7 scholars he interviewed were from a fringe group that has only 14 of it’s 74 members that would even qualify as a “scholar”. There must be a dialog in which we openly discuss our truth next to what others purport as truth.   

3. Vs. 3 “explaining”: This is the same word that is used twice in Luke 24. First in verse 32 where it says concerning the two disciples on the road to Emmaus that after hearing Jesus, “beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, expound to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself” said; “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?”  Then as Jesus stood in the midst of the disciples in Luke 24:44-45. Jesus said, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.”  Then Luke comments, “And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.” Same word as the one in our passage!  Clearly the word means to “expound” (Luke 24:37 gives us the definition) or to explain the word of God. If we want to turn our world right side up we can not be sharing “sermonets for Christianets”. No, there must be a clear teaching of the Word, which has to be explaining the passage. 

4. Vs. 3 “demonstrating”: The word literally means to place along side of. Paul was not only expounding he was propounding. In other words Paul did not just explain the passages of scripture to them he offered for their consideration the truth of the word of God by placing scripture next to scripture. He proved that what he was saying was not mere speculation or mans opinion but was in fact TRUTH! Do you get that? Paul was turning the world right side up because he knew that what he had to share was in fact TRUTH. And how did he know that? Well, he had done his homework. I’ve got to tell you all that you must not ever be afraid to take on the difficult topics concerning the Bible. Since it is truth you can investigate it. I have spent the last 20 years of my life with this approach to personal study & believe me when I say that the only thing that has remained constant is God’s Word. I have, on the other hand, been corrected in my views & attitudes daily! What makes us right is not that we have some sort of ideology that lines up with our world view but rather that TRUTH has come into our lives & changed our world view!    

a. Now all of this discussion, explaining & proving of the Bible, we are told, centered on, “that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead.” Now what this tells us is an important point in turning our world right side up. Paul made his focus not on how these Jews could live better & more productive lives. No his focus was not philosophy or principals but rather on a PERSON! The key to turning the world right side up is to talk about, explain & prove that Jesus is who He said He was & did what He said He would do! No doubt that led to discussing Isa. 53, Ps. 22 & others. You see because of the persecution of the nation of Israel & the apparent delay in the Messiah’s coming the Jews like their counter parts today just could not grasp that Jesus could be the Messiah. They could see the passages about the Messiah suffering & they said, “Well that is Messiah ben Joseph” & they could see the passages about the Messiah reigning & said, “Well that is Messiah ben David.” But they could not get was that Jesus was both because He was “Messiah ben Jehovah”!  

5.    Vs. 3 “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.”: This word preach means to proclaim. What is interesting is that in this statement we see that Paul pushed for a decision. We can see that in the next verse where we are told that “some of them were persuaded”. Folk’s if you want to turn your world right side up then you are going to have to press the issue & give them an opportunity to make a choice. How did he do so? Well, Paul identified Jesus as the fulfillment of the prophecies he had explained & proved & then said, “What are you going to do with Him?”      

Vs. 4 Here we are told of the effects of Paul’s five-fold method of turning the world right side up. Three groups were touched but in varying degrees:

a. “Some of them were persuaded”: The “them” in this sentence refers to the Jews in synagogue. The religious Jews were the hardest group to reach. Is that not true today that those who are religious are always the hardest to ones to reach with truth. Only a few of those folk’s were open to the truth. Jason of verse 5 was not doubt one of them.

b. “a great multitude of the devout Greeks”: The Greeks who were tired of polytheism went in search of truth had came into the synagogue & upon hearing the truth’s about the Messiah Jesus believed. In Acts 20:4 we are told that two of them (Aristarchus = Prince and Secundus = Second) joined Paul & the missionary team. 
c. “and not a few of the leading women”: A lot of the wives of important men of the city got saved as well. These were educated women who had found Plateau & Socrates had nothing to offer the heart & when hearing about Jesus turned their lives over to Him.

III.) Vs. 5-9 Smoke & mirrors

Vs. 5 With some success also came the enemies attempt to change the outcome. Those who refused to receive the Word of God became jealous of its impact upon the same folks that they were trying to persuade. So they went to the down town area & got together some people who were into doing nothing & paid them to start trouble. So they got the whole city into a riot & attacked Jason’s house where they thought Paul was at. This is always the tactic that those who refuse to trust in Jesus will use. When you can’t defend your position just out shout your opponent. 

Vs. 6-7 When that doesn’t work revert to lies & false accusations. They came up with two things to charge them with:

1. Vs. 6 “These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.”: “These men are making trouble”,  was their point. Now I could only pray that I would be dragged before the city council & charged with such a crime as this. It’s a great thing when your enemies praise you. Paul & his band were charged with changing the social structure of the world as they knew it. 

2. Vs. 7 “these are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king; Jesus.”: The second charge was that of treason in challenging Caesar’s authority. Church history records for us that over 6 million of our brothers & sister in Christ were killed in the first 250 years for refusing to say, “Caesar is Lord.” The word another means “of a different kind”. Jesus said to Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.” Jesus conquers the world one heart at a time not with armies & weapons but with ambassadors armed with truth & love. 

Vs. 8-9 The public trial happens & all that Jason has to do is put up security saying that Paul won’t becoming back to the city. This is what Paul probably meant when he said in 1 Thess. 2:18 that, “he wanted to come to them; time and again; but Satan hindered us.”

IV.) Vs. 10-15 A search for Messiah

Vs. 10-11 At night the Church sent Paul & Silas to Berea which was about 60 miles southwest of Thessalonica in the foothills of the Olympic Mountains. Berea was a little hick town off the main road. Now look at what Paul & Silas do, they repeat the same things they had down in Thessalonica to turn the world right side up. The difference was to be found in the hearts of those in the synagogue. Luke says that they were more “fair-minded” or literally were of  a higher character then those in Thessalonica. What made them so? Luke Tells us two things that gave them a higher character:

a. “they received the word with all readiness”: The word means to have, “eagerness, or to rush forward”. This Bereans wanted the Word of God they were hungry for truth. Simply put they were receptive to at least hearing the Word. One of these guys was named Sopater according to Acts 20:4. Now his name means, “One who defends the Father”. Folk’s it is one of the greatest sounds to hear when in a Church service you hear the rustling of Bible pages!   

b. “searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so”: Not only were they receptive to the Word they wanted to make sure that what was being taught lined up with the Bible. Further more they did so DAILY! 

Vs. 12 the result of this careful examination of the Word was that “many of them believed”. The great evidence that what we believe is true folks are to be found in that we are willing to examine its claims & search out what it proclaims. Whenever a person truly does this if they are honest they will come to the same conclusion as did the Bereans & believe. 

Vs. 13-15 Man we have a consistent enemy don’t we? These guys get together & travel the 60 miles to try to cause a problem so the Bereans just send Paul on down to Athens leaving Silas there. 


 So there you have it, the keys to turning your world right side up. The truth of God’s word & a willingness to go to a world that needs to hear it.  
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III.) Chp. 13-28 “Witnesses to the end of the earth”

Chp. 15-18:21 Traditions & the road less traveled (2nd trip)
17:16-21

“What’s playing at the Areopagus? (part a)”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. Vs. 16-18a Three different features

III.) Vs. 18b-21 Now playing, “Seed-picker”

I.) Intro.

As we last saw, the brothers of Berea sent Paul to Athens because of the trouble started by those who did not believe from Thessalonica. So verse 16 starts off with Paul waiting in Athens for Silas & Timothy who remained in Berea to join him. Athens was about 400 years past it’s prim as the most important city of the world, but it was still the intellectual capital of the known world. Two hundred years before Jesus it was home of the world’s great thinkers & their philosophies. Socrates, who had a brilliant student, named Plato & Plato who had a student named Aristotle. It was Aristotle who would coin the definition of philosophy as, “The science which considers truth!” Through out the years there were men & their opinions about life such as Epicurus & his philosophy called Epicureanism & Zeno & his philosophy called Stoicism, which we will look at today. So when Paul came to this city he did so out of necessity & not choice it was probably no larger then 10,000 people & they were still living in the past as they “spent their time in nothing else but to either to tell or hear some new thing.” So Luke will record for us what Paul saw, felt, did & said while waiting for his friends to arrive. 


Over the years mankind has created some interesting ways in which they view life. These philosophies come & go as actor’s on the stage of life, only to be reintroduced later on in the show. They may have different costumes on but they are still the same underneath. 

As I read this section of scripture it is not difficult to place myself in Paul’s shoes. You see I had the privilege to go to the former Soviet Union soon after its collapse. In fact as we were in Moscow the scaffolding was just being removed from the repairs that were being made upon the presidents house which was partially destroyed during the failed coo. In the two cities where we visited we were the first Americans that had ever visited the city. In fact we made quite a stir in one city as the T.V. crew came out to film us because our Bible seminar was taking place on the 10th floor auditorium which formally housed the communist party for that region. You could still see the silhouette behind where we taught of Lenin. Later we found his bronze bust that had hung there & we took turns sticking our fingers up his nose & taking pictures. It was interesting to teach the Bible in a place where they had never heard of its truth’s. In the second city we had a free day to sight see which happened to coincide with a city wide celebration for those that had fought in the 2nd world war. When they found out that we were Americans they asked us to speak to them. So we got to sing a worship song in Russian & then I got up & spoke of Jesus unifying love. Just how does the claim’s of Christianity stand up to the other philosophies of life? How can we share the Bible’s truths to those who have no understanding of it? And what responses can we expect to its proclamation? We shall look at all of this.  

II.) Vs. Vs. 16-18a Three different features

Vs. 16 Paul did what most of us would do if we were alone in a foreign city, sight see. What Paul saw was what one ancient historian speaking of Athens claimed that, “It was easier to find a god in Athens than it was a man.” You see there were over 30,000 idols in the city & that was not counting the ones owned privately. Now, though the craftsmanship of these idols were quite beautiful, Paul saw something in them that the artists did not intend to sculpt. He saw the hopelessness & emptiness that worshiping them created in human hearts. 


The word “given over” literally means to put under. Simply put Athens & the people who dwelt there were drowning in the things they worshiped! And in seeing this Paul spirit was in a fit over what he saw. Each idol revealed both the capacity of people to worship & the twisted way in which this worship of God had been manipulated into nothing more then the worship of self! Now most people today don’t think that they are worshipping idols today, but the truth is that what ever is the master passion of your life is what you are worshiping. The only difference is back then they had statues made up to their master passions, such as:

· Aphrodite = worship of sex

So today people are being put under the very passions of their lives & they are carrying around the idols of materialism, sex, power & so on. Not all of the things that people worship are evil. Some are worshipping family, other their jobs, some their country. The truth it that we are created to worship, the only question is what it is. So folks today as back then build beautiful statues, some of them are in the forms of buildings, others look like something of the creation but in the end it will cost them everything to worship them.

Vs. 17-18a We have noticed what Paul saw & how he felt about what he saw now we are going to see what he did about it. Luke uses the same word that we saw last week to describe what Paul did about the emptiness of the people of Athens, he “reasoned” with them. Now remember what that word means? It is where we get our English word dialogue. So Paul opened up a discussion group with three different groups who were all searching for truth to which would make since out of their lives. Now I want to take a look at these three groups because they are the same groups that around today:

1. Vs. 17 “in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile worshipers”: So just who does this group represent today? RELIGION! Evidently there was a synagogue in Athens so Paul went right in on the Sabbath & started dialoging with those who were religious. Notice to that Luke tells us that the religious folks were made up of Jews as well as Gentile worshipers. These were the people who had left the emptiness of the worship of self for a set of rules to help them worship God. In this city filled with 30,000 idols there was a group of people that had gotten together running away from the emptiness of the worship of self & they began to do certain things & not do other things trying to find some sort of meaning in their lives apart from life revolving around themselves. But instead of life revolving around themselves life was now revolving around rules & regulations. And when you really stop to think about it all that ends up, no matter how noble the attempt, is still the worship of self in what they do or don’t do! Paul would describe them this way in 2 Tim. 3:5 “having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!” Prior to saying this Paul tells Timothy that the outcome of religion shows it’s self by being, “lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.” Religion has no answers to the idols of the world & instead makes it’s experience just another idol to be worshiped. Think about it, this synagogue had been in Athens & even though it opposed idolatry it had done nothing to prevent it. So today many folks have left the idols of the world & the worship of self & turned to the worship of religious experience.

2. Vs. 17 “in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be there”: In Athens the market place was the famed agora which was an outdoor mall, full of business’s & trades people. So Paul went daily to the mall to talk with the common citizens of Athens. So who were they? Well they were those worshiping idols. The SUPERSTITIOUS, who had tried to grasp some identity & sense out of life by any means possible worshipping the Greek gods. Today we see our society taken over by superstitions. Everything from pet rocks & rabbits feet, to personal psychics, astrological signs & aliens from another galaxy, to try to find their way across the mine field of life. All this shows is that those who turn to such thing are searching for answers to the questions of this life. I’ve have witnessed folks into this way of life & they do quite well until they face a crisis then the little statues & phone numbers of people they call do then no good. I’ve listened to the commercials to these so-called psychics & you know what, they never give them any answers, they just tell them about the past. I mean what good would that do? If I went to the doctor waited in the waiting room for hours to see him & when I finally go in with my runny nose all he says to me is, “You have a runny nose!” You have not fixed my runny nose, you did nothing accept tell me what I already knew.

3. Vs. 18 “certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers”: Here Paul lists the last group that he entered a dialogue with the, PHILOSOPHERS. These are systems of beliefs based upon intellectual arguments. These people had left the superstitions of idols to intellectual pursuits which formed concepts of living. Now Paul lists two of the three rival systems “which were considered as truth” that were popular at that time, the third being the Cynics. What you will see is that these systems of thought are still very much alive today.

a. Epicurean: “Philosophy of the gardens” was founded by Epicurus who died in 270 BC. He & his followers held that pleasure was the chief aim of life. Though he taught that there were gods he thought that they were so remote as to not be interested in the affairs of humans, so they were in all practicality atheists. Things that happened to people did so by chance, there was no life after death so live for the moment. This made them materialists. Their motto is still popular today, “Eat, drink & by merry for tomorrow we die.” Today we see this philosophy on bumper stickers that say, “The one who dies with the most toys wins.” “You only live once, so might as well go for it!”  And in beer commercials that say, “Weekends are made for Michelob” There philosophy was to live for the moment. Today we see folks live under this philosophy as thrill seekers & materialists. 

b. Stoics: “Painted colonnade” so named for the place where the founder Zeno taught this philosophy. Zeno died in 265 BC & popularized the thought that said all of life was determined by fate. He believed that everything was god & god was in everything. Self-mastery was the goal of life & being indifferent to life’s ups & downs. Apathy was their highest virtue & they lived under the motto’s would of sounded like our sayings of,  “What will be, will be”,   “Grin & bare it.” & “Comfortably numb”. Since god was in all & all was in him they sought to live in harmony with nature. They would be the tree huggers & new agers of today.

To simplify these two thoughts you could say that the:

· Epicurean said enjoy life!

· Stoics said endure life! 

Now what these three groups all had in common was that they were all seeking answers for the questions of life. They were all seeking help & guidance & these were the ways in which people tried to make sense out of life. So it is into these three groups that Paul comes into Athens with a new world view, a new way of living life.

III.) Vs. 18b-21 Now playing, “Seed-picker”
Vs. 18b-21 So Paul shares with them a different worldview, different then “religion” & the worship of rules. Different then “superstitions” & vein philosophies of fate & chance. Before we look at what the their reaction we need to see that Paul “preached” or proclaimed Jesus & the resurrection (verse 18). And if Paul proclaimed the resurrection then he must have proclaimed the cross. Later, Paul would write to the Corinthians, “we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness.” To the worldviews of religion, superstition, fate & chance a relationship with God through His Son Jesus is what Paul proclaimed.


Their response was to call Paul a “seed picker” which was a put down regarding him as a little bird that moves around pecking at seeds. “Paul”, they said, “Your nothing more then a person who goes around picking up little fragments of truth here & there, piling them all together in away to try to impress people!” This no doubt was the opinion of the Epicurean’s who’s philosophy of living for the moment came against the Bible’s view of living with an eternal view.  


The other view of the Gospel was from the Stoic view that Paul proclaimed two God’s, Jesus & Resurrection. They were somewhat interested though Luke adds only because they were always interested in some thing new. In Athens concepts were often worshiped as gods, so what Paul proclaimed could be added to what they already worshiped. 

Vs. 19-21 So They show some interest in what Paul has to say & bring him up to the Areopagus or Mars Hill where the old court use to meet. These Athenians were like a lot of people today always hungering after something new & the novelty of Paul’s message brought him an audience to hear what he had to say. 

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel
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“What’s playing at the Areopagus? (part b)”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 22-31 Selected scenes

III.) Vs. 32-34 Three reactions to the feature

I.) Intro.

Last week we began our look at Paul’s message in Athens. Before you can fully grasp it’s message one needs to understand to whom Paul was speaking. So we saw that Paul proclaimed the message of Jesus to three distinct groups:

· Vs. 17 RELIGIOUS: Those who had left the emptiness of the worship of 30,000 idols & sought instead a religious experience to make since out of life. It is interesting to me that Paul aims the message of Jesus to this group. Today the world seems to confuse the gospel with religion, but they are not the same. Webster defines the origin on the word religion this way, “originally to have signified an oath or vow to the gods, or the obligation of such an oath or vow, which was held very sacred.” That only leads to the worship of rules, so Paul preached relationship.
· Vs. 17 SUPERSTITIOUS: Those that met daily at the market place who help onto the Greek gods as good luck charms. They did not so much follow after the 30,000 idols as they wanted to make sure that they covered all their bases. What is interesting to me is that we can see the same folks today that seem to bounce from superstition to superstition all in the hopes of finding something that makes sense out of life.
· Vs. 18 PHILOSOPHERS: These were the people who used intellectual arguments, which they considered as truth to govern their lives. Luke records two of the different philosophies of life that were popular at that time & they are still popular today. 
a. Epicurean: They sought to enjoy life. You will recall that I said last week that they believed that all things happened by chance. They taught that there was no after life. This produced a life style that “lived for the moment”. So they were the materialists & thrill seekers of the day. The bumper sticker on their chariots would have read, “Eat, drink & be merry for tomorrow we die.” 

b. Stoics: They sought to endure life. These folks believed that everything that happened did so by fate. God was in everything & everything was god. So this produced a lifestyle seen in self-mastery, apathy & a “grin & bare it” attitude. They would have been the “tree huggers” & new agers of their time. The bumper sticker on the back of their chariot would of read, “What will be, will be!”     
These were the three groups that would have gathered on Mars Hill to listen to what Paul had to say. What do all of them have in common? Well they were all seeking answers for the questions of life. They were all trying to find a system that would govern their lives in a world that was chaotic. Paul is going to show us this morning why Jesus has the answers that will make sense out of life.      
IV.) Vs. 22-31 Selected scenes

Paul now starts his address before this crowd where 450 years earlier a group brought Socrates & condemned him on the same charges as they did Paul, proclaiming foreign gods. His speech has four parts to it including the introduction & in it Paul effectively shows why Jesus has the answers to what the world is searching for. 

Vs. 22-23 INTRODUCTION: Paul started this message with words that showed that he understood where they were at spiritually. Paul says, “I can see by walking around your city that you fear the gods!” They had showed by having over 30,000 idols that they were seeking to know God. They were at least trying to answer the questions of life. And Paul acknowledge their interest, however misplaced it was. 

Folk’s it is always a good place to start a conversation about Jesus around what the people you are talking to believe & not by preaching at them. Simply ask them to tell you what they believe. Then ask them “WHY” they believe it? Paul saw that they were interested in spiritual things, he does not says that what they worshiped was good or bad, just that it was so! His point is to ask them, “Does what you have as the system which governs your life work?”  


Next Paul continues to show that he was paying attention to what he saw when he says that he noticed a temple dedicated to “The unknown God”. Several 100’s of years earlier there had been a sever plague in the city of Athens & it was suggested by Epimenides to turn a heard of a sheep lose in the city & where ever the sheep stopped, to sacrifice them in the name of the nearest idol. If there was not an idol close by, then because Athenians feared the anger of the other gods, they were to make an altar to an unknown god & sacrifice it there. Now what this reveals to Paul & as well as to us is the emptiness of mans religions, superstitions & philosophies as far as offering hope to the human heart. “Hey, I’ve got all of this stuff to help me figure out the right way to go but just in case I’ve left anything out I’ve got this one thing to cover everything else!” 

Now I’ve met a lot of folks like this perhaps you have too? They have their “religion” that they bring out of the bag only when needed, then of coarse they have their superstitions & go in for the occasional “bio-rhythm”, astrological chart or Taro card reading you know. Then they have for daily living the philosophies of life that cover fate & chance. But you never know that may not be enough so you better keep up on the latest stuff out there like cryogenics, yoga, or hale-bop comets. 


So Paul is going now to explain the mystery of the unknown God & in the rest of what he has to say he is going to share how different this God that they do not know is to what they believe now.

Vs. 24-25 LIVING GOD: Compared to the religious rules, dead stone idols, & vain philosophies,  Paul says this unknown God is alive & the creator of everything. 

a. Vs. 24 CREATOR OF EVERYTHING: He is the maker of hands not the one made by hands. You remember that the Epicureans believed that matter was eternal & had no creator. The Stoics on the other hand believed that everything was a part of God. “God”, declared Paul, “Is both the creator & personal”. Since God is the creator then it would not be logical that events happen by indiscriminate chance. And since He is also personal then things can not be as fickle as fate. To the superstitious Paul shows that God does not live in things made by the hands of man. The superstitious make temples & shrines to gods but they are always empty. I mean have you ever gone into a temple made to some deity & found that deity in there? So you go over to the keeper of the little shrine, “Hey, excuse me but I think your god got lose because his cage is empty!” To fashion anything & then worship it as if it has some sort of power is goofy. Religion is not much different then those who are superstitious as they always seeks to keep the attention on things. Some little ritual or practice that ends up being worshiped.   

b. Vs. 25 SUSTAINER OF LIFE: He is the giver not the one given too. You can’t add to God, or give Him anything to make Him more complete if you could then He would not be God. God is not looking for anything from man He only wants to give to man! I’ve gone into some Chinese restaurants & seen this gold fat guy with apples by him. Now again I think it’s funny trying to feed a statue of a fat man. First off, I think he needs to lay off the Crispy Creams & try some Weight Watchers & second what kind of help can this guy be to you if he can’t feed himself? 

Vs. 26-27a SEEKS TO KNOW & BE KNOWN: Paul declares that this unknown God is the God of history. How radically different Paul declares God is then how those three groups saw Him. Paul say’s God made one race of people, today science agrees calling us all Homo sapiens. Irregardless of the differences in the pigment of our skin, stature or features we are all one race. So? Well, Paul is showing that He wants all of mankind to know Him, He did not just create one class of people with that capacity.   

Now for years the evolutionist has been trying to find the missing link. That bridge between the animal kingdom & man but all they have come up with is some pretty weird looking monkeys. You see the problem is not in looking for a missing link it is rather that they are looking in the wrong place for Him. In Gen. 1:26 the trinity has a conversation & they say, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness”. The Godhead did not say, “Let Us make man in the image of a monkey”; no they said, “In Our image”. Do you get it? The missing link is not between man & monkeys it’s between man & his creator. And do you know who the missing link is? Well look at Phil. 2:5-8 & Paul tells us that, “Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” Pastor are you trying to tell me that Jesus is the missing link? Yep! Jesus is the One that shows us what we were suppose to be like & further more He is the One that alone made it possible for us to come back into the relationship with our Creator as He designed. 


Further more Paul declares that God has intervened in human lives & their courses so that they all would have an opportunity to know Him. You see God knows exactly how long each of us will live He knows everything about us & He allows the events of life to drive us to the knowledge of Him. It is not a life of random chance or blind fate that propels the affairs of your life it is a God who desires to have a growing relationship with you! All of those events of your life has been so that, as Paul says here in verse 27, “that they should seek the Lord.” How often have you been seeking to blame Him rather then to know Him? God knows where you are at towards Him this morning & He is ordering the times & boundaries of your habitation so that you would seek Him.

Vs. 27b-31THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES: Look at what Paul is saying here. He says that it takes the catastrophes of life to drive you to Him even though He is not far from each one of us! Ouch! You see the pride of the human heart won’t turn to God even though He is right next to us unless we have no other option. Here Paul points out that God created us with a free will; He did not make us robots. The fact that Athens was full of idols showed that man was trying to find their missing link. But they were looking into things that they created rather into the One who created. Paul would say to the Romans; “Since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.   Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man; and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.”  


So Paul now says with the incarnation of His Son He is not going to over look it is time to turn from the worship of things to the worship of the true God. Now lets look at verse 31 as Paul tells them three facts that would encourage them to turn from the worship of idols to the worship of God.

1. An inescapable day: “He has appointed a day on which He will judge”.  Time is coming when all will have to anti up! There is coming a day when all will have to give an account of their lives. Those who want to do so can give account of their lives based upon their “good works”. Now the standard is not their good works compared to the rest of mankind. In other words God does not grade on a curve! No Jesus says, “unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” Paul defines it this way in Rom where he says, “There is none righteous, no, not one.” You see the standard of good works is Jesus so all you have to do to be good enough is to equal Jesus’ life here on earth! Do that & you will be judged worthy. Uh, big problem though never been done, never will be! 

2. A perfect Judge: “He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained.” Just as there is a set day in which judgement will take place there is a specific Judge that will hear each of our cases. Rom. 2:16 says that, “God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ”. Further more Paul told Timothy in 2 Tim. 4:1 that, “Lord Jesus Christ, … will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom.” So? Well think of it in light of Heb. 4:15 where we are told that Jesus, “was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.” As great a comfort this is for all Christians because He understands our weakness it ought to bring fear into the heart of every non-believer. Why? Well because there is no excuse any person could ever use to justify not receiving Him. Think of the scene at the judgement as billions of people are gathered together. In the air is a low rumble of conversation & all seem to be saying, “It’s just not fair!” There is a young lady with a tattooed number on her arm. She was killed at Auschwitz for just being of a religion others hated. Then there is a man who has rope burns around his neck just because of the pigment of his skin. In fact all the people there could point to several reasons why they did not receive Jesus. So just who does He think He is anyway? “We want a judge who had to face all of the horrible injustices that we did”, they cry out. “Before you can judge us, you have to have walked in our shoes!” “You need to be born to a poor family, one in which they question your birth.” “You need to be raised in a culture that is hated & despised among all the nations.” “You need to be raised with out education & without a father.” You need to be miss understood, made fun of & thought crazy by those around you.” “You need to have been abandoned by your closest friends & handed over to the authorities by one whom you trusted.” “You need to go through an unfair trial & sentenced to the most inhuman death for something you were innocent of.” As they went through the reasons why God could not judge them, up to the judgement seat comes Jesus, & you could hear a pin drop! You see Jesus has went through what you went through He knows the suffering & there will be no excuse that will work before Him!

3. Undeniable proof: “He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.” “Hey, that’s just religious talk, how do you know?” Well, just so everyone would know that this is going to happen God proved it by raising Jesus from the dead. In 1 Cor 15:4-8 Paul declares concerning the resurrection that Jesus, “was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also.” Folk’s there is an empty tomb. Folk’s an empty tomb means that there was no body, yet many eyewitnesses saw Him dead & then proclaimed that He was alive & ascended into heaven!

Vs. 32-34 Now Luke concludes Paul’s message at Mars Hill with three recorded reactions to the message of Jesus compared to, religion, superstition & philosophy. You know what they are the same responses that you will have hearing this message today. So this morning you will fall into one of these three categories of responses to what you have just heard. 

“And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead”: 

1. “some mocked”: Pride is threatened, & to mask conviction people resort to making fun of the truth. When Christianity is made fun of it is as sign that the person knows that they are apart from Him. There is no open discussion, no real reason for denying the truth so just resort to sarcasm & put-downs.

2. “others said, We will hear you again on this matter.”: By far the most popular way of dealing with the truths concerning Jesus is procrastination. “Hey that is interesting stuff you are saying one day I’ll have to check it out but this is not the day!” “We need more evidence, man!” Let me just say that all a person has to do to end up in hell is do nothing! Just keep putting Jesus off. Man, I’ve got to tell you there are a lot of folks in this category. They’re not ready to out & out deny Him but they don’t want to turn their lives over so they become an ostrich & bury their heads in the phony sand’s of check him out later.  

3. “some men joined him and believed”: Here is the last group & the one that I’m praying all here will fit into. Even though the conscious is offended & pride is wounded, they say, “Jesus, I’m yours!” Luke lists two of their names for us. 

a. Dionysius the Areopagite, his name means, “divinely touched ” & he sure was even though he was a leader in vain philosophies.

b. Damaris, whose name means “little woman”, but she was more then that this day! Luke says, that these were just two among others.   

So there you have it, Jesus has the answers above religion, superstitions & philosophies. What is your response going to be?
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I.) Intro.

Athens’ you will recall was a town of about 20,000 & home of the most prestigious of the three universities in the world at that time. Now one can only wonder what Paul thought as he entered Corinth, which was 10 times the size of Athens (200,000), and some 53 miles away. It’s been fun for me to read the corresponding letter or letters with each move of Paul’s 2nd missionary journey. Now when you read 1st & 2nd Corinthians you need to realize that Paul wrote these two letters only 4 years after he founded the Church. And in reading them you can get a real good picture of what He had to deal with in Corinth. 

To sum it up, if Athens was a university town then Corinth was the frat house! In fact the name became synonymous with partying. In all of the Greek plays the Corinthian was always the drunken womanizer. It has been well said that the two letters of 1st & 2nd Corinthians are the closest to the conditions in which we all live in California. In other words we could change the name Corinthian to that of California & have 1st & 2nd Californian’s & be right on target. Paul tells the Corinthians that upon arriving in their city that the unbridled sin caused him to be in “weakness, fear and in much trembling.” He further wrote while in Corinth the letter to the Romans, where he describes the conditions of man kind apart from God, as “given over to vile passions” (Rom. 1:24-31) no doubt inspired by what he saw in Corinth. 

Years ago there was a comedy made extolling this kind of life style called “Animal House”! The world may celebrate this kind of “party” life style but it caused Paul to be in a funk. How can we live in a world that celebrates its wickedness? The answer is a walk of faith. Faith sees opportunities in the middle of opposition. Where a pessimist sees the problems & an optimist sees the potential, the person of faith sees potential in the problems! There are four things mentioned in this sectioned that strengthened Paul while he lived in the “Animal House” called Corinth.  

II.) Vs. 1-5 The fellowship of friends
Vs. 1 Now I’ve given you an overall description of Corinth as being a party town but I did not tell you why. If you were to look at a map of Greece you would see that Corinth lies right on an isthmus between two seas, the Aegean Sea & the Adriatic Sea. Simply put it was a two port town. So ships sailing with their cargo were faced with an option: 

a. Sail 200 miles around the very dangerous tip of Greece. 

b. Or unload the cargo & carry it across the 3½-mile isthmus. Sometimes, if it was a small ship, they would take it out of the water & roll it across the land bridge on huge logs. 

Today there is a shipping canal there that Cesar Nero began in A.D. 67 but was not completed until 1893 by the same folks that built the Suez Canal. So all trade traffic passed through Corinth either on its way to Rome or away from Rome. The city had towering hill some 2,000 feet with a temple to Aphrodite on top. The Romans knew this goddess of love as Venus & they worshiped her as the goddess of sexual pleasure. Every day at sun down over 1,000 temple prostitutes would come down to apply their trade to the citizens of Corinth. So you put together:

· Prosperity

· Sailors

· Prostitutes

And what do you come up with? Well a community that was world famous for it’s party life. And it is here that Paul finds himself ready to start a Church. Paul wrote briefly of his frame of mind while in Corinth when he wrote to the Thessalonians while in Corinth that, “in all our affliction and distress we were comforted concerning you by your faith.” You see Paul was encouraged to hear that they were growing in the Lord while he was seeing all the practice of sin.

Now this brings me to the first of four things that will strengthen you while living in a world that celebrates its wickedness. Now what is interesting to me is how our enemy will try to get us away from three of these four things. I mean think about it, what is the first thing you think of when you are just really bummed out at life? “Oh, I just don’t want to see people!” “Man life has gotten me down & I think I’ll just skip hanging with my brother’s & sister’s in Christ!” So how was Paul able to keep going? 

1. FELLOWSHIP: Verses 2-5 tells us of two groups that encouraged him to keep going. 

a. Vs. 2-4 Aquila & Priscilla: Now Luke gives us a brief back ground on this couple. Aquila was born on the Black Sea & was Jewish. And Priscilla was most likely a Roman woman of a higher social rank. Luke goes on to tell us that the Emperor Claudius expelled them. What Luke does not say is that Claudius had done so because of riots that was caused by the preaching of Christians of Jesus as the Messiah. Now Paul hooks up with this couple because he needed a job. Every Rabbi had to have a trade besides serving in the temple. So Paul’s trade was that of a tent maker or leather worker. Now we are not told that Paul had anything to do with their conversion. It is my opinion that they were already saved by this time. The reason I say this is that Paul tells us in 1 Cor. 16:15 that household of Stephanas were his firstfruits in Achaia, which would be Corinth. Further more in 1 Cor. 1:14 he mentions only two that he personally baptized “Crispus & Gaius”. My point is that I believe that such an important couple as Aquila & Priscilla would have been mentioned as coming to Christ under Paul’s ministry. So how does this relate to being encouraged in our faith in a world that celebrates sin? Well, think about it you’re all alone on a job where all your fellow workers celebrate their sinful life styles. Day after day all you hear is who got with who & what they did. Man you are all alone. But one day in the lunchroom you notice a guy warring a Christian T-shirt. Man, all of the sudden you are talking with this guy as if he has been your best friend since you shared a crib next to his. It is interesting to me that the context of this passage speaks first of Paul’s meeting Aquila & Priscilla before it says, (verse 4) that he opened a dialogue with the Jews in the synagogue. In other words having fellow believers around Paul brought about boldness that he did not have at first. Paul found those who were like minded & he realized that he was not alone! And this in turn led him to share with others.

b. Vs. 5 Silas & Timothy: Now I like this because Paul then hooks up with his buddies who meet him in Corinth. And then we are told that not only did Paul share the gospel on the Sabbath but according to this verse he went full time. Now if you look at 1 Thess. 3:6, 2 Cor. 11:9 & Phil. 4:15 you will see what changed his ministry upon the arrival of Silas & Timothy. They brought with them good news from the Church at Thessalonica & support funds from Philippi. That is what the body of Christ will do for you, encourage you & support you! And this will lead you to “testified that Jesus is the Christ.” So what does this have to say to us? Well it shows us the need for consistent Christian fellowship, to over come those that seek to celebrate their sin.   

III.) Vs. 6-8 Serving sinners and saints
Now we come to the 2nd way to combat discouragement over living in a world that celebrates its sin. What’s the 2nd thing you often tell your self when you are bummed out? “Man I’m just tired, I need time to myself” “I think I’ll just pull out of all my Christian stuff & get back into ME!”    

2. SERVICE: Verse 6-8 Paul’s service was two fold:

a. Vs. 6 Sinners: Paul went into the synagogue sharing that Jesus is the Christ & the opposition organized themselves against what Paul was teaching. Now if you combine verse 5 with verse 6 you prove the deity of Christ. You see it says that Paul “testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ” & then Luke says that they got organized against Paul’s teaching about Jesus & “blasphemed”. Folks, you can only blaspheme against God! At any rate Paul directed his service towards sinners, that is evangelistically. He did so until they totally rejected Jesus. Then in a gesture that the Jews would fully comprehend he shook the dust of the Synagogue off his garments. You see the Jews would do this the moment they got back into Israel from traveling trough Gentile regions as a way of saying that they rejected the life style of the Gentiles. So Paul says by blaspheming Jesus he wants nothing more to do with their rejection. Then Paul shares that their blood was going to be on their own heads. Now the prophet Ezekiel is told by God that if he does not warn the nation then their blood would be on his hands. Blood in the Bible always symbolizes judgement. So Paul is saying that since he shared the truth concerning Jesus & they rejected it then they have brought judgement upon themselves.  

b. Vs. 7-8 Saints: Paul did not travel far after leaving the Synagogue as he goes next door to Titus Justus’ house which shared a common wall with the Synagogue. Paul started a Bible study in the Gentiles house next door. In other ancient writings we learn that Justus was from a very well known family of potters. There are those who link him with Gaius whom Paul baptized because Roman’s always had three names. It appears that putting a Bible study next door to the Synagogue worked as Crispus (Curly) who was the ruler of the Synagogue gets saved along with his house. I think it is always a good place to start a Church right next door to religion. Luke goes on to tell us that “many of the Corinthians after hearing the Word of God believed.” Just who were the many mentioned here? Well Paul gives you a little clue when he writes in 1 Cor. 1:26 “For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called.” In other words they were the common folk. His message was simple as again Paul writes in 1 Cor 2:2 “I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” 

So Paul served sinners & saints; it didn’t matter to him. He “preached Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” Do you see that? That’s how you combat discouragement over living in a world that celebrates its sin, service! You see when you are busy about the things of God you won’t have time to get all down about the things of the world!              

IV.) Vs. 9-11 Presence and promises

So far we have seen that Paul combated his discouragement against a world that celebrated its sin by FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE. But in these next verses we will see that Paul also had some thing else that brought about encouragement. Again when you think about it & your bummed out what’s the last thing that you do? “Man, I’m just wiped out I think I’ll rent a movie about violence, sexual immorality” And just as you go to stick the movie in right next to the DVD or VCR is a dusty book that you haven’t picked up for a while. “Hum, what does it say? Holy Bible, maybe I should, nah it doesn’t have any answers!” 

3. WORD OF GOD: In verses 9-11 we are told of three things that reading God’s Word will do for us when we are wiped out because we live in a world that celebrates its sin. Simply put being in the Bible daily will give you three reasons to keep going.
a. Vs. 9 Perspective: Look carefully at what the Lord says to Paul here. First the Lord says, “stop being afraid!” Is that not great? I mean God shows several things here. He knows Paul is afraid & then He says don’t stop talking about Me. You see where I’m going with this? We are prone to stop doing things when they are no longer pleasurable to us. You don’t agree? What are the most common items in the best condition at garage sales? Come on now you know this, exercise equipment! We pay all kinds of money for some thing that comes with a video, & after only a few times using it we put it out side in the garage next to the “Thigh Master”. Why? Because it is no longer any fun & the results we had hoped for did not happen in a day. Reading God’s Word gives us perspective. Here God tells Paul, “Hey, stop being afraid & start talking about me!” Why, because we are to share Jesus not because it’s fun but because He told us too! 

b. Vs. 10a Presence: Here is the 2nd great thing that reading God’s Word will bring to you, the truth that He is with you no matter where you are at. Paul was living in a city that celebrated its sin & no doubt he was thinking of Corinth as a “God forsaken” community! But God had not forsaken Corinth they had forsaken Him, but He wanted to change that by working through Paul. Man what an encouragement to hear from the Lord that He is with you! Is that not enough all on its own to keep going?

c. Vs. 10b Promises: Here then is the last thing the Word of God will give you to keep you going. Herbert Lockyer in his book published in 1962 called “All the promises of the Bible” gives several numbers as to how many promises there are in the Bible. There are 31,173 verses so some say that 30,000 of those are promises. He goes on to quote an article in a 1956 Time magazine that cited the work of schoolteacher Everet Storm, which he complied after his 27th reading of the Bible. It took him 1-½ years to complied the figures of 8,810 promises but that did not include the 3,376 promises that make up Psalm’s & Proverbs. So if you add it all together you come up with 12, 186 specific promises of which 7,487 of them are from God to us! Now notice that the Lord gave Paul two promises in this verse. 

1. Protection: Now Paul was not free from difficulties or attack but God promises that those things won’t harm you. It’s that old saying that says; “If it doesn’t kill ya it’ll only make ya stronger!” So as we will see they will bring charges against them but they will amount to nothing.  

2. People: The second promise was that God promised to give him people that would respond to the message of Jesus. It’s kind of like knowing your going to win as long as you stay in the race. 

Vs. 11 So what was the outcome of Paul being in the Word of God, well his perspective stayed right, the presence of the Lord was with him & he held onto the promises of God which produced consistency in the ministry in Corinth. Paul stayed in this city that celebrated its sin for over a year & a half, teaching the word of God. Do you see that? Paul needed, FELLOWSHIP, SERVICE & THE WORD OF GOD, & that is what he gives back to the Church. It is no mystery why then satan will do all he can to get us off of those three things.   

V.) Vs. 12-18a Victory, a great vaccination

There is one last thing that will strengthen you while living in a world that celebrates its wickedness. But the truth is if you don’t stay the coarse through the first three you will never make it to the last one.

4. VICTORY: So here in verses 12-18a Luke records for us two ways in which victory was achieved:

a. Vs. 12-16 Words: Luke records for us the charges brought against Paul for preaching the gospel. They bring the charges to Gallio (Gal-i-o) whose older brother Seneca was busy tutoring the young Nero whom Paul one day appears before. Now this guy was quite fair as he makes Christianity an offshoot of Judaism thus legal to be proclaimed. Victory was achieved in the courtroom of the world by words of a non-believer. Sometimes we see the Lord’s work moved forward by the stemming of the world. A lot of Churches proclaim a healthy Church on a full bulletin, but until there is a change in the world around us we ought not look to our bulletins. So the wicked went to the world & were defeated & Paul did not even get to open his mouth!   

b. Vs. 17-18a Works: Lastley victory came in tangible ways as well. It seems that after Crispus got saved that the Jews instated Sosthenes (Sos-the-nees) as the ruler of the Synagogue. And when their court case did not go as planed they took him out & beat him. Now all of this would not mean much unless you read 1 Cor. 1:1 where Paul address the letter & says that,  “Sosthenes their brother” was with him as he wrote to them. Wow, we are not sure when it happened but Sosthenes becomes a brother in the Lord. Hey folks, sometimes it takes the world beating on us to turn us to Jesus doesn’t it? I wonder if after the world beat him up if old Paul & Crispus came over with some TLC? Finally we are told again that Paul remained a good while.

Victory is a great vaccination against the blues of living in a world that celebrates sin. But you will never get that far if you abandon fellowship, service & the Word. May the Lord speak to our hearts this morning giving us perspective, promises & most important His presence.     
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I.) Intro.

Every year at this time, right after that second helping & another slice of Marie Calendars “French Apple” pie, I start thinking “Ok it’s time that I really get in shape this year!” Now if you are anything like me you say something like, “Right after New Year’s day”, or “Maybe better to wait until after Martin Luther King day”. Then, I just keep on going through the months. It seems to me that motivation is the problem, I’m just not motivated, as I should be. When I do go to the gym I notice that the younger the people are generally the more motivated to exercise they are. You see appearance is still very important to them. Webster defines appearance as “The act of coming into sight; the act of becoming visible to the eye.” You see my motivation ought to be, “I want to appear attractive to Donna!” Now I would have no problem appearing attractive if my wife was a killer whale & my name was Shamu but since it’s not I need the Lord to change my motivation, from Killer Whale to human husband. I need to get out of my complacency & still see my self as her groom. If that’s true on a physical level I think it is also true on a spiritual level as well.

On the spiritual front we need a right motivation from the Lord to get into great spiritual shape as well. Perhaps it can come from the perspective I found in the lyrics of Third Days song, “My Heart”. It goes like this, “My heart makes me wonder how much longer ‘Til, You’re coming back to take me away.” “I search the sky & then I try to imagine You there. Looking on anticipating You’re standing by & knowing I will join You in the air until then I’ll be waiting.” Perhaps this is the year He will be “coming into sight becoming visible to the eye”. Are you ready? Or like me do you need to get motivated & hit the spiritual gym? In the passage before us Luke is going to show us how Apollos & twelve guys & Ephesus got in spiritual shape. 

II.) Vs. 18b-23 Committed to exercise

Vs. 18b The ministry in Corinth continued after Gallio’s decision (Vs. 14-18a) but Luke tells us that Paul decided to leave them & head for Jerusalem because he had taken a vow. 

What? Paul the man who had stood up in the council & defended grace above the law is now taking a vow? Now it’s important to understand that Paul’s vow here was not an attempt to be justified by the law but rather an outward sign of an inward commitment. Although Luke does not tell us what kind of vow this was, based upon the cutting of his hair & his need to go to Jerusalem this was, most likely a Nazirite vow. The word literally means a “separated one”. Num. 6:2-5 is where we first hear it mentioned, there we are told that a person who makes a special vow of being separate to the Lord was not to eat or drink from anything of the grape vine. And during the days of their vow they were not to cut their hair. At the end of the vow the hair would be cut & burned as a sacrifice a symbol of offering one’s self to the Lord. In Judges 16:17 we are told that Samson was a Nazirite for life as was John the Baptist (Luke 1:15). Now when you understand this vow you will understand the story of Samson much better. You see the secret of Samson’s strength was not his hair but rather what the uncut hair symbolized his commitment to the Lord! And of coarse those that are committed to God are always people of great strength. So when Samson broke his commitment to the Lord he became weak as other men.

Vs. 19-22 Ok now look at this passage again & you will see something that will cause you to be committed to spiritual growth. 

Proper motivation:

· Vs. 18 Paul had a great Pastoral ministry going in Corinth but he is going to leave it behind.

· Vs. 19-21 He goes to Ephesus, where he wanted to go at the start of his 2nd missionary journey three years earlier & the Holy Spirit would not let him. And he goes into the synagogue opens up a discussion with them & instead of getting mad at him they ask him stay longer with them. But no, he has got to fulfill the vow in Jerusalem. 

· Vs. 22 He lands at Caesarea by the Sea instead of Antioch & goes up right away to Jerusalem to complete that vow before he greets the brothers there & only then does he leave to Antioch. All of this because of this vow!

Still don’t see it? I read it over several times before it dawned on me too. Paul’s source of commitment was not to ministry but to the Lord! You see the Nazirite vow was a pledge of commitment & devotion to the Lord. It was away of saying thank you to the One who alone deserves the praise. You see Paul’s commitment to spiritual health was not:

· So he would be a complete pastor in Corinth, 

· An effective evangelist in Ephesus, 

· Or a marvelous missionary in Antioch. 

No! Even though Paul was those things, he understood that more important then anything was his own commitment to Jesus. His relationship to the Lord came before his service before the Lord!
You see this answers the question of motivation. Commitment must to be the One who alone is your strength & not to get something in order to be strong. Most of us fail in our plans to get in shape because we make a vow in order to make us something that we aren’t. And as soon as we don’t get the results we wished for or the commitment infringes upon our “In & Out urge for a Double Double animal style” then we quit. Our commitment is not to a program but to a Person. 

· As much as Paul loved the sheep in Corinth, he loved the Lord more. 

· As much as he enjoyed seeing his countrymen come to Jesus in Ephesus, he loved the Lord more. 

· As much as he wanted to share of the Lord’s work with those who had sent him out in Antioch, he loved the Lord more. 

The bottom line is Paul was committed to Jesus more then ministry! Paul told the folks at Ephesus that if it was “God’s will” he would come back to them. So the key to getting in great spiritual shape is to make your commitment to Him. A lot of folk’s try to jump-start their marriage or carriers around going to Church but that’s never going to keep you committed. 

Vs. 23 Here Luke tells us that Paul starts out on his 3rd missionary journey. He most likely stayed in Antioch for the better part of a year. Then he heads out & we will pick up his journey more in chapter 19 in a moment. There are two points in this verse:

1. Paul starts this journey out by him self. Barnabas, who went with him the first time & Silas, who went with him the second time are went with him. So? Well again it speaks to Paul’s commitment to the Lord & not ministry. 

2. Paul’s purpose was to “strengthen all the disciples”. As much as Paul loved to see folk’s won to Christ he never forgot those who were already won. So he devoted this third missionary journey to training & equipping those who had been won to Christ during the three years of the second trip. 

Now I like this, Paul made a commitment to the Lord & now a year or so later he goes back through the areas where believers were to cause them to make stronger commitments. I personally don’t think enough of this is being done in Christ’s Church today. If Paul were sitting next to you he would want you to show your spiritual muscles to him. What part of your spiritual life could use some exercise? Paul went out into the churches he had planted to see what kind of shape they were in. No doubt the Word of God were the weights that he put them on to get in better shape. The knowledge & obedience to the Word of God is what makes us get in better shape. A person can not grow in their relationship to Jesus with out growth in His Word. Further more there will be no long lasting evangelism apart from growth in the grace & knowledge of Jesus. That is why we here at Calvary Chapel place such importance upon verse by verse teaching.   

III.) Vs. 24-28 Personal trainers

Now you all know that the chapter divisions were not part of the original Bible & were added in 1205 by Stephen Langton who was a professor in Paris. Then in the 1400’s a guy by the name of Robert Stephanus while traveling from Paris to Lyons took those chapter divisions & assigned verse divisions. Neither of these guys took time to consider the Bible as literature or the grammar of the text. So the divisions we all have in our Bible’s are only to be considered for help in referencing a passage & off times leave a lot to be desired as far as continuity of the passage is concerned. So my point is? Well really chapter 19 should start right here in verse 24 as Luke is going to tell us about Apollos in Ephesus so that we will understand Paul’s ministry when he arrived there himself a year later. 

Vs. 24 In verse 19 we were told that Priscilla & Aquila accompanied Paul from Cenchrea, (seaport of Corinth), to Ephesus where they remained as he went on to fulfill his vow. Here for the first time we are introduced to Apollos & Luke is going to reveal four things about him.

a. He was a Jew born at Alexandria: Alexandria was located right at the mouth of the Nile river & the Mediterranean Sea, founded by it’s name sake Alexander The Great. It had a population of around 600,000 with 1/3 of them being Jewish. The library there had 700,000 books & it was here 200 years earlier that the Hebrew O.T. was transcribed into Greek. Apollos was from a cosmopolitan community known for its education & culture.
b. An eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures: The word “eloquent” only appears here in the N.T. & can mean either “man of words or man of ideas”. And the word “mighty” is where we get our word dynamite. Apollos was a gifted speaker & dynamite in the scriptures. 

c. He was instructed in the way of the Lord, fervent in spirit & he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord: Now there is some question as to this phrase “instructed in the way of the Lord”. It can either mean that he was instructed in the things of God or that he was familiar with the truth concerning Jesus. It is my opinion that based upon the context of the passage that Apollos had been instructed on the truths concerning Jesus. “Fervent in spirit” means to “bubble over” in other words his enthusiasm matched his education. Luke is painting a picture of Apollos as one who had more then head knowledge. Luke wants us to know that as far as what Apollos was teaching it was right on the mark, (accurately literally means perfectly). Apollos had the right education, enthusiasm, and ethics as he spoke concerning the Lord.     

d. He knew only the baptism of John: Now here we are told the only down fall to Apollos’ teaching, it was limited. How could a guy well educated, a gifted speaker, well versed in the scriptures, teaching the things about Jesus accurately & enthusiastically be still lacking something? Well it all centers around the words “knew only the baptism of John.”  

Apollos knew the message which John the Baptist preached, but what was that message? Well if you go back & look at John’s message you will find that he proclaimed three great truths:

1. CHANGED HEART: Matt. 3:1-2, 6 Gives us a clue. Matthew says that John came preaching, “repent” & that folks came from all over “confessing their sins”. Simply put John proclaimed that forgiveness of sins was only possible on the basis of personal repentance or agreeing with God about their sins. This was a radical message to those who had understood that it forgiveness was made possible through the shed blood of a animal sacrifice. Although that is true the people were not personally repenting for their sins. This is what was taking place even during the time of Isaiah as we read God’s Word to the nation, “I do not delight in the blood of bulls, Or of lambs or goats. When you come to appear before Me, Who has required this from your hand, To trample My courts? Bring no more futile sacrifices; Incense is an abomination to Me. The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and the calling of assemblies; I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting.” God spoke through John the Baptist as He had through Isaiah saying, “That the sacrifice of an innocent animal on their behalf did no good if there was no repentance in the heart!” That is why the author of Hebrews says that, “it is not possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.” And of coarse repentance doesn’t just mean saying your sorry but means to change directions thus a changed heart.  So Apollos taught what he understood through John’s message, that a person needs a changed heart for forgiveness to take place. 

1. CHANGED LIFE: Mark 1:2-6 We are told that John came baptizing in the wilderness & that as people went out to him in the Jordan river they went out agreeing with God about their sins & then they were placed under the water. In other words the people expressed this changed heart through baptism. They were symbolizing a clean heart by being placed under the water. John came announcing that as people came with a changed heart agreeing with God about their sins, that forgiveness took place. Further more that the forgiveness was seen in the cleansing symbol of baptism. In other words baptism shoed that a person wanted to make it a clean start, wanted to show all that they were now going to live a “changed life” because of the forgiveness they had received. So Apollos taught the truth about living a changed life if you had truly been forgiven.
2. CHANGED POWER: Mark 1:7-8 We are further told that John proclaimed that there was One coming that would baptize them with the Holy Spirit. In other words John proclaimed that a changed heart & a changed life was just the beginning work. There was something more that John was not going to be able to do & it involved the Holy Spirit. Jesus was going to cleanse with the Holy Spirit; He was going to give all that turn to Him the “power” to live that changed life that they had symbolized by water baptism. So Apollos taught about the need for Jesus to live the new life.  

Vs. 26 So what could be wrong with could be wrong with what Apollos preached that Aquila and Priscilla had to “took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately?”  Well what did John the Baptist not include in his message? Well he died before three great events:

· The cross

· The resurrection

· The coming of the Holy Spirit

Simply put it was the Cross-of Jesus that makes forgiveness of sins possible.

It is the resurrection that makes a changed life possible.

It is the Holy Spirit that gives us the power to live daily this changed life.  

In other words Apollos had the right diagnoses with out ever giving the prescription. He was preaching a program but never put it all together with the right Person, Jesus! Apollo’s message was incomplete because it spoke correctly about man’s need but he never brought it around to the Person & work of Jesus.


So here is where Priscilla & Aquila come in. Notice that they did not publicly come after him. No they most likely invited him over to the house after Church. And they expounded to him all that he did not yet know. They filled in the blanks of his message if you will. Simply put they acted like “personal trainers”, seeing Apollos work they liked his technique, saw his discipline all they needed to do was help him a little so that he could maximize his spiritual work out. Now I think it is impressive of Apollos to be teachable enough to allow Priscilla & Aquila to help him out. That tells us that Apollos was more into God then he was himself. 

Vs. 27-28 Well what was the out come of the personal training secession? Well after a while on this new training program of Priscilla & Aquila he heads out to Corinth & “he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.” He was so effective that Paul has to rebuke the Corinthians for claiming that they were of Apollos, something that I’m sure he rebuked them for as well. The wording of verse 28 means to fully stretch enabling to win the contest. So Apollos who had already the right program need to just preach a person & for that God provided two personal trainers. Folk’s that is what we all need from time to time someone to come along to help us in an area that we need further instruction on.  
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I.) Intro.

Ok let me rehash from last weeks message:

· Paul had taken a vow of commitment & thanksgiving to the Lord (Nazirite vow). This vow showed us that Paul was committed to the Lord above ministry. Simply put Paul was committed & his motivation was right because it was to a PERSON not to a PROGRAM. (Cesar upon his troops arrival on the British Islands…burned their boats)      

· Next we saw in the person of Apollos a fellow who understood the message of John the Baptist namely:

a. That a person needed a changed heart for forgiveness to take place. If a person did not truly want God to change their lives then forgiveness could not take place.

b. That a person who had a changed heart & had been forgiven would know it because there would be a changed life. The Jewish folks that came out to be baptized by John did so to demonstrate to all that there was a desire for a clean start, a changed life. 

c. Lastley Apollos taught what John had taught about the need for something further. They would need a change in power to live that changed life. John had said that Jesus would baptize them in the Holy Spirit & that was going to be the key to living a new life. 

So what was it that went wrong with Apollo’s message that had to be corrected? Well Apollo just need some personal trainers to come along & explain to him the person & work of Jesus. Apollos need to understand how the cross, resurrection & the coming of the Holy Spirit made it possible for what he proclaimed to happen in human lives. Simply put he needed to put “flesh” on his message, he was sharing the truth in concepts but he did not connect it to Jesus’ & His finished work!   


So what is it that we have seen so far that will help us get into great spiritual health in the New Year?

· Vs. 18b-23 MOTIVATION: We are going to have to make sure that we have the right motivation if we are going to succeed. The person of Jesus is that motivation! That would be the Cross!

· Vs. 24-28 METHOD: Next we are going to have to make sure that we have the right method for change. The person & work of Jesus is the method for a changed heart, life & power! That would be the resurrection!
· Vs. 19:1-7 MOTOR: Today we shall see that we are going to need a new engine, new power for this to take place. That would be the baptism of the Holy Spirit!
Further more we shall see how a spiritual healthy life can effect the world around us. What I like about this passage is how the stories define just what it looks like to be under new power of the Holy Spirit.

IV.) Vs. 19:1-7 Eating healthy

Vs. 1-7 So Luke tells us that after Apollos has gone to Corinth Paul made his way to Ephesus. Now again there is some different opinions about whether these twelve disciples were Christian or not. The difference of opinion centers on the little word in verse 2 rendered “when” in the N.K.J. & “since” in the K.J. Paul’s question to these disciple’s is either, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when (or sinced) you believed?” The literal translation is, “Believing, did you receive the Holy Spirit?” If the word is “when” then it would mean that Paul questions whether or not they had become believers. If the word is “since” it would mean Paul questions as whether or not they had the in filling or baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

Arguments can be made for either position based upon the context of the passage. So it will all boil down to your personal opinion as to whether or not you believe in the gifts of the Spirit & the possibility of the third work of the Holy Spirit in the life of man. That is the “upon” experience spoken of in Acts 1:8. (para = along side, en = in, epi = upon)

Now I’ve got to tell you that I read all sorts of commentaries with differing opinions, I do so deliberately. For instance John McArthur who does not believe in the gifts says concerning this word that it has to be “when” because everyone knows that the  “experiences & phenomena in Acts are not normative for today.” In other words it can’t be “since” because he does not believe that the gifts of the Spirit described in the book of Acts are for today! That’s called a presupposition!  

So what do we know? 

· Paul met up with 12 folks that he called disciples or followers.

· Something about them made him question the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives.

· They were most likely associated with Apollos.

So what is that made Paul question them? Well I think it was that he noticed a lack of power in their lives. They knew about Jesus, they had responded to the message as taught by Apollos but something was missing. In other words they were in the gym but not getting the results that they should of. It seems to me based on Paul’s question that he is asking them if they were baptized in the Holy Spirit. And their response is, “Man Apollos never told us about the Holy Spirit.”  So Paul goes on to find out exactly what they did know. And they say, “We know that we needed a changed heart which would lead to a changed life, & to live that changed life we needed something more, some new power.” So Paul goes on to say that they needed to believe of the Jesus the Christ whom John preached & no doubt that meant the message as well. I think Paul spoke to them about Jesus’ words in Acts 1:4-5 where Jesus says: “to wait for the Promise of the Father, which, He said, you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” Further more Jesus said in Acts 1:8 “you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” These 12 were trying to be a witness, that’s why Paul calls them followers, but they just weren’t getting any results. 


Now if you are going to go to the gym & get serious you are going to have to do more then just pump iron. You’re going to have to make sure that you eat right. You’re going to have to fill yourself with the right food. Foods that will help you get in the right shape. The same is true with your spiritual health you’re going to need to make sure you are filled with the Holy Spirit. Now it must be pointed out that this was a rather small group of believers in Ephesus that did not have a complete understanding of the person & work of the Holy Spirit. 


Now what I like is that they again were open to the change. 

· Do you want to get into spiritual shape? 

· Is your motivation right? 

· Are you committed to the person of Jesus & not a program? 

· Are you open to a further understanding of the Person & work of the Holy Spirit?     

III.) Vs. 8-10 Class room time

To set up this section of scripture it is necessary to go ahead in this chapter & look at what is said of the ministry of Paul in Ephesus. To start with the time line goes like this:

· Vs. 8 Three months in the synagogue, which he had stopped by on his way to complete his vow, 18:19-21. 

· Vs. 10 Two years in the rented school of Tyrannus. 

· Vs. 22 Some time more time after he had sent Timothy & Erastus to Corinth. 

So it is safe to say that Paul remained in Ephesus for about three years. That being established just what happened during those three years? Well here is what we are told:

· Vs. 10 “All who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.” That would be all the Churches listed in Revelation 1:11 (Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.)

· Vs. 18 “Many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds.”

· Vs. 20 “The word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.”

· Vs. 26-27 Demetrius the silversmith, who made silver shrines of Diana, made a complaint before the chamber of commerce & said; “Moreover you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are not gods which are made with hands. So not only is this trade of ours in danger of falling into disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess Diana may be despised and her magnificence destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worship.” 

So putting this together we can see illustrated in Paul’s ministry for those three years just what it looks like to be powered by the Holy Spirit to be witnesses of Jesus’ life. 

Vs. 8-10 In these three verses Luke crams 2 ½ years of ministry in. Paul started out his ministry where he had left it off in 18:19 the synagogue, where he remains three months longer then any of the other towns he visited. Again Paul uses the usual format of discussing & the result of that was that some were “convinced by way of argument” about the “Kingdom of God”. 


Jesus told Pilate that His “kingdom was not of this world”. We get a further clue as to what Paul preached concerning the “Kingdom of God” in verse 9 where we are told the Jews of the synagogue “spoke evil of the Way”. Paul went into that synagogue for three months & spoke about the “Way” into the kingdom of God. He stayed there until they began to reject his message publicly, then Paul moves to the school of Tyrannus. Now in chapter 20: 33-34 Paul declares to the elders in Ephesus that he, “coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel… that his hands provided for his necessities, and for those that were with him”. The typical workday was that folk’s would work then take a siesta during the hot part of the day from 11:00 am to 4:00pm & then go back to work after 4:00 to around 9. So Paul worked making tents thus his day looked like this:

7:00am – 11:00am work

11:00am – 4:00pm teach

4:00pm – 9:00pm work

9:00pm – when ever teach from house to house (Acts 20:20)

Now we do not know anything about this school of Tyrannus but it is believed that he was a philosopher who ran a school in the mornings. It is interesting to note what his name means, it is where we got our word “tyrant” from. I mean what better place to teach about the freedom we have in Christ then a school that taught the philosophy of the world “tyranny”.

 
If you add up the amount of time Paul taught in the rented school it adds up 3,120 hours of teaching. While some rested Paul rested in the Lord & taught others to do so as well! And what was the outcome of all those hours of teaching? Well we are told that an area larger then our state heard the Word of the Lord. In fact Luke says that the Word of God crossed cultural boundaries in that both Jews & Greeks were reached. So? Well if you want to be spiritually healthy you are going to have to be consistent! Spiritual growth is a process that requires a consistency in that which is a daily retinue. People don’t grow because the bottom line is they aren’t consistent day in & day out! The outcome of consistency is always growth! I know if I continue to work out & eat healthy I will become healthy & fit. Now my problem is right now I’m doing great but what about three month’s from now? If in three months from now I have stayed consistent you will be able to see a visible change in me. Folk’s the same is true spiritually. People often come to me & say that they “tried” the Bible & prayer & it didn’t work. Now if you are committed to change then you don’t stop!

IV.) Vs. 11-20 Healthy in an unhealthy world

So we have seen that to get healthy spiritually we need to have:

· The right motivation, to the Person of Jesus not a program.

· The right method, that is to the finished work of Jesus.

· The right motor or power, that is the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.

· The right manner, that is consistency in all of the above.

With that said Luke now records for three specific instances which help show what the life controlled by the Spirit will look like. 

Vs. 11-12  First Luke tells us of this incident that he puts into the category of “unusual miracles”. Literally the phrase is “miracles not of the ordinary kind”. Now when you think of it this is an oxymoron. I mean when can you ever have a “natural supernatural” event? Now I like the fact that God works out side the box but it sure would make it a lot easier if He just did things that we could explain to people! 



The word “handkerchief” is sweatband & the word “apron” is that of which a construction worker would use to put his tools in. So you can see what was happening, Paul would work hard tell 11:00am & then take off his sweatband from around his forehead untie his tool belt so that he could teach the word. Well, we are not told how it happened but someone picked them up & brought them to a person that was sick & they were healed. Now I can’t say it for sure but I bet old Paul got tired of having to buy new ones. Well, what on earth are we to make of this passage & does it give credence to those T.V. evangelists who sell a piece of prayer cloth? 

a. First remember that these are “unusual” miracles. Thus we should not expect them to be the norm.

b. Second, according to verse 19 Ephesus was a very superstitious place. So God worked through their superstitions to minister the truth about Jesus.

c. Lastley, as we shall see in verse 19 God began to deal with their superstitions soon after becoming believers. 

Folks, the virtue of these things is not to be seen in the material they were made of or the sweat that soaked them. No, they were healed as they lay hold of the Jesus Paul preached & proclaimed!  

So what do we get out of this section as far as looking at a life controlled by the Spirit? I think far to much is made out of the use of the sweatband & tool belt as instruments of healing & not enough is made out of what there intended use by Paul was. Paul wore those two items because he was a servant! He served for two reasons in Ephesus:

1. He was humble as verse 19 says, “serving the Lord in all humility”.

2. He loved them & did not wish to be a burden on them. 

· So then manifestly we can tell that the Spirit of God controls a life if it is a life of self-sacrifice dominated by humility & love! 

Folks, if we are the kind of people as Paul was then our self-sacrifice humility & love will be used to heal the sick & cause those tormented by evil to become whole in Christ! 

Vs. 13-17 Now lets look at our second story that shows what the life controlled by the Spirit will look like. This story is more about what it won’t look like in many ways. 


Here we are told these guys that went around casting demons out of those people who were possessed. Now they did so for profit, so they were economic exorcists. And as the Word about Jesus traveled & evil spirits came out of people they started using the same name like a magic formula. Luke tells us that seven of them were sons of Sceva (prepared) whose dad they claimed was the Chief priest. So when they commanded the evil spirit to come out they did so “by the Jesus whom Paul preaches”. The answer back from the evil spirit was literally, “Jesus, I know Him well, Paul, I’m familiar with, but who are you?”  So this one demon possessed man comes & whips on the seven sons, leaving them overcome, naked & wounded. 


Ok, what do we see in this section about the life controlled by the Spirit? Well it’s simple a life controlled by the power of God is due to a relationship with a person not in repeating some formula! These guys thought that they could just repeat the name of Jesus as some magic incantation. No way, if you want the power of the Spirit of God in your life it can only happen by maintaining a relationship with Him. A lot of the ultra Pentecostal stuff today is all about “formulas”. The fact is these guys did not fit the name of their father “prepared”. Folks when you try act as if you are controlled by the Spirit of God when in reality all it really amounts too is some thing you are repeating then what happened to these seven son’s of Sceva. Trying to fake the Holy Spirit will leave you:

· Overcome

· Feeling naked

· Wounded

Because of this incident people came to Jesus & the true relationship to Him was magnified. So we can see so far that the evidence of being controlled by the Spirit of God can be seen in the service of a humble heart living in love, not in repeating some formula but rather in an on going relationship with the Lord. 

Vs. 18-20 Lastley Luke reveals the final way we can see a life controlled by the Holy Spirit. Two things are mentioned here:

1. Vs. 18-19 On going changed lives: I love this Luke tells us that after this those that were Christians living with one foot in the world can on their own confessing that they were not living as they ought. I can always tell who is living a life controlled by the Holy Spirit by the way they are continually making changes in how they live their live towards God. They were hanging onto their magic books & they had a big old book burning time. Notice they did not have a garage sale. No, they took a loss of their worldly investment to the tune of a year’s wage of 150 men.

2. Vs. 20 Growing in the Word of God:  There will be a continual growth in the Word of God. The Word of the Lord grew mightily & prevailed. 

A life controlled by the Holy Spirit will be best seen through personal change & growth in the Word.     
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I.) Intro.

Apologetics is defined by Webster’s dictionary as, “Defending by words or arguments”. Two of the best books, in my opinion, written for the defense of the Gospel are Lee Strobel’s books, “The Case for Christ” & “The Case for Faith”. What we have written here in Acts by Luke is not the defense of Christianity but rather, to barrow Lee Strobel’s titles “The case for Diana” & “The Case for faith in Idol’s”. Unfortunately for the author, Demetrius the silversmith, he ends up making a better case for faith in Christ then he does for the worship of Diana. In so doing we get a great insight into the make up of the early church. 


Several experiences this week has caused to me to look at just what we here at Calvary Chapel are to be doing. 

· First I read an E-mail with Barna’s most recent numbers as far as the Church in America is concerned. His statistics showed that the average sized Church in America has 90 adults & 14 teenagers in youth group. “Wow”, I thought, “It has taken me almost 14 years to become average!” 
· Second, after over a year lay off Tom & I decided to attend the ministerial lunch. (I took a free lunch to get most of us there.) Tom made me promise I would not say anything & I was pretty good. But after he left a topic was brought up by one of the pastors & all most all agreed with him that when we do joint church services the gospel should not be preached & there must not be any opportunity given for people to come to Jesus. 
It was right then that I realized that we are anything but average! Someone sent me this E-mail & in light of the above it hit home, “God loves His Church but prefers the fruits of the Spirit over religious nuts”. Folk’s as we start yet another year of serving Jesus together I am so thankful that I’m a part of this body. May the complaint of Demetrius against the Church of Ephesus be said of us; “They have persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are not gods which are made with hands.” 

II.) Vs. 21-27 Four things the world hates about Christianity

Vs.21-22 Luke is giving us a little insight into the timing of the events that follow. “After these things were accomplished”. What things? Well, after the three months in the synagogue & the 2 ½ years’ daily teaching in the school of Tyrannus. After “all heard in Asia the Word of the Lord & it grew mightily & prevailed” After the “many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds & those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all.”


Note this dear saints the Lord does not move us on until certain things are accomplished. I was speaking to someone recently who was contemplating a change in ministry & they asked what I thought. My response was simply, “too or from”? “What?” they asked. Are you running too something or from something, that’s how you know it’s the Lord! You say, “Wait a minute now Joseph was running from something (or someone Potiphar’s wife)”. Yes but in running from someone he was at the same time running to someone, the Lord. I find it interesting here that before we are told of the riot in Ephesus Luke want’s us to know that Paul had already “Purposed in his spirit” to be moving forward, all that happened afterward just confirmed the truth that was already in his heart. 


So here is the run down:

· According to Rom. 15:25-31 & 1 Cor. 16:1-4 Paul’s plan was to travel through the church’s he had planted in Macedonia, (Phillip, Thessalonica & Beroea) & then through the Church’s in Achaia, (Athens, Corinth & Cenchrea) to strengthen them & collect funds for the famine stricken Church in Jerusalem. 

· He wanted to spend the winter in Corinth but before crossing the Aegean Sea he was going to stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, which is in May.   

· Then in Romans 15:28 Paul writes to them that after “I have performed this and have sealed to them this fruit, I shall go by way of you to Spain.” So Paul planed on collecting an offering dropping it off for the Church in Jerusalem then afterward come & visit the Church in Rome them go all the way to Spain which was the furthest reach of the Roman empire at that time. 

To fulfill his desire he sends ahead Timothy & Erastus (lovely, amiable) so that the Church’s mentioned above would have adequate time to collect a love offering while Paul stayed in Ephesus for a time.   
Vs. 23 So something is going to change these plans as Paul writes to the Corinthians “a great and effective door has opened to me (in Ephesus), and there are many adversaries. What were those “many adversaries” that he calls “wild beasts in Ephesus”? Well that is what Luke now records for us in the remainder of this chapter. “There arose a great commotion about the way.” 

Vs.24-27 Now before we look at Demetrius’ fourfold complaint against Christianity a little back ground will help:

· Demetrius was a silversmith who appears to have been the head of a guild there in Ephesus. Their chief product was associated with the temple of Diana, which Luke tells us that they made “no small profit” from the sale of little silver idols in the shape the multi-breasted god.   

· The temple: Was one of around 33 shrines around the Roman empire to this god making her by far the most popular. The temple to her in Ephesus was one of the seven ancient wonders of the world. It was located 1 ½ miles from the city & measured 400’ by 200’, it was supported by 127 marble pillars each standing 60’. By the way the temple was excavated in 1869 & the main altar found again in 1965.  

· Diana or Artemis (to the Greeks): Was the protector of the female youth & assistant in conception & child birth. She was considered a mother & guardian of girl’s coming of age. Just before marriage the young women would take a lock of their hair & their underwear (that’s one way to get out of doing laundry) & offer it at the temple along with models of the sexual organs. Her worshipped was held each spring around May & for a whole month the city gave its self over to a festival called “Artemision” which resembled today’s Mardis Gras in it’s wild partying. The image that was fashioned into this multi-breasted idol was evidently made from a meteorite, (verse 35). 

So here then is Demetrius’ fourfold complaint against Christianity:

1. Vs. 25 Prosperity, “Men, you know that we have our prosperity by this trade”: The gospel Paul preached threatened the economic livelihood of the temple idol trade. Especially important as it was nearing the time when all of Ephesus would become packed with travelers for Diana’s worship. Christianity was threatening the money being made upon enslaving people to passions & ignorance. 

2. Vs. 27 Popularity, “this trade of ours in danger of falling into disrepute”: Their popularity & the dependence people had upon them was falling away.

3. Vs. 27 Power, “also the temple of the great goddess Diana may be despised and her magnificence destroyed”: The hold that the goddess Diana had upon people was slipping through out Asia. The worship of Jesus was causing people to disregard superstitions.   

4. Vs. 27 Patriotism, “whom all Asia and the world worship”: Ephesus its self with the its popularity being rested solely upon the temple, since her harbor was no longer usable because it was filled with silt, was in danger. So too not take a stand for Diana was unpatriotic.               

Folk’s do you realize that this is the same accusations made against Christianity today?

Sure look at this:

· Prosperity :“Hey, man if I become a Christian I won’t want to party with my co-workers & bosses then I will be passed over for promotions!” 

· Popularity :“Man it’s just not cool to hang out with the Bible thumpers & Church goers” “I mean everyone knows that the party is going to be in hell!” 

· Power :“If I become a Christian no one will listen to what I want, I’ll have to follow God’s ways & not my own.”  

· Patriotism :“If I become a Christian then I won’t want to hang with my old friends or they won’t want to hang with me.”  

So what caused this? Well Luke tells us that the commotion was over “The way” & Demetrius says that the gospel Paul preached persuaded many not to worship things that were made by hands. In other words people started worshiping the creator instead of that which they created. There are two important features of Demetrius speech that give a great view of how Christianity was superior to the worship of Diana:

1. What Kind of god was Diana if her popularity could be defeated? I mean if Diana was so great that all of Asia & the world worshipped her then why is she not able to defend herself against Christianity? If her power & her image is so great why does the city have to defend her? If Islam truly is the way to God then why do people have to be terrorized into worshiping Allah? If evolution is truly how we came into being then why not have the facts presented alongside creationism in public schools? “Hey Peter Jennings, if you really want to search for the historic Jesus then why do you only seek out those who don’t believe?”  You get my point? The fact that people are so against Christianity, that they won’t investigate it proves that they are afraid that it might be true! Where is the worship of Diana today? Gone & Christianity remains! 

2. How great is Jesus that He could defeat Diana without an argument: Think of this, what was Paul & the other Christians doing that put the silver idol trade in jeopardy? What were the believers doing that caused so many to turn away from worshipping things made by human hands? Did they verbally attack the worship of Diana? Did they organize pick lines against the silver idol trade?  Or did they chain themselves to the door of her temple? No, the Mayor tells us in verse 35, that they were neither, “robbers of temples nor blasphemers of your goddess.” How powerful is the gospel of Jesus that it can defeat any & every superstition or philosophy of man by just presenting the Truth & Love of Jesus. You see man has a Christ centered key that only Jesus can unlock. 

So how can we change our world? Why one heart at a time & by simply out living them. Folk’s the main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing! The story is told of the Welsh revival of 1901 under the preaching of Robert Murray McCheyne. All the bars & pub’s went out of business & yet not one message against alcohol was ever preached by him. Once people came to Jesus they just lost all interest in booze. Perhaps you have heard this one? “Be fishers of men. You catch ‘em He’ll clean ‘em!”  We don’t have to change the message for if the message is Jesus He will change us! 

III.) Vs. 28-34 Blind & staying that way

Vs. 28-29 So how is the world going to handle its objections to Christianity? Well Luke lists the same techniques used today: 

a. Vs. 28 “Full of wrath”: That is always the response of a hard heart is it not. Think about this a minute, when Paul went into the synagogue & confronted the teachers there what did he do? Well, open a line of communication with them so that he could reason from the Word of God with them. That’s always the first ploy when a person has no answers to the truths of Christianity, get mad. “Hey, now I’m mad what do you mean Jesus is the only way to heaven!” 

b. Vs. 29a “Filled with confusion”: Now this theater seats around 25,000 people & most of it has been excavated today. Demetrius had given an emotionally charged speech getting people to think that Christianity was a threat to their “prosperity, popularity, power & even a threat to the patriotism of Ephesus.  What this produced in the crowd that was now a mob was confusion. So again you see this tactic employed when people don’t have answers to the truths of Christianity just bring about confusion. 

c. Vs. 29b-31 “Sized Gaius & Aristarchus”: These two men were Paul’s traveling buddies that he had picked up in Derbe & Thessalonica. So here is another ploy when the world has no answers to the truth of Christ, attack the person when you can’t attack the message! Now it is interesting to see that unlike the World Paul is ready for a defense of the truths of Christ but some officials, (Asiarchs) how had become his friends plead with him not to do so. Who were these fellows? These guys were elected officials who each city would elect to be oversee Roman festivals & games. Paul had some pretty important friends in this city otherwise Paul would have been attacked or killed. 

d. Vs. 32-33 “Some cried one thing other another…they were confused & did not even know why they had come together”: Now we are getting down to causing disorder & public chaos. All of this leads people away from seeking out the truth for themselves.

e. Vs. 34 “With one voice they cried out four two hours”: Here then is the last thing the world will do when it can not answer the truths of Christ unite together & out shout the truth. You have all seen kids when they don’t want to hear what their parents are saying cover their ears & start shouting at the top of their lungs anything that will keep them from listening. That’s the only thing left for people to do against living the truth, shout it’s self hoarse.   

You have to ask yourself what are they so afraid of? Well they are afraid of the truth! Now this again in a backhanded way proves the truths of Christianity are real. I mean why are folks so bothered if Jesus is not Who He claimed to be? I was thinking about that in light of the pastors concern over preaching the gospel & having an opportunity for someone to receive Jesus. What is he so worried about?  

IV.) Vs. 35–41 The worship of fallen images

Vs. 35-40 Now here we see how the Lord works through secular agents at times. This guy would kind of like our mayor today. He has three points that he make to this ruckus crowd: 

1. Vs. 35-36 “Guy’s there is no need to shout. If old Diana is as powerful as you say then she can defend herself”: Again we can just ask people why they don’t want to talk about the claims of Christ of they are so certain of the truth. I’d have to say to those who practice Islam, “If what you say is truth, why do you have to use terror to get people to adhere to it?” 

2. Vs. 37-38 “People, what are you screaming about when those that you so accuse never did anything against your belief all they did was to proclaim something different!” You see the mayor’s point is it’s a matter of words then stand & fight back with the truth of your position. Not of coarse they could not because they had no truth to their position. So I would challenge those who hold to an ideology other then the Word of God stand & defend your position!  

3. Vs. 39-40 “Folk’s it’s your behavior that is endangering the freedoms that you say Christianity threatens.” Here is the bottom line, if that truth or religion is so great then the way a person lives out what they believe ought to make me want to seek out the truth’s concerning it. The world is threatened by the message of Jesus, so it goes more & more into the realm of paganism & while doing so our society is crumbling around us & the world screams back & say’s it’s the Christian’s fault! Let me put it another way, “If the claims of all the beer commercials are true then what about all the alcoholics?” “If the truths about sex outside of marriage is true, what about all the sexually transmitted disease & ruined lives?”  

Vs. 41-20:1 So the Mayor dismiss the crowd & Paul has to leave Ephesus. And is that not what the world wants? Just get those darn Christians out of the way, but Paul may have left but a strong church remained.         

 Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

III.) Chp. 13-28 “Witnesses to the end of the earth”

Chp. 18:22-28 The royal route to Rome (3rd trip)
20:1-16

“Groggy in grace”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 1-6 Sustaining grace

III.) Vs. 7-12 Fortunate grace

IV.) Vs. 13-16 Walking in grace

I.) Intro.

Last week we saw Demetrius’ speech before the chamber of commerce in Ephesus as he delivered his four-fold case against Christianity. You will remember that he declared, “Christianity is dangerous it could cut into your prosperity, it will cause you to lose your popularity & your power, why becoming a Christian is just unpatriotic.” That is the best the world can do when finding fault against Christianity, for it can not attack it’s truths all it can do is attack the results of applying those truths compared to those that don’t! You see the danger of Christianity does not lie in applying it, rather it lies in not applying it enough. This is why Paul did not just give the gospel without going back to encourage those who had committed their lives to Christ. The challenge for us Christians is to live for Christ in the midst of a world that is directly opposed to our way of life. God has provided the Church as the means by which we can do this. 

The importance of the Church was brought home this week when three of our youth group stood up in their High School classes. The first two stood up in science class to oppose the teacher’s position in favor of homosexuality. Their stand was certainly not popular but they sought the Church to help them in their conversation with her. In the end the teacher had little to support her position & did what the world most often does when confronted by truth, find a different rabbit to chase. This one took the form of the comment; “Well you know the Bible is not all that accurate.” & “I’m going to heaven because I’m a good person.” So we sent them back with information so that this teacher might do her homework before saying something that is false. Then my son in a class that was discussing the issue of capital punishment used it as an opportunity speak on the evils of abortion. Which left the class with nothing more to say & the teacher praising the logic of his argument. All three of our youth took up courageous stands in a place devoid of light, “public school” & acted, as the Church should, salt & light. Folk’s we have nothing to fear TRUTH is on our side! So what is it that will help us take our stand for truth? Well, as we shall see in these verses the fellowship with others who are in the same battle. 

II.) Vs. 1-6 Sustaining grace

Vs. 1 In these verses 2-6 Luke covers about a years time. The first thing I notice about Paul’s situation is the words, “After the uproar had ceased.” The uproar was that riot described in chapter 19 when 30,000 people spent 2 hours shouting “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” The word uproar appears three times in the N.T. & each time it is used to describe an out of control hysterical mob. Paul had wanted to come out & speak to the 4 issues of Demetrius, but the body of Christ & friends that were in the politics of the city persuaded him other wise. But Paul did not leave the city but rather waited until the hysterical mob was dismissed then he goes back to the Church to encourage them, before he left. 


Here then is one of the great reasons to meet together for a Church service, FELLOWSHIP. The word “embrace” means to draw to ones self. The world had been shouting for two hours & there was a great need to just get together & encourage each other. The common grace we have together encourages us to continue on even after the world has been shouting at us non-stop! 

You see folks when we hang out together we find out that the world has been screaming at each of us in it’s own way. Whether that is a pro-homosexual teacher or a class of students who are in favor of killing innocent unborn babies while saving convicted murders. That’s what fellowship will do for you! It will sustain you in God’s glorious grace, after the world had shouted at you. You will be able to go back to a place, the Church, where people feel the same way about things as you do. 

Vs. 2-3 So going to Church will help sustain you when the world shouts but look here, it will also warn you when you are about to get on board with something or someone that would destroy you. 


Here’s the story as told by Luke. Paul sails across the Aegean Sea to where the Church’s of Philippi, Thessalonica & Berea were. And while there he “encouraged them with many words”. In other words Paul shared the Word of God with them. Now we are also told in the Epistles that Paul received an offering for the suffering Church in Jerusalem. Here then are two important things that Church life ought to have in order to keep you from things that will harm you:

1. The teaching of the Word of God: Paul did not offer them entertainment, or psychological platitudes but the Truth that transforms hearts. You see getting together to hear the Word of God builds us up! The Bible contains truths that when applied will keep you from hidden danger.  

2. The worship of the person of God: Fundamentally when we receive the offering it is an act of worship before our God who alone has provided all that we need to sustain us. So when they contributed to the love offering it showed what was on their heart. Simply put, as they were giving they were giving out of what God had already given them & this showed not only that they cared for others more then themselves but that they trusted in God to provide.     

So as Paul left those Church’s he then came to Corinth, & Athens & stayed there three months no doubt doing the same as he did in Macedonia. His plan was to leave from there & sail directly to Syria in order to make it back to Jerusalem in time of the Passover. Some how Luke tells us that Paul had gotten word of a plot to kill him while on board the ship & decides to go by land & then take a ship to Troas. 

So what’s my point? Well staying in fellowship kept Paul alive! The teaching of the Word of God & the worship of the person of God kept him from getting on the wrong ship! Ever stop to wonder how many times we have been spared from destruction because of the fellowship we share with each other? You see the world is going to yell at you & even try to get you into things that can harm you but fellowship with other Christians around the Word of God & the worship of the Person of God will prevent that from happening!
Vs. 4-6 So as we see Paul wanted to get to Jerusalem in a hurry but could not go the direct route & now has to travel by land from Corinth to Philippi around 300 miles. He is bringing with him this entourage (including himself & Luke 9 guys) representing the different Churches that had given an offering. Then Luke in the first person says that the guys mentioned in verse 4 sail from Phillipi (now doubt Neapolis as Philippi is in land) across the Aegean Sea back to Asia & the port city of Troas. So Luke says in verse six that after the feast of unleavened bread which Paul & Luke must of celebrated with the Church at Philippi that sailed to join them. So? 


Well what is almost hidden in this travel log of Luke are the words, “and in five days” joined them! You see when Paul had done this same trip in Acts 16:11 it took only two days. My point is this, staying in fellowship will help you a great deal when the journey you’re on faces tough sailing. 

Now have you ever noticed when it is that we most often run into delays? Well for me it's always when I'm in a hurry to be some where. To me one of the most difficult things we Christians face is that terrible word “WAIT”. I hate yellow lights, I’m alright with green ones & red ones but I don’t like yellow ones. But as much as I don’t like waiting I really don’t like waiting alone! Sure it’s discouraging to not get where you want to go but it’s far worse to be by yourself while you wait! Hanging around fellow believers in Christ makes the delays seem much shorter doesn’t it? 

So fellowship with other Christians will:

· Sustain you in God’s glorious grace, after the world had shouted at you!
· Warn you when you are about to get on board with something or someone that would destroy you!
· Encourage you when the journey you’re on faces tough sailing!
III.) Vs. 7-12 Fortunate grace

This is the earliest recorded description of a Christian worship service. So here in this section we get a great look at what the early Church service looked liked. And as I studied this section I came up with five qualities that a church service ought to have:

1. Vs. 7, 8 “Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together… the upper room where they were gathered together”: Three things come to mind here in these two verses. These are just the basic ingredients that with out these three things you can not have a Church service, Time, People & a Place!

a. First day of the week: What is interesting is that the believers gathered not on the Sabbath (Saturday) but rather Sunday. This became known as the “Lords day” as it was the day when Jesus rose from the dead & the Church was raised in power at Pentecost. Now there are still some Christian groups that want to maintain worshiping God on Saturday & I have no problem if that is their wish as Paul said, in Rom 14:5-6 “One person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his own mind.  He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it.” But still some persist in making this an issue of fellowship, saying that we are not going to heaven if we don’t worship on Saturday & keep the Sabbath. So my answer is simple, “If you are going to keep the Sabbath as God had commanded as a sign of the Mosaic Covenant that He had with Israel then do so as they did.” They could not travel more then 2/3 of a mile & they could not kindle a fire. So the moment those who want to push this issue get in their cars & drive more then 2/3 of a mile to Church they have broken the Sabbath. And Gal. 3:10 says that, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.” 

b. Disciples came together: Now again we see something interesting, the Church service was for “followers” of Jesus. The Church service was not designed around making it comfortable for those who were not believers. Now if they wanted to come I’m sure they were allowed in but the worship service was a time when the disciples came together. All too often today the Church has changed the reason why they gather together & who it is that gathers. Not so in the early Church!

c. The upper room: These folks worked on Sundays as it was a normal work day & there weren’t buildings that they meant in so this was most likely a persons house in a room large enough to hold the Church. Now it’s true the Church is not a building but for the Church to meet you have to have a place large enough from them to do so.  

2.  Vs. 7 “to break bread”: Now these words appear twice here & then in verse 11. It is generally assumed here that the breaking of bread in this verse is what we call “communion”. So the second quality the Church service ought to have is celebration about the finished work of Jesus on our behalf. That’s worshipping the Lord for Who He is & what He has done. If the Church does not gather around the person & work of Jesus then it is not a Church service!

3. Vs. 7,11 “Paul…spoke to them and continued his message until midnight…. And talked a long while, even till daybreak”: Ok now there ought to be no more jokes about me going long in teaching on Sundays! All told the best we can guess is that Paul taught two 6 hour messages. Seriously the main thing is not the length but rather every Church service ought to have regular instruction from the Word of God! It is interesting to note that this was not just in sermon form but our word dialogue comes from this word here. So Paul taught & had a Q & A time with them. This why I’m found of Home Studies as it gives a better opportunity for every body to inner act with questions. 

4. Vs. 11 “Now when he had come up, had broken bread and eaten, and talked a long while”: Though this is the same words as above in verse 7 the fact that Luke adds “and eaten” leads me to believe that what he is describing here is a “love feast” or potluck as we call them today. Simple put every Church service ought to have a regular time of just fellowshipping with each other. Just enjoying the presence of the Lord in each other’s lives. That is why we loving call ourselves Calorie Chapel.  

5. Vs. 10-12 “he fell down from the third story and was taken up dead… Paul went down, fell on him, and embracing him said, Do not trouble yourselves, for his life is in him”: Here then is the last but most important ingredient the Church service ought to have, the presence of God! Oh He may not always show up & raise the dead or awaken the sleepy, although at times, it would be a welcomed sight. Jesus said in Matt 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” How horrible it is that by the time Revelation was written we read of Jesus’ words to the Church in Laodicea, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” In a lot of Churches Jesus’ presence is not there at all & He stands at the door trying to get in.

So there you have the five ingredients of every Church service:

· Time, people & place 

· A time when gather for the worship of God
· A time of instruction from the Word of God
· Fellowship with the people of God
· Most importantly the presence of God 

Ok with that let me take a short detour & look at Eutychus’ fall. Here are the details as Luke gives them to us:

Paul started teaching around 6PM  & continued to do so until around midnight & in order to see they let many lamps on the 3rd story where they were meeting. A teenager named Eutychus (fortunate) was fighting sleep & had placed himself by an open window to get fresh air so keep him awake but the warmth of the room & the hypnotic flicker of the flames caused him to fall into deep sleep & out a window to his death. This stopped Paul’s sermon to where he went down fell on him & God brought him back to life.

Now one can not fault any of those involved in this but perhaps a sign could have been placed over the door which read, “Falling asleep in Church can be hazardous to your health!” Now what I do get out of this story is some reasons why people, “pardon the pun” fall away from church:

· Not having their feet on solid ground: In other words they get all caught up in emotionalism & not the practical walking with the Lord.

· Sitting on the edge with to good of a view of the world: In other words people fall away from Church because they are living on the windowsill of the world even though they are inside of the Church. 

· The warmth & light of the Church becomes more important then being a light in a dark world: Or to say it another way they stop reaching out to a world that needs to come & experience the presence of the Lord. 

But if that’s the case what can we do for those who have fallen from the Church? Well go down & get them with the love & care that only Jesus can provide!    

IV.) Vs. 13-16 Walking in grace

Vs. 13-16 Here is the last of Luke’s travel log concerning Paul’s travels. Practically speaking Paul’s decision to not get on the boat with the rest of his tam made since as it would take them a whole day to sail to Assos from Troas, while Paul could walk it in under ten hours. But I think there is an important reason other then this. I think Paul wanted time by himself with the Lord & that ten hours would provide just that. Folk’s as great as it is to hang with the Church there is even an more important thing we need to do & that is spend time alone with the Lord. We need to spend time just walking & talking with Him.


So as we take part in communion now lets do just that! 
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I.) Intro.

Last week we saw, as Luke records Paul’s travels, several key things concerning the reason why it is important to attend Church as well as what specifically makes up a church service.

Based upon the passage I came up with three good reasons why it’s important to consistently go to Church. 

It will:

· Vs. 1 SUSTAIN you in God’s glorious grace, after the world had shouted at you!
· Vs. 3 WARN you when you are about to get on board with something or someone that would destroy you!
· Vs. 6 ENCOURAGE you when the journey you’re on faces tough sailing!
Then we saw FIVE ingredients that make up a Church service which will sustain, warn & encourage you:

· Vs. 7a Time, people & place 

· Vs. 7b A time when we gather for the worship of God
· Vs. 7c,11b A time of instruction from the Word of God
· Vs. 11a A time of fellowship with the people of God
· Vs. 9-10 Most importantly the presence of God 

Now having just studied this Tom & myself attended the Youth Workers Conference in Murrieta this past week. We both came back “sustained, warned & encouraged”; the only thing that we were bummed at was that more of you didn’t go. Every year I get to attend the senior Pastors Conference & I get blessed by the speakers & again I come back wishing more of you could partake. Well this morning you all have been invited to one of the greatest Pastors conferences ever, “The Ephesian Pastors conference”. It’s cool as you all get to go behind the scenes & hear what only pastors normally get to hear! Last week we saw the emphasis on the Church & now here we see Paul has some things to say to the Pastors about how to lead the Church! So pay close attention to these verses so you can see if I’m following the instructions given here.  

II.) Vs. 17-21 Knowing how to serve

Vs. 17 Now you will recall that after staying in Troas seven days all accept for Paul, sailed to Assos, where Paul walked to it. From their they all sailed together stopping on all these little islands in the Aegean Sea until they landed Trogyllium (Tro-jill-e-um). This is a little port town in Asia one mile across the sea from the island of Samos, (today they have called their harbor “St. Paul’s Port” in honor of his landing there.) From there they walked inland to Miletus. As the crow flies it is only 30 miles from Ephesus but the windy road would have taken them several days to get there by foot. To set up what we are going to look at this morning allow me to give some general observations:

1. This is the only speech recorded by Paul given entirely to a Christian audience. 

2. This is the only speech in Acts given strictly to Pastors. Now notice that Luke calls them by three different names in this passage:

a. Vs. 17 Elders: This is where we get our word Presbyterian. It is borrowed from the Jewish synagogue & describes the MAN in his maturity with the Lord.  

b. Vs. 28a Overseers: This is where we get out word Episcopal & it means bishop. This word describes the man’s MINISTRY, which is to oversee the Church.  

c. Vs. 28b Shepherds: Here is where we get our word pastor from as it means to feed or tend the flock. So here we see in this word the METHOD by which the man exercises his ministry.  

 Vs. 18-21 Now here in this section I have come up with six aspects of what makes up the heart of a pastor. You see Paul is going to describe this in the PAST tense using the words “you know”. In other words these qualities of the heart were things that the pastors would have observed in him while he served among them for three years. 

THE RIGHT HEART

a. Vs. 17-18 Called: Now notice here that Paul & his guys land in Miletus & then sent for the Pastors in Ephesus & they came to him. So? Well put it together, “he sent, & they came to him.” They were called & showed this by coming. It reminds me of when Jesus called Peter & his brother Andrew fishing on the Sea of Galilee. He called to them by saying “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” And they showed that they were called by “immediately leaving their nets and following Him.” My point is this; the heart of a pastor is always available when the Lord calls. These guys had family obligations they had work responsibilities but they set aside time to go to meet with Paul. Here then is the bottom line when it comes to pastoring “You make time for things that are important!” If your called you go, man it’s that simple! 

b. Vs. 19a Perspective: Look at this, who did Paul serve? He did not serve the People; no he served the Lord. Paul viewed ministry not as serving people first but rather serving the Lord. I can only serve you to the degree that I first serve the Lord. Other wise I will be a man pleaser rather then a God pleaser. Man this speaks to me about having the right motive in my service.  

c. Vs. 19b Humility: Next Paul says that they were able to see that when he was among them that he served in humility. Now no doubt part of Paul’s mind set here was thinking about how he worked while he was there & in verse 33-34 he says that he “coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel & provided for his own necessities”. But I think it goes deeper then just that to describe a heart that truly esteems others higher then yourself. You see true humility is not what the world thinks of it as “think poorly of ones self”. No rather it is not think of ones self at all. How’s that possible? Well only when you see your self in the grace of God & not our merit.

d. Vs.19c Compassion: Paul says that his service among them was with “many tears.” What brought about such tears in his heart? Well I think we can see two areas in which Paul was left broken hearted in the pastorate: 

1. The lost: In Rom. 9:3 Paul speaking of the lost Jews said that he “wish him self accursed from Christ for my brethren.” In other words Paul said if he could give up his salvation so that the lost could have it he would.

2. The Church: In 1 Cor. 11:28-19 Paul is describing what he has gone through on the ministry & then says, “what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation?”  

Paul says that ministry brought about a brokeness because of his heart’s deep care for those that were perishing as well as those who were of the body of Christ. 

e. Vs. 19e Faithfulness: Paul uses the word “trials” here & then in verse 24 says that those trials which happen did not, “move me.” In other words Paul considered trials part of ministry & faithfulness to that which God called him to characterized his ministry. Tuff going did not cause Paul to step aside from serving the Lord. The heart of the pastor must be faithful & not moved. 

f. Vs. 20-21 Teacher: At the very core of Paul’s heart was to teach the Church. Paul’s ministry was making sure that he held nothing back from them that would have been helpful for their growth. In verse 27 as we shall he says that he, “had not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.” Not only that but we read that he did so both “publicly” as well as “house to house” (privately). Further more he says that he was no respecter of persons as he taught both Jew & gentile, in other words Paul taught those familiar with the Word of God & those not familiar with the Word. This past week Tom told me of a conversation he had with an elder, board member of another local Church. Tom shared at what had attracted him to the ministry of Calvary Chapel was the verse by verse expository teaching of the Bible. To this the guy shared that they don’t teach the Bible at all in their Church as those who attend are just not ready for it! My question is, “Just what are they ready for?” So what was Paul’s teaching? Well we are told: 

1. Repentance towards God: “Repentance” is a change of mind that results in a change in behavior towards God. Paul did not preach against sin, he preached that they needed to have a change of heart towards God. You see you can preach against sin all you want but until a person has a change of heart towards God they won’t let go of their sin. So Paul taught about God’s character & when they started seeing Him as He really is they turned to Him & in so doing turned away from their sin. Have you ever watched a mom try to get their toddler to let go of the glass vase that the child has picked up? Well if they just snatch it away the child has a conniption. But if she takes some toy that the Child has not noticed & starts waving it in front of their face pretty soon they drop the vase & start playing with the toy! You see that is what Paul said in Rom. 2:4 “that it’s His goodness that leads men to repentance.” 

2. Faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ: Here then is the other part of this, trust in the Lord Jesus. Did you see this? Paul does not say that they don't have faith or trust but rather that they needed to redirect that trust “toward our Lord Jesus Christ”. Folks, the world needs to see God differently & then they need to redirect their dependence from themselves to God. So that is what was at the heart of Paul’s teaching.   

III.) Vs. 22-27 Finishing the race with joy

Vs. 22-24 In the section above Paul’s perspective was the past as he used the words “you know” now he changes that to “I know” & the future which the Holy Spirit was showing him was going to happen. Here then we learn the secrets of pastoral consistency. 


I love it Paul spoke of what ought to be in the heart of a Pastor now he deals with longevity. You see we pastors are in a race but it’s not a sprint but rather a marathon. Even in this town on the scale of who’s been here the longest at 13 ½ years I’m third on the list. Why the turn over? How come so many move on? Well Paul is going share that it’s having the wrong goal. You see all too often for us pastors the goal is the Church & it’s out come & not Jesus. Look at this:

a. Vs. 22-23 Paul says that his future is uncertain at best & most likely involve chains & trials. What is it that we all hate? Well it’s an uncertain outcome full of disappointments. Hey, if all my joy is found in doing ministry then I’m going to be prone to being bummed. 

b. Vs. 24 So what was it that drove Paul? Well here he tells you, “Finishing the race with joy!” And what things enabled him to do that? He lists two here:

1. “Nor do I count my life dear to myself”: First Paul said that what kept him going was that his life was not his own. Or to put it another way, “It’s not about me!” We are in an ever-increasing society that places all of its joy on self! Have you ever stopped to look at magazine names over the last 50 years? In the 50’s the top selling magazine was called “Life”. Then in the 60’s & into the early 70’s it was “People”. Then in the 80’s & into the 90’s it was “Us”. Now the top selling magazines might as well be called “Self ”. That’s a sure-fire way of getting wiped out looking out for number one!   

2. “The ministry I received from the Lord”: Wow, Paul declares that the ministry that he had received was from the Lord & not man. Have you ever stopped to realize that? The Lord has given you the ministry that you are now doing. The story is told of one of “Alexander the Greats”  foot soldiers who’s responsibility it was to carry the spoil that they had taken in battle. He would load up the mules to carry it to the next destination. One day one of the mules came up lame & Alexander was at the back of all the foot soldiers & noticed that the movement of his troops had come to a stand still. Eager to find out what had happened  he rode up to where the soldier was. There was the man who’s responsibility it was to carry the spoil carrying everything that was loaded on the mule on his own back as well as leading the other mules. Not knowing it was Alexander the Great who asked why he did not just throw some of the spoil away & keep going the man replied, “It is my master who has given me this charge & I shall carry it as long as I am able or die trying!” To this Alexander replied, “The treasure you are carrying is now yours, come ride with me.” Ministry is very hard at times but only unbearable when it is our treasure we are attempting carry! 

Vs. 25-27 Finally Paul says it for this reason that he had not stopped carrying that load. Paul wanted to make sure that he had left nothing out that was helpful for them. 


Notice that Paul did not just use the Word of God as a springboard to speak of some topic. No he taught the whole council of God not just certain topics. Folk’s this is the reason we go through the Bible verse upon verse chapter upon chapter book upon book. So that I can declare to you that I’m innocent of your blood. I want to make sure that you get every drop you can out of the Word of God that’s my responsibility, what you do with it is yours! 


Now next week we will look at the second secession of the Ephesian Pastor’s conference, so we will see you then!      

