Ecclesiastes

“Life Only Under the Son”

VII.) Chp. 12:9-14 Now That’s wisdom!

Eccl. 12:9-14

“The lesson of life”

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 9-12 Open your books 

III.) Vs. 13-14 Final exam 
I.) Intro.
Among the fragments found in Quamran were three that contained parts of Solomon’s Ecclesiastes. Based upon the texts found scholar’s believe that they were copies from a Hebrew original dating around 200 year before the Birth of Jesus. What this means is that the Jews already considered this book as being inspired by God. So, you say? Well I’m amazed that this book was so widely accepted as being from God yet, based upon the nation’s rejection of the word of God applied so little. The other day a lady came up to me telling me that she raises dogs for hearing impaired people, she quipped that this would be a great asset for a hearing impaired person that might attend our fellowship in order that they may hear the word of God being taught. I replied that it would do no good as our problem centers not on hearing the word of God but rather applying it. James put it this way, “Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” Perhaps someone could start raising dogs that could help us apply the word & not just hear it? 


In light of what I’ve just said the final six verses are all the more remarkable. Solomon concludes this book of lessons learned through his life by telling us two things:

· The method in which he taught: He reveals four keys to how he taught this coarse.
· The motivation for the class: He gives us three things necessary to pass the final exam.        

An actor once said, “All the world is a stage!” I’m not so sure I buy that but certainly we could say, “All of life is a classroom!” The great question is will we pass the final exam? The great truth is that the Instructor has done everything possible to pass & not fail.  

II.) Vs. 9-12 Open your books

Vs. 1 The word “moreover” supplies the context to which Solomon will explain his teaching method. It points us back to his words of verse 8 (NLT) “All is meaningless,” says the Teacher, “utterly meaningless.” Literally the word means to be “redundant” or “over & above” do you get that? Several of you have commented to me that you are looking forward to getting through Ecclesiastes because he just repeats himself over & over, now you find out at the end of the book he did so on purpose, it was part of his teaching style. Not for the sake of just absent minded ramblings, but rather because life apart from what he had to say has no meaning. Solomon lived out the mistake in his own personal life of not applying the truth so he wants to make sure that we won’t make the same mistake that he did. 

In 2 Peter 1:10-15 Peter wrote something very similar. “Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and are established in the present truth. Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you, knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me. Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of these things after my decease.” Three times in five verses Peter told them that he was reminding them of truth that they were already established in. Why, you ask? Because he says, “For if you do these things you will never stumble”. 

Solomon’s teaching, redundant? Absolutely because he says, “the preacher was wise.” The word preacher you will recall is the word that means, “gather” & Solomon says that he was wise in as much as he still taught the people. The phrase is very suggestive & it reveals two things:

a. The word “wise” means wise hearted in other words a person who doesn’t just have head knowledge but rather heart knowledge. Solomon had revealed this in his own life. As a young man his understanding a lead him to be considered the wisest man on the earth. Yet at the same time his personal life was a mess. Thus Solomon’s life was a living analogy of the difference between head knowledge & heart knowledge.  

b. The word “still” is the word “again” in the Hebrew & suggests that after Solomon’s failure he went back to the truth of the Word of God & taught the people to apply it. The problem was not that Solomon didn’t teach truth in his younger days it was that he didn’t teach people the importance of applying truth. So he went back only this time he gathered not just the accumulation of facts but the application of truth! 

Now we are going to look at four ways in which Solomon taught the people:

1. Vs. 9 Application “Knowledge”: Obviously what Solomon taught them was the Word of God, but he did not just teach them the Word he taught them to apply the Word. How do we know that in dealing with the Word of God Solomon stressed application? Well look at the words, “he pondered and sought out”. The word “pondered” means “to broaden out the ear with the hand” & the words “sought out” mean to “penetrate”. Wow, what a word picture Solomon gives us here. The first way in which Solomon taught the people the Word of God was to “broaden out their ears so the Word would penetrate past just hearing it to applying it”. Solomon taught in such a manor as to make sure people were not just spectators of the Word participants. His goal was not some sort of professor expositing information his goal was to instruct to change lives! I have no doubt that his own personal failures added in his decision to teach in such a way as to encourage application. 

2. Vs. 9 Arranged “Set in order many proverbs”: The words “set in order” come from a root word in the Hebrew that means to “balance”. So Solomon tells us that he arranged the Word of God (proverbs) in a certain way as to aid in their application. There are over 3,000 distinct proverbs that Solomon “arranged” or balanced in scripture. What is interesting to me to take an overview of those. If you do so you will find out that he did so by use of “word pictures” or parables to explain the truth he wished for us to apply. Simply put Solomon taught expository manor which means that he explained the scriptures. Now the difficulty that we have had during this book is that his use of explanations do not always fit our culture, so we have had to look at what they meant to his listeners & then put them into modern culture. So Solomon taught the Word of God, arranged it in such away as those that listened would not get mere information but rather they would seek transformation! 

3. Vs. 10 Acceptable “Acceptable words”: Solomon gives us the third way in which he taught by giving us a balance between two things:

a. The word “acceptable” is a word that means “pleasant or gracious”. Solomon say’s here that he sought to find words of grace. Words that led people towards the Lord based upon God’s grace not man’s works. 

b. They also were “upright words of truth”. Although they were of grace they were also words of truth not mere opinions or human psychology. 

We are reminded at once of the description of Jesus in John 1:17 saying that “grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” I just love the way the NLT interprets this verse saying the Solomon taught the “plain truth in an interesting way”. Whenever we read of Jesus teaching in the gospels we always see Him teach the balance of grace & truth or if you will the “plain truth in an interesting way”. Have you ever wondered why the balance of “grace & truth”? Perhaps the key is to be found in how the Church is described as “sheep”. Sheep are very weird animals! I mean they are completely defenseless, why they can’t even hide. They hang out in herds but the funny thing is you can’t herd sheep like you can other animals. When it comes to cattle you can “drive” them where you want them to go. Shout at them, crack the whip over their heads & guide them right where you want. But if you do that with sheep they will just drop dead. I heard tell of a young man who was angry at a sheep they had because he was always escaping & going into places he wasn’t suppose to. So the father told the boy to put him back in the pin & as he did the sheep pined him against some barbwire. He vowed to get back at the dumb sheep so he waited later in the day & snuck-up behind the sheep & through a firecracker down by its feet. Now that would of drove a cow but the sheep just fell down dead! You just can’t drive sheep, no you have to lead them. Jesus describes Israel as “sheep without a shepherd.” The weird thing is that the Jews had priests but all they did was to try to drive them by the law. Ezek. 34:2-3 says “Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? "You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the flock.” Oh they needed exactly what we need the balance of the grace & truth of Jesus!       

4. Vs. 11 Authoritative “Given by one Shepherd”: Say what you will about teaching the word but there is one thing it must always be, authoritative or if you will God’s word. Yes, I believe that I ought to teach in an “Interesting” way & I think there is even room to teach in a way that is “Entertaining” as to grab your attention. But above everything else what I teach must be in an “Inspiring” way! Solomon had already spoke to us concerning preparation, he now speaks to us concerning inspiration. Now to look at this passage is to understand Who it is that makes it inspiring, “One Shepherd”. Solomon tells two way in which you will know that the word of God is from “One Shepherd” it ought to “Spur our will & stick in our memory!”: 

a. “The words of the wise are like goads”: Now “goads” were used on cattle & oxen to keep them from kicking. They were sharpened pieces of wood that were aimed at the flank of the ox that was prone to kick when it was being led in a direction that it didn’t want to go. So you will know the Word of God is inspired as it will always drive you in the right direction. Simply put the Word of God ought “spur your will”!    

b. “The words of scholars are like well-driven nails”: The second way you will know that the Word of God is from “One Shepherd” is that it will be like well-driven nails. Nails are what fasten things together, in other words we will know that the Word of God is inspired & authoritative when we apply it because it will keep us from coming apart! I’ve been watching them put our house together & it’s amazing to me see that the whole thing is fastened together with nails, bolts & screws without which it would all fall apart. Simply put the Word of God ought to “stick in your memory”.  

Vs. 12 I like the way NLT interprets this verse, “My child, be warned: There is no end of opinions ready to be expressed. Studying them can go on forever and become very exhausting!” Solomon is not against study as he applied himself to do just that but what he is warning against is the practice of using man’s wisdom to interpret God’s truth. Far to many people use personal experience to interpret the truth of God’s Word instead of God’s Word to interpret their experience. The big debate this last week was “What kind of car would Jesus drive?” I mean how stupid is this? The Bible has the answer we know that it was a Honda  as we are told that they were all in one Accord. On Friday I had a fellow call me with a question that must have been the topic at Thanksgiving diner. His question was dealing with the Biblical account of Adam & Eve in light of the Ice age. “You claim that Adam & Eve were the first people right?” “But how does that square with the Ice age?” So I said, “First I don’t claim that I wasn’t around but I do agree with the eye witness account in the Bible!” “Second, the physical evidence is not on the side of Darwin it is on the side of the Bible.” A lot of folks are trying to interpret the Bible in light of man’s wisdom forget it, we are better off interpreting mans wisdom in light of God’s Word. 

III.) Vs. 13-14 Final exam

Alright no that we see how the instruction of the class was geared we come to the final exam, or as Solomon says, “the conclusion of the whole matter”. Solomon concludes this book with the final exam that has three answers we need to pass to graduate into heaven:

a. Fear God: Now this word “fear” in relationship to the word “God” has caused no amount of problems over the years. We get the mental picture of fright & being afraid, when that is not what is meant by the word at all. The word means to reverence which Webster’s dictionary defines as “profound adoring awed respect”. Ray Stedman uses an acronym to explain its meaning: 

“F” = Faith, as any “adoring awed respect” has to come from a place where you believe that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

“E” = Experience of His grace. We won’t adore Him unless we have personally experienced His mercy & grace at the cross.

“A” = Awe at His majesty. This deals with just the wonder of the character & nature of God who reveals Himself through His creation as well as His Word.

“R” = Resolve to follow Him. Without the “R” all you have is “fea”. All the above cause us to desire to allow God to change us.  

b. “Keep His commandments”: Simply put there is not true love without loyalty! Folks, the measure of a person’s life is not its duration but rather its dedication! That’s where we will see if a person lives what they believed. 

Now what is interesting here is that Solomon sums up what Jesus said in Matthew. “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. "And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” In the Hebrew the word “duty” is not in the Hebrew literally this reads “For this is whole of man”. The idea is after the love of God & the love for our fellow man there is nothing else to us! There is a “wholeness” that applying the Word of God will bring to us that nothing us will. 

c. Turn in you paper: “For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.” The final part of the test is how you are living it will count, we are all going to have to turn in our papers in which He will be the Judge. Our fellow classmates may think that we are real smart but the Lord will way every secret thing. 

The aim of God & His Word towards our life is not reformation it is transformation, so now is the time where we are all still students taking in the lessons & applying His Word.    

