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I. Intro.

In the 16th chapter we saw Sarai & Abram trying to obtain the promises of God through the energy of the flesh & the tragic consequences it had on those under their ministry. Yet with that said we saw the glorious God who intervenes by His grace & runs ahead of those who would flee back to the world. The keys to understanding the 17th chapter falls upon three words repeat numerous times:

· Covenant = 13 times

· Circumcised = 11 times

· I “will, have etc” = 15 times

So what we see is this agreement was based upon God’s promises & the evidence that they were to be the recipients of God’s grace was the cutting away of the flesh.  

II. Vs. 1-14 Outward sign of an inward reality

Vs. 1 This chapter starts with a statement that tells us Abram’s age (99) before it speaks to us concerning the events that are about to take place. Why? Well Abram want’s us to realize that 13 years have come & gone since the end of chapter 16 (16:16 Abram’s age is 86). Remember the mistake of chapter 16 was trying to obtain the promises of God in the energy of the flesh. So for 13 years no special revelation of God came to Abram, Sarai or Hagar. So? Christian, much of our life will be spent waiting on God to accomplish what He said He would. Here’s my point, very little of our experience before God is a “new encounter” most of it is rather learning to appreciate Who He is moment by moment which in time causes us to come into a greater understanding of His nature. 

You see the words “I am Almighty God” come after the words that 13 years have gone by. Thirteen years needed to go by in their lives for them to realize the significance of this “new revelation” of God’s character. Simply put the “The flowerbed has to be prepared, fertilized, watered & seeds planted before we will enjoy the blossoms!” There are several possibilities as far as the interpretation of this glorious name of God:

a. Shaddai comes from a root word that means to display power, so the idea is that of the God who displays His power & ability.

b. Jewish tradition saw it, as El the (God) Sa (Who), Dai is (sufficient). Thus the idea is the Eternal God is irresistible & unchangeable. 

c. The Septuagint (Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures) gives us perhaps what is the best translation, “The One who has His hand on everything!”   

With this new revelation of the character of comes a further understanding of our responsibility in light of it. You see a persons conduct is where we will be able to see how a person sees God! Now what I appreciate about God’s call to commitment is that they are all ready things provided Abram in his relationship with the Lord.

a. “Walk”: Abram was to live & move with an awareness of always being in the presence of God. How glorious is this that Abram’s & our relationship with the Lord is described in terms that relates to us a continual moment by moment journey instead of a momentary emotional experience! It’s a walk with Him & not a sighting of Him! “I walked with God today just as I have every day for 22 years!” & not “I caught a glimpse of God today, hadn’t seen Him for years!”   

b. “Before Me”: Not behind as if trying to hide something but up front in full view. This suggests to us that God desired Abram to be genuine, real & not phony. A relationship where we are free to let our hair down & let Him know where we really are at. A God who not only knows all of our secrets but desires for us to be able to comes to Him with all of our secrets.  

c. “And be blameless”: The word “blameless” comes from a root word that means “entirely”, thus in means whole or completely. Here in context God is saying, “I’ve given you all of Myself so naturally I want all of you.” He is not asking for moral perfection that would be asking Abram to give what, though he may wish to give, is completely unable to do so. Instead the idea is that God asks Abram to “completely” give all of himself to the Him so that Abram would be able to receive all of Him.   

The Lord through the prophet Micah put it this way (6:8) “He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?”  

Vs. 2 In the 15th chapter God established His covenant with Abram it has now come time for Him to cause those things that were promised to come in to fruition. God had spoke to Abram in terms that of ultimate outcomes as thought they had already taken place. Why? Well because in eternity they had already taken place. The problem is that we, like Abram, often expect those precious promises to be immediately materialized. Though they are to be immediately experienced & enjoyed by faith we may not fully grasp what we already posses until we behold His glory! This is why we observe the many times that God reminds Abram of His promises, as He wants Abram & Sarai to be reassured that He has not forgotten His promises even though 25 years had lapsed. Five times in Abram’s life God described His abilities to fulfill His promises as “exceedingly”, the word is actually repeated twice in the Hebrew. We sing, “He is able, more then able” which suggests what the Lord is saying here to Abram. 

Vs. 3 Notice Abram’s response to God’s promises, “fell on his face”. This was the humblest form of reverence & worship as Abram responds by demonstrating how unworthy he felt to receive such blessings. To look at this we see a pattern in the walk with God:

“He saves us, we thank Him, He blesses us, we thank Him more by bowing before Him, He blesses us exceedingly, we fall on our faces.”  The out come of this is that He will change our nature seen in the change of name & we will continue to worship Him further. 

Vs. 4-8 Here we see God restating His promises:

a. Vs. 4 The promised “seed” of 15:4 is now explained to include many nations. In chapter 12:2 Abram was told that from him would come a “great nation” now it is many nations. All this was again told to a man who at 99 years of age had only one child & that child was not the one promised.

b. Vs. 5 He is given a new name which in the Hebrew adds only one letter. What is interesting to note though is that breathing forms this one letter, which is equivalent to our letter “H” sound. In fact it is this letter in which the word “Spirit” is translated meaning breath. In other words God changed Abram’s name to Abraham from “father of many” to “father of a multitude” by adding the “H” that is Him! 

c. Vs. 6 He is not only the father of many nations but also a father of many Kings. In other words these nations will accomplish the will of God. 

d. Vs. 7 God promises Abraham that through his seed will come an everlasting covenant that will never be broken thus establishing fellowship between God & man forever. Though Abraham may not of been able to grasp the “how” of it God none the less assures Abraham of the “purposes” of it “I will be their God.”   

e. Vs. 8 Finally God promises two things that will never end:

1. “All the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession”: The land will always be theirs as long as they have Him as their God.

2. “And I will be their God”: He promises that He will never stop being their God. In other words the break of fellowship which would mean the loss of the land would be their doing not His.

Folk’s the Giver is always greater than the gift He gives. The reality is when the gift becomes greater that the One Who gave it to us we shall not enjoy either. But when God is greater that His gifts than we shall have all of Him & all of what He has for us.   

Vs. 9-10 Here we are told what God will require from Abraham which is what He had already told him in verse 1. You will recall back in 15:8 that Abram had asked, “How shall I know that I will inherit it?” The literal Hebrew translation of this verse is “This is My covenant sign which you shall keep”, thus circumcision which was already known at this was going to carry a four fold spiritual significance. 

1. Separation unto God Vs. 10-11 “Every male child among you shall be …circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins”. It would serve as a reminder to Abram & his descendents for the need to “cut away the flesh”, thus it would forever serve as a reminder to not trust in the energy of the flesh. In light of the last chapter they could not of been any more appropriate appendage to cut away then the organ used for procreation. They had tried to obtain the promises of God in the energy of the flesh thus the flesh needed to be cut away. So Paul wrote to the Romans in 2:28-29 “He is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit.”  

2. Belonged to God Vs. 11 “It shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you.” Circumcision is only a badge & not the covenant it’s self. Simply put Abraham & his descendents after him were to do this because they already had a covenant with God & not in order to get one. Some people miss interpret “good works” in the life of the believer today as did the Jews in Jesus’ time. We don’t perform “good works” in order to be saved instead you do good works because you are saved. You see the thing that put them under the covenant was not circumcision instead circumcision was just an outward sign that they were under it. In other words circumcision revealed their designation, belonging to God!
3. Purity for God Vs. 10, 12 “Every male child… who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised”. This is the first time that we see children as being part of God’s covenant of grace. Thus parents are given the responsibility to train up their children in the way they should go. This was to be done the 8th day. Medical science has shown something very interesting about this in as much that it takes eight days for a baby’s immune system to be at its optimum level. You see a newborn’s blood clotting agent or vitamin K production (prothrombin) is not at its normal levels until the 8th day of life. At any rate the parents were given the responsibility to raise their children in purity & holiness staring at birth. 

4. Possession by God: Vs. 13-14 Circumcision was to include all those joined to Abraham whether they were born into his house or purchased out side & brought into his house. The sign was all-inclusive, all who like Abraham believed by faith could become a part of God’s family. In other words the sign like the covenant is of grace not national or ethnic all are one in Christ. The sign was a way to show that they were in fellowship with God & separate from the world. Thus those who did not want to die to their flesh & live for God were too not to be apart of fellowship. 

It has been noted by Dr. Mc Millen in his book called “None of these Diseases” studies done by various universities that the rate for cervical cancer among Jewish women is far lower then the rate of women where their husbands are not circumcised, so there were medical implications to this procedure as well.  

III. Vs. 15-27 True holy laughter

Vs. 15 Here we see Sarai taken into the covenant as well as we see her specifically mentioned as being the mother of the child of promise. My mind goes back 13 years & all that she did in the energy of the flesh to inherit what was hers already by faith. Oh dear saints why do we find it so difficult to simply trust the One who spoke & the worlds leaped into existence? Amazing how much clearer the promises of God becomes when we look only to Him to fulfill them!

Vs. 16 There is a mystery in this verse that is uncovered only when the read the NT. We are told that God said to Abraham, “I will bless her and also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be from her.” Here then is the mystery Sarah had only one child & from Isaac came only one nation, Israel. Yet clearly God prophetically proclaims that Sarah was to “be a mother of nations”, how is that possible? 

a. Matt. 1:1 We read, “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham:” Abram looked to his son Isaac to be the fulfillment of the promise of God, that from him there would come a nation which would be the instrument of blessing to all nations (12:3). Yet the truth is Isaac was not this child, he was week through the flesh, the nation that sprang from him never has fulfilled becoming a blessing to all other nations. In Isa. 49:6 the Lord speaks & says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.” Now the nation thought that this was to be fulfilled when they would put all the nations under their feet, yet Isaiah wrote of this light being singular & not the nation. The Psalmist declared something glorious in 8:4-6 “What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him? For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honor. You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet.” In Heb. 2:9 the person the psalmist spoke about is revealed as we are told, “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.”  

b. In Eph. 1:20-22 we read, “He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church”. Then in Gal. 4:30-31 we are told that “the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman. So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free.” 

Thus the mystery of this verse is understood only in light of the incarnation of the only Son of God the divine son of Abraham & Sarah. You now what that means? It means that you & I are mentioned right here in the Bible, cool! I mean you could put a little note that says, “That’s speaking about me!” How do I know this is true? Well hear what Paul said in Gal. 3:7-9 “Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, "In you all the nations shall be blessed. So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.” 

Vs. 17 Is this not glorious? Abraham’s response is to laugh, oh not of unbelief, but rather of astonishment & joy. What God had just told him was so incredible all he could do was respond with joyous laughter. Hey, folks this is true “Holy Laughter” to be so overwhelmed at God’s goodness towards us that we worship Him with such joy. Now while Abraham is still on his face before the Lord he begins to ponder the truth that God has just revealed & he tries to comprehend with his mind what his heart had already rejoiced in. Now as natural as this is we will never be able in this body to comprehend the “HOW’S” of God’s grace!

Vs. 18 As Abraham is still on his face before the Lord he asks that Ishmael might also live in God’s favor. Now this is not a plea for a substitute for what God has lust spoken but rather a plea of a father that loves his son. Abraham recognized that God’s promise bypassed Ishmael & desires that God would direct him into a life of communion as well. 

Vs. 19 The response rendered “NO” here is actually “most assuredly” by which the Lord goes on to confirm the fact that they will give birth to the child of promise, as verse 20 confirms. There are four things mentioned in this verse that confirms Isaac as the child to whom the godly line will come:

a. “Sarah your wife shall bear you a son”: The child would be of faith & not the energy of the flesh. 

b. “You shall call his name Isaac”: His name will be “he laughs or laughter” which is what is always produced in the hearts of those who enter into by faith the covenant of grace. It’s what is behind the words of Jesus in Matt. 5:2-12 the be attitudes. The word “blessed” is “oh how happy”, laughter! You see no matter what the situation we are full of joy. 

c. “I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant”: The fact that the covenant with him was to be everlasting meant that as to Abraham & Sarah that their son would be the heir of the promise. 

d. “With his descendants after him”: Finally the use of these words “descendents” is connected to God’s promises to Abraham over 10 times starting in chapter 12. So Abram was assured that the blessing of this child was the same blessing spoken to him 25 years earlier.

Vs. 20 Again we note that God heard a fathers heart for a son who would not inherit the promises intended by faith. God’s fourfold blessing upon Ishmael won’t be because he deserves it or earns it. No it bestowed based upon grace & only by receiving it this way will it be enjoyed.

1. God affirms that He will make him fruitful.

2. The results of his fruitfulness will that his descendents will become exceedingly numerous.

3. God also predicts what we will see fulfilled in 25:12-16 that there will be 12 princes from him.

4. Finally together they will become a great nation.

Vs. 21-22 Even though the above blessings upon Ishmael are true they will have no effect upon the truth that Isaac is the child of promise who will be born in a year.  Wow, Ishmael was the offspring of their attempt to inherit the promises of God by the work of the flesh but Isaac was to be received & brought forth in trusting Gods grace. Abram has no words as the conversation has ended just a smile upon his face as God has once again overwhelmed him. 

Vs. 23-27 Here we see Abraham’s response to God’s word, obedience. Think of this Abraham was 99 years old when he was circumcised, spiritually he was 29, he was ready to allow God to rule over his life as he knew that nothing produced in the energy of the flesh could ever replace that which is given by grace. Ishmael was 13 as he too under went circumcision which speaks to us that even though he was not the child of promise he was not excluded from being a part of the covenant of grace by faith. Is that not great? Even though Ishmael was not the one in whom the promise was to be carried out he could none the less share in the blessings from the one in whom God would use.


 So we learn three things about faith’s response to grace:

a. Vs. 23, 27 Abraham’s obedience was complete, as it included not only he & his son Ishmael but also all in his house.

b. Vs. 23, 26 Abraham’s obedience was prompt as he acted immediately upon the word of the Lord. Remember that the commandment was a painful one in that it meant cutting of the flesh in a very tender area yet there was no hesitation. 

c. Vs. 26, 27 Abraham’s faithful obedience was daring as it left all of the men in his house incapacitated. In other words his obedience risked what others would not have done. 

Paul wrote to the Romans in 8:12-13 “Therefore, brethren, we are debtors; not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”  He also wrote to the Galatians saying, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  
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I. Intro.

The 18th chapter of Genesis is divided between two seemingly disconnected events that both happen on the same day. At first glance the only similarity is that they are both connected to the same heavenly visitation. Yet upon further study I found that verses 1-15, ”which deal with the heavenly visitation as connected with Sarah” & verses 16-33, “which deals with Abraham’s intercession for Sodom” are connected much more closely then sharing a heavenly visitation. What they reveal to us is the key to prayer! What? Yes, you see prayer is first & foremost not about changing the circumstances we are facing. No, its primary aim is to change us who are praying. Now I have discovered that there are always two areas that God seeks to change in my prayer life & they are found right here in these two divisions of chapter 18:

· Vs. 1-15 The Lord is constantly getting me to change my heart about Him.

· Vs. 16-33 The Lord is constantly changing my heart about others.

II. Vs. 1-15 Changing the heart about God

Vs. 1 Apparently this visitation happens with in three months after chapter 17. Here’s how we know this:

a. 17:21 We are told that according the Lord that a year from that day that Sarah would have a child.

b. 18:10 Based upon the Lord’s comment here Sarah had not yet conceived, in fact based upon her comments of verse 12 they were not even intimate. 

c. So this visitation took place some time after the Word of the Lord to Abram in chapter 17. Furthermore based upon Sarah’s word’s she had either not been told by Abram the Word of the Lord or had refused to believe it.

It is also interesting to note the difference in which the Lord now speaks to Abraham. In chapter 15:1 the Lord spoke to Abram in a vision. In chapter 17:1 He speaks to him by way of a message in his heart. That is not the case here as we see that the Lord appears to Abraham bodily (verse 2 says that he saw three men, in verse 22 the two angels go towards Sodom as Abram still stays to speak with the Lord.) How do we understand in light of the incarnation? Well Paul wrote to Timothy (6:16) “no man has seen or can see”, then in John 1:18 we are told that “No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.” So the only conclusion is that this is a Theophany or Christophany (preincarnate appearance of Jesus). 

Vs. 2-3 The use of the word “behold” tells us that what took place was something out of the ordinary. It seems as though Abraham was relaxing by his tent the “three men” appeared in front of him. Now although the text calls them three men based upon his reaction he knew that one of them was the Lord. We see three things Abraham’s hospitality reveals:

a. “When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them”: The fact that he reacts this way so quickly suggest genuine warmth & humility. There was no hesitation in fact the opposite is seen. Remember Abraham is 99 years old & a wealthy successful world leader. Yet it is he who initiates the action prior to any words being spoken.

b. “Bowed himself to the ground”: This is the same word in the Hebrew used for worship. Folk’s we ought to see in our lives the closer we become with the Lord a greater maturing in social graces as well. Humility & hospitality go hand in hand as Paul would instruct Timothy that an elder ought to be one who shows his heart by hospitality to those who are visiting. All to often the leaders in Church’s are the ones wanting to be waited on instead wanting to wait on others!  

c. “My Lord, if I have now found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by Your servant”: In verse one the word for Lord is Jehovah, in verse 3 it is Adonay which speaks of God’s supreme authority. Abraham looks at his service as a privilege an act of worship. He calls himself their servant, which is how a person of faith ought to behave brokeness & humility, anxious to serve. It is almost as we get a picture of a heart that by its actions begs, “Oh let me wait on You!”  

Vs. 4-5 The first offering of hospitality was that of washing the feet & allowing them to rest. Today we would say take of your shoes & stay awhile. The next thing we see is the offer to bring food as Abraham is so blessed to be in the Lord’s presence. Now here is a great time to suggest to you a point about what prayer is all about, adoration & communion. Abraham only wanted to be a blessing to the Lord & to show his appreciation towards Him. There is not grocery list of things he desired, no complaint list of things, no not even a suggestion or question box. Instead he comes before the Lord & says by his actions that all he wants is to spend time with Him.


It is obvious that the Lord & the two angels did not need to eat or rest yet they did verse 8. Is that not great as the Lord looks at the heart & not what is offered as an act of worship! 

Vs. 6-8 In verse 5 Abraham said he was going to prepare a “morsel of bread” which in Hebrew means a “bit” yet his instructions to Sarah was for 6 ½ bushels of the finest flour. In Exodus 16:16 we are told that one measure was sufficient for one person for the whole day. Further more he told Sarah to make cakes & not bread which were fried in butter or fat. Here’s my point what Abraham offered to the Lord was far less then what he actually provided. All to often what we offer the Lord is what is left over all the while we are proclaiming we are given Him our best. Abraham said that what he had to give was not much but instead he offered the very best. Folk’s we ought to be far more like Abraham & less like Scrooge. Abraham is there supervising every little step & then stands by them as their personal waiter. All of this was obviously a love offering because Abraham felt so loved by the Lord. 

Vs. 9-10 It is easy here to see why the Lord has come to Abraham & Sarah, to prepare her heart about how she see the Lord. The fact that the Lord asks where she is at while already knowing her name is a way of getting her attention as women were not to come out into the presence men so they instead would stay by the tent door to listen. Thirteen years earlier God had told Abraham this but now He wishes for Sarah to hear t as well. He has repeated it twice within three months but it appears as though Abraham never told Sarah. 

Vs. 11 Moses interjects to explain the impossibility of procreation apart from the Lord’s intervention. The words “Sarah had passed the age of childbearing” literally mean “the manor of a woman had ceased to be with Sarah” which means that she was no longer menstruating & as such could not possibly be able to have children. Sarah’s case was irreversible, as she had already gone through the change of life. 

Vs. 12 As she listens to the Word of the Lord she laughs within herself as to the impossibility of the prospect of her having a child. To show how impossible the thought is to her in her head she says, “After I have grown old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?” This statement suggests two things:

a. She still loves Abraham as she reverences him calling him lord.

b. Yet at the same time she says that she has lost her desire to be intimate.

It is interesting here that as far as Sarah was concerned her problem with this word from the Lord was physical & emotional but in reality her real problem was spiritual. Here is the truth of the matter, “What Sarah wanted the most in life (the child of promise) she could only believe could be produced in the energy of the flesh but doubted it could ever take place in the energy of the Spirit!” Let this passage ever serve as a reminder that most of our failures occur when we find it easier to believe that we can obtain the promises of God through the energy of the flesh (worldly techniques) then simply trusting God to be able to do what only He alone has promised. Here what the Lord spoke through Zechariah in 4:6 to Zerubbabel, 'Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' Says the LORD of hosts.”

Vs. 13-14 Sarah is taught four lessons about the Lord that she need to have in her prayer life:

a. She was taught that the Lord is all knowing: Sarah saw her limitations, but the God revealed that He was aware of them as well & that those limitations were nothing compared to her lack of trusting Him to do what He said He would. 

b. Vs. 14a She was taught He was all-powerful: She viewed herself as being beyond nature, yet what she did not grasp was what He has promised He alone is able to perform.

c. Vs. 14b-15a She was taught that God is a God of grace: He had promised, she had doubted, He had revealed more, she again doubted, He confronts her doubting she denies it. Yet a year later He will still bring forth the child that He promised. Is there anything to hard for the Lord?  I’m reminded of Paul’s words to Timothy in 2 Tim. 2:13 “If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.” 

d. Vs. 15b She was taught of His holiness: She had lied in her heart yet God clearly knew that she had lied & confronted her with the truth. The fact remains that God doesn’t wink at our sin He calls it what t is.   

III. Vs. 16-33 Changing the heart about others

Vs. 16 After addressing Sarah’s need to have a changed heart in her view of God the Lord turns to dealing with Abraham’s heart towards a sinful world. Abraham tells us that he sees the heavenly group look towards sinful Sodom & walks with them several miles. Tradition has it that they stopped at place called Beni Naim which is where you can look down & see the Dead Sea which at this point of time was lush & fertile. 

Vs. 17 Again like Sarah the Lord draws Abraham into a place where he will look at his own heart. Folks, here is where I’m going with this often the Lord gives us insight into situations about others in order for us to have a change of heart! I had a brother speak to me the other night about an incident concerning a now retired pastor that couldn’t control his anger at a Basketball game where he ended up challenging a security guard to a fight. Now though it wasn’t me he was speaking of the truth of the matter is it could have been me! God is not gossiping about the sins of Sodom, neither is just trying to satisfy Abraham’s curiosity. No, instead the Lord want’s to do something in Abraham’s heart through that which only He knows & now reveals! 

Vs. 18-19 There are two reasons the Lord gives for including Abraham into what He is about to do in Sodom & neither of them have to do with Lot! 

a. Vs. 18 “Since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him”: He will have a great influence over multitudes of people through future generations, therefore it was necessary for him to know the reason why God would destroy two cites. Abraham would (& through this chapter did) tell future generations the truth about Sodom & Gomorrah & God’s judgment against them.

b. Vs. 19 “I have known him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him”: Not only would Abraham be a great influence over multitudes, he would serve as an example to those of faith & trust in the Lord. Clearly God did not want His character to be misrepresented to the children of faith. 

Vs. 20 God tells Abraham that the outcry against Sodom & Gomorrah is great because their sin was grievous. What were the sins of Sodom & Gomorrah that led to such a wicked lifestyle? Ezek 16:49-50 we are told, “Look, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And they were haughty and committed abomination before Me; therefore I took them away as I saw fit.” 

Vs. 21 Now it is obvious that God knew the situation of the two cities as their sins cried out to heaven but responds the way He does in order to reveal several things:

a. He never judges in a hurry, as He desires mercy & not judgement. 2 Peter 3:9 tells us that He is “not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” 

b. He is always about justice so win sins cry out they are calling out for His justice to intervene. 

c. The investigation is for Abraham’s benefit to get him to intercede & have a compassionate heart towards those trapped into a life style of sin.   

By sending two angels to investigate it reveals to us that God does nothing without full possession of all the facts. In other words the “cry” that came before one is not what alone motivated His action the facts needed to match the cry. Again obviously this was all put down for our benefit as God always does that which right concerning the affairs of men. The reality is that people may proclaim their innocence, justify their actions but their judge knows the beginning from the end. There will be none at the judgement seat who will be able to say, “God you just don’t understand the facts, here, you see I don’t deserve to be judged guilty!” 

Vs. 22-26 As the two angels of the Lord move towards Sodom Abraham is left with the Lord to make intercession for the cites. As we look at this intercession we will see that Abraham reduces number of righteous six times, three times he reduces the number by 5 three times he reduces the number by ten, until he reached the number of righteous being ten. Why ten? Will Abraham thought that he knew of ten righteous people in Sodom:


Lot & his wife, two unmarried sons, two unmarried daughters, two married daughters & their husbands. Yet what Abraham would soon learn was that it was harder to get “Lot” out of Sodom then it was to get Sodom into Lot. 

The first thing we will notice is eight qualities in the heart of Abram during his intercession, which is what the Lord was trying to reveal in him. 

1. Vs. 22b. “But Abraham still stood before the LORD.” Here we see the right position of the heart of an intercessor, “in the presence of the Lord.” Things were about to happen & Abraham could of gone after the angels to see what he could do to help but if any work was going to be done in then it need to be done not in Sodom but rather at the feet of the Lord. E.M. Bounds wrote that, “It is a great thing to be willing to go to men for God but a greater thing still to be willing to go to God for men!” 

2. Vs. 23a “And Abraham came near”: The next thing we note is that the heart of an intercessor first desires to draw near & become more intimate with the Lord. This also shows boldness as Abraham desired to be closer to the Lord before he ever offered any prayer. 

3. Vs. 23b “Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked?” The first words out of Abraham’s mouth are concerned not with the outcome but rather with how the Lord will look. Effective prayer always prays in line with the character of God & that His character would prevail in spite of how it may look to others. Jesus prayed in Matt. 26:42 in the garden as He faced the cross “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” 

4. Vs. 24 “Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city”: No where in this prayer is Lot & his family mentioned which show that Abraham’s heart was one of compassion for the lost is a city of sin. He could have well been angry at the city for its effects upon Lot instead we see a broken heart & compassion. How about it do we pray for the salvation of our enemies, the ungodly that rub us the wrong way?

5. Vs. 25 “Far be it from You to do such a thing as”: Abraham takes all of this difficulties to the Lord & allows Him to sort it out & do what is right. Here then is a key element in effective intercession, “Start with what you know is true about God’s character & nature & let him sort out what you don’t understand about the situation.” 

6. Vs. 25 “to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You!” Abraham makes an urgent plea & uses prayer as the scratch paid of the heart. The application is that we can offered always to be quick to pray, slow to speak & slow to anger. 

7. Vs. 25 “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” There is a confidence in Abraham not in the situation turning out the way he wants but rather in that the Lord will do what is right. Notice that it doesn’t say, “Lord I hope you will do what is right.” 

8. Vs. 26 “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.” With a specific prayer there is a specific response that can only be received by faith. Abraham needed to trust the Lord to do as He said He would . 

Vs. 27-33 All of this dealt with the heart of Abraham & not with the elements of prayer. Now we shall notice that there are four essential elements intercessory prayer:

a. Vs. 27 “Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes …to speak to the Lord:” His prayer was based upon humility! He approached the Lord with two important things:

1. A knowledge of how unworthy He was in & of himself.

2. A knowledge of great & Holy God is.  

b. Vs. 27 “have taken it upon myself”: His prayer was with understanding! Not of the situation but of God is. In other words He approached God based upon His greatness & grace.  Abraham approached the Lord in total dependence & absolute surrender.

c. Vs. 28-29 Abraham was specific in his prayer! There was none of this, “Save Sodom” stuff! Instead there was a specific plea to save Sodom if there were 50, 45 etc righteous. As the number decreased Abraham grew bolder based upon the Lords response. In other words as Abraham saw the Lord’s desire to save Abraham asked for more. 

d. Vs. 30-33 Abraham was persistent in prayer! The more he interceded the more his heart was drawn into the heart of God for the lost of Sodom. Oh that we could not stand for the thought of any being lost. Folk’s effective evangelism begins & ends with a heart that is persistent in prayer broken with compassion over the thought of even one perishing apart from knowing God love. I want you to see something remarkable about this intercession:

1. It was Abraham who stopped asking not God who stopped answering! 

2. Abraham did not receive the answer to his prayers the way he perhaps thought he would. God did not save the city for the sake of the righteous instead the four righteous were saved from the city. The fact is we may not see our prayers answered the way we thought but we shall always see them  answered the way they ought! 

In chapter 19: 27-29 we are told that “Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood before the LORD. Then he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain; and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the land which went up like the smoke of a furnace. And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot had dwelt.” Abraham knew not the outcome but he knew that the Lord would do right & as he watched over looking the Dead Sea God spared the four righteous that came upon the unrepentant & Lot’s preservation is tied to Abraham’s intercession. Let’s pray as we are assured that it will always change us, our hearts towards Him & our hearts towards others!  
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I. Intro.

You are hard pressed to find a more depressing chapter in the Bible then the 19th chapter of Genesis; homosexuality, attempted rape, prostitution, incest & the love of a city in which the practice of such things was thought of as normal are all apart of this chapter. One wonders why such a chapter is included in scripture. Several things need to be mentioned up front:

· Because the Bible reports such sins is in no way suggestive that God is in favor of them.

· When the Bible reports events like these it does so to show us two things:

1. What sins lie in the flesh of unrepentive man, Paul write as much in 1 Cor. 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man”. 

2. Second, the Bible mentions them in full view of what the outcome of such behaviors are both practically as well as spiritually. In others words God has seen fit to record these event in order that we might see in others the ugliness of sin & the eventual outcome of sin if we don’t repent, death & judgement. 

In the world these behaviors are glorified & today even encouraged with out any thought given to the repercussions of their continual practice. Not so in the Bible, we see first hand how morally degrading & wicked people become who live life without any restraints. We see as well that it is impossible to reform those that practice behaviors to stem the tide societal decay. The world does not need reform; it does not need education on how to perform practices in ways that does not cause personal harm. No it needs to be changed, turned from behaviors that even if they are some how “reformed” as to no longer causing personal harm are far more dangerous to society as a whole.  

II. Vs. 1-10 What’s the world coming too?

Vs. 1 These are the two angels that we were in 18:22 were two men that turned & went toward Sodom. Upon arriving in Sodom they quickly find Lot, “sitting in the gate” which was the place where the leaders of the city would come & handle the complaints & business of the city. Perhaps today we would call it “city hall”. Finding Lot at “city hall” reveals the steady progression of compromise in Lots life. These verses serve to answer the question we have when we see a believer whose life has become ruined by sin so suddenly.

a. 13:10 Lot was looking toward Sodom.

b. 13:12 Lot pitched his tent toward Sodom.

c. 14:12 Lot is living in Sodom.

d. 19:1 Lot is a civic leader in Sodom. 

All of this had taken place within a span of 30 years which shows us that a persons fall happens through a series of compromises & not all at once. Lots testimony for the Lord towards the world was destroyed by his compromise with it! 

Vs. 2-3 It is interesting to me that Lot offered the same hospitality to the two angels as did Abraham yet the urgency in which he offers it is vastly different. 

· Abraham offered hospitality with urgency for the sake wanting to spend time with the Lord.  

· The words “insisted strongly” caries the idea of what we would say today as “Lot wouldn’t take NO for an answer!” Lot offered hospitality with urgency to keep them safely away form the world in which he had compromised with. 

Just because someone is aware of sin & even grieved by it does not indicate that they are an influence for righteousness around it! Based upon the words of verse 9 telling us that Lot  “kept acting as a judge” we know that he was vocal against the behavior of Sodom yet while he was compromising with it he was not demonstrating his conviction with the way in which he lived among them. Lots house was no doubt a pleasant place to stay at. It may have had some bible verses on the fridge, some religious art work on the walls, yet the truth of Lots conviction needed to be more then just inside the walls of his home it needed to be visible in every corner of his life! The truth is that we can’t proclaim the truth of the gospel to the lost if we ourselves are living outwardly just like them! Paul writes to the Corinthians in 2 Cor. 6:16-17 “I will be their God, And they shall be My people. Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord.” Folks if we try to reform the world we will find that the world will have nothing to do with us until they see us compromise Christ & His principals then they will jump in to call us hypocrites for giving up on what we said we believed. The only message we have for the world is the same one that Paul had upon visiting Corinth “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” Why? Because Jesus came into the world not to reform sinners but rather as He said in Luke 19:10 “the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”         

Vs. 4-5 One of the sins in which this city is connected is here mentioned for the first time in the Bible. Several things need to be mentioned in light of this based upon the text:

a. We are told that this sin included all the men of the city such as they were.

b. They were totally consumed with the practice of it, as they wasted no time in arriving at Lots door.

c. The practice of this sin had crossed all social lines of society as we are told that “old & young, as well as those from every quarter of the city” came to Lots house. 

d. There can be no question as to the sin as we are told that it was so that they could “know them carnally”. That is they wished to have sexual intercourse with them. 

Today this sin is either treated as the worst of all sins or it is treated as something a person is born with like the color of their hair; it is neither. Here is what the Bible has to say about it: 

1. Lev. 18:22 “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination.”

2. Rom. 1:26-28 “For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting;” 

3. 1 Cor 6:9 “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites”. 

There is nothing “gay”, happy or carefree about this chosen lifestyle which has these statistics:

· Homosexual advocates promote their lifestyle as being exactly like everyone else except that they are attracted to people of the same sex. Yet their conduct does not bare witness of their statement.

· 43% of homosexuals say they have had 500 or more sexual partners in their life time compared to only 1% of homosexuals who have said they have had four & under sexual partners in their life time. The Department of Health & Human Services surveyed Homosexuals where 77% said that they regularly had sex in a public park, 62% said they regularly engaged in sex at homosexual bars, 61% said they did so regularly in a movie theater & 31% said they did so in a public bathroom. Only 28% of homosexuals when asked said they had known their sexual partners for at least a week before participating in sex. 

· Homosexual advocates proclaim that over 10% of the population is homosexual but the most reliable statistics show that only 2.3% of men in their 20’s  & 30’s ever report to having had a homosexual experience & only 1.1 % say that they are exclusively homosexual. 

· Romans 1:28 again says that because man “did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting.” Thus it is no surprise that some 2% of our society is practicing the sin of Homosexuality as it no longer retains the knowledge of God. Perhaps one finds this sin more among men then women because males wish to pursue uninhibited sex with out rejection & sex with other men offers an easier path to this?    

Now the good news is that the sin of homosexuality like any other sin is one in which a person can repent of & be changed, washed, sanctified & justified in the name of Jesus by the Spirit of God.

Vs. 6-8 The response of Lot to the sinful actions & suggestions of the men of the city reveals several things about Lot.

a. As he goes out to face a mob & shuts the door behind him show courage as well as care for the guests he had.

b. Yet with calling this homosexual mob “my brethren” it shows that perhaps Lot had adopted a “live & let live” attitude towards their behavior. 

c. Vs. 8 The fact that he suggests the willingness to sacrifice his virgin daughters could be understood on several levels:

1. He had obviously maintained some order in the home, as they were still virgins. 

2. It reveals how they viewed hospitality as being of greater importance then family relations.

3. It shows the low state that women occupied in that society.

4. It could be that Lot understood that these men had a bent towards homosexuality & would not want his daughters, so he was just buying time. 

5. It also reveals that through compromise Lot had become confused on how to handle a sinful world so he suggests a wrong to correct a wrong. 

6. Finally it could be that Lot understood who his guests were & was hoping that they would intervene. 

Vs. 9-11 The words of the homosexual mob “stand back” in the Hebrew can mean “you just come near” which shows the little effect Lot had had upon the citizens of Sodom. He had been little more then the “censor” of Sodom to which they had tolerated for some time probably because of his relationship to Abraham who had saved their city. So they made him a leader in the city & even give room for his rhetoric but now push has come to shove & unless Lot gives over his angelic guests to be raped they will have their way on him. Compromise had not changed or even impacted the city. The striking of the physical blindness led them to obvious mental confusion to which they became weary in finding the door to Lots house. How appropriate is this that physical blindness matched moral & spiritual condition?    

III. Vs. 12-38 Getting the World out of us

Vs. 12 The angels now enquire as to Lots family so they may be spared judgement because of their relationship with Lot. It is interesting that not only those that were related to him but those that belonged to him were included. So? Well remember back in chapter 13:6-7 that Lot had herdsmen yet none of these men leave with him. 

Vs. 13 The angels announce in plain terms the plan for Sodom:

a. The Lord is the one that sent them to destroy Sodom & its surrounding towns.

b. The reason for the destruction was that the “outcry against them had grown great” in other words they had increased in wickedness. One wonders how Lot heard those words as he saw his influence had not only not stemmed the tide of wickedness it had increased under his efforts? 

Vs. 14 Lot shows at once that he believed the testimony of these two angels & goes to rescue his two sons in law. The Bible forbids mixed marriages & being unequally yoked to unbelievers. As Lot moved his family closer to Sodom his daughters married Sodomite husbands, to go along with his Sodomite wife. The lesson for us is simple if we compromise with the world in order to reach the world then it is not the believer that is impacting the society in which they live it is the society impacting the believer. May this verse stand out against the practice of “missionary dating” as these two daughters along with their husbands think of Lots words of warning as a joke! Peter tells us in 2 Peter 2:7-8 that “Lot was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)”. Yet with that said his life was a wasted life having accomplished nothing. He had been in politics yet that had not reformed the habits of the city all of this had left him corrupted & a joke even to his family & friends. Yes Lot was a saved soul but the fruit of his life amounted to nothing. Far too much of Christianity has tried to be like Lot in Sodom trying to be more & more like the MTV generation in order to reach them. Yet when the testimony of our lives doesn’t match the testimony of our lips then what we become is nothing more then a joke to the world we are trying to reach.  

Vs. 15 It seems as though Lot had until daybreak to convince the rest of his family & friends yet none came. In the morning it is Lot that has to be urged to leave which reveals that though he was grieved by the condition of Sodom his heart was also in it’s ways. The truth is we often hate the sins of the world at the same time we support its influences. Lot serves as a vivid picture of a man who God had a hold of but did not hold on God.   

Vs. 16 Lot is in the worst of positions: “Too much of the Lord to be happy in the world & too much of world to be happy in the Lord!” The scene is all too familiar because of compromise his loyalty is confused, “Hum, the people of Sodom, or obedience to the Lord?” So he does what we all do when we know what we ought to do but for the love of the flesh don’t do it, PROCRASTINATE. We can not be sure but from the beginning we have seen Lot want material things, (he chose the fertile plain of Sodom & moved closer & closer to its economic lure), perhaps the thought of leaving behind all that he had in possessions was what caused him to procrastinate? In contrast to Lots procrastination we the Lords mercy as He through the angels exhorts them with the threat of impending doom, then has to take them by the hand like a little child to remove them from danger. It is hard for us to see how Lot could have such affection upon a place where the men were the night before were going to rape him to satisfy their lust. But just as the men of the city were blinded by their lust so too is Lot & his family as they are led out by grasping their hands. So what does this show us who live in our Sodom? Well it shows what incredible pull the flesh has against the Spirit. Paul wrote in Galatians 5:17 “For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.” If you do not think that this can happen to you then you have miss understood your own depravity. The great & glorious truth is in spite of this God’s word through Jeremiah in Lam. 3:22-23 ring true, “Through the Lord's mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.”  

Vs. 17 The angels give four instructions to Lot & his family as they are fleeing “sin city”. These are good instructions for anyone that has to deal with the temptation of compromise with the flesh & the world:

a. “Escape for your life”: Folks the only thing to do with temptation is to flee for your life! Hesitation will often mean personal destruction so we need to recognize that to linger will cost us. 

b. “Do not look behind you”: The word “look” means to “look with longing”. Simply put “Don’t play with temptation”, there are far to many times that you & I have seen how close the fire can burn down upon the match before we feel the heat of the flame!  

c. “Nor stay anywhere in the plain”: This deals with where we go after we have “escaped with our lives” & says, “don’t look to live in a place you have just escaped from”. Amazing how accurate this is in my own life as I end up with depraved déjà vu repeating my same mistakes again & again. 

d. “Escape to the mountains”: If we shouldn’t “stay in the plain” where should we go? Well thank God we have the answer which the Psalmist put so gloriously in 61:2 “When my heart is overwhelmed; Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.” There is only one place to escape with our life too a rock called “Golgotha” where our Lord was lifted high upon a cross for our sins! You know what so cool about this is that He is nearer to us then our breath. 

Vs. 18-22 What a pathetic picture of a compromised life pleading to be able to still have a little of the world he was forced to leave behind. Lot fails to realize the same thing that we often do that a “little” of the world is a very dangerous thing. Lot says not Your will be done but my will desiring to have what is outwardly best instead of what is inwardly best. In comparing Lots prayer here with that of Abraham’s in the previous chapter we see that Abraham made his appeal by seeing himself as “dust & ashes”, where as Lot appeals in verse 19 upon what he has done. Further more he can not see God delivering him safely to the mountain because it is not through his effort. Lot obviously sees his “soul living” only through compromise with the world yet the truth is that even a little of the world is far too much for our soul to live! Christian it is an awful thing to get what our flesh wants. The Lord destroyed a city, which had not 10 righteous & yet saves this city of Zoar (small or little), with none righteous because of Abraham who had intercede on its behalf. None of this will take place until Lot & his family has been removed.

Vs. 23-25 We are told four things in these verses:

a. “The sun was risen upon the earth”: The time of destruction was when Lot was safe in a “little world”.

b. “The LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah”: The extent of judgement to which Deut. 29: 23 adds, “the whole land including the cites of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim”. 

c. “Brimstone and fire”: Here we are told the method of judgement upon the area.

d. Vs. 25 “He overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.” This speaks of the fact that God’s judgement of these cites & area was complete & permanent.   

Vs. 26 We come now to the strange story of Lots wife. Literally it reads “she looked back from behind” which speaks to the fact that she either lagged behind or turned back. Thus she was caught in the destruction as she may have been on the way out of Sodom physically but spiritually she was very much at home in the world. Jesus used this very situation as a warning in Luke 17:32-33 when He said, “Remember Lot's wife. Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it.”  

Vs, 27-29 God answered the prayer of Abraham even if it was not the way in which he had thought, saving four & one of them chose the world. Before you feel sorry for the people of Sodom remember that they had been the beneficiaries of God’s faithfulness towards their land, they had their city delivered from destruction & captivity by Abraham, finally they had even heard of the testimony of Melchizedek & Lot yet still they did not repent. 

Vs. 30-38 This is such a disgusting section I will only point out four things:

a. Vs. 30-31 Lot does not want to go to the mountain when the Lord told too but in his own strength he goes. This just shows you Lots problem all along rebellion & disobedience to the Word of God.

b. Vs. 32 Lot had lost everything & yet still managed to take wine out of Sodom. Of all the things to try & keep from world, “If you got to leave the world might as well take a little of it with ya!”   

c. Vs. 33-36 The very thing that Lot was going to allow the Sodomites to do his daughters he himself does by compromising with the world. Though this case of incest is not specifically condemned because of the Mosaic laws against incest had not been given makes it no less disgusting. They knew that their father would not consent to this so they got him drunk to get descendents instead of trusting in God. 

d. Vs. 37-38 The offspring from this incest became the Moabites & the Ammonites who were continual thorns in the side of Israel. 

Lots life ended in ruin not only for him but also for his prosperity. Lot is not mentioned again in the OT, and the time and place of his death are unknown. Such is the outcome of a person who is carnal in their faith. 
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I. Intro.

Having just left the ruined life of Lot it is good to be back looking again at the man of faith Abraham whoops! Abraham repeats the same mistake he did 24 years earlier in Egypt of not trusting God’s promises to fulfill His promises. What this shows us is that as far as our flesh is concerned it will in this body never arrive at a state of perfection. What is interesting to see is how God uses situations & circumstances this to us so that we will again turn & trust only upon His Word. When you stop to think about it nothing disproves evolution more then our own personal failure because if we were truly evolving we would fail less. 

II. Vs. 1-7 A half-truth is a whole lie

Vs. 1 Abraham leaves Hebron the place of vision & blessing to go south towards an area the Cannaities lived & would later be inhabited by the Philistines. We can not be sure but it may have been prompted by the judgement of Sodom or just because he was looking for better trading possibilities. As you look up the exact the words that give us the location where Abraham & Sarah went we find some interesting points: 

· The word “South” is really Negev which means “dry”

· The word Kadesh means holiness 

· And the word Shur means wall

· The word Gerar means, “rolling country”, as the terran was foot hills. 

Here is the interesting point Abraham had been dwelling in a place where the study presence of the Lord was & left it for a dry place that was between holiness & a wall leaving him living in a “roller coaster” experience. 

Vs. 2 Here we see the same lie as 12:13 only now Sarah is 90 & 24 years have passed. At first I must say that this would seem to be quite faltering for Abraham to say about his wife Sarah, I mean a “cover girl” at the age of 90. The estimations as to why she was so attractive at her age goes along the lines that since she had already quit ovulating & now had begun again perhaps she regressed in her appearance looking much younger then her age. Though I have no doubt that Sarah was an attractive gal I think the explanation would most likely be in part that Abraham was a powerful leader & a marriage to his “sister” would an allegiance making them allies. 


A lie is never justifiable even to save a life, which in this case was his own. Love is always ready to lay down our life for the sake of others; here Sarah was the one that was asked to lay down her life. The fact that Abraham falls at the same place he did 24 years earlier points out that there is a common link to our failures. Oh yes the temptations may be different & the sin may not even be the same but we always fall at the same point, “Our lack of trusting God & His Word!” Now I did not say a lack of trust for you see Abraham trusted himself & Sarah but not God & His Word. Jude closes his letter by saying, “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy”. It is only the Lord who can keep us from falling on our faces! 

Vs. 3 God again & again shows Himself as a God who is gracious towards Abraham. Had not God intervened all would wonder to this day who the father of the child of promise was Abraham or Abimelech. Look at how God reveals himself to Abimelech “Elohim” the all-powerful Creator, all of which He does so in a dream. It is interesting that the Lord tells Abimelech that he is a “dead man” even though he did not knowingly sin by taking another mans wife. Folk’s this goes to show us that as far as God is concerned “it does not matter whether or not you meant too sin”, we are still accountable. 

Vs. 4-5 To Abimelech’s credit he had not “came near her” so his defense is that he had not yet done anything wrong. Abimelech associates his nation with himself & intercedes with the Lord to not hold slay the nation for his inadvertent error. What a contrast this is compared to Abraham who’s blunder was to save his own skin. Again Abimelech’s defense is based upon the fact that Abraham had lied & Sarah had supported the lie by agreeing with her husband. 


Folk’s it is a sad thing when the people of the world behave more like believers & followers of God then do the people of faith. Further more Abraham’s lie could have led to death & eternal separation for the unbelieving Abimelech all because he failed to again trust God. There is no such thing as a sin that does not effect others!

Vs. 6 God recognizes the innocence of Abimelech but at the same time reveals to him that it was He who had kept Abimelech from sinning & not Abimelech. Perhaps it was some sickness in verse 18 that had prevented him from consummating his marriage? Notice who Abimelech’s sin would have been against, not Abraham or Sarah but rather against the Lord. David would write in Psalm 51:4 “Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight”. 

Vs. 7 In order to live Abimelech has to do two things:

a. “Restore the man's wife”: It was not enough to be sorry or even admit his mistake Abimelech had to make restitution for his sin. When ever possible we need to show or repentance by restoring what we have taken. 

b. “He will pray for you and you shall live”: Prayer, confession & intercession are all apart of being restored. Of coarse as Christians we do this before Jesus.

Even though Abraham had blown it he was still God’s spokesman who was called to speak the truth of God. So we see that just because a person is used by God does not make them immuned to failure nor does it mean that they always practice the truth they proclaim. Yet with that said a lot of times people use the failure of the instrument to discredit the truth they were proclaiming. Hey, just because a string breaks on a guitar doesn’t make the note that it was suppose to play wrong! The failure is in the instrument not the note! 

III. Vs. 8-18 A lack of the fear of God

Vs. 8 Several things stand out here:

a. “Abimelech rose early in the morning”: First, Abimelech’s prompt obedience in response to repentance & restoration. 

b. “Called all his servants, and told all these things in their hearing”: Second his humility in telling his servants of his error. 

c. “The men were very much afraid”: Lastly, the seriousness in which they understood their own failure. When compared to the son’s in-law of Lot whose warnings seemed to be a joke these men very afraid by Abimelech’s failure. 

Vs. 9 Abimelech lays the blame at Abraham’s door, “What were you thinking?” “What have we ever done to deserve being treated like this?” “You could have killed us!” would be how we would have responded today. Abraham’s failure to tell the truth led to a public rebuke from a worldly King. Abimelech was right on the money as Abraham had made this same error 24 years earlier. How about it Christian do you realize what our lack of trusting God does in the lives of those that don’t know Him? 

Vs. 10 No doubt there was a pause by Abimelech as he waited for Abraham to respond & one wonders if Abraham was like a child with his head down kicking at the dirt. Having no reply Abimelech asks again “What did you see that caused you to do this?” It is clear that Abimelech is looking for some reason for Abraham’s behavior in which it almost cost him his life both in this life & the one to come. Of coarse it is good to say that we are seeing Abimelech at his best & Abraham at his worst, so we should not judge a man by one situation in their life. However we need to say that the failure of a believer is the worst of all failures except for not trusting in Christ at all. All we can do when we fail like this is be broken & humbly admit or mistake without any excuses. 

Vs. 11-13 Instead of doing this Abraham offers up five lame reasons for his lie:

1. Vs. 11 “Because I thought, surely the fear of God is not in this place”: Let me get this strait, “You could trust the Lord with everything except your security?” All this does is bring up the question, “If you didn’t think God could protect you then why did you go to a place where you knew they didn’t know God?” The real problem does not lie in the fact that there was no fear of God in the place it was that there was no fear of God in Abraham!  

2. Vs. 11b “And they will kill me on account of my wife”: This excuse points out that Abraham had a greater fear in man then he did in God, which can be seen in his selfishness & cowardliness.

3. Vs. 12 “But indeed she is truly my sister. She is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she became my wife”: Oh Abraham when in doubt “shut up”! A half-truth said with intent to deceive is a whole lie! 

4. Vs. 13a “And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my father's house”: The word “wonder” is used some 50 times & each case it refers to a person going astray from the Lord. Abraham’s excuse is that 30 years ago the Lord called him to leave his fathers country. “It’s God’s fault man if he had not called me away to bless me & give me all I have this would have never have happened!” When in doubt blame God!

5. Vs. 13b “I said to her, 'This is your kindness that you should do for me: in every place, wherever we go, say of me, "He is my brother”: “You see Sarah & I have this little tradition that we’ve been doing for 30 years & I had to honor it for her sake you know?” 

Hey lame are these excuses for not trusting the Lord? But we use some pretty dumb ones as well don’t we? Lets roll the tape back & see what Abraham should have said:


“I’m so sorry, Abimelech for dishonoring My God as well as you! My self-centeredness led to cowardliness & I denied the very God whom I believe by fearing you more then fearing Him. You see Abimelech my God is not like your gods He really is able to take care of me, as He is the living & true God who created the heaven & earth. Abimelech my God even told me that He was alone able to protect me & reward me but I did not act as if I believed Him. I know of no man that has had more of God’s love & blessings then I have yet I have sinned against His very grace & in so doing sinned against you, please forgive me!” 

Vs. 14-16 Instead of that prayer Abraham offers lame excuses & Abimelech heaps coals upon an already humbled head by blessing them with material blessings & clearing their reputations. Look at the sarcasm of Abimelech as tells Sarah of the material blessing given to her “brother”. 

Vs. 17-18 God’s grace is clearly upon Abraham as God restores him to be used as an instrument of blessing upon Abimelech as he should have been all along. What a great God we serve who uses us in spite of us.
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I.) Intro.

There are three seemingly separate events recorded for us in the 21st chapter of Genesis:

· 1-14 The birth of Isaac

· 15-21 The provision of Ishmael & Hagar

· 22-34 The payment for a well in the land of promise

Yet with each event there is a common thread that deals not with the persons involved or the event but rather God who keeps His promises. How so? Well In 18 God promised Sarah & Abraham that they would have a son. In chapter 16 God promised that Ishmael would live to become a mighty nation. Finally in chapter 13 God promised Abraham that the land that they were living in was to be his & his descendants after him. In this chapter all three of these promise are fulfilled. As Abraham sat down & wrote this chapter he did so revealing to us how God is always faithful to keep His promises towards us, amazing how we forget this! 

II. Vs. 1-14 Laughter and sorrow

Vs. 1 “And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He had spoken.” Wow, what a glorious truth this verse holds for us, that God keeps His promises towards us based upon His faithfulness & not Abraham’s, Sarah’s or our for that matter. We are told in Num. 23:19 that “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?” The simple truth is that if God promised based upon any other way then Isaac would not of been born. There are times that God chooses to promise based upon our faithfulness but time & again He does so to reveal to us that our faithfulness to obtain righteousness is worth less, as we are reminded in Isa 64:6 “all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags”.  

Vs. 2 The very first word we are told about Sarah back in 11:30 was that she was barren & had no children. Then in chapter 18:12 when she first heard that it was through her womb that the child of promise was to be born she laughed in unbelief & from a human standpoint at 90 years of age we would laugh as well. Yet the Lord asked her even though she was hidden in side the tent, “Is there anything too hard for the Lord?” The issue all boils down to Whom you are depending upon to keep His word, (God or us). In Rom. 4:19 we read in the (ASV) that Abraham “considered his own body now as good as dead” which reveals that Abraham considered the impossibility of conception based upon his age & choose to disregard the circumstance & trust in God word. Which is the opposite of what Sarah had done. 


Thirty years have gone by since Abraham & Sarah had left Ur in chapter 12, they are now 100 & 9o respectively. So? Well look at those words “at the set time”. What was the set time that Abraham speaks of here? Well go back over those chapters that deal with Abraham & Sarah. What you will find is the “set time” was the time it took for Abraham & Sarah to both realize that you could not obtain God’s promises by the work & energy of the flesh. It 30 years for them to die to self, to learn to trust God & His Word & not themselves. There is a verse in Romans that speaks to this (7:18) “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.” 

Vs. 3-5 Isaac’s name was originally link to Sarah’s failure to trust God’s Word, yet in the end it becomes linked to joy in God fulfilling His Word in spite of our lack of trust. Paul wrote of this in 2 Tim 2:13 “If we are faithless, He remains faithful”. Is that not great Sarah & Abraham could forever look at this child & when they would say his name Isaac they would be reminded that “when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Cor 12:10)    

 
By circumcising Isaac at eight days as he was told to do in 17:12, 23 they show that Isaac belongs to the Lord & not them. This will be further tested next week as Abraham is asked to place the child of promise upon the altar of sacrifice. 

Vs. 6-7 Sarah’s doubt has turned to joy as God has placed what the psalmist calls in 40:3  “a new song in my mouth; Praise to our God; Many will see it and fear, And will trust in the LORD.” Sarah has experienced something that she had lost hope of ever enjoying “motherhood” & in such a way as to show her & the world that God is a God of grace as He has done this marvelous work in spite of her failure to trust Him. Can you imagine the ladies at the well as Sarah came strolling up carrying Isaac? “Have you heard what the Lord has done for old Sarah?” “Sarah, the old barren woman who doesn’t trust God?” “Yeh, her, well God opened her womb at 90 & she gave birth to a healthy son named laughter even though she didn’t deserve him!”  


Allow me to drive home the point Christian; it is not our list of do’s & don’ts or even our great victories in Christ that causes the world to want to know the God that we worship. It’s when they see fallen missed up people who try as they might still fall on their faces & God loves them any way. Simple put, it is not our love for God that blows the mind of unbelievers rather it is His love for us! Paul said as much in Rom. 2:4 it’s “the goodness of God leads you to repentance.” You can tell that Sarah is blown out as Isaac suckles at her breasts, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? For I have borne him a son in his old age.” Who in deed Sarah? Well we know for certain who wouldn’t have said it, SARAH! Yet now because of God’s faithfulness all proclaim His glory! 

Vs. 8 Most likely three years have passed since the birth of Isaac as that was the customary time that a child would be weaned. This event is another great reason to have a celebration. I like that don’t you? I mean the life of the believer ought to be a series celebrations don’t you think. The world thinks that it has the corner market of parities, yet it takes substances to get out side of reality to celebrate. Why we Christians celebrate reality because we know Him Whose presence is brighter then the sun, who’s love can find the most insignificant life & make them feel as if they are the most important person that has ever lived. What do you say Christian, “let’s party”! 

Vs. 9 There were 13 years between the two brothers & it appears as though the change in Ishmael’s status with in the family was revealed by his actions towards Isaac. It is interesting to me that you will not read of their names together after this chapter until the 25 chapter as they together bury their father Abraham. The Hebrew puts it this way, “And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, always scoffing.” We are further helped in our understanding of Ishmael’s mocking of Isaac by Paul’s words in Gal 4:29 “he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit”.  The word “persecuted” in the Greek comes from the root word that means to “pursue aggressively” or to “aggressively cause another to suffer”. This was no some mean spirited name-calling instead it was a continual physical pursuit that was becoming increasingly serious. Paul’s words in Galatians indicate that what was behind this action was works verses grace & that Ishmael’s position of have earned his status was against Isaac’s which was by grace. The oldest battle in the affairs of man is always that of self-effort being opposed to grace. The world has no problem with religion in fact humanism is the world’s largest religion with man as its object of worship. What the world hates is faith that is based upon a relationship with God. Christianity is simply people who have trusted in God’s work on our behalf & not any of our own works! 

Vs. 10 Sarah makes it clear what she wants done & the reason for it, “Cast out this bondwoman and her son; for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, namely with Isaac.” It is difficult for us to read this verse with out remembering that this bound woman would not have had a son had it not been her suggestion (16:12). For 17 years Sarah was reminded of her attempt to obtain the promises of God in the energy of the flesh. She finally sees what God had tried to reveal to her all along that only the offspring born by way of grace can be heir of God’s promises there is no room for the work of the flesh! Here is where this speaks to us; we are prone think of salvation through grace alone but sanctification through a combination of grace & the work of the flesh. Paul makes it clear in Rom. 4:4 “Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt”, folks God will be a debtor to no man!

Vs. 11 Abraham loved Ishmael for 13 years he was the only son he had & the thought of ridding himself of the son of his self-effort mean that he had to trust God to take care of the son by way of grace. This is true in the spiritual realm as well as we have become accustom to maintaining our relationship with the Lord in the energy of the flesh.             Even though there may be no real fruit & living in Christ has become harsh & cold we have been doing things this way for so long we have so much time infested. No matter how many years we have tried to live our Christian life in the energy of the flesh it will never be pleasing to the Lord, just as Cain’s work was not a acceptable sacrifice. 

Vs. 12 God’s solution is that which Sarah suggested, “Get rid of the fruit of the flesh!” There will never be a peaceful coexistence between the old nature & a heart of grace. Works will always seek to earn the blessings that only grace can give! Notice God’s affirmation of this in the words, “in Isaac your seed shall be called.” The word “seed” is singular thus it speaks of Jesus & Isaac becomes a type of Jesus by way of which man will be saved. Salvation & sanctification is through the “Seed” of grace & not through the “seeds” of works & grace.  

Vs. 13 Here we see the mercy of God towards Ishmael based upon Abraham’s relationship with God through faith. Even though Ishmael was through the flesh of human effort God vows to bless him because of he is Abraham’s son. Now this points out the reality that much of God’s blessings upon our service is Him blessing not our 

self-effort but rather blessing our relationship by faith to Him. In other words it is not about what we have done it is all about what He has done for us! 

Vs. 14 At first light we see Abraham’s obedience & with it an inside look at what Abraham loves the most. Abraham loved Ishmael more then life but he shows that He loves the Lord greater still. Here is the application, “What do you love more then life?” What old fleshly habit do you keep holding on too? Are you waiting for it to leave on its own accord? Folks, the flesh with its habits won’t desire to die, instead you will need to get up early & send it away.


 At first glance it appears as though Abraham is being very tender as he sends them away until you realize that he was a very wealthy man & sends then away with only enough provisions to last a few days. The our view of Abraham turns from being compassionate to that of a crewel dictator. Why did he not give them camels to ride upon & loads of donkeys to carry supplies? The answer is in God’s promise of verse 13, Abraham trusted what God said but knew that Hagar & Ishmael did not know this. To teach them to be dependent upon man instead of God would be far more crewel. The lesson they would learn is that they must not trust in self-effort or that which man supplies but only in the Lord can they put their trust.  

III. Vs. 15-21 A lesson in trust

Vs. 15-16 Verse 14 described Hagar’s & Ishmael’s journey as “wandering” which suggests that it did not take long for them to use up their provisions. It was in this that Abraham was used to teach them the way to go to the One in who all blessings flow. Ishmael was most likely 17 years old when Hagar in her anguish threw him down by the shrub to die. 


She could not bare to be with him upon his death but as a mother could not be to far from his cries either. Many a parent has felt the pain of Hagar when their child has chosen the way the world instead of the way of God. She had gotten the end of herself with now hope in herself of resolving her despair, blinded by the situation, overwhelmed to the point of pity by her love for her son. Yet with that said back in chapter 16:10 she heard the angel of the Lord say, “I will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude.” That was God’s promise to her & her son 17 years ago & all she needed to do was recall upon God to remember His promise. But like the flesh & works she represents she can’t see it being done unless it is through their effort. An attitude of works can never comprehend anything being done by trusting God to do what He said He would, so when things go wrong there is only fear & despair. What a difference there is between Hagar & Abraham:

· Hagar looked her living son & saw death because she would not look at the living God.

· Abraham, looked at the living God through the deadness of his & Sarah’s bodies & saw life! 

Vs. 17 “God heard the voice of the lad.” Do you see that? The Lord calls out from heaven in response to Ishmael’s cries not Hagar’s doubt. God always hears the cry of a heart that wanders in the wilderness no matter whether their wandering is by their own doing or someone else’s. The words, “What ails you, Hagar?” is literally “What is this to you, Hagar?” is designed to open her heart to God’s love. You see Hagar loved her son to the point that it had blinded her to God’s love for her son. She is then reassured that God sees her son in his present condition & that she is not to fear. 

Vs. 18 God gives a threefold action plain to lift her spirits:

a. “Arise”: She had seated herself in despair & she need to change her mental position from doubt to trust. 

b. “Lift up the lad and hold him with your hand”: Hagar needed to move towards that which she feared (the death of her son) as it was this that brought doubt.  

c. “For I will make him a great nation”: Finally in the Lord’s affirmation of what he told her in chapter 16:10 she needed to see why she was in despair to begin with failure to trust His Word. 

Notice that her situation did not change until she responded in obedience. 

Vs. 19 As she responds to God word her eyes become open to the well of water. The spiritual truth is that the eyes of the heart must always be opened before we will see His provision for us. The Lord is always our only source of refreshment as we travel through the wilderness of this life. Is it not amazing to be so close to times of refreshment when we are dying of renewal & yet be blinded to it? 

Vs. 20 “So God was with the lad; and he grew and dwelt in the wilderness” thus the promises made to Hagar & Ishmael were fulfilled on the same basis as Sarah’s God’s faithfulness to keep His word & not their faithfulness to trust Him. Remember that we were told in chapter 16 that Ishmael would “be a wild man; His hand shall be against every man, And every man's hand against him.” Yet with that said the Lord was with him. He appears to have chosen to live in the wilderness & became an accomplished hunter. 

Vs. 21 Finally we are told that he made his home “Paran” which is the eastern part of the great wilderness of the Sinai Peninsula next to Egypt. It is in Egypt that Hagar finds a bride for her son thus the Ishmaelite are both the root & branch of the Egyptians not of the Arabs. Egypt is a picture of the world in scripture & thus Ishmaelite’s would take after their mother & not their father. What a contrast as faith moves steadily closer to God & the flesh moves away from grace & steadily closer to the world. 

IV.) Vs. 22-34 Water in a foreign land

Vs. 22 Now chronologically it appears as though this took place before the time of Hagar & Ishmael’s departure, which would put it some where after Isaac’s birth. Abimelech is a title meaning ruler & not a person’s name. He is accompanied by Phicol, which means mouth of all & was most likely a title of a person that commanded Abimelech’s army (Gen. 26:26). They come to make a treaty with Abraham based upon the observation that “God is with you in all that you do” as seen in the Lord’s work through the birth of Isaac. It seems to me that this statement suggests that their observation was made based upon seeing the Lord work in behalf of Abraham in everyday life. It is obvious as well that this statement was not based upon Abraham always being faithful & deserving God’s blessings yet God still poured out His blessings upon Abraham. In other words it was God that was with Abraham & not Abraham that was always with God that inspired them to make a treaty.

Vs. 23-26 It appears that the reason for this was that Abraham had not always treated Abimelech with honesty. The doors have been opened by Abimelech to mention a situation dealing with a well of water. It may have even been the well the Lord had showed Hagar. In a land with almost no rainfall wells were extremely valuable & ownership went to the one that dug it, thus it would have been Abraham’s. Abimelech seems to know nothing about the seizing of the well.

Vs. 27-34 An oath is made & ratified by the giving of seven lambs for a well that Abraham already owned. These well have been found 12 hours southwest of Hebron & back up what we see here. Here again we see the Lord fulfilling His promise as this is the first land that Abraham owned in the Land of promise the second will be in chapter 23 where he purchases a plot of land to bury Sarah. Abraham plants an “tamarisk” tree that is an evergreen, as a memorial of the peace the Lord had brought him based upon his relationship with Him. Here he calls upon the Everlasting God as he praises the God who does not change even when we are not faithful towards Him. 
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I.) Intro.

The 22nd chapter of Genesis is one of the most interesting chapters in the entire Bible. Interesting for several reasons:

· Theological: Does God ever ask us to do something that is contrary to His own character & nature?

· Practical: How would you respond if you were asked to kill your own child?

· Spiritual: What spiritual implications does this story have as seen in the NT?  

The answers to these questions may surprise us but more then that they ought to challenge us to take a journey of sacrifice.  

II. Vs. 1-10 A journey of sacrifice

Vs. 1 “Now it came to pass after these things”, sets the stage as to the timing of the event that Abraham is about to share with us. The phrases purpose us to get us to ask the question, “After what things?” The answer is after the events of chapter 21, which you will recall all centered around God keeping His promises. Remember that I said that even though there are three seemingly unconnected events each of the three dealt with God keeping His promise. So we could write above verse 1 of chapter 22, “After God showed that He always keeps His promises He tested Abraham!” How big is this to understanding this chapter? I dare say that with out it you would never be able to understand the events of this chapter. Allow me to sight two stories that reveal this:

a. L.A. Times columnist Jack Smith in his column said that if God told him to do this he would have told God to mind His own business. This seems to always be the response of people who don’t understand God’s Word.

b. Worse yet is the story of Andrew Cate who was sentenced to 60 years in prison after he was convicted of fatally shooting his two-year-old daughter. The reason for his action, he told the courtroom, was he expected the Lord to do a miracle & just like the Biblical story of Abraham & Isaac & stop him at the last moment so he could win his brother to Jesus. The purpose was not so that God would do a miracle in order for someone else might be saved. 

So the context is that of God “always keeping His promises” which leads me to the next thing that needs to be pointed out, the test was for Abraham’s benefit not the Lords. Yes I’m aware that the angel of the Lord says in verse 12 “for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” But look at the words, “God tested Abraham”, God knew what was in Abraham’s heart it was Abraham that did not yet know. 

In light of what God instructs Abraham to do with Isaac how does this square with James 1:13 “Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.” Some versions even use the word “tempted” in this verse instead of “tested”. The key to understanding this is to be found in the word “tested” which is “assayed or proved”. In other words God knew what Abraham was in character but it he still had to be proved or tested so that all including Abraham would see. So what's the difference between what God does here 

& what satan does? Well, God's tests are to bring out what is good & satan’s tests are to solicit us to do evil. Simply put God’s tests are designed for us to pass satan’s are aimed at us failing. So this “test” was not a test that would produce faith rather it was one that revealed faith. It is this fact that James speaks of as he uses this story in chapter 2:21-23 “Was not Abraham our father justified by works “when” he offered Isaac his son on the altar? Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God.” The word “when” in James 2:21 would better be rendered “in that”, thus it would read “Was not Abraham our father justified by works “in that” he offered Isaac his son on the altar?” We know that the words “In that” is the right translation based upon what James goes on to say, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” Abraham was not “justified by works” (saved) when he offered Isaac rather you will recall that this had happened in chapter 15:6 when He believed God about the promise of having a child approximately 40 years earlier. So what is James saying here? James is saying that the “proof or test” of Abraham having been justified or saved is to be seen in an obedient life. One in which the greatest example is 40 years after he had given his complete trust to God he proved it by laying that which he loved the most upon God’s altar. All that this test or proof did was show that Abraham only had one person on the throne of his heart & it was not Isaac! Abraham’s response is an immediate, “Here am I” which he will repeat two more times in this chapter.

It is appropriate that I say this right here & repeat it again. “The most difficult love to let go of is the one that you are most certain is a gift of God”. Yet with that said to place the promise above the promiser is the hardest form of idolatry to over come. 

Vs. 2 There are four things to note here in verse 2:

1. “Take now your son, your only son Isaac”: As far as the child of promise was concerned God declares to Abraham that he only had one son. What this points out is what is brought to our attention in the story of Cain & able, God never recognizes the offering of anything produced in the energy of our flesh. 

2. “Whom you love”: This is the first mention of the word love in the Bible & it is in reference of a father’s love for his son. Abraham is being asked to give the dearest love on earth he has to God. In so doing he will learn of the difference of loving God more then even His blessings! In each of the synoptic gospels the first time we read of love is God the Father calling down from heaven & saying, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” Then in John’s gospel the word “love”, which occurs more then any other book of the Bible, mentions the word for the first time in the very familiar third chapter verse 16. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not parish but receive ever lasting life!” Is that not amazing? It seems that “love” in the Bible is continually being defined as a “fathers” love for his only son. 

3. “Go to the land of Moriah, …on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you”: Moriah means “chosen by God” & this mountain range will one day the be the sight of the temple built by Solomon & rebuilt by Herod. The temple would be located where there was a threshing floor according to 1 Chron. 21:18-26. So? Well that means there had by prevailing winds which would be able to separate the wheat from the chaff. Geographically the temple mount is the lowest of the hills followed by the Mount of Olives the highest peak would be that of Calvary & it is here that tradition says that Abraham took Isaac.  

4. “And offer him there as a burnt offering”: The word’s “offer & burnt offering” come from the root word that means “to ascend or be high” & though slaying a sacrifice was implied God did not actually tell Abraham to slay His son. In the Mosaic Law this type of offering was known as a “sin offering” & signified a complete surrender to God. The animal was first slain by having it’s throat slit & then it would be cut up & quartered to be place upon the fire so that the smoke would ascend up towards heaven. 

So was God demanding a “human sacrifice”? The answer is simple by looking at what scripture says, you see you always interpret the difficult passages in light of the ones that are plain. In Deut. 12:31 we read “You shall not worship the LORD your God in that way; for every abomination to the LORD which He hates they have done to their gods; for they burn even their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods.” What God wanted was for Abraham to give spiritually what the sacrifice meant outwardly. So God spoke in terms physically that Abraham would comprehend the kind of surrender of the greatest  earthly love to the greatest love. It also must be understood that God knew that Abraham would not fully comprehend this thus he had already provided a ram. Simply put what God wanted was not Isaac’s life but rather Abraham’s heart. And in so obeying the Lord Abraham should to himself that Isaac “the promise” was not an idol in the way of God “the promiser”. Christian don’t miss this, “We must not ever trust in the promise above the Promiser”. 

Vs. 3 Here what is interesting there is not the slightest bit of hesitation on Abraham’s part, he seeks no other opinions, there is no argument from him towards God, no fleece or compromise. Know what else is missing in this text? We are not told how he felt about this. Why? Because obedience is not based upon how we feel. So what is it based upon? Well, Heb. 11:17-19 tells us; “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called," concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.” The short of it, Abraham’s obedience was based upon a five-letter word TRUST! He did not know how God was going to do it but He knew that God was going to do it & if need be God would raise his only son from the dead. The HOW & the WHY were not Abraham’s problem they were God’s. One persons put it this way, “We must never doubt in the dark what God has told us in the light!” So Abraham saddles up the donkey, split the wood by himself. Yeh so? Well notice that Abraham does not ask his servants to do what God had asked him? Here where I’m going with this we must not ask others to do what we have been told to do. Have you ever asked someone to step out in faith in an area that you yourself are not willing to do so? 

Vs. 4 Moriah was about 30 miles from where Abraham lived & it took three days for them to arrive. What a great picture we have of the resurrection as Isaac was dead to him from the moment God had told him to offer his only beloved son now three days have passed. 

Vs. 5 Two things of note here:

a. The words “young men & lad” are the same in the Hebrew & refer not to a small boy but rather to a young adult. How old? Well we know that in 23:1 that Sarah lived to be 127 & that she was 90 when Isaac was born which tells us that 37 years had passed from Isaac’s birth to Sarah’s death. I’m of the opinion that Isaac is 33 years old which would make him the same age as was our Lord at the time that He traveled this same hill. 

b. Second Abraham tells two young servants stay while he & Isaac go up on Calvary to worship. Then Abraham says something very interesting, “And WE will come back to you”. No one had ever came back from the dead but Abraham believes that God is able. They are going to worship the Lord after the third day of Isaac who is 33 being dead to his father upon a hill called Calvary & Abraham says, “Both of us are coming down the hill!” The only thing impossible in Abraham’s eyes was that of God breaking his promise of 21:12, “In Isaac your seed shall be called!” 

Vs. 6 Does this mean that some how knew that this was a test & that God would not require this of him? Well this verse answers this question with NO! How so? Well if Abraham knew that this was a test why the wood upon the back of Isaac? Why the knife in one hand & the fire in the other? Spurgeon wrote of this verse & said, “Abraham took the knife up that hill, he did not forget it. As he took that knife it was cutting into his own heart with every step they took yet he kept walking. Unbelief would have forgotten the knife or dropped it along the way but faith takes it & hangs on to it even though it is cutting your own heart deeper with each step!”  


Notice also the phrase, “and the two of them went together”, Isaac was 33 he could have easily over powered his father. Literally the phrase in Hebrew means “the two of them went in agreement.” In Heb. 10:5-7 we read speaking of Jesus “When He came into the world, He said: "Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure. Then I said, 'Behold, I have come; In the volume of the book it is written of Me; To do Your will, O God.” 

Vs. 7-8 Isaac asks a very good question “Where’s the lamb?” In the 13th verse we are told that a ram is caught in the thicket by its horns but a ram is not a lamb. Isaac understood that innocent blood must be shed for sinners to be able to approach God thus he asks about the provision for the sacrifice. Literally this phrase in Hebrew is “God will see the lamb for Himself”. Hundreds of years later a prophet named John the Baptist looked out across the Jordan river where he was baptizing & on the bank of the river answered Isaac’s question, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) You see there was another father’s son who would walk up that same hill at the same age with wood upon His back only there would be no ram caught in a thicket as God would provide Himself a Lamb. 

Vs. 9-10 It was not the twine that held Isaac as it would not be the nails that would hold the Son of God. No it was the love of his father that placed him on the altar atop the wood. So a Son lay a top the wood ready to be sacrificed & a father with a knife in his hand was ready to take his son but God will provide a sacrifice. Here is where we are going with this picture: “Abraham displayed his heart towards God by willing laying his son upon the altar, but God also displays His love towards a sinful world by placing His son upon the altar of the cross.” As God spoke to Abraham in verse 12 “now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” We too can say to Him, “Now I know that you love me, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”  
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I.) Intro.

II. Vs. 11-24 God will provide Himself

I.) Intro.

In three short days people will gather in their homes anxiously waiting to see what gift lies for them under the tree. Yet as we saw last week what they need to see more then anything else is what “Gift lie on a tree”. The story of Abraham’s offering of Isaac provides such an opportunity for us to appreciate the “Gift” of the incarnation or birth of Christ in a way in which we can experience the its true value. Last week we left off with Abraham walking up the hill of Calvary with his son Isaac in total agreement. Abraham builds an altar arranges the wood in order, binds his son & places him atop the altar. Now the binding of Isaac was not to keep him from getting away any more then it was the nails that kept our Lord on the cross. How do we know this? Well think about it if Isaac wanted not to be placed upon the altar he would have never allowed his father to tie him up to begin with. So what was it that kept Isaac on the altar? The love of his father!  

II. Vs. 11-24 God will provide Himself

Vs. 11 This verse reveals that Abraham was completely willing to act upon the Word of the Lord, else why did the angel of the Lord have to stop him. Here is the point; “God takes the heart before He takes the action”. Or to put it another way He takes the “will for the deed”. When God sees that we are truly willing to obey no matter what the consequences He will often not require the sacrifice. A lot of folks want to know the will of God before they act. It is interesting to me that God looks at it from the opposite way, as He wants to see if we will act before He will let us know in which way we are to do so! The knife never needed to go into Isaac as God saw the heart of Abraham as he lived towards God as if nothing else mattered. Now which one of these two, Abraham or Isaac was living as a martyr? I suppose you could make the argument that both were but for the purpose of the text we know that Abraham was so living as if nothing but obeying the Lord was important. 


Hey look at something else in this verse, who is it that stops Abraham? The angel of the Lord! Now you will recall back in several chapters of Genesis that the “angel of the Lord” came before Abraham & in each case this was a theophany or christophany which is a preincarnate manifestation of Jesus. So? Well then who is it that stops Abraham? It is none other then Jesus, do you get this? Abraham is taking his son his only beloved son up to Calvary with wood upon his back to be a sin offering in obedience to the Lord & the Lord Jesus says, “Abraham, Abraham, don’t touch your son for I know what lies upon the throne of your heart! And one day the world will know what lies on the throne of My Fathers & My heart!” Still don’t see the picture? Abraham had said to Isaac that “God will see the lamb for Himself” & yes there was a ram in the thicket but there was also a Lamb there who would take away the sins of not just Abraham & Isaac but the whole world! 

Vs. 12 Abraham’s actions revealed what was his true heart towards the Lord which He already knew but which Abraham now knew for himself. His offering of Isaac in obedience to God’s word was not because he thought if he didn’t God would punish him instead it should that Abraham understood God’s character of faithful, unchangeable, merciful & full of loving kindness. How do we know this? Well again the NT gives us the answer as we read in Hebrews 11:19 that Abraham “concluded that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead”. It doesn’t say that Abraham concluded that if he didn’t do as God had said he would squash him like a bug! 


When God asked Abraham for the greatest demonstration of love & commitment, He asked Abraham for his only son. Why? Why not ask for Sarah his wife, I mean his sister? Ok I see why God did not ask for Sarah but why not all the possessions he owned. Well Hebrews 11:9 we are told that “he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country dwelling in tents”. Simply put possessions were not what was nearest his heart, what was nearest his heart was the child of promise. Now fallow me on this, when you stop & think about it there is only one thing that could ever be placed upon the altar & that is the promise God has made towards us. Here is what I mean, back in Genesis 3:15 God spoke to Adam & Eve concerning a child of promise that would restore fellowship between God & man. Though Abraham did not fully understand it as he spoke in response to Isaac’s inquiry as to a lamb, God was placing Isaac & through Isaac Jesus upon the altar showing all what one day He would do for all of mankind. Yes, we can look at the baby in a manger & say to the Father as Jesus said to Abraham, “for now I know that you love me, since you have not withheld your Son, your only Son, from me.” 

Vs. 13 Notice here that God still required a sacrifice. God did not say, “Hey Abraham you are a real good person & you have proved that to Me so that’s enough!” Instead there was still a sacrifice only the Lord provided this one. Now in this substitute Abraham looked up & saw a ram instead of a man. Yet as Jesus was there Abraham could well of looked into the future redemption of all of mankind & saw a Man instead of a lamb! 

I’m reminded of the scene in heaven in Revelation chapter 5 as the apostle John is taken to the throne where an angel asks all those in heaven “Who is worthy to open the scroll & to lose it’s seals?” As John looks out we are told that he sees no one in heaven or earth or under the earth worthy to open the scroll. Now we know the scroll is the title deed to the earth which would reverse the curse of the fall. So John saw the prophets of old, Isaiah, Jeremiah, he saw the patriarchs Adam, Abraham & Moses. Why he even saw those followers of Jesus that had proceeded him in death, Peter & Paul, yet no one came forward to take back the earth that was lost so he wept uncontrollably. Now my reaction to reading this is, “John, come on now you know that only Jesus is worthy to do this, look for Jesus.” It appears as though this is what the angel has to say in verse 5 as he tells John, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” So I’ve got to wonder as it says that John looked in heaven on earth & even under the earth & did not see Jesus. So why did he not see Jesus “the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David?” The 6th verse reveals the answer “And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain”. Jesus was there all along but John was not understanding what it was that had shown that Jesus was worthy to take back the earth from the curse of sin. That is what Paul proclaims in 2 Cor. 5:21 “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

Think of the emotions that Abraham must have went through when he lifted his eyes & looked behind him & saw the ram caught by its horns in a thicket. Isaac was dead to him, thus the hopelessness of this moment was no doubt heavy upon his heart, he had believed according to the NT that God was able to raise Isaac from the dead & figuratively this is what God did in providing a substitute sacrifice. There is one other thing I need to draw your attention too & that is we are told that the ram was caught by its horns. In Scripture the horns are always a symbol of strength & power. As this relates to Jesus we see that Jesus was held by His strength & power upon the cross & it would be this same strength & power that would raise him from the dead.

Vs. 14 Now one would think that Abraham would of named this hill later to be called Calvary, trial hill or agony hill but that is not what he calls it. No instead he aptly names it “The Lord will provide” mount, or as the Hebrew renders it “Jehovah Jireh”. Thus it bears the name that testifies of God’s intervention speaking to the truth of God’s presence & provision in providing the Lamb of God in His only begotten Son. Moses interjects by saying that during his day it was known as God’s provision Mountain. Think of that as people would go by that place they would say, “That’s the place where God provided Himself a sacrifice” not knowing that it would the same place that God would provide His only Son as our sacrifice for our sin. 


There is something else I want to draw our attention to & that is that according to verse 4 all of this has taken place after the 3rd day. Yeh so? Well in 1 Cor. 15 3-4 Paul is writing to the Corinthians concerning the importance of the resurrection & says,  “I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures”. The key phrase is “that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures”. You can search the scriptures in the OT to find a reference to the resurrection happening on the 3rd day & you won’t find one except for this one picture in Isaac. Isaac was reckoned dead the moment God gave the command to take him to Calvary & thus he was made alive “raised” after the third day. 

Vs. 15-16 Here we are told that the Lord swears or takes an oath to Himself. It is this incident that the author of Hebrews in chapter 6 refers to saying, “when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself,

Saying, "Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.” The point in doing this is to give assurance to Abraham & us. You see when God who is truth & con not lie promises to Himself to do what He has said it is like saying “I guarantee it!” It just goes to show you that you can never out give God when you just give Him your heart! 

Vs. 17-18 Look at the phrase “in blessing I will bless you”, in other words I’m going to bless you in the same way as I have said before but I’m going to do so in away that will exceed what you could ever ask or imagine! In these two verses the Lord gives three promises to Abraham:

a. “I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore”: In chapter 15:5 God promised Abraham descendents that would be as the stars in heaven, now God says that they will be as the sand on the seashore. Some bored mathematician calculated this both as 10 to the 25th power. Now this speaks of you & I as we are grafted into this by faith.  

b. “Your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies”: The gate of a city was they key to controlling the whole city, thus the idea is that those who have the Lord on the throne of their heart will never have to be concerned about being helpless as God is our help!

c. “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice”: The idea here is that all who trust the Lord as Abraham proved will be blessed. This is rewarded to us on the bases of God’s grace.

Vs. 19-24 The final section in this chapter speaks of Rebekah’s descendents. Rebekah you will recall is going to be Isaac’s wife. Now what makes this interesting to me is verse 19 as it says, “So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.” Yeh so? Well we know that Abraham sacrificed a ram instead of Isaac but there is no mention of Isaac coming down the hill only Abraham. I’m not suggesting that He didn’t because we are told 24th chapter that Abraham sends his servant “Eliezer” to find a bride from among the people mentioned in the final five verses of chapter 22. So why doesn’t Abraham mention Isaac coming down the hill which he by faith believed would & clearly does in chapter 24? 


Let me suggest to you some thing that is real cool: What happened after Jesus rose from the dead? Well he ascended to the Father where we are told that he is preparing a place for us His bride & one day soon He is going to come & get us so that we will be with Him forever. Here’s what we see in this passage Isaac is not mentioned as leaving from Calvary & instead Abraham speaks to us about Isaac’s bride’s family. Then in chapter 24 Abraham (Isaac’s father) sends his servant “Eliezer” to bring the bride back to his son. With me so far? Well guess what “Eliezer” name means? It means comforter! Wow! This passage is placed here as a picture of what we as the bride of Christ is waiting for, the Son to send the comforter to come & get us to be with Him. Folk’s is this not a great Christmas story. It reminds me of something I read the other day. A parent had a child that was in a 2nd grade school play. Amazingly the public school had allowed some of the Christmas songs to be sung. The played centered upon the words Christmas Love & he students sang a little song describing things that illustrated Christmas Love. Obviously what they left out was Jesus. So as they sang the song each letter stood for what they felt was indicative of Christmas love. All was going well until the little girl that was holding the “M” in Christmas started fidgeting she got the letter turned upside down so that it was a “W”. All the students, teachers & parents were trying to get here to turn it back to a “M” but she just thought that they were enjoying the play. The final part of the play came when all the letters were put together to spell out the words “Christmas Love” but instead spelled out “Christ was Love”! May this Christmas we all understand that Christ was love & the greatest gift is not one under the tree but rather the One that was on the tree!       
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I.) Intro.

The next two chapters of Genesis we will look at two events that draw families together, a funeral & a wedding. A whole chapter is given to the burial of Sarah & like most of Abraham’s life he does so with trust in the Lord. There are few things that bring more emotion & confusion into a life then the death of a loved one so it is appropriate to look at who a person of faith handles grief.  

II. Vs. 1-9 A resting place for Sarah

Vs.1 Literally this reads “And the life of Sarah was 127 years, the years of the life of Sarah.” She is the only women in scripture whose age & death are recorded in scripture. She lived some 37 years after the birth of Isaac & 60 years with Abraham in the land of promise. Although there are many godly examples of women in the Bible Sarah shines above them all including Mary the mother of our Lord who we call blessed. Sarah is the only woman in who women are admonished to follow as an example.

a. Isa 51:1-2 “Listen to Me, you who follow after righteousness, You who seek the LORD: Look to the rock from which you were hewn, And to the hole of the pit from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father, And to Sarah who bore you; For I called him alone, And blessed him and increased him.”

b. 1 Peter 3:3 NLT “Don't be concerned about the outward beauty that depends on fancy hairstyles, expensive jewelry, or beautiful clothes. You should be known for the beauty that comes from within, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is so precious to God. That is the way the holy women of old made themselves beautiful. They trusted God and accepted the authority of their husbands. For instance, Sarah obeyed her husband, Abraham, when she called him her master. You are her daughters when you do what is right without fear of what your husbands might do.”

In Eccl 7:1 We are told that “A good name is better than precious ointment, And the day of death than the day of one's birth”. Solomon’s point is that there are two time for certain that your name will be mentioned at your birth & at your death & what is thought of concerning your name at death is the way it will be remembered. Sarah’s named in scripture is remembered well! 


In light of the fact that most woman don’t like to mention their age here with Sarah it appears to be an honor. What was significant about Sarah was not her outward beauty (though we are told she was quite attractive) but rather her inward beauty. We live in a beauty obsessed society in which young girls seek to emulate their movie, music & model stars. In my opinion we teach young women far too much about outward beauty & not enough about the beauty that does not fade. Far too much time & money is spent on packaging while what is inside is ugly! We need to encourage our daughters to become like Sarah & our sons to marry Sarah’s! Recent insurance actuary tables indicate that pastors, their wives & employees live longer then the rest of the work place. In other words spend time on the inner beauty of the heart & not only will you look & feel better you will live longer. 

Vs. 2 Sarah died in the city of Arba better know as Hebron the “city of treaty”. They had been absent from this location for some 40 years, although some believe they lived in two locations the other being Beersheba (22:19). This is the first time we are told in scripture that a man wept. He was not afraid to show the loss he felt for a loved one. Every time we weep over the loss of a believer we show three things:

a. That love is a gift & a privilege we have had in sharing it with another

b. That death is an enemy which will one day lose it’s sting

c. That the reason we are temporarily separated is because of sin

With that sad our weeping is not as the world which weeps with at hope but rather as only a temporary loss awaiting a greater reunion. Paul wrote to the Thess. 4:13-14 “I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.” 

Vs. 3-4 Though we are told that Abraham wept his sorrow did not go beyond his understanding as he takes care in finding a place where her body can be placed. He tells the sons of Heth that he is a foreigner & a sojourner among them. That is he lived as a person with no fixed habitation, living on land that which in the worlds eyes belonged to someone else. Yet in requesting a burial place he is indicating that this is the home for his descendents. This becomes the second piece of land in which Abraham purchased, (the first being the well in chapter 21). Scripture indicates that 6 people would be buried their including the bones of Joseph that he requested the nation to take with him when they left 400 years after coming to Egypt. Yet with that said prior to Joshua coming back with the nation the only people who lived on owned land were those that had died. What a great picture this is for us who like Abraham are “waiting for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” We two may be laid to rest in a plot of ground, which is not our final destination. Jesus told us as much in John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” 

Vs. 5-9 The sons of Heth first offer the land for free, which was a normal way of bargaining. This was rejected then an inflated price was then offered to which the bargaining began. Yet notice that Abraham does not bargain & offers to pay full price. The Christian ought to do business the way in which Abraham did so:

a. Vs. 7 Politely “bowed himself to the people of the land”: Remember that Abraham was a wealthy & powerful man yet he dealt with the world in a manner of humility. Manners can not be underestimated in our dealings with the world as they are watching us all the time. Having spent many years in the Jewelry business I can tell you that by far & away the worst customers I dealt with as far as rudeness were always church goers.   

b. Vs. 8 Prudently “If it is your wish that I bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, and meet with Ephron the son of Zohar for me”. Abraham was not wishy washy his yes meant yes & he was man that honored his word. Again I need to say that this was not my experience with many of those that said they were believers.

c. Vs. 9 Properly “Let him give it to me at the full price, as property for a burial place among you.” Finally Abraham was willing to pay full price. I just hear Christians say to fellow believers “Hey brother since I go to Church why not give me a deal?” My response was always; “Since you go to Church I go to Church why don’t you may pay me double?”   

One of the greatest witnesses to the fact that we live in a fallen world is seen in that people have title deeds to cemetery plots. People own a patch of dirt in which to receive our dust. Grace has something far greater then a place to place our bones. Abraham purchases land not just to house Sarah’s remains but for a future for his descendents. The cool thing for a believer is that all we end purchasing is an empty whole in the ground.  

III. Vs. 10-20 Possessing a promise

Vs. 10-13 The sons of Heth continue to try to bargain even though Abraham has already offered full price. He again bows himself before them in an act of humility taking the low road instead of the haughty one. His way of doing business is not in the way of the world but rather in the way of faith. We ought not ask to pay less then what something is worth. 

Vs. 14-16 Ephron does not ask to be paid the price but rather states the amount that the land is worth & says not to worry about it. Still Abraham believes that you can’t out give the Lord & when you think about it 50,000 for the nation of Israel was a small amount to pay. I can only imagine the amazement of the sons of Heth as Abraham says nothing & only weighs out the amount. Notice that it as in the currency of the merchants, which was a higher standard then what other would pay. 

Vs. 17-18 The completion of the sale has happened & Abraham now owns by title what by faith was already his. This was not for him but for those who would live after him. I love this because we are told in Eph. 1:13-14 that we too “were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.” 


What’s neat here is as we are told the details of what was included in the land that it was insight of Mamare the place of “vision”. So Abraham would look out his tent door to where Sarah’s body rested & by faith he knew that this was not where she was. 

Vs. 19-20 Abraham would 60 years in the land of promise as a nomad, but before he dies he gives a gift to all who would follow him as a sign the he possessed the land already by faith & that one day God would bring it to fruition. Thus we will read of Joseph in the 2nd to last verse of Genesis speaking to the children of Israel concerning his burial, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.” And sure enough in Exodus 13:19 we are told that “Moses took the bones of Joseph with him”. Finally in Joshua 24:32 we are told that “The bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel had brought up out of Egypt, they buried at Shechem, in the plot of ground which Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for one hundred pieces of silver, and which had become an inheritance of the children of Joseph.” It would take hundreds of years for all of this & we too wait for our Joshua to take our bones to the land of promise, the land of our inheritance. All we can say is what the apostle John said in Revelation 22:20 “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!”  

Genesis

“In The Beginning God”

11:10 – 25:11 The history of Abraham

Genesis 24:1-27

“A bride for the only begotten Son”

I.) Intro.
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III. Vs. 14-27 Seven characteristics of the bride

I.) Intro.

It might interest you to find out that God enjoys a “good love story”, there is Adam & Eve, Joseph & Mary just to name of few. Jesus’ first miracle was preformed at a wedding & I like to say that He has been performing miracles every time He has been invited to a wedding since. Out of the 50 important chapters in Genesis, chapters where we read about creation & mankind’s fall, the largest chapter (67 verses) is dedicated to yet another of God’s creations a love story the finding of a bride for Abraham’s son Isaac. At the time of this chapter Abraham is 140 years old & Sarah has been dead some three years. This chapter also serves as a bridge from Abraham who we have been focusing in on since chapter 11 to Isaac his son who will occupy our attention from chapter 24-26. In looking at Isaac’s life he has three major events which parallel Jesus’ life:

a. His birth = Jesus’ incarnation

b. His offering as a sacrifice = Jesus’ death & resurrection

c. His marriage = Jesus’ wedding with His bride  

I believe you can look at these 67 verses from three different perspectives & each have value & merit:

· Prophetic: Isaac is the child of promise to which one day Jesus would be born, so the mirage of Isaac is important as it shows God’s redemptive plan moving through generations as well as the care in which God takes in selecting a bride for the lineage of the Messiah. 

· Picturesque: The marriage of Isaac is a typology of what God the Father does in getting a bride (the Church) for His Son. In fact in revelation 21:9 we are even called the bride of Christ. In Romans 7:4 Paul reminds the Church that we have “be married to another; to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.” 

· Practical: The marriage of Isaac is important as it reveals to us just how important marriage is to God. So as we shall see God is keenly interested in us becoming & finding the right person so that we would be united together. Folks, great marriages don’t just happen they are made. They are not just consequences of marrying the right person they are instead the result of working hard to become the right person.  

II. Vs. 1-14 A servants search for the bride

Vs. 1-3a The words “well advanced in age” suggests that the aging process in Abraham

Was becoming more visible. It is also interesting to note the commentary put in here “and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things.” God had promised Abraham many things & had fulfilled all but one, “the becoming a great nation”. Yes, he had been blessed with a son of promise but Isaac had not yet married even though he is around 40 years of age. Based upon God’s past faithfulness Abraham is confident of the Lords ability to keep this promise.  


The oldest servant in Abraham’s house based upon 15:2 would have been Eliezer who had served Abraham some 60 years. Now as we saw in chapter 22 Eliezer’s name means “comforter” & he is an obvious parallel to the Holy Spirit. Thus we can easily think of the typology of the Father desiring a bride for His only begotten Son who though having died has been raised to life. The work of the comforter is an interesting one as it is He who selects the bride following the word of the Father & magnifies the Son in her sight. It is He who makes sure that the bride has the right characteristics to be brought to the Son. And finally it is He who showers her with gifts in preparation to be wed. Is that not great? 


The placing of the servant’s hand on the thigh of Abraham was a symbolic gesture that reveals how important to Abraham that Isaac’s bride is not from the world. It is interesting to me that in today’s thought “good people” go to heaven. The fact is that only those who are Christ’s bride are to be in heaven. Folk’s let us remember that heaven is not where “good people” go after they die. No it is where redeemed sinners go to be married to their groom! God places a great deal upon marriage:

1. First as we shall see he places importance upon the bride in becoming the right person for marriage.

2. Secondly He places importance upon marrying the right person, that is to say not marrying a nonbeliever. 

Vs. 3b-6 Abraham does not want Isaac to take for himself a Canaanite women to be his wife. Here then is the point, “Whose family do you belong too?” “Are you from God’s family or the family of the Canaanites?” If we are from the family of God then we ought not to be looking to be married to a Canaanite but rather one from the family of God. Thus the best thing we can do is prepare our heart for the time when God will bring us a godly spouse. There have been far too many believers who have practiced missionary dating & marriages with the idea that some how they will be able to transform the person of Canaan. The results are almost always the same the Canaanite leads the follower of God away from the worship of the Lord & into idolatry. Abraham did not want a bride form those  “among whom I dwell”. In other words Abraham was IN the world but not OF the world & he did not want his son to be married to some one OF the world. 


Here is something else to look at in verse 4, notice that even though Isaac is forty years old he is not to leave the land of promise. Here’s my point we who have been called out of the world must not return to it. So the servant of Abraham asks a natural question, “What if I can’t find a woman who will go with me, can I take Isaac to the woman?” Let me suggest two things based upon their conversation as it relates to finding a spouse:

1. It is utmost importance that we choose a spouse who is in total spiritual agreement with yourself. 

2. Second, make sure that this spouse has the same heart towards a relationship with God. This is seen in her having to separate from her family & world, thus leaving her old life behind.

Nothing is ever gained through compromise; thus Abraham says you can count on God.              

Let me suggest to us three principals found in this chapter that show how best to prepare for marriage be that to our spouse or as the bride of Christ.

Three Principals to Prepare for Marriage  

1. Vs. 1 Maturity in the Lord: Remember here that Isaac is around 40 years old his mother Sarah has been dead three years & his father Abraham is around 140. Yet it is not Isaac who goes out to find his bride it is his father Abraham who leads the way. Abraham who had taken Isaac, the love of his life & placed him upon the altar, Abraham who had learned to trust God instead of himself. I believe the best way a person can prepare for marriage is growing in their personal relationship with God. Perhaps this is why the text lays it out that Abraham & not Isaac went out to find a bride. 

2. Vs. 2a Led by the Spirit: Abraham seeks out his “oldest servant” for the task of going to find a bride. Again according to chapter 15:2 that would have been a guy by the name of Eliezer “comforter “ who had served Abraham 60 years. Perhaps you will remember the words of Jesus in John 14:16-17 where He prays to the Father that He would give them another “Comforter”, that He may be with them forever, even the Spirit of truth. Notice here that he had complete authority over Abraham’s entire house. Again I suggest to you that if you want have a glorious marriage it will be very important to allow the “Comforter” (Holy Spirit) to have complete control over your entire house. 

a. Vs. 2b-3 The importance of the being mature & being led by the Spirit is further emphasized by the oath that Abraham had Eliezer make concerning not to chose a woman form among the Canaanites. Abraham wanted to make sure that his son would not marry a non-believer. Simply put Isaac’s choice for a bride ought to be from a woman that loved God & not from one that loved the world. 

3. Vs. 4-9 Trust & obeys the Lord: In verse four Abraham tells Eliezer to go & get a wife for Isaac, as if you can find one on the shelf at Target. So Eliezer naturally asks the question, “What if I find a woman but she won’t go with me can I take Isaac?” Kind of “If the woman won’t come to Isaac can Isaac go to the woman?” Abraham’s answer is very definite NO. So what does this tells us? Well I suggest to you that preparing for marriage involves simple trust in God. But this is not just trusting God when it seems as if everything is going to work out is easy. You see Eliezer wanted to see if he could bend the rules a little, to which Abraham replies, “No way!” Learning to trust & obey God no matter what is absolutely essential in marriage. Abraham is saying, “You can count on God I know this because He has guided me this far so he will lead you to the right Gal for Isaac.” 

So we too ought to seek to Grow in these three things: 

· Mature in the Lord
· Led by the Spirit
· Trust & obeys the Lord
Vs. 10-20 From verse 9 on to the end of this chapter the word “master” appears 22 times, man what a picture this is of the Holy Spirit who according to Jesus’ words in John 16:13-14 “will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.” It is always the work of the Holy Spirit top bring the lost bride to the Son by glorifying the Father & the Son.

The story continues with Eliezer packing his 10 camels with his master’s goods & traveling on a long journey to find a bride. I kind of like the picture of this don’t you? The “comforter” Eliezer, took with him gifts to give the bride as a deposit guaranteeing the brides inheritance. Sound familiar? It is what we are told in Eph. 1:14 “the Holy Spirit of promise, is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.” 

Vs. 11-13 Finally Eliezer arrives outside the city gate with 10 thirsty camels & no plan to determine how to spot the right qualities in a bride for Isaac. So what does he do? Well he prays & then in the prayer God gives five qualities to look for to see if she is a woman that is mature in the Lord, lead by the Spirit & trust & obeys Him. These five qualities are all found in verse 14 with the corresponding answers found in verse 15-20: “Now let it be that the young woman to whom I say, 'Please let down your pitcher that I may drink,' and she says, 'Drink, and I will also give your camels a drink'; let her be the one You have appointed for Your servant Isaac. And by this I will know that You have shown kindness to my master.” Eliezer asked for signs that would be remarkable but not impossible for a woman to fulfill. He did not ask in presumption for something that would have had to be a miracle but rather something that would indicate a heart for God. 

III. Vs. 14-27 Seven characteristics of the bride

Is not God good as He has prepared this before Eliezer is done praying? Rebekah comes upon the scene & she is the 2nd generation from Abraham’s brother or if you will Isaac’s 2nd cousin. She has her pitcher upon her shoulder. 

1. Unselfish: Vs. 14,17-19 These camels drank up to 20 gallons each, which meant that this was well over an hour’s worth of work. This was no small act of kindness folks. Let me just say that as we are called to be the bride of Christ we too will live a life of service towards others an unselfish life, one dedicated to serving the Groom by way of the Holy Spirit.

2. Courteous: Vs. 18 tells us that when Eliezer saw her & made his request she responded with the words, “drink my lord”. There was a softness & a brokeness in the way she replies to Eliezer. It is one thing to do the act & another to do it with a right heart. Rebekah demonstrated that she had not only wanted to serve she did so with a right heart.

3. Ready to serve: Vs. 15, 19, 22 tells us that her pitcher was on her shoulder & she did just as Eliezer had hoped as she offered to serve him in watering the camels as well. It was not enough that she was willing to start the task it was important to see if she would finish it as well. You see a good many of us Christians will have a right heart to start the task but will we complete it when we have five more smelly camels to go?   

4. Cheerful: Vs. 18, 20 If Rebekah gave water she would have to draw water  which in saying she would do so reveals two things concerning her cheerfulness:

a. Word: First, she was not the type to say, “Get it your self or How much are you going to pay me?” Her service reveals that she was cheerful in that she was willing to share herself with others. 

b. Deed: Second, she reveal a cheerful heart in that she waited until all had finished drinking. In other words her cheerfulness was not lip service it was in her heart as she did noting ½ way.   

5. Good shape: Do the math up to 20 gallons of water per camel 10 camels is 200 gallons which means that she was drawing & carrying a lot of water. Just assume for a moment that she carried the water in a 5-gallon container that would mean that she carried 40 pounds 4 times per camel or 40 times which would add up 1,600 pounds. What this speaks to me is that a heart of a bride desires always to be in good shape for the groom. Do you see what I’m saying? Obviously this is a great picture of staying in good physical shape but it speaks to me as the bride of Christ that we ought to make it our aim to stay in great spiritual shape with the Lord as well. Is it not interesting that it is our “service” with a right heart that helps keep us in great shape?    

6. Very beautiful: Vs. 16a Now this tells me that she was attractive both on the outside but most importantly on the inside. If you will when you saw her she caught your eye but when you met her you found that her beauty was not just skin deep. This makes me think of the fact that we will be presented as the bride of Christ with out a spot or a blemish. How so? Well because He has made us beautiful in His time! Saint’s God has never made anything ugly that includes you & I. It is weird to me that the world place outward beauty at the top of the list in what to look for instead of what’s inside. Christians our beauty ought to be from the inside that radiates to the outside & never the other way around. 

7. Virgin: Vs. 16b She had lived a life separated to God & thus she was pure in her life. A set apart heart is always seen in a set apart life style. By the way guys this verse is for us as well. Is this not great? If we are ready to be with the Groom then we will demonstrate as much by keeping ourselves pure in Him.      

Vs. 22-27 Finally I want you see what Eliezer has to say after he has found the women who has prepared herself for marriage. “Praise be to the LORD, the God of my master, Abraham. The LORD has been so kind and faithful to Abraham, for he has led me straight to my master's relatives.” Simply put he recognized that the work of guiding & preparing the heart for marriage was all the Lord’s work. He shows this by placing a ring upon her nose that weighed ¼ ounce & bracelets all fit for the bride. All this spoke to her that her groom was very wealthy something that she had no idea to start with. 


Eliezer asks two more questions which she must answer to be the right person:

a. “Whose daughter are you?” Now obviously these question are designed to find out her origin & belief. Here is what I see in this, “Do you love the Lord?” Who’s daughter are you? Are you in love with the world or with the Lord? Such a great question is it not? You can not be the bride if you are not His child.   

b. “Tell me, please, is there room in your father's house for us to lodge?” This question has to do with whether Rebekah has room for Eliezer to stay with her. Remember now that Eliezer name means “comforter” & he is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. So then the Holy Spirit is asking if there is room for Him in her heart. Not buying it? Well then ask your self who is the “Us” that he speaks of? I believe that he is speaking of himself & Isaac. 

There is only one thing left for them to do, worship the Lord for His faithfulness in finding a bride for the Son of promise. May we too be prepared for the groom!      
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I.) Intro.

Last week we began our study through the 24th chapter of Genesis by observing the many different ways in which this chapter can speak to our hearts:    

· Prophetically: As it shows God’s redemptive plan moving through generations as well as the care in which God takes in selecting a bride for the lineage of the Messiah.

· Picturesque: Of what God the Father does in getting a bride (the Church) for His Son.

· Practical: The marriage of Isaac is important as it reveals to us just how important marriage is to God.

One author put it this way “Rebekah is the perfect typology of the Church consider this: She was thought of before she knew it & chosen before she knew she was to be married to the groom. Her future husband had a miraculous birth & was the only Son. He passed through sacrifice & was raised from the dead all before she knew him. The father sent a helper to seek out a bride for his son & he wooded her not for himself but for the son bring gifts as a pledge of future inheritance. She obeyed the call to be wed to a son she had never seen separating herself from the world & traveling with the helper to the son that had loved her before she loved him.” How great is our God?  

II. Vs. 28-49 An offer she could not refuse

Vs. 28-29 I love this, as Rebekah wastes no time in running home to tell them the exciting news. In verse 27 Eliezer the servant of Abraham says something interesting concerning being guided by the Lord, “being on the way, the LORD led me”. Do you see that? A lot of times we want to be led by the Lord but we try to do so with out moving. I like this Eliezer had no idea what & how God was going to accomplish finding a bride for Isaac but he knew that he had to be moving for the Lord to lead. Simply put it is always easier to steer a moving vehicle then it is a parked car! So lets all get going so the Lord can lead us! 


Here is the first time we are introduced to this character Laban Rebekah’s brother We shall see only a hint of his character here but in chapter 31:30 we will see that he worships idols. 

Vs. 30 What impressed Laban was the nose ring & bracelets on his sister thus his motive for hospitality had dollar signs. There are a lot of folks like Laban who are attracted not to the wealth in Christ but rather the wealth of the world as seen in possible business contacts that lie in the Church. So they join a Church (usually the largest in town) in order to fleece the flock of God. 


Notice the words of Rebekah, “Thus the man spoke to me," that he went to the man. And there he stood by the camels at the well.” The Helper pursues us with the Father & the Son’s love but He will only come into dwell with those that invite Him in. Eliezer did not come & break down the door & neither will the Lord kick down the door of our hearts. Jesus said in Rev. 3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” 

Vs. 31 Laban uses the right terminology in saying, “Come in, O blessed of the LORD!” The word Lord here is Yahweh the covenant name for God but with Laban if Eliezer had been Chinese he would have said, “Come in, O blessed of Buddha!” Just because someone uses Christian jargon & words does not mean that they follow God. The other day I had one of those traveling salesmen come to my door. I had just gotten home from work & still had my Calvary Chapel Merced shirt on, his opening line as he looked at my chest was, “God bless you sir!” Laban is a type of person in the world who will pay homage to the God of Christians & even claim they are part of the body of Christ. They do so not because they want the God we proclaim, no they want the blessings we have because of our relationship with Him.

Vs. 32-33 What a contrast Eliezer (helper or comforter) is to Laban. Eliezer comes into their home & only wants to speak of another. Is that not great the servant has come to take the things of his master & make them known to others? He will not eat or rest until he has done so! He has a singular focus to get a bride for his master & nothing will interfere with his calling not even personal needs & comforts. Not only is that the work of the Holy Spirit according to John 16:13-15 it is also the primary work of all God’s servants. We are not here to correct the moral decay of the world, to straighten out the social evils but rather we are to speak to the world the Person & purpose of the Son. Paul told the Corinthians this in the 15th chapter saying, “I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved”.  

Vs. 34-49 Here we see Eliezer retell the story, that we read last week, to Rebekah & her household. As we read his retelling of this event notice the three things that he speaks of: 

1. Vs. 34-35 He speaks of Abraham & his many blessings. Essentially he declares that Abraham is, great, wealthy & powerful. So? Well think of this in light of what the Holy Spirit proclaims concerning the Father. We too ought to speak of the Father & His many blessings. Eliezer does not speak of himself but of another the father & of his house. He shares who the father is how wealthy & powerful he is. It is interesting to me that this is the first words from Eliezer. Why is this so important? Well the bride will never want to leave there perceived wealth until they are convinced of the riches in Christ! 

2. Vs. 36-37 Second Eliezer proclaims the uniqueness of the son of promise Isaac. At his birth he was miraculously born & is the sole heir of promise. He also speaks of Isaac’s separation from the world in as much as the bride has to be separate from the world. 

3. Vs. 38-49 Finally, Eliezer speaks of his mission the gathering of a bride for his master’s son. The servant has taken his master cause & made it his own & the Lord guided him right to where he needed to be thus the mission was a complete success. 

Do you see that? Eliezer speaks the gospel to Rebekah & her household is that not great? I’m afraid that we Christians have forgotten what we are to speak of to the world perhaps this passage of scripture will help us get back on track.

III. Vs. 50-67 Leaving the world to be untied with the son

50-51 Laban seems to be in agreement here saying, “This seems to be of the Lord as far as I’m concerned go ahead & take Rebekah.” What is interesting to me is that the work & word of the Lord is undeniable even to those of the world. People do not fail to believe because of the lack of evidence in the message no they refuse to believe because there IS evidence in the message. 

V. 52-53 Eliezer worships God for his success in finding a bride for Isaac & Laban’s acceptance of the offer. She is given a deposit as a guarantee of a future inheritance because she is the chosen bride of the son of promise. Her family is blessed because of its association with her even though they are not going with her. When an agreement of marriage had been made it was customary for the bridegroom (or their representative) to give the family a dowry of gifts to demonstrate the grooms financial ability to provide for the bride. Often times we see this in our families as well, as those who are not believers are blessed by God’s riches because of their relationship to us. His blessings & riches of His grace are not intended to indicate that they have a relationship but rather that His goodness is leading them into repentance!  If Laban would have just said those words & Rebekah would have left with Eliezer we would have no reason to doubt his sincerity. But with the words, “He also gave precious things to her brother and to her mother” we have a truer picture as to why there was the acceptance by Laban to allow Rebekah to become Isaac’s bride.

Vs. 54-55 Notice that this is not solely a call of separation from the world but rather a call of separation to the groom. The picture is that we are never called to give something up that we do not receive so much more then our former life ever gave us. Amazingly we see Rebekah totally willing to leave all to be with a groom she had never met only heard about. This makes her words of verse 58 “I will go” words of faith! 


We also see the words of Laban as words that the enemy & the god f this world will tell Christians, “Let the young woman stay with us a few days, at least ten; after that she may go.” We are reminded of the words of Jesus to a person that wanted to follow Him in Luke 9:61-62 “Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house. But Jesus said to him, No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” If the world can’t keep the person from becoming a believer it will attempt to delay their departure. The enemy will do everything possible to keep a person from being separate from the old life as it loves a compromised Christians so it can say, “See, there is nothing to this Christianity they are all just hypocrites!” One author put it this way, “Procrastination is not only the thief of time, it is the thief of eternities reward!” 

Vs. 56 
Eliezer’s response to this is seen in his words of “Do not hinder me, since the LORD has prospered my way; send me away so that I may go to my master.” In other words delaying will only make the departure harder & since God was clearly in this (even Laban agreed with this) then why wait? 

Vs. 57-60 Rebekah is called in to make a decision on her own. Can you imagine the pressure upon her to make a decision to delay her departure? She had all she ever knew her mother, family & friends there & to leave with a servant that she barley knew for a man she had never met. But still there is no hesitation, no conditions only the words, “I will go!” This is the same words the Holy Spirit uses today to every person He invites to become Christ’s bride & we too must not hesitate or make conditions. The only response the world can say is bless her & send her on her way. You want to witness to those in the world? Well here is the clearest way to do so respond to the invitation to be separate from the old life by saying; “I will go!” 

Vs. 61-63 We are not told much of their trip together but we know that camels only travel 3 miles an hour & they went across the desert. It is my opinion that Rebekah would have wanted to know all she could about her groom & would have passed the time by asking all sorts of questions, which the servant would have gladly told her. The other thing I wonder is if during this long, hot, boring trip if she would have had any doubt creep into her heart. You know what I mean the kind of warfare that says, “What have I gone & done leaving all I have ever know, my family & friends to marry a man I have only heard of from a servant I just met!” It would not surprise me to find out that this was the case. Then I remembered that she was given those gold bracelets to put on her wrist, which as they bounced around on those camels would jingle reminding her of the inheritance that awaited her. So with every step closer she was thinking of what it would be like to be joined with him. 

Vs. 64-67 I have to admit I enjoy the romance & beauty of this passage. This is the first time Isaac has been mentioned since he was left on top of Mount Moriah (Calvary). So to with us as we a wait to meet our Groom whom we have not seen & only heard of since His resurrection. Look now as we see Isaac prepared to take his bride as he comes from the well of oath & went out to the field to pray in the evening & lifted up His eyes to see the caravan coming. Rebekah prepares to meet her groom by dismounting & covering her face, both are signs of humility & submission. Eliezer, tells Isaac of all that the Lord had done on his behalf to find a bride for him. Finally we are told that Isaac takes Rebekah into his mothers tent to become his wife & he loved her. We too will one day be brought into our fathers house to be one with our Lord & we will be comforted as we lift our eyes & see Him who will proclaim to us His love towards us.    
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I.) Intro.

This chapter serves as the passing of the torch of faith from Abraham, to Isaac & finally to Jacob. Isaac married Rebekah when he was 40 years old (verse 20) & according to verse 26 they were barren for 20 years until the twins were born. Further more we know that Abraham was 100 years old at the birth of Isaac that would make him 140 when Isaac married & he lived according to verse 7 to the age of 175. So? Well that means that he saw his grand children for the first 15 years of their lives. As we leave Abraham’s story behind it is important to recognize that only Moses is mentioned more often in the N.T. than Abraham. Through the Bible we can see what is commonly referred to as the scarlet thread as it is through certain men that we trace the lineage of the Messiah too. What amazes me is to see just whom God chooses to be ancestors of Jesus. Through the scarlet thread one thing is consistent, God always chooses upon grace & not merit!

II. Vs. 1-18 Abraham’s other life

Vs. 1 We are told here that Abraham remarried most likely around the same time that Isaac married Rebekah. Keturah, according to 1 Chron. 1:32, was a concubine as was Hagar. Apparently when God rejuvenated Abraham’s body so that he & Sarah could conceive it remained so. Her name means “perfumed” & after Sarah had passed away & Isaac wed Rebekah Abraham raised her to the level of a wife. 

Vs. 2-4 Abraham & Keturah had six sons most likely born early in their 35-year marriage. In this genealogy are the names of six sons & then their 2nd son’s “Yok-shawn’s” two sons “Sheba & Dedan”, from there we see Dedan’s three son’s. 


In verse 4 we have Abraham & Keturah’s 4th son Midian & his 5 sons, it is this 4th son that is of interest to us as Bible students. Moses fled from the Egyptians after killing the Egyptian to the land of Midian & sat down by a well as seven daughters of Jethro a priest of the Midianites came to water their flocks. The other shepherds would not let these seven gals water their flocks but Moses stood up for them. A grateful Jethro gave Zipporah to be his wife & their Moses would live for some 40 years. 


As for the rest of these descendants they mixed with the descendants of Ishmael, Lot, Esau & others to form the Arabic peoples. 

Vs. 5-6 Again we notice that Abraham makes sure that Isaac is his sole heir of the son of promise & it will be through him that all the nations of the earth will be blessed. Because of this while he was still alive he gave gifts to these six sons & sent them east away from Isaac. It is apparent that Abraham did not want any worldly influence upon the descendants of Isaac & he makes sure of it while he is able to do so. Here then is the application for us: “We too are called to be separate to the Lord & one day we will be for eternity but the choices for eternity are made while we are still alive & as such we need to make choices for eternity now!” 

Vs. 7-11 At the death of Abraham we are told five things about him:

a. Vs. 7 The amount of years of his earthly life: 175 years is a fulfillment of God’s Word to him in Gen.15:15 where we read, “you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age.” 

b. Vs. 8a The quality of his life of faith: The phrase that is used, “full of years”, is an interesting one as is describes a person at a great banquet who has had plenty to eat, drink & laugh & has decided to call it a night with out any regrets. Though that is a nice secular picture we have somewhat of a different picture as believers. Jesus spoke to the Pharisees & said that “Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” In other words  “Abraham left this life with a hope full of immortality, which the world knows nothing about because He saw the day of Christ, and was glad.” The person of faith has a quality of life that goes far beyond having fulfilled their hearts desire during their earthly existence too that of seeing that their ship for an even greater life is about to set sail, thus the words of 15:15 “in peace” carry much more importance! 

c. Vs. 8b Life was not ending it was just beginning: Again there is an interesting phrase here, “was gathered to his people.” The question I have is, “What people are they speaking of?” In God’s word to him back in 12:2 the promise was made that he would become a great nation but he has only one son of promise & Sarah is the only one that has proceeded him in death. In other words this can not be speaking of his past ancestors because God had told him that he was a new nation & it can’t be speaking of those buried in the same locations because there is only one person buried there Sarah. That means that “His people” are the people of faith & that they are not dead but alive. Jesus answered a question on the resurrection by saying, “God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” Life was just about to begin for Abraham as he would be joined with “his people” who preceded him in faith, three of which we are told of in Hebrews 11 “Able, Enoch, & Noah”.   

d. Vs. 9 The impact of his death: We last heard of Ishmael with Isaac when he was 17 years of age. Now we are told in chapter 16:16 that Abraham was 86 when Ishmael was born & we know that Abraham died a t 175 which means that Ishmael is 89 & has been apart from Isaac for 72 years. Several things come to mind: 

1. Though Ishmael’s departure was a hard thing he still looked upon Abraham with love why else would he have come to pay his final respects?

2. It seems as though Abraham’s life & now death has brought reconciliation for these two sons.  

Simply put the person of faith’s ministry does not end at their death it just continues to touch hearts & lives.

e. Vs.10-11 A ministry that brings life & death: They bury their father in a field that he purchased for his descendants of faith. It is interesting that this cave was a title deed to the land of promise but it would only mean something to the sons of promise. Today we have a dispute over this land because of the blessings that God has granted to it through the sons of promise. The fact remains the Muslims did not care about it 100 years ago when it was nothing more then a rock pile! Isaac make his home at the “Well of the living One” Ishmael make his home in the world at a place that means “he that suffers pain”. Yes Havilah was known for it’s gold but it was the pursuit of those worldly riches that cause those that chase after it to “suffer pain”. Abraham’s life of faith spoke “life unto life & death unto death” it led one to live refreshed be the well of the living One & the other suffering pain in the world. 

Vs. 12-16 Here in the genealogy of Ishmael we have the fulfillment promised to Abraham in 17:20 “as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation.”  Most likely this was a record kept by Ishmael & given to Isaac at their reunion of their father’s death. As I said he would have been 89 years old when these 12 sons were reining as princes of their tribes. 

Vs. 17-18 Ishmael was 137 years old when he died 58 years before Isaac would die. It is interesting that it says here that he was “gathered to his people” this is a phrase that is seen only seven times in scripture & in each case it speaks of a person of faith. So? Well that leads to the speculation that perhaps Ishmael became a follower of the God of Abraham & not the gods of Egypt. Can’t make a case for it but still if this is the only reference of this phrase being used that we aren’t sure of whether or not they were believers & in every other case we are certain then it would tend to tip the scales in favor of Ishmael’s trust in the Lord God of Abraham.

III. Vs. 19-28 One birth two nations
Vs. 19-20 Here we start the genealogy of Isaac which quite brief even though he will out live all the other patriarch’s at 180 years. While Ishmael had 12 sons Isaac & Rebekah remained barren for 20 years (verse 26). Interesting that both couples had to wait a long time for the children of promise to be born. What this suggests to us is that God seems to always test us in the area of learning to wait upon him & not trusting in our own efforts. The cool thing is here unlike his mother & father they did not try to produce what was there’s by faith in the energy of the flesh & instead waited for God’s grace to produce what was promised. It seems as though they had learned a valuable lesson from their parents, “God’s delays are not denials!” 

Vs. 21-24 Instead of trying to produce the promises of God in the energy of the flesh they seek God through prayer:

A. This is the only intercession of a husband for his wife recorded in scripture & I can’t help think that this represents why so many marriages are not doing well. It seems as though Isaac understood the importance of the Messianic line coming through him. Again I love the fact that he places his trust upon the Lord being able to accomplish what He has promised & calls out to God based upon this & is rewarded in his trust by Rebekah’s conception. 

B. Next we see Rebekah turn to trust the Lord during a difficult time in her pregnancy. You see she knew that her conception was an answer to prayer so when she experienced something that seemed to contradict this she took her thoughts & feelings before the Lord for an answer. God answers comes back four ways:

1. “Two nations are in your womb”: She is going to the mother of twins which we be the fathers of two nations. For 20 years she had prayed for “A” child of promise & now she finds out that God is able to do exceedingly abundantly more then we can ask or imagine. 

2. “Two peoples shall be separated from your body”: Literally these two boys will father two nations that will have nothing in common & be apart from each other forever. 

3. “One people shall be stronger than the other”: One of them will be the father of a strong nation the other will be the father of a week nation.

4. “And the older shall serve the younger”: The second born shall be ahead of the older thus the normal pre-eminence was to be reversed. 

All of this brings up interesting question to my mind. It seems logical that Rebekah told Isaac as well as her two sons what the Lord had spoken, yet there was obvious bias any way. Why? Because Isaac did not like God’s choice. Paul uses this story to illustrate divine election being based upon grace & not merit. Rom. 9:10-11 “when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even by our father Isaac   (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls)” In other words says Paul, the choice of Jacob over Esau had nothing to do with future works as the choice was made in the womb. God’s choice was not based upon His foreknowledge but rather his will as it says “not of works” present or future. So what does all this mean? Well it means that God’s choice was based upon His character & not ours. He does not choose me because He looks down the halls of time & says, “That Dale is going to turn out all right so I think I will save him.” God has made salvation available to all in fact we are told so in 2 Peter 3:9 that He is “not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” Of coarse time always proves that God’s choice was the right one.

Follow me on this: Then if God’s choice is based upon grace & not works & He is not willing that any should perish then that means that “God does not choose some for hell but rather that men who reject Him choose it for themselves, even though He knows there choice.” This is Jesus point in John 3:19 “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” 

Vs. 24-26 The birth of these two boys was the beginning of the fulfillment of God’s prophecy about them while still in Rebekah’s womb. 

a. Vs. 25, 27a Esau: Came out first with reddish-brown hair all over so they named him “Hairy” & latter he would get the nick name “Red” for the selling of his birth right for a bowl of red stew. We are told here that he was a “skillful hunter” these phrase is always used in an evil sense & only appears one other time where it refers to Nimrod. The phrase “man of the field” does not mean that he pursued agricultural pursuits but rather that he disdained them, as he was a man of the open country. Hebrews 12:6 calls him a “profane person” which literally means “outside the temple” & refers to the plot of ground just in front of the temple in other words common ground outside the sacred place. Esau was outside in the world & wanted to remain that way. 

b. Vs. 26, 27b Jacob: Would come out next grabbing the heel of Esau so he was given the name “Heeler or heel grabber”. The name came to mean a “con-artist or a scoundrel” & was not a compliment. Yet with that said Hosea the prophet in 12:3 says that, “He took his brother by the heel in the womb, And in his strength he struggled with God.” It seems that the problem with Jacob was that he trusted far too much in his strength. The use of the word “but” in verse 27 to describe Jacob sets him in contrast or opposite view of Esau. The word “mild” is used 13 times in the Bible, (9 times = perfect, 2 = undefiled, upright = 1, mild =1). Perhaps a better rendering of the word would be “mature” as Jacob worked at home & took God’s promises seriously while Esau played & thought of God’s promises as no big deal.  

Vs. 28 Each parent loved the boy who displayed qualities opposite their own & there was obvious partiality even though God had already made known His choice.

a. Isaac loved Esau, because literally “game was in his mouth”. Man does this ever strike a cord with many fathers as they favor the child because of the game they play. Isaac loved Esau because he tickled his taste buds. 

b. Rebekah loved Jacob as she saw his character & qualities that would make him a great leader which confirmed in her heart the word she had heard from the Lord. 

This verse serves as a rebuke to both parents: To Isaac for favoring a son that had carnality in his heart instead of God just because he liked the meant he brought to the table. To Rebekah, because God had already showed her His plan & she needed only to trust that God would work it all out. 

This verse along side Malachi 1:2-3 has drawn God into a debate over favoritism for years. “Was not Esau Jacob's brother?" Says the LORD. "Yet Jacob I have loved; But Esau I have hated”. We need to understand these terms “love & hate” in context. God speaks of having His purpose of choosing Jacob to be the heir of the covenant of Abraham & a descendant in whom the Messiah would be born. The idea is that God chose or accepted Jacob & didn’t choose or accept for His purpose Esau. His choose of Jacob was not based upon merit neither was it some type “eeny-meny-miny-moe”. It was based upon His sovereign Holy character even though from man’s perspective appears to be unfair. But think of it how was it unfair? We think it unfair because Esau, we conclude is a good fellow & deserved not to be rejected! Yes, but neither did Jacob deserve to be accepted! Both were undeserving of acceptance yet God in His grace chose Jacob & time bore out the truth of that decision.  

IV. Vs. 29-34 Boy’s will be boys

Vs. 29-30 This story here becomes the turning point in the lives of these two. To understand this we need to look at two things:

1. What was the significance of the birthright?

2. To whom did the birthright normally go? 

First, the birthright customarily involved a double portion of the inheritance but also involved the leadership or headship of the family. Thus the birthright carried with it a twofold blessing “physical blessings” with “spiritual responsibility”. In this case the “birthright” determined who would inherit the covenant that God made with Abraham, which involved a future nation, all the land & eventually the lineage of the Messiah. Esau very much wanted the “physical blessing” but without the “spiritual responsibilities”. To me this describes a lot of people I know that want the “birthright” of a relationship with God for the “physical blessings” of going to heaven when they die but they are not interested in “spiritual responsibilities” to die to self & live for God!  

Second, normally the “birthright” went to the eldest son accept in case where the father would transfer it to a more deserving son. In this case we have several factors that should have indicated to Isaac that the “birthright” should have been Jacob’s & not Esau’s:

a. They were twins age was not a determining factor in this case. Normally age would indicate maturity but they were only minutes apart not years. 

b. Jacob was much more spiritually & emotionally mature then was Esau. Esau wanted to play & not work; he had no heart for the things of God as Jacob did. Observation made this choice an easy one to make.

c. Most importantly God had told them while they were yet unborn which one He had chosen to receive the birthright.  

Vs. 31-34 The indication that all of the above is true is illustrated by this story. Now allow me to say that this story was chosen by Jacob to show the truth that the birthright should have been his but it is not the sole reason why it was his! In other words there probably were hundreds of such occurrences in the lives of these two boys that should that Esau had no heart for the “spiritual responsibilities” as future head of the family. Jacob was cooking a stew of lentils & Esau came in from playing in the field “weary” which means faint with hunger. His response to Jacob is “let me gulp down some of that red stuff” it is here that he received his nickname “Red”. Some really go after Jacob here as being deceptive or taken advantage of a starving Esau however the fact that this story serves as a nickname for Esau appears to me as though this may have been said as a joke. 

Esau’s response to this was “I’m going to die one day anyway so what use is the birthright to me.” In other words Esau saw that the birthright gained him only temporal advantages & would be lost upon death, not so with Jacob. To think about this how long would it have taken Esau to fix something for himself? What this shows is an inward character that was both lazy & living only for the here & now. Esau wanted only personal self-gratification something that he could enjoy now & had no concern for the future & God’s blessing for a nation. 


From the of Jacob why we can admire his hunger for the things of God & that he wanted the “spiritual responsibility” of the head of the family we can not embrace his method to obtain what God had already promised was his. God did not need his help & this shows that Jacob has some growing up in faith to do as well. We must not try too obtain in the energy of the flesh what we already posses in Christ. In other words Jacob bargained for what was already his by grace! Ouch, how many times have we done the same? It is interesting to note that in 27:29 many years later as Jacob comes back into the land he attempts to give back all of the “physical blessings” to Esau that he gained by obtaining the birthright by trickery. 


As we close with Esau despising his birthright for a bowl of red stew I can’t help but think of the many times we Christian’s have been willing to sell the joy of the Lord for the pleasure of sin for a season. How we have traded the illusion of time for the reality of eternity, busying our lives with trash finding that we have no time for God & His word. In recent polls it has been discovered that men & women will spend more time shaving & applying make up then they do reading His word & prayer. Seems to me that we are still selling our NEW birthright for a mess of soup that will never satisfy!    
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I.) Intro.

This is the only chapter devoted exclusively to Isaac the events of his life are summed up in this chapter. His life looks a lot like that of his father who had been dead for some time. There is something interesting in observing these three patriarch’s, Abraham, Isaac & Jacob, as it relates to our lives. Their lives seem to be centered around three distinct activities that each is known for: “Building altars, digging wells & pitching tents”!

· Abraham: Builds altars, four times we are told that he does so. Altars were places of worship, so Abraham’s life seems to have centered on the worship of God. Yet it is recorded that he only dug 1 well & pitched 2 tents, (accept for 26:15 where it is obvious that he dug many wells)!

· Isaac: “Digs wells”, five times we are told that he dug wells & each time he seems to re-dig the ones that his father had dug. Wells of water in scripture seem to always point to God’s provisions for a healthy spiritual life. In John 4:1-4 Jesus told the women, “Whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst!” Then you have that phrase in Ephesians where Paul says that Jesus cleansed us by the “washing of the water of the word”! Isaac is a man that emulates the spiritual life of faith of his father. Yet we are told that Isaac builds only one altar & only pitches his tent twice. 

· Jacob: “pitched tents”, 4 times we are told that he pitched his tent. Tents are always used to symbolize a persons abode during their spiritual journey. Jacob goes down as a guy who no matter where he made his home in the Lord. Yet, as far as the other three activities of his forefathers, he built only one altar & dug no wells.    

So here is my point with us we too ought to be “altar builders, well diggers & tent pitchers” in our lives. How so? Well, we need to always be folks who:

· Long to sit at the feet of the Lord to worship Him.

· Come & dig deep in His word to be refreshed by Him.

· And find that wherever He has placed us, (as long as we are in constant fellowship with Him) we are at home.

II. Vs. 1-11 Like father, like son

Vs. 1 Unfortunately Isaac fathered in his father’s footsteps in sin as well proving that human nature does not evolve from generation to generation, there is no such this as the “generation gap” when it comes to sin & failure! Yet God is faithful just as He was in Abraham’s life & will continue to move Isaac towards the place of blessing. Isaac, like us, will spend far too much time in “boarder land” in between the land of promise & the world but God will lead him back to a place of His presence.

Vs. 2-3a A 100 years have passed from the time when Abraham experienced a famine in the land. The use of the name Abimelech here shows that this was a title not a name. This is the 1st time in over 50 years that we are told that God appeared to Isaac, the last time we are told so was the time on Calvary where God confirmed the covenant He made with Abraham. The surprising thing is that Isaac ends up going to Gerar, which is located 10 miles from Gaza which id on the border with Egypt. It seems to me that we Christians will react one of two ways when we are facing a spiritual drought or famine:

a. We will head towards the world seeking comfort or support

b. We will draw closer to God in order to experience more of His provision & love.

Egypt is always a typology of the world & Isaac like us so many times are tempted to employ worldly means to sustain our needs. Thus God is always warning us not to “go down to Egypt” but rather “stay in the land”. Simply put Isaac was to go where God directed & not where the situation dictated! The only way Isaac would know where to dwell was to be nearer the Lord!

Vs. 3b-5 To reassure Isaac of His ability to sustain him in the land God reaffirms the covenant that He made with his father. Why? Well so that Isaac would know that God had chosen him as well as his father. The promise has three blessings attached to it:

1. Lands: “for to you and your descendants I give all these lands”

2. Nation: “And I will make your descendants multiply as the stars of heaven”

3. Blessing: “in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed”          

The bases of these promises we are told is twofold:

a. God’s grace: “I will perform the oath which I swore to Abraham your father”. 

b. Abraham’s faith: “because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.”

Here is how this works, “The promises were based upon God’s faithfulness to Abraham & Abraham’s reaction to this seen in four areas of obeying God’s voice.”

1. “My charge”: Is an observance, in other words all that Abraham saw & heard that was important to God Abraham did. 

2. “My commandments”: Here were things that God specifically told him to do or not to do. This would be like God’s commandment to leave his former home of Ur.   

3. “My statutes”: The idea here is that of immutability or unchangeableness in nature. This would be like God’s statue of circumcision.  

4. “My laws”: This involved instruction, like God instructed Abraham to sacrifice Isaac.

Now as Isaac had been brought up with this is the first time it directly involved him. In God laying all of this out for Isaac He is reminding him that we are not saved based upon our obedience rather our obedience is the first sign of our new life. 

Vs. 6 As I said Gerar is a border town in between the land of promise & Egypt, it is afar cry from “Beer-sheba” or the well of oath where God will move him by verse 23. Interesting that Isaac at first moves towards where he thought the situation dictated he goes & not where the Lord was directing him. I find there are far to many of us Christians leaving in “borderland” we, like Isaac, see how close we can live to the world without actually being there. With all the places Isaac could have chosen to live in the land of promise he chose the closest place to where God told him he could not go. Is it any wonder that he repeats the same sin of lying about his wife as did his father? Later on though we will see that the closer he came to the “well of oath” the more blessed he became & the world will come & take notice of that. Here is the application for you & I, “Let’s live on cutting edge with Christ which is on the other side of the world!” 

Vs. 7-11 This is the third time we have seen the same sin which is nothing more then inability to trust God! Isaac like his father before him was willing to risk his wife’s purity for the price of personal protection. They had been married 35 years & like his mother she is a beautiful woman. It is not long after being in the land that Abimelech looks at his window to see Isaac & Rebekah acting like husband & wife & not as brother & sister. One wonders what the explanations were about Esau & Jacob, or were they told not to mention who there parents were? Like the leaders before him Abimelech is summoned to rebuke Isaac for his unbelief. There are few things more sad then to see the world have to correct the child of God for their failure to trust the God they proclaim to serve. To this worldly rulers credit he establishes rules to keep any harm from coming to Isaac, Rebekah & their family. 

III. Vs. 12-33 From blessed in the world to blessed of the Lord

Vs. 12-14 It is the “goodness” of God that leads to repentance so we are told & this is made very clear to us here as God blesses Isaac to move him where He wants him. Even though Isaac experiences blessing while living on the border we should not fall into the thinking this was a sign saying that his dwelling there was blessed. Simply put God blesses people not places there is no such thing as “God’s country nor God forsaken”. This is the first mention of “seed sowing” in the Bible which has it’s parallel in Christians sowing the seed of the word of God into the field of the world. Sixty fold in a few years would have been thought of as extraordinary but 100 fold the first year was a sign of God’s abundant profession. So the outcome of God’s blessing was twofold:

A. “He became very prosperous”: Although he had already been given the inheritance of his father he now was added even more.

B. “The Philistines envied him”: Along with the blessings of God often comes spiritual warfare in a greater magnitude. 

Vs. 15-17 Their envy led to spite as they stopped the wells that Abraham had dug & Isaac was using. In ancient cultures the digging of a well represented a claim of possession upon the land in which they were dug, which they obviously resented. All that Isaac saw was that these wells enabled him to prosper in “borderland” & it is this success that Abimelech blames as the reason for his countryman’s actions. Isaac chooses to be a man of peace & not a man of war as he leaves only a little ways away.   

Vs. 18-22 His intent was to make each place he moved a place to set down his roots but each time a dispute arises which forces him to move. Isaac did not realize it but God was leading him home one well at a time. Notice that he re-digs the wells the his father dug naming them the same thing that his father had named them. In so doing he is following the faith steps of the father of faith. I find it interesting that the world stopped up the wells so that those could not drink freely of them. Here is where I’m going with this, “Have you found your spiritual life becoming dry? Have you had a hard time finding refreshment in the Lord? Hey, why not go back & uncover the wells where you have drank freely from in the past?” The truth is when you find yourself thirsty go back & dig out a past well! D.L. Moody once said, “This book will keep you from sin & sin will keep you from this book!” We need to guard the Word with our life so the word will guard our life! 


As Isaac dug out new wells that his father did not dig he named them:

· Vs. 20 “contention”

· Vs. 21 “opposition”

· Vs. 22 “roominess” 

The first two were good wells but they were in the wrong land. How do we know? Well God does not want His children to dwell in the land of  “contention” & “opposition”, but when they come into where God wants them to be they will dig wells & call them “roominess”. Hey folks, lets make sure that we aren’t digging the right wells in the wrong place lets move away from the border & back to the promises of God. Now it is an interesting point that God uses the Isaac’s wrong opinions, “abundant water & lack of hostilities” to lead him to a place of commitment.  

Vs. 23-25 The greatest change upon Isaac’s travels happens when he realizes that it ought not be circumstances that leads him but rather the Lord. It is upon digging the well of “roominess” that he sees that the further he is from the world the more freedom he has. Upon further looking at this we find that this well of “roominess” was the first place he & his father went to upon leaving the mountain of sacrifice in chapter 22:19. Isaac finally has come to see with his heart where his feet had already been taking him to the land of promise & sweet fellowship with the Lord. As he surrendered to the Lord’s guidance in his life he found true freedom without any “contention” & “opposition”. 


Verse 25 Records the order in which he does things as:

· Built an altar

· Called on the name of the Lord

· Pitched his tent

· Dug a well 

Before in his life he had always sought to be refreshed before he had worshiped now he knows that refreshment comes as we sit at the altar. No matter what the circumstance the best place to make our home is at the altar, it there that we will find His provision of grace in times of need, thus he finally dug a well. 

Vs. 26-33 One last thing to see here is with all of the blessings while living in “borderland” it is only when Isaac is back in the freedom of the Lord that Abimelech says, “You are now blessed of the Lord”. While he had material blessings in the world now he had so much more that the world comes to want the peace that he has.    
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I.) Intro.

Isaac was a man who as we saw re-dug his father’s wells & went the direction away from the border with the world. In the 25th verse we saw that the Lord led him back to the place of “roominess”. Their Isaac built an altar, pitched a tent & dug a well. Yeh so? In the place of grace with all of its freedom Solomon worshiped, made his home & was continually was refreshed. There is a truth that I’m learning that all I ever needed I experienced when I first met the Lord & the rest of my Christian experience has been about me coming back to when I first met Him. Yet with that said we come to this chapter & discover that there is no magic in a physical location, no it’s only in the location of the Lord in our heart! 


In the story before us of God’s chosen family there is not a one of them that acts as an altar builder, well digger or tent pitcher. How could such a dysfunctional family be dwelling in “roominess”? A one-word answer is all we need the “FLESH”. I remind all of us, though none of need to be reminded, our flesh, our old nature will never improve! In this body our flesh will not get any better no matter how many Bible verses you memorize or times you come up for prayer. As Martha said to Jesus at His request to remove the stone that covered Lazarus’ tomb “he stinketh”. Only in a crucified life in which we die daily to ourselves can we come out smelling like Him!     

II. Vs. 34-17 A tangled web

Vs. 34-35 All that we see here is further evidence of what God knew before the womb of Rebekah that Esau was not to be in the lineage of the Messiah. Hebrews 12:6 calls him a “profane” person, “a person just outside the temple”. In other words Esau had no regard for the things of God as that is the meaning of the word today. His choice of brides reveals this in two ways: 

a. First he left the practice of monogamy, which what God had spoke of in the garden & practiced by his forefathers. 

b. Secondly he marries TWO Hittite women whose culture was extremely wicked & idolatrous. The name “Hittite” comes from their ancestor Heth who was the wicked son of Canaan. 

This is no doubt the cause of the grief of Isaac & Rebekah who had been chosen to his bride because she was not among the Canaanites. 

Vs.1-4 Reading these first two verses it would seem as though Isaac decided to bless Esau because of a since of urgency as he thought he was about to die but upon careful reading that was not the case.

a. Yes Isaac was 137 years of age, which was the same age as his ½ brother Ishmael but we know that he would yet live another 40 plus years. The urgency was not his years but rather his flesh as he was trying to circumvent God’s choice of Jacob.

b. Secondly you notice who was not present when Isaac made this declaration? Where is Rebekah, where is Jacob? Normally blessings were transferred in the presence of all the family such as we shall see in chapter 49 when Jacob will bless each son in the presence of all. Why the secrecy? Well you will recall the prophecy given to Rebekah while the two were tossing in the womb. Amazingly in spite of the prophecy & the obvious dissatisfaction over Esau’s choice of brides & the earlier selling of his birth right for red stew Isaac still favors Esau. 

Isaac is trying to bake an apple pit using a rotten apple & so what he does he does in secret. Now think of this a moment if what we are doing is right why do we do it in secret? Esau is not innocent of this “secret plan” of his father’s as he goes along with it perhaps thinking he will finally get one over on his younger brother. 


It appears at first that Isaac was governed by his appetite but looking at verse 9 & verse 30 it appears that Dad couldn’t taste the difference between goat & wild game. What this shows is that what governed his choice was not his palate but rather the activity of Esau. Now so far this story has stayed away from convicting us but not any longer. As I was studying this verse I realized that I’ve done this countless times as God has revealed something in my heart yet I want the opposite so I devise a plan & ask God to bless MY plan even though it is the opposite of His will! 

Vs. 5 Now Jacob & Esau were most likely around 75 by this time & Isaac had a good plan if it had not been for the fact that Rebekah had a habit of listening in. According to the Hebrew she made it a pattern to keep an eye on Isaac & Esau which suggests that she was suspicious of a plot to over turn God’s revealed will. 

Vs. 6-8 Esau barley leaves the tent when she runs to tell Jacob the plot & put her own plan in action. The first sign that something is wrong with the parents thinking is in the words of verse 1 & 6 “my son, her son”!  This shows that they were prone to think of the two boy’s as Esau being Isaac’s boy & Jacob being Rebekah’s boy. The truth of the matter is that they were neither. Interestingly in verse 7 Rebekah mentions to Jacob that this blessing was going to be “in presence of the Lord” something that Isaac did not mention to a spiritually indifferent Esau. 

Vs. 8-10 We are really left with only two possibilities concerning Rebekah’s plan:

a. This was a spur of the moment thing & these things just came into her head. For us to believe this is quite difficult as all the details she gives with the supplies of Esau’s clothing & goat skin gloves would have to have been readily available. 

b. The more likely possibility is that this was premeditative, as she would have had more time to gather the things necessary to pull of her plan. She had weighed out the possible objections that Isaac would have had of Jacob pretending to be Esau & came up with answers. Just the fact that she had Esau’s clothes suggests this to me, as Esau was now married & no longer living with them. 

Based upon this there is no way we can justify Rebekah’s actions. Yes we can understand them in light of the fact that Isaac is circumventing God’s will but it is still wrong. She is an example of a person who takes it upon themselves to carry out the plan of God because they see God as unable to carry out His own purposes. Perhaps it started out as an idea just in case then it grew into a plan that was going to be carried out if Isaac tried something. Instead of trusting God to fulfill what He had promised she matches wits with her husband in a case of dueling boy’s. Note this Christian, “Good intentions do not justify wrong actions!” 


There is a name for this kind of behavior its called “pragmatism” or “situational ethics”. It is unfortunate that the Church has bought into this. When ever we are willing to abandon the question of whether something is right or wrong. Or when we fail to ask if Jesus would approve we are going around or voiding out His will for ours. At times I think we Christians are interested more in what “works” then what is right! “Hey, if it produces the results that we want then lets do it!” The Lord reminded Israel through the prophet Isaiah saying, (NLT) “Listen! The LORD is not too weak to save you, and he is not becoming deaf. He can hear you when you call.” 


There is something else we need to see in Rebekah’s words of verse 10, “Take the food to your father; then he can eat it and bless you instead of Esau before he dies.” Both her & Isaac seem to see his blessing as a “Midas touch” that God has to bend to. It is as if they both felt, as this was some way to manipulate God’s plan to their will. Esau could have had the birthright & 1,000 blessing & it would not have changed the fact that God honors whom He has called not whom we name! 

Vs. 11-12 With as much to find fault in this whole plan of Rebekah’s instead of saying, “Mon, this is wrong & it’s against God if He wants me to have the blessings & birthright then He will make it happen!” He lists two complaints:

a. Vs. 11 Look Mom this plan will never work. That’s the reason he did not want to behave in a wrong manor? The plan has to many complications to work. Now follow many on this if we object on these grounds then we leave ourselves open to be convinced that we have thought of every detail. In situational ethics, such as these, it all boils down to the premise that an emergency over rules the matter of something being right or wrong. How much better is it for us when faced with things like this to say, “It is wrong, justify it any way you want but I want no part of it!” 

b. Vs. 12 His second objection deals with how he will look if it doesn’t go as planed. The word deceiver is actually the work that means “mocker” & it seems to suggest that Jacob was afraid that if it got caught that it would appear as if he was mocking his father age with it sight, taste & smell limitations. Simply put Jacob is more concerned with it not working then it being right or wrong! The consequences of failure seemed to out way proceeds of success. This is a horrible deterrent to sin as again it puts the decision upon being able to be convinced that the crime is worth the risk. Godly men don’t make decisions based upon practicality but rather upon principal. The truth of the matter is crime does pay it’s getting caught that doesn’t. As soon as the reward out weighed the risk Jacob was caught!   

Vs. 13 Rebekah answers Jacobs two concerns of complications & risk of failure with one sentence: “Let the curse fall on me, dear son, said Rebekah. Just do what I tell you. Go out and get the goats.” “I’ll take the blame for ya & I’ve thought of every detail”, was her answer to his weak objections. Let suggest four things that we ought to do when faced with these situational ethics:

1. Rom. 12:21 “Don't let evil get the best of you, but conquer evil by doing good.” Two wrongs never make a right!

2. She could have gone to her husband & reminded him of what the Lord had spoken. Thus speaking the truth in love. The best place to start would have been confessing the sin of favoring Jacob over Esau in her own heart. 

3. She should have reminded herself & Jacob of the consequences of trying to obtain the promises of God in the energy of the flesh, (Ishmael)! 

4. Finally she should of simple trusted the Lord & left the matter in His capable hands. Since He is the God He claims to be then He can act on His on behalf!

Vs. 14-17 Instead of saying NO, Jacob does what his mother told him to do & Rebekah prepared the food while he dressed in his brothers smelly clothes, put on goat gloves & scarf so to appear hairy. 

III. Vs. 18-48 That’s my boy?

Vs. 18-24 This story from Jacob’s & Rebekah’s part shows us that even if our goal is biblical, our motivation pure yet the means we employ wrong then we at best taint both our goal & motivation & at worst cause others to question the God we proclaim. 


Now I’m sure that as Jacob went into his father’s tent his heart was beating fast. Why? Well even though his father’s eyes were dim & his mother has reassured him of her great plan he still knew that he went in there to deceive him. There were two parts of this plan that seem to not be accounted for that Isaac notices right away.

a. The quickness of the preparation of the “wild game”.

b. The sound of Esau’s voice.

Isaac was old but he still could think & hear well! Jacob had to divorce himself of all doubt if he was to go forward with his mother’s plan so as he approached his father dressed & ready to go he was just hoping the dad would not ask him any questions but that was not the case. Now the moment that happened Jacob had a decision to make, turn & run or lie! The decision was too verbally lie but wait where is the lightening? How come he did not fall down dead like Ananias & Sapphira? Well if every time we lied we got zapped or died then there wouldn’t be any of us around & what few were there wouldn’t be saying a word, but we would be a holy church.


Another thing that I notice is that Isaac was deceived even though he tested Jacob using his five senses: Sight, sound, touch, taste & smell. You see we often think that if we can touch, see, hear, smell or taste something then it must be as it appears. Empirical evidence is great but it does not always guarantee that we won’t get deceived that is why illusionists are so good at what they do. The problem was not in Isaac’s ability to weigh the evidence rather it was in his heart that wanted it to be so! 


Notice how lying got easier for Jacob after he told the first one.

a. Vs. 19a “I am Esau your firstborn.”

b. Vs.19b “I have done as you have told me.”

c. Vs. 19c “eat of my game.”

d. Vs. 20 then in response to Isaac’s direct question of how he got the game so quickly, “the Lord your God brought it to me.”  

e. Vs. 24 Finally Isaac ask he directly, “Are you really me son Esau?” to which he replies “I am ”  

The worst of these lies is where he claims that God is leading him to deceive. Yet still in spite of his doubt Isaac still is lead down the path of deception because of his own hearts wish! 

Vs. 25-27 With the convincing lie Isaac is now ready to bless whom he believes is Esau. The use of the words “My son” in verse 26 in Hebrew means my “favorite” son, which means finally someone told the truth of what was really in their heart. Jacob could now justify all of his deception because of what his father just said & say, “It may not be right but it works, that’ll show them!” “I’m taking a stand for what God wants & even though it took lying to achieve it the ends justify my means.” At this stage Jacob looks & acts more like Esau then he thought, a man unconcerned with the things of God & more into getting what he wants. This is the first time a kiss will be a sign of betrayal but it won’t be the last. In 2nd Samuel 20:9 Joab kissed Amasa & then stuck him through with a sword. And of coarse Judas betrayed Jesus in the garden with a kiss.  

Vs. 28-29 Again it is important that we realize that it is not the utterance of these words over a son that would make him blessed, no it will be God honoring His word spoken while both were in the womb. Isaac’s blessing of who he thought was Esau is twofold:

a. Vs. 29 First that Esau would be master over Jacob. By saying these words Isaac evidently thinks he can annul God’s will & validate his own. Yet in doing so he unwittingly validates what God wanted all along.

b. Secondly, notice in using this blessing it is the same as the one bestowed upon Abraham in chapter 12:3 with one exception the words “And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” Why is that not here? Well that is the Messianic element of the blessing, which is stating that through this person the Messiah will be born. Isaac’s own words betrayed what he knew in his heart, Esau had no heart for the things of God. Interestingly after the veil of deception has lifted Isaac bestows these words upon Jacob, (28:4).    

Vs. 30-33 The words, “then it happened” indicate that Jacob had just walked out & changed his clothes when his brother comes in. I can just see Jacob looking around this whole time watching for his brother. No doubt at this time though he is rejoicing with the thought of victory. Esau, on the other hand, must have been thinking the same thing until his dad said the words of verse 32 “Who are you?” Esau must of thought, “Man, dad is slipping fast!” The irony of this is that in trying to give all to Esau he left nothing for Esau.


His trembling was most likely for two reasons:

a. He realized that he had been out done by his wife & Jacob so that the blessings he sought to give to Esau were by his own words Jacob’s.

b. He realized that that he was trying to circumvent God’s will by what he wanted, thus what he thought was done in secret without God knowing was now very obviously known by God. 

Now to Isaac’s credit here when Esau pleaded to him to reverse or also bless him he says, “I have blessed him; and indeed he shall be blessed.” It is this verse here that the author of Hebrews in chapter 11:20 refers to when he says, “By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.” Is not God great who can take a man who attempts to thwart His will & use him by faith to do what he was suppose to do all along? I’ve got to tell you that I marvel more at the miracle of sanctification then I do redemption!              

Vs. 34-39 What Esau despised in chapter 25:34 he now wants the material benefits of the birthright without the spiritual responsibilities. Both Isaac & Esau are quick to place all the blame upon Jacob yet where was there responsibility for disobeying the Lord to start with? Our sin truly always looks worse on someone else! The truth of the matter is that the birthright could not be sold, taken or obtained by deception, no it could only be obtain by faith through the way of grace. 


Hebrews 12:16-17 comments upon Esau’s tearful repentance in verses 34, 38 by saying, “Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. For you know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears.” It sounds as if God did not allow Esau to repent but that is not what is being said. The word “repentance” means a change of heart & mind, thus what is meant here is that there was no possibility of undoing what had been done God’s mind was made up even though Esau shed tears it was not enough to give him the birthright. The truth of the matter is that Esau did not like what he have sowed & what he wanted was to change the outcome of his actions. There are great many times that I have been tearfully sorry for the outcome of my actions but would still do what I did if it turned out the way I wanted. Maturity comes when we are not sorry for the outcome of our actions but rather the heart that produced them & that is what we weep over! 


There comes a point in every life where there is a point of no return, that no matter how much regret over past decisions we can not bring about a reversal of the situations we face of our own doing. Forgiveness of our sins is not the issue rather the receipt of what we have purchased by them is! 

Vs. 39-46 Esau will struggle both physically & relationally. His descendants the Edomites will remain an independent nation until Saul lead Israel to a victory over them In 1 Sam. 14:47. In the year 129 B.C. John Hyrcanus compelled them to be circumcised thus they broke the yoke of bondage & even had a brief period where they were Israel’s leaders as we read of the Herod’s in the NT. 


Isaac does bless Esau with a blessing of being desert dwellers & that he will serve Jacob but not forever as I said above. In Esau’s anger Rebekah makes plans for Jacob’s escape but the few days will be more then 20 years & he will never see his mother again. What price was paid to get what God had already promised?  
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I.) Intro.

As we trace these men of God in the lineage of Jesus we come to a new focus, “Jacob”. His is a story of a man who has a heart for the things of God but has a hard time keeping his hands off of them. Before us now is the sanctification process, as there becomes less of Jacob & more of the Lord. He has got what the Lord had promised him while he was still in the womb but he has done so by deceit. Jacob will now take receipt of that which was already his by faith but he wanted to pay for it with a lie. Esau will pass from the scene until the 33 chapter with still no clue as to the things of God. Isaac won’t be mentioned again until Jacob meets up with him again some 40 years later in 35:27. Rebekah, Jacob’s co-conspirator, is not mentioned again & it is believed that she dies while Jacob is in exile. “Oh what a tangle web we weave when we practice only to deceive!” Folks, it is always impossible to obtain the promises of God in the energy of the flesh & when we attempt to do so the price is always greater then we could of imagined. Let us ask ourselves, “Why do I want to purchase what is already mine in Christ with what I can never pay for?” 

II. Vs. 27:41-28:9 The dividends of deception

Vs. 41 Sin & deceit never pays for the dividends it promises! That is what this section teaches us as good natured “good old boy” Esau changes his attitude & wants what he has lost because he had no heart for the things of God. In his mind it is not his fault, “It never is, is it?” I have set in my office across my desk from Men & Women who only see their sin on their spouse but not in their own lives. As I listen to their self-righteous since of right & wrong only in terms of themselves my mind wonders to myself, “Dale, are you listening to this? Sounds like you doesn’t it?” Oh to God that we would hear Jesus words Matt 7:5, “Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.” And also Mark 9:50 “Have salt in yourselves, and have peace with one another.” The only thing that restrains Esau from killing his brother is that he does not wish to grieve his father.


It is this very thing that has caused Esau so much pain in his life as he has always sought his father’s approval above God’s. He has based his activity upon making his father happy instead of making his heavenly Father happy. Follow me on this one because you can gain much with your understanding of Esau here. We, like Esau, often are on the tread mill of trying to gain acceptance by what we do rather than what God has done for us.) Oh that we might learn the truth that we are in the “Beloved” secure in His love which has been shed abroad in our hearts not because we deserve it or have earned it but rather because we are a rest in Him. 1 John 3:1 reminds us, (NIV) “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!”

Vs. 42-46 Now Rebekah believes the departure will be only for a “few days” yet she will never see her beloved Jacob again. It is fitting in that this was the price she paid for loving her son more then the Lord, being separated from him until she would see him in heaven. Sin can never cash the checks it writes! It always separates; it always effects relationships with others. There is no sin that does not “hurt” someone else. We need to always think ahead & count the cost of the purchase price of sin. The author of Hebrews writes concerning Moses that he choose “rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin”. Rebekah knew Esau would be angry but she believed that his anger would diminish after a few days & I suppose if you considered over 14,600 days a few then she was right. She has not learned much as she lies again to Isaac in order to secure his departure. Griffith Thomas said, “Most human catastrophes have come about when men & women of God consider themselves agents instead of instruments thinking they can manipulate the situation by their shrewdness.”  Jacob doesn’t yet realize it but he too will face the results of his actions. Immediately he will be further distant from his father, his only brother now has a contract out for his life & he has to leave his beloved mother. All for what? He gained what was already his by simply trusting the Lord’s Word, now he can not enjoy it for 40 years! 

Vs. 1-2 The way of escape for Jacob was secured based upon Isaac’s feelings upon mixed marriages. What is curious to me is that these two boys are 75 years of age & this is the first time that we are told that they ought not to take wives from among the Canaanites. Abraham, his father, had made sure of this & secured a bride from his countrymen but Isaac & Rebekah had failed to do this for their boys. Prov. 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.” But where is the instruction? Esau was around 40 when he married the two Hittite women & Jacob won’t marry until he is 84, it is a bit late to instruct on not being unequally yoked with non-believers. 

Vs. 3-9 Here is the transferal of blessings, only this time it was not based upon deceit. Jacob is promised the same things that Abraham & Isaac were, “land, nation & blessings” yet he is not worthy of these things; he has shown himself as much. Paul would write of this for us in Ephesians 2:4-6 saying; “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 

Thirty-seven years late Esau figures out that his wives were not what his parents had hoped for. Yet his concern is still not based upon what God wants or even what his mother thought but rather what Isaac thought. So to again seek approval of his father Esau sought a wife from among the Ishmaelite’s. Is that not interesting? Esau would seek the approval of his father by operating in the flesh choosing a wife form a descendant of Ishmael, the ultimate example of trying to inherit the blessings of God by means of the energy of the flesh! So he marries Mahalath (sickness) proving the very thing that God had already condemned striving to achieve the approval of God by the work of the flesh. Ishmael had already been dead for 13 years but Esau seems to be oblivious to the fact that God passed over Ishmael for his father Isaac. All to often we see folks who like Esau have no interest in giving up a worldly life style instead they just want to add religion to it to appear a certain way to others. 

III. Vs. 10-22 Sweet dreams on the rock

Vs. 10-11 Jacob is on his way to Laban in Paddan Aram (tableland) with what we are told in 32:10 only his staff, thoughts & feelings. He stops for the night in a place called Luz (verse 19) that will latter be called “Bethel” or house of God which is 12 miles north of Jerusalem & he had left an area that was 25 miles South of Jerusalem which means that he traveled 40 miles the first day. This tells us two things:

a. He was in a big hurry to escape the wrath of Esau & he wanted to put some distance between them.

b. When he stopped he would have been very tired. 

This is the first time we see that he has ever left home & it comes right on the heels of him having just experienced the height of success & the agony of defeat. All of his scheming & self-effort had gained him exile & he is alone with only his thoughts. Apparently he got there late so he stayed outside the city where the shepherds would stay & found a rock for a pillow. 

Vs. 12-13a This is the first of eight theophanies (visible manifestation of God) that Jacob will experience. In chapter 32 we read of two more then in chapter 35 we will have two more then finally in chapter 46 he will have his last. 


The most important features of this dream are the ladder & that it is the bridge between heaven & earth. The angels of God are ascending & descending on it & the Lord stood above it. A ladder, traveling angels & the Lord standing above it? There are four things that will help to understand this dream:

1. The words of God to Jacob

2. The words spoken by Jacob immediately afterward

3. The words of Jacob spoken later on this

4. The words of Jesus about Jacob’s dream

1. The words of God to Jacob: Vs. 13b-15 The words in this verse can be summed up by saying that they are God’s words confirming Abraham’s covenant upon Jacob. God reassures Jacob that what he had sought through the energy of the flesh was his based upon grace & not merit! Is that not great? I mean Jacob is at the end of himself & he finds out that being at rest on the “rock” he has what was promised him. We surely can relate to this in our own experience as we fall down out of human exhaustion & fleshly fatigue striving to make something happen only to see it not happen. As we come back to rest upon the Rock of our salvation we are awakened to the reality that what we sought so hard for in our own effort is now ours because we have stopped striving & started resting on the Rock! The specifics of this promise are “land, descendants, as well as saying that in his seed the Messiah will be born”.  

2. The words spoken by Jacob immediately afterward: Vs. 16-17, 19-22 Here we see Jacob’s impressions of the dream. Jacob understood based upon his words that God had uniquely met with him & communicated with him, as He had never done before. Prior to this it seems as though his knowledge of God was by way of his family now it is personal & experiential. It sees God as nearer even though he is on his own away from his home. He sees to that it is God who reaches out to man & not man to God & it is this that enables him to worship the Lord.

3. The words of Jacob spoken later on this: 31:13, 32:11-12 These words are recorded for us 20 years after this night as he comes back to this place of revelation. 

a. 31:13 “I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed the pillar and where you made a vow to Me. Now arise, get out of this land, and return to the land of your family.” These are the words of God to Jacob reminding him of the encounter & the need for Jacob to fulfill what he promised 20 years earlier. 

b. 32:12 “For You said, 'I will surely treat you well, and make your descendants as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.” These are Jacob’s words reminding God of His promise just before he wrestles with the Lord all night. 

Together they tell us that the day that God reached down to a lonely desperate man & revealed Himself & promised that He would never leave him was a day that Jacob needed to recall & remember both as the foundation of grace as well as the reason for obedience.   

4. The words of Jesus about Jacob’s dream: In John 1:51 Jesus said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” These words were spoken in response to Nathanael’s objection to the Messiah coming from Nazareth & Jesus reply in which he knew what Nathanael thought while he was under a fig tree. Nathanael responded by faith in Jesus & Jesus said, “Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the fig tree,' do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” It here that Jesus speaks of Jacob’s ladder only here Jesus say’s that the “Ladder” is none other then Himself.  The ladder represents Jesus & the uninterrupted communication between heaven & earth through Him. Jacob learns that there is a great gulf between God & himself & that this ladder is the bridge by which that gap is crossed & not self-effort or works. 

The problem is that Jacob thought that it was the physical place that was important, “the house of God” & not the location of the ladder (Jesus) in his heart. It is Jesus that has given us uninterrupted fellowship with the Father. 

Vs. 16-22 Jacob wakes up & knows that the Lord has spoken to him but is not sure what it all means. There is some insight here on what the “House of God” ought to be for those who seek it’s refuge: “It ought to be a place where every runaway sinner can collapse upon the Rock of Christ & find rest. A place where God’s children can come & be face to face with their “Ladder” Jesus & worship Him for truly He is in every place that has room for Him in their heart! 


Jacob makes a pillar & takes a vow, which in 20 years as he comes back the Lord will remove all the “if’s”. But at least he see the fact that apart from the Lord’s hand he will not see what God has promised him. Jacob promises to give freely a 10th of all that the Lord gives him & in so doing Jacob is saying that his heart, home & treasure are all God’s.

Notice the difference of God’s promise to that of Jacob’s vow:

God’s promise: 

· I am the LORD God 

· I will give to you and your descendants

· I am with you and will keep you wherever you go 

· I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you 

Jacob’s vow:

· If God will be with me

· And keep me in this way that I am going

· And give me bread to eat and clothing to put on

· So that I come back to my father's house in peace

· Then the LORD shall be my God

Even though some version render the word “If” to “since” still there is a big difference between God’s promise & our vows. He is faithful even when we are not! 
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I.) Intro.

I could not have picked a better chapter in light of having just passed Valentines Day then the chapter before us this evening. It is a story that we are familiar with yet it is a story that reveals the basis on which we attach our love. Over the next three chapters 40 years of the life of Jacob will be looked at & what we will see is a “pilgrims process” as the Lord works on his heart, the tool of choice is a man like himself Laban. What interests me is the timing in which this chapter happens. Last week we saw that Jacob had a personal encounter with the Lord this encounter with the Lord is so powerful upon his death bed in chapter 48:3 he refers to it saying, “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me”. Then we come to this chapter & we see that it is the beginning of God taking Jacob to school.

II. Vs. 1-20 Romantic comedy

Vs. 1-2 The words “Jacob went on his journey” speak to the fact that the coarse of life is our Journey in which we shall find more of the Lord in our life & less of us. Disobedience will not thwart God’s plan for your life but it will greatly effect how you will much you will enjoy it! These words can also be rendered “lifted up his feet” which suggests a lightness in a person’s step. Jacob had spent the night upon the rock & now he has a new direction & hope. He was no longer walking alone he had a constant companion who had just told him that “I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.” (28:15) So the 450 mile 15 day or so journey made for a light step because he had a light heart. The well here was not a “living well” with fresh water but rather a cistern from which only livestock drank.

Vs. 3-6 There were no road signs saying “325 miles to Laban’s house” so Jacob has to ask if he is in the right place. It seems as though this well was for restricted use only by permit & only when all other livestock were present so as none could get the upper hand & over water their herds. 


Now wouldn’t you like to hear the way these shepherds answered Jacob’s question of “Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?” “We know him!” Soon enough Jacob would know him as well. Jacob’s interest was in order to find a bride from among his own relatives.

Vs. 7-8 Jacob is 77 years old & Rachael is most likely quite a bit younger then Rachael. It appears that Jacob sought to get rid of these other shepherds so he could spend some time with Rachael. The logic for Jacob is that it didn’t make much since for these guys to sit around doing nothing when the flock could be out feeding. The only response is that what they were doing was not based upon logic but custom. 

Vs. 9-12 As Rachel arrives he could careless about custom & wants to show her his kindness & strength by removing the stone over the well. A few days earlier Jacob had received the greatest gift any person can receive intimate knowledge of the living God now he seeks a companion. There are far to many that have this in reverse order & only find misery.


Now we know where the term “kissing cousins” came from! The order in which this takes places seems a bit odd as you would think that he would first introduce himself to her then kiss her & finally water the herd. Based upon her reaction you might say that Jacob “swept her off her feet”. 

Vs. 13-15 Here we are told that Laban “heard the report about Jacob” & it appears that he does a very good job of sizing up his nephew based upon what he heard. Laban’s idea is for Jacob to stay there a month to further size him up. The results this month were two fold:

a. It revealed Jacob’s heart towards Rachel & gave him every reason to stay & no reason to leave.

b. It showed what kind of worker Jacob was to Laban. 

The out come was that both men saw the mutual advantage of staying together, so Laban seeks to formalize this. The words, “Because you are my relative, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what should your wages be?” lets Jacob know that if he hangs around there will be no freeloading he will be an employee. The truth is this is all part of God’s plan for Jacob to make him a servant. You want to know what kind of servant you really are? Well you will never know until you are treated like one, so God is going to show Jacob what kind of servant he really is! 

Vs. 16-17 The commentary here on Laban’s older daughter Leah has left many to think that she was a homely thing. Several things have played into this perception:

1. Her name “Leah” means wild cow, which describes a person that is thin & tired. Now it is interesting that thinness is relative a modern perception of health & beauty. You only need go back a few 100 years & see pictures of what constituted health & beauty was plumpness. So perhaps Leah would today be on magazine covers & Rachael in “before” photographs.  

2. Secondly we are told here that her eyes were “delicate” or week so we get this picture of this woman with Coke bottle glasses that hurts your eyes to look at her. But when you do a study of the word in Hebrew it appears 17 times & of those 17 times only three of them is the word translated “week or delicate” the other times it is rendered “tender, great, inexperienced, gentle, soft, sensitive or faint”. My point is that based upon this phrase it is obvious only that Jacob was attracted to his perception of beauty & not that Leah was some how an ugly cow. It is my opinion that Leah had soft, tender or gentle eyes which conveys that she was not of a fiery personality as was Rachael. Leah was a tender woman where as Rachel was an aggressive lady & Jacob was more attracted to the out going personality of Rachael & not the laid back personality of Leah. 

Now that I have defended the honor of Leah it matters not in as much that Jacob considered Rachael not hard to look at. What a contrast she was to that of his mother who though was beautiful she is described more in her inward beauty then her outward appearance. As far as Jacob was concerned Rachael was a babe & who cares about her personality. 

Vs. 18-20 Jacob is willing to work for seven years for the dowry to have Rachael as his wife. Now as romantic & faltering, as this is I again remind you that Jacob is making this choice based upon outward attraction only. It is a foolish thing to be willing to spend the rest of ones life with someone based upon something that will not last as you see it now! We are told in 1 Peter 3:3-4 that “Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight.”  


Jacob’s offer comes from his heart & not his head as he cares not to know the customs of the land or the cost of the dowry being far more then normal. He is not after a bargain he wants Rachael. All of this does not go unnoticed by Uncle Laban. Let me paint a different portrait of romance then what is normal by looking at this picture. We would all think that Jacob is acting very romantically but think of this another way & you will see that he is acting impulsively & showing that he is governed by what he sees without any thought of the consequences. As wonderful as this is when Rachael is the object of actions ask yourself if you want that same behavior later on when it comes to running a household? Before I get myself into trouble let me say that all of us guys have said that “serving seven years for our wives seemed but a few days because of the love we have for them.” By the way make sure that you don’t reverse this phrase & say the a few days seemed like seven years! 


I’m reminded of the words of Paul in 2 Cor. 4:17 where he says, “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory”. As we wait for the time when we will see our Jesus & be with Him forever time flies by in anticipation. As seven years was a bargain for Jacob if that meant that he would have Rachael as his wife so to is serving him for the rest of my life a bargain when I consider having eternity with Him. 


There were strict guidelines that kept unmarried men & women apart from each other & even seeing each other. Which speaks of the truth that “true love” waits! Jacob was willing to wait seven years before he would be intimate with her & he considered it worth the wait! Sex is something that God has given us to say “I love YOU & not something that we say I love everyone or I love you & you  & you!”  

III. Vs. 21-35 One for the price of two

Vs. 21 In one verse the seven years are up & Jacob wants his Rachael now! Jacob is now 84 years old & still appears to be more guided by his hormones then his head. There is no mention of his praying over this instead all that is said is that she was a hottie. Far too much of Jacob’s responses are based upon what they had nothing to do with but were rather created by God to look like. Prov. 31:30 says, “Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised.” What is romantic is not what is always that which is best. It is Jacob’s romance that enables Laban to switch gals at his wedding night! Though seven years may have seemed as only a few days old Jacob was counting them none the less! As soon as they were up he goes to Laban & says, “Give me my wife!” 

Vs. 22-24 This answers how this could possible happen as three factors played into this:

a. Vs. 22 The wedding was a big production. Simply put it is what those who use “slight of hand” count on “distraction”. Seven days of celebration was what was customary & with everyone around he was not expecting anything. 

b. Vs. 23 It was at night & she would have been veiled with dim light he would not of know unless they spoke which it seems that there as no talking in the tent that night. 

c. Vs. 24 Leah must have loved Jacob as well as being subjection to her father Laban. She is given Zilpah as a maid whose name means “nearness or intimacy” how fitting is this, as she would desire intimacy with Jacob & never receive it. Jacob too would desire intimacy with Rachael but instead in the morning find Leah.  

Do you notice something familiar about this story? Is this not the same sort of thing that Jacob has done to his father? He pretended to be the older when he was in fact the younger, now he wants the younger & he gets the older. It was Isaac’s appetite that led to his being deceived & now it is Jacob’s appetite that is causing him to be blind to which sister he is sleeping with. For seven years he had dreamed of this night & he has in one week become over whelmed by his own passions & is unaware that Leah is not Rachael. 

Vs. 25 The bridal night is over & the sun not quite up perhaps as Jacob lay next to this woman whom he had waited seven years to marry think no doubt it was all worth it & what a glorious future they would have together as they could now move back home to his mother. The sun pears in the room & he leans over to give her a good morning kiss & BAM! Now again in the Irony of the moment look at the words, “What is this you have done to me?” Jacob blames Laban for everything & use the same words that Pharaoh & Abimelech had said to Abraham. He had served in good faith expecting what they agreed to but Laban had never said that he would do what Jacob had requested only that “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to another man.” Laban must have been a lawyer, as he never said “when” Rachael could be his. Again our sin always looks worse on someone else as now he feels for the first time what deceit feels like when it is done to him. It is a good thing to realize how our behavior feels upon ourselves. When we begin to treat others, as we would want to be treated ourselves, erring on the side of grace, praying that those who have sown may not reap what they have planted, then we have become to have compassion. 

Vs. 26-27 Strange that Laban forgot to tell Jacob of this custom until now! Laban proposes another plan to “help” Jacob get Rachael as his wife. “Tell you what I’m going to do, seven more years & she yours.” “Why you can even have her on credit!” According to the custom one week was Leah’s as Jacob would be her man for only a week but it was a week more then Rachael would ever get. Jacob would receive two when all he want was one, one for the price of two! Funny thing here no mention of the next seven years seeming as only a few days! 

Vs. 28-30 We must not assume that God was for this even though it is mentioned in the Bible. God’s plan was from the beginning “one man, one woman for life!” Now in most of our country we don’t practice “mass marriage” better known as “polygamy” instead people today practice “serial marriage” which is marrying more then one person only doing so one person at a time. 


Rachael is given Bilhah as her maid; her name means “terror” again how fitting it is that this fits Jacob’s feelings at the discovery of Laban’s deception. The phrase “he also loved Rachel more than Leah” speaks to the fact that like his mother & father he too had a favorite. The words literally means “loved less” so it means that he loved her but not as much as Rachael. 

Vs. 31-35 What a great God who looks upon the hearts of people & gives special grace to those rejected. Those picked upon & unloved He gives special love towards. She may have been neglected as far as her husbands love was concerned but not God’s love as He opens her womb & closes Rachael’s. Interesting for a guy who does not love her very much he sure doesn’t have a hard time going into her bedroom. The only affection Leah will receive is in giving children! As Leah names her sons you can see the move of her heart:

a. Ruben: “See a son” which suggests that she hoped that the birth of a boy would bring Jacob to love her. But it is never a son that can mend a heart only the Son of God can do that.

b. Simeon: Which means, “he hears”. In her explanation for the name she uses the covenant name for God which tells us that she recognizes that God hears her even if her husband doesn’t. 

c. Levi: “Attachment” which tells us that she is no longer seeking love from Jacob just attachment or security. 

d. Judah: “Praise” Leah has sought love from her husband to no avail now she has found love from the Lord & she praises Him for it. Being loved by God was far better then even being loved by a man. 

Move forward 1,000’s of years to two kings, which come from these two sisters. 

a. 1 Sam. 9:1-2 says, “There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power. And he had a choice and handsome son whose name was Saul. There was not a more handsome person than he among the children of Israel. From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.” Saul a handsome tall man, a mighty man of power, he was like his great great grandmother Rachael outwardly the perfect choice. 

b. 1 Sam. 16:12 says of David, “Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-looking. And the LORD said, "Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!” So? Well David came from Leah through Judah. Thus that Lord told Samuel “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” (1 Sam 16:7)       
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I.) Intro.

This story before us is of coarse a continuation of chapter 29:31-35. Now as you read this story it appears as though we have flipped your T.V. set on to one of those stupid trash T.V. shows. “Sisters who marry the same man, today of Jerry Springer!” There are several reasons why God has seen fit to put this story in the Bible.

a. To show us what the outcome of polygamy is. Though the Bible records many that disobeyed the teaching of monogamy you will not find one of them in all of scripture that has a happy ending.

b. Israel took great pride in its “roots” yet upon reading this story there is nothing to be proud of when considering their heritage. This was a fact that Moses would point out some 450 years later in Deut 7:7-8 saying, “The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; but because the LORD loves you.”  

c. This section serves as a very practical guide for us today showing what sex outside of God’s plan looks like. We live in a culture that not only sees nothing wrong with sex outside of marriage it promotes it. Leah will learn that no amount of sex would ever earn her the love of her man. Love is not manufactured through sex, sex will produce children but it will never produce love. To some love without sex is frustrating but sex without Biblical love is a tragedy!  

II. Vs. 1-13 Baby boxing

Vs. 1-2 Rachael’s beauty lead to the romantic notation that Jacob was willing to work 14 years to have her, yet reading these verses shows that this did not satisfy her. Can you imagine how she would strut around Haran for years believing that she was the most beautiful woman around because a man was willing to work to have her for 14 years? In the last chapter three times we are told that Jacob loved Rachael more then Leah, yet with the knowledge of her husbands love & his romantic actions towards her did not produce assurance & security. Listen carefully women, “loved based upon sex or physical attraction will never satisfy & bring security, instead they will destroy them!” Every where girls go in this world they are being told that all they need is a guys affection & care & this is based upon how they look. Rachael had the “look” to capture her man but what did it gain her? The planet is full of girls who have given up their bodies to get love only to find themselves discarded as the guy goes after another conquest. Oh, how romantic Jacob’s love must of felt for Rachael but in the end she is just as disillusioned as Leah, she feels just as unloved as her sister did. Guy’s view women as conquests the more they have the more man they are but this too is empty as they may have their conquests but at the price of companionship! 


Leah probably would say to her self, “If only I had Rachel’s looks & Rachel would say, If only I had Leah’s sons.” We all have this same problem don’t we looking at how God has blessed others instead of just setting our eyes on Him. Women in this era valued themselves based upon how many children they could produce for their husbands as we see in verse 13 based upon Leah’s words, “I am happy, for the daughters will call me blessed.”  Look at well at how fragile Rachel’s pride is when her beauty & love of Jacob turns into nagging envy & jealousy. She blames Jacob for her condition & we can’t help but remember the barrenness of Rebekah & Isaac as they prayed to God to open the womb. 

Vs. 3-5 Long before Moses wrote down God’s heart towards marriage a King named Hammurabi wrote down a code of laws to govern people. Under these laws a wife could give her maid to her husband & claim the offspring from such a union as her own. The maid reclined upon the wives lap while her husband impregnated her & when it came time to give birth she would again recline upon her the wife’s lap hence the words “she will bear a child on my knees”. They employ what the world deemed expectable & ignored the way of God. As weird as this practice seems to us think of it as we do today “sex outside of marriage”. 


 With the deed done the desired outcome is achieved it is thought of as “successful” which is called “situational ethics”. The sole criteria of evaluating if what was right is based upon if it worked, “Did it achieve the desired results?” Look how far this reasoning has taken Rachel as she has sunk to the low of use a baby to hit her sister over the head with. 

Vs. 6-8 Fascinating here how Rachel is quick to attribute the works of her flesh to God, again she does so because it achieved the results she desired & not because they were form following God’s word. Now where are we told that God opened the womb of Bilhah, yet still she name him “Judged by God”. Bilhah conceives a second time & she names this son “Wrestling” yet interprets struggling against her sister as a victory. Now by my figures the box score still reads 4 to 2 with Leah ahead. The wild thing is that Rachel appears more interested in winning the battle of the babies then what her actions say about her own character. No where is God mentioned or praised she is preoccupied with self & getting something over on her sister. 

Vs. 9-13 The last we saw of Leah in this was her growing in love with the Lord as she named her children names that recognized how much greater was God’s love for her then any mans could ever be. Her though we see a set back as she goes back into insecurity with head to head competition in the battle of the birthing maids. What has happened to Leah who had seen that it was the Lord who had opened her womb is the same God who has now seen fit to close it. Strikingly missing in Leah’s words is any mention of this work of the flesh of child production as coming from the hand of God. What this suggests is that we who have grown in our understanding of the Lord’s hand in our lives are not immuned to slipping back into the flesh & being more concerned with what works instead of what is right. 


Now her first four children she viewed as gifts from God now through the work of the flesh & Zilpah she sees them as:

a. “Good fortune” Gad
b. “How happy am I” Asher
Her greatest concern is what others will think of her & call her instead of what God thinks of her. What is greater in our eyes? God’s estimation of us or what the world thinks of us? 

III. Vs. 14-24 Where’s the baby?

Vs. 14-15 Ruben was most likely around five when he goes out to the field to pick his mother some flowers yellow flowers with matching berries. The word actually means “love apples” & there was a superstition that said eating these berries was a aphrodisiac as well as a fertility drug. Leah’s comments her reveals how she saw herself compared with her younger sister. She was Jacob’s legitimate wife & Rachel was his mere romantic boy toy. Rachel’s suggestion appears to be based upon Leah’s perception & is nothing more then prostitution. Is it not amazing how the two sister want what each other has>

· Leah wants the romance that Rachel has.

· Rachael wants the offspring the Leah has.

Rachel is so far from trusting God to open her womb that she is seeking “berry juice” therapy rather then trusting in the God who created the berries. 

Vs. 16-21 Based upon verse 17 it appears as though Leah prays to God to bless what she has paid for & God blesses her in spite of how she behaved. She thinks this is because she gave her maid to Jacob. Again it amazes me how quick we are to give credit to God for what their own flesh produced & to take credit from God when it was entirely from Him! 


She names her fifth son “Reward” but it was the reward of her flesh & not the reward of faith. Her sixth & last son is named “Dwelling” as it is the hope of her heart that one day will want to dwell with her as his wife. How foolish is it to seek after someone’s acceptance by means of giving your body for their pleasure. Leah had been satisfied with God’s love for her & now she traded it all away for the hope of the love from a man. According to 37:35 & 46:7,15 Dinah is not their only daughter but she is mentioned here for what will happen to her in chapter 34. 

Vs. 22-24 After all of Rachel’s plans have been exhausted God grants her hearts desire & open her womb. Based upon her words here in verse 23 it appears He did so based upon prayer. All to often we have an attitude that says, “When all else fails pray!” Instead it ought to be when prayer fails pray again. She names her first son of faith “may he add” which means to take away by adding. Far too many people fail to see the wisdom of marriage & staying away from sex outside of the protection of marriage. Even in the Church many folks have taken the used car approach of taking it out for a test drive & see no reason not to live together. For Christians the question is not whether or not two people can live together apart from being married because of coarse they can. The question is whether or not living this way apart from obedience to the word of God they can so live in all the fullness of joy, which is in Christ. The answer is they can not!     
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I.) Intro.

Twenty years have passed since Jacob moved to Haran, which we make him 96 years old. Thought the first seven years may have seemed but a few years we can be sure based upon this section the remaining 13 more then made up for the first seven. When Jacob came to seek a bride form the daughters of Laban he ended up with two when he only sought one. Laban had no sons now according 31:1 he has “sons”. So Jacob had went from being sole heir to a threat. I find an interesting principal in the life of faith, “God moves us when we become complacent & comfortable”. That move may not always be a physical location but it is always a move of the heart. Now from our perspective we do everything possible not to be moved, yet God will make it so that the we are moved & the change is always glorious! Such is the text before us.    

II. Vs. 25-43 Voodoo economics

Vs. 25-16 This must have taken place sometime after Joseph was born & after his 14 years of service was up. Just as Jacob had to remind Laban to give him his wife he now has to remind him that his debt has been paid. 


What is interesting is that 20 years have gone since he left his home but still he calls the promised land home. Jacob’s heart had not lost its longing & there were three things that no doubt contributed to this:

a. His feelings & dealings with the world & those in the world (Laban)

b. His desire to be with those who are like-minded & understand that which he understands.

c. The remembrance of that which God had told him upon his leaving the land of promise in chapter 28: 15 that He will be with him & bring back again. 

Here’s where I’m going with this Jacob, like us, is on a spiritual journey where God is bring a longing in his heart through outside & inside circumstances to desire to be home. Christian this is exactly what God allows happen in our life where the brightness of the world grows dim & the brightness of His presence is all we want! 

Vs. 27-28 Laban is in no hurry to see his “gravy train” leave the depot & wants to renegotiate his contract. Laban’s words “I have learned by experience” in literally “I have learned by enchantments”. Laban had mixed the belief in one God with pagan mysticism, which we shall see in chapter 31:19, 30 had influenced Rachel as she swiped his household gods. Whether it was consulting fortunetellers, reading taro cards or just simple observation, Laban wanted to keep Jacob on the Job & tells him, “Name your price!” Now had Jacob not already had some bad dealings with Laban he may have been taken in by this but instead Jacob has learned to turn Laban against himself.

Vs. 29-34 Here is how he did it:

a. Vs. 29-30 Jacob uses Laban’s own job evaluation against him. “Blessed you? Buddy when I started with you, you had nothing & now through me God has made you a wealthy man!”  

b. Vs. 30 The second part of this is what I call the hardship case. “Yeh, your rich when you had nothing but I still have nothing, where’s the profit sharing?”  

c. Vs. 31-33 Jacob plays the, “I’m a hard worker but a bad businessman role.” It is quite obvious that Jacob had planed this deal out for some time. Here then is the crux of the deal as Laban would have seen it.

1. No immediate compensation or pay raises. All Laban had to do was agree to the terms as laid out. So Laban would have seen the immediate benefit of winning if he accepted the terms. 

2. The future was that Jacob was to receive instead of payment all rare breads of sheep & goats. Most of the herd was of solid color & not mixed. Further more Jacob was to remove the spotted away from the solid so as to not further his income. 

3. Jacob agrees to continue to care for Laban’s flock for a relatively small amount of sheep. 

4. Finally Jacobs says that he wants to separate 60 miles from Laban’s herd so to ensure that Jacob would not cheat be allowing his herd to bread with Laban’s thus increasing his odds of producing spotted sheep.          

Vs. 34-36 I picture Laban with the voice of “Billy Crystal” saying “Such a deal!” Laban, the con artiest, had just been trapped by that which was his master passion “greed”! May this serve as a warning to us not to have any other passion then those things, which our Master has as His passion. Because if we do we will become possessed by that which possess us!      


Although Jacob does not necessarily employ these principals of success they are non the less true:

a. Vs. 25-26 Don’t make becoming wealthy your goal

b. Vs. 27 Make it your aim to prosper others before you prosper your self. 

c. Vs. 29-30 Make it your aim to be the best at what you do even if someone else benefits from your effort.

d. Vs. 31-33 Trust God to give you the increase & meet your needs.

Vs. 37-42 Here we see that Jacob new what he was doing when he made this offer to Uncle Laban. 

a. Vs. 37-39 Jacob peels limbs from green popular, almond & chestnut trees. Apparently he place these peeled limbs all around even in the drinking water. What on earth do we make of this? Two possibilities exist: 

1. First, that Jacob had bought into some sort weird superstition that the visual impression had some sort of influence upon genetics as the sheep reproduced. And when he began to see the results it confirmed it, but all along it was God supernaturally causing the sheep to give birth to spotted sheep. 

2. Second, some see this practice not in influencing genetics but rather as some sort of stimulus that encouraged the animals to mate more frequently, (a fact that is born out by the word conceived, which mean to be in heat). Sheep mate typically twice a year once in the fall & once in the spring. The use of these peeled limps perhaps encouraged the sheep to mate more often this producing a larger herd quicker then normal & thus increasing his odds. Remember Jacob had 70 years of shepherding experience.         

b. Vs. 40-42 Again there are two possibilities as to what Jacob was doing with having his spotted sheep face the solid color sheep of Laban:

1. Jacob is employ a psychological technique of “sheep per-pressure” so that the solid color sheep would produce spotted offspring.

2. The other possibility is that Jacob employed animal husbandry techniques of selective breeding. By removing the lambs of the spotted sheep & keeping the herds apart he would effectively slowed the breeding stimulus of Laban’s flocks. Further more Jacob made sure that the genetically healthier sheep were the ones that he wanted to breed more often. So that the outcome was the spotted sheep produced stronger sheep more often & the weaker solid color sheep produced much slower. 

Vs. 43 Irregardless of the process the outcome was that Jacob prospered much more then did Laban. I suppose we could argue that Laban had it coming & that he was getting what he deserved based upon his own greed, but if that is our justification for doing unto others then does that not leave us open to the same? Christian tow wrongs never make a right, the God who created the sheep can prosper us if He so chooses! 

III. Vs. 1-16 We can’t all just get along

Vs. 1-3 The out come of Jacob’s manipulation is very predicable & all to familiar to him as it is the same thing that happened 20 years earlier with his brother Esau. I suppose we all wonder at times if we will ever learn not to turn & trust in the energy of the flesh. 


Jacob’s success caused Laban’s envy as Laban’s greed had finally caused he to betaken advantage of. Twenty years ago Jacob had heard from the Lord now he is told to go back home & there are three things that God used to move Jacob closer to Him.

a. 30:25 God gave him the desire to go.

b. 31:1-2 The present circumstances made it unbearable to stay.

c. 31:3 The Lord gave him personal direction. 

Vs. 4-13 Jacob now has to convince his two wives of God’s direction & here is how he does it:

a. Vs. 5-9 Jacob speaks on how their father was a dirty crook.

1. Vs. 5-6 Laban ripped him off even still God had blessed

2. Vs. 7 Laban had continued to lie & could therefore not be a man who could be trusted.

3. Vs. 8- 9 Jacob knows that he is not honest dealer so he just makes sure that the one he is compared too is worse then he is.

b. Vs. 10-13 Jacob shares that it is God who has been directing him back to the land of promise. And as far as he is concerned God has further revealed this to him by allowing him to get the upper hand & such a crook. 

Vs. 14-16 Here is the first time these two sisters have agreed upon anything since Ruben flowers were traded for a night of passion for Leah. And what do they agree upon? Well that dad is a bum! They apparently recognize that polygamy has not worked out for either of them & it was all of dads doing. So it is easy for them to conclude that dad deserved to get taken as he certainly had not cared much for them to begin with! 


Hey may we see that in all of lives journey it is nothing if we do not simply walk with Him & following Him wherever He may lead us!  
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I.) Intro.

We come to the end of Laban in this chapter & we shall not see him again. He passes from the seen as a man who wanted the blessings of God apart from practicing the truth of God’s word. A man who sought religion for his own personal gain but was really only worshipping himself & in the end has neither. Yet God has used Laban to teach Jacob who is very much like Laban. 


Jacob’s life has so far been seen as a man whom God desired to bless but Jacob wanted to obtain the promises of God in the energy of the flesh. He left home because he had refused to submit to God over the issue of his birth right. Instead he ends up having to submit to his crooked uncle Laban. He came to seek a wife but found instead they he had to become a servant for the wrong woman because he did not want to submit to the rights of the first born. He deceived his father & was deceived by his father in law. He deceivingly sought the rights of the older while he was the younger, he then was deceived given the rights of the older why he wanted the younger. Jacob’s problem? Well it’s simple “Submission” to God & because he refused to submit to God he had to rely upon deception. This chapter is all about ethics which is best understood by saying that it is doing what ought to do not just what we have to do. In other words it is treating others, as you would want to be treated not just how they deserve to be treated. 


There was a pastor who went to visit a elderly lady one afternoon. As they were having fellowship the pastor eyed a bowl of peanuts & asked if he may have some. She said to help him self. As the afternoon wore on he continued to munch on the bowl of nuts until they were finished. Embarrassed, he offered to buy her some more, she replied “Oh Pastor don’t be concerned about eating all the peanuts you see since I lost my teeth I can’t eat them all I do is suck the chocolate off them & spit the nuts back in the bowl!” You see she was perfectly ok in doing what she did with her peanuts but ethically she should have told him she sucked the Chocolate off them first.  

II. Vs. 17-21 Running to God with your tail between your legs

Vs. 17-18 As we saw last week there were three things that moved Jacob from Haron where he had lived 20 years back to the land of promise. 

a. 30:25 A desire to go

b. 31:1-2 Circumstances that made it impossible to stay

c. 31:3 God Commanded him to go

All three of these combined together to make it clear to him that he should go. This seems always to be the way God guides in our lives: “The conviction of the Spirit of God within our hearts. The Word of God agreeing with the conviction & finally the outward circumstances making it possible to go.” Now the first two together will tell us that the way is right but without the third the time is not now. Yet if all we have is the circumstances apart from the conviction of the Spirit & the Word of God agreeing with the conviction then we can not be certain that the way is right. Think about this & you will see that if we simply applied this truth we might have saved us many mistakes. It is also interesting to me just on a practical basis Jacob did not move until he got the support from his wives I think that is Biblical wisdom as God has often used my wife to guide my heart to where it ought to be. 

Vs. 19-21 It is obvious that Jacob is leaving in the will of God but in doing so he is not going about it the right way. He is not treating Laban the way in which he would like to be treated. According Jacob words if verse 31 his action is not based upon faith but rather fear. He sneaks away, while Laban is our shearing sheep. Further more when you look at the geography in these words you see that Jacob waited until Laban was 70 miles away from Haron while he was three days journey in the opposite direction from Haron. Get the picture? Jacob waited until he had the most opportune time to leave instead of announcing his departure, trusted the Lord & left in victory. The way in which he leaves demonstrates that he was not trusting even though he was going the way in which he was suppose to go. Now what’s cool is that God is going to force Jacob to stop & take a stand & deal with the issue. The words, “headed towards Gilead” are literally “set his face toward Gilead” in other words he left with all he had & did so with complete resolve. Gilead means “perpetual fountain” & in a land of little rain speaks of a place of great blessing from God. So? Well think of this Jacob was obviously guided by God to go, he was under heavy conviction that he needed to go right away & set all he had into going. The place he was going was a total blessing yet with all that said he still went about this the wrong way! Away in which made where he was going clouded by the way in which he went! Christian don’t miss this as it explains a lot about how our convictions become polluted by our actions. Let me say this that I have discovered in my own life that it is much easier to change what I think then it is how I act! The first requires honest inquiry the second can only come about upon dying to self. 


Now concerning Laban’s household idols swiped by Rachael. These carved sticks had a twofold importance to those that owned them:

1. They signified ownership of property or possessions. Kind of like keys do to day.

2. Because they signified such they were thought of as “good luck charms”. 

What interests me is that these “household gods” could be stolen in the first place. It was considered a capital offence to steal them, a risk that Rachael was willing to take. Why did she do so? Well only three possibilities exist.

a. She was trying to keep her father from idol worship

b. She was trying take away his “mojo” & get even for the way in which he treated her

c. Or she realized that these tokens represented the inheritance that was suppose to be her sisters & hers (verse 15) that he had spent on himself. This is my guess as in the end Laban sets up a pillar so that just in case Jacob & his clan try to come back & claim what the household idols represented they were doing so at the risk of death. 

With that said it would be good for us to ask ourselves if anyone right now could steel our god or god’s? Is what we hold onto as being the most precious things in our lives theft proof? When it all comes down to it everything except Jesus can be taken from us. We need to be careful what we place on the throne of our hearts not only for our sakes but also for our children’s as well, seeing that Rachael realized that Laban’s gods were something that she wanted as well. 


Now we can see right off the bat two things wrong with Jacob’s departure:

1. They left without telling Laban, choosing to do so when Laban would be unable to catch them so they thought. 

2. Rachael stole her father’s gods, which were the right to claim a portion of his inheritance. 

What this shows us is that Jacob was going the right way the wrong way!                       

III. Vs. 22-35 Who stole my sticks?

Vs. 22-25 Three days pass before Laban finds out that they have left & he is not a happy camper. Based upon verse 30 he must have been somewhat suspicious as he searches his home to see if the house hold gods are still there. Now in verse 24 God speaks to Laban & warns him to be careful how he speaks to Jacob, which shows us that Laban did not have good intentions concerning Jacob, most likely believing that Jacob was going to try to further rip him off. The sad thing in this story to me is that in comparing Laban the nonbeliever with Jacob the believer there is not any difference in their behavior. The only thing that is different is that God had promised to Jacob’s grandfather Abraham & He always keeps His promises.   

Vs. 26-30 Laban has heard the word of the Lord to watch what he says to Jacob & tries diplomacy, (Webster’s dictionary defines this as the “skill in handling affairs without arousing hostility”). To read these words of Laban towards Jacob it would appear as if he is trying to make Jacob feel guilty for depriving him the opportunity to say good by to his daughters & grandchildren with a big party, (verse 27). In fact the words “stolen away” in verse 26 actually mean in the Hebrew to “steal ones heart away”. The trouble with Laban’s words is that they did not match his actions. His life had been characterized by selfishness even selling his daughters to Jacob & spending the dowry upon himself. May this remind us that all the “right words” apart from “right actions” have no meaning. We can not speak of love & affection to folks if we have not demonstrated such. One commentator put it this way, “It is what we do for those that we profess love for while they are amongst us & not what we say of them after they are gone that is the real measure of our love!”  


It seems as though Laban realized that guilt was not going to cause the desired effects from Jacob so in verse 29-30 he tries to be a bully by saying that he had the power to harm him but God intervened. Now Laban represents a lot of folks as he:

a. 30:27 Acknowledges the blessings of the Lord

b. 31:29 The power & sovereignty of the Lord, even heeding the warning.

c. 31:30 Yet he has never entered into a relationship with God as he is chasing Jacob around the countryside to retrieve some sticks he worships because they had been ripped off. 

Laban knows of the Lord but has never gone the next step & trusted solely in Him choosing rather to worship that which can be taken from him. 

Vs. 31-35 Jacob’s response is not much better as he confess that his actions were based upon fear & not faith. Ok now lets put this into perspective, Jacob professes to believe in the God who spoke & the worlds came into being right? So when is he running from a man who worships sticks? God had told Jacob in 28:15 “Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.” No where in these words spoken to him do we read, “Except in the case of a man who worships sticks then all bets are off!”  I was reading the 23rd Psalm on Wednesday  & the first verse just spoke to me “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.” Looking at this another way if right now “I want” then I’m not acting as if the Lord is my Shepherd. Oh how many times have I failed to trust God to accomplish what He promised so I’ve gone to my back up plan of obtaining His promises in the energy of the flesh! 


Well has Rachael learned the art of deception & lying from her father & husband. No doubt Jacob would never had made this pledge if he thought Rachael had stole the sticks. It seems as though they get away with this but if we look ahead to 35:2-4 we shall see that these household idols are buried at Bethel as the family dies to a divided heart. Perhaps it is time for us to recognize the death of all that we worship that can be taken from us & bury in the presence of God at the Bethel “house of God”. Looking at this it is difficult to see how God could bless Jacob & I suppose if it was based upon human merit there could be no blessing instead His blessing is based upon pure grace lavished upon us in spite of us & not because of us.    

IV. Vs. 36-55 Don’t mess with Mizpah

Vs. 36-42 The years of friction now boil over as Jacob uses no diplomacy & speaks his mind towards Jacob. Jacob does not but the hurt feelings line of Laban & instead asks, “What’s the real reason you came after me?” Then he suggests that the real reason is not to say good by but because he thought Jacob had ripped him off. Jacob does not realize that Rachael had indeed ripped of Laban’s gods so he says, “Put up or shut up & since you can’t put up shut up!” 


Jacob then retraces 20 years of Laban’s infractions that had not gone unnoticed even if they had gone un-dealt with! 

· Laban had not suffered neglect even though he had missed treated Jacob

· Laban had never suffered loss even if it was not Jacob’s fault he still paid

· Jacob had never taken a vacation, sick leave ot r any other benefit that he himself did not pay for. 

· Finally Jacob says in verse 42 God is on my side something that Laban had already said by admitting that God spoke to him to watch what he said to Jacob. 

With all of these as arguments in his favor look closely at his words 42 & you will discover something very interesting. “Unless the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely now you would have sent me away empty-handed. God has seen my affliction and the labor of my hands, and rebuked you last night.” What’s missing in this statement? Well we see that God is the God of Abraham & he is the God of his father Isaac but no where does he say that he is his God! This is further born out in the fact as great as a speech to Laban as this verse is his actions had shown to all that Jacob did not yet understand that God was his God as well! He was not convinced with the truth that he spoke of instead he sees his blessings as coming from his own hands (verse 42) & he acted as such! Jacob’s prosperity had nothing to do with his piety nor his productivity it was pure grace! 

Vs. 43-55 Laban says that all that Jacob has was once his but this is not so all that Jacob has is God’s & will always be so. They set up a tower of stones as a border between them as a witness & they can not even agree on what they name it. But they do agree in that they both need to keep their distance from each other. It is interesting that today you will see people ware coins that say the word “Mizpah” on it as folks think this is some sort of a good look charm but really it means “God is watching”. Many organizations have this as a motto. But clearly in the context this statement is not a blessing of future fellowship but rather an armistice & warning. The effect of this pillar between Jacob & Laban was, “If you come on my side of this line all deals are off & if I catch you I’m going to kill you!” In reality this word ought to be associated with a D.M.Z with the only hope of survival being the Lord’s protection.    
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III. Vs. 13-32 Pinning your “self” down

I.) Intro.

There is perhaps no greater chapter in all the Bible that illustrates the death of the old nature then the one before us. Three times in scripture Paul uses the phrase “old man” in reference to our flesh:

a. Rom. 6:5-6 “For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.” 

b. Eph 4:21-24 “you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.” 

c. Col. 3:8-10 “But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,”

And my point is? Well Jacob in this story is an “old man” of 90 & he is fighting against the Lord but in this chapter he is going to lose & in losing he will win! Jacob’s life has been a battle as he has consistently tried to secure the promises of God in the energy of the flesh but in this chapter the One whom he has been fighting against for control over his life is going to take on the form of a man. And he is going to allow Jacob to wrestle & put every effort imaginable to win. Yet God is going to cripple him so that Jacob would gain victory over himself & rule with God. 

II. Vs. 1-12 Ready to surrender

Vs. 1-2 When Jacob was 70 he left home for the first time as a self-reliant man that had been defeat by his own schemes. Twenty years later he is returning as a wealthy man who has met the Lord twenty years earlier but he is still a self-reliant man. This is the third time that Jacob will encounter angels:

a. 28:12 Twenty years when he first met the Lord at Bethel.

b. 31:11 When the Lord spoke to him about going back to the land of promise.

c. 32:1 Here as Jacob comes back into the land he sees them again.

So what’s the common denominator in each of these three encounters? Well it seems that each time God sends His angels to meet him & confirm the direction, in which God has him going. In a time of great uncertainty this was a very needed thing.


It seems as though these angels just show up but perhaps what changed is not the angels but Jacob’s eyes were opened to them being there. Such was the case in 2 Kings 6:15-17 where Elisha’s servant’s eyes were opened to the angels that had camped around them. Jacob names the place Mahanaim or “two host, double camp”. There was a little camp of helpless, defenseless people & a greater camp of angels who were there to protect him & his against every foe surrounded it. Man what a great encouragement this must have been. 

Vs. 3-6 It is interesting to see Jacob send out his messengers right after God had sent him His. It seems as though Jacob wants to make right the wrong he did 20 years earlier. Several things point to this:

A. “Thus your servant Jacob says”: Servant? My lord Esau? Twenty years earlier Esau had sworn to kill him & now Jacob humbles himself before his brother. Perhaps Jacob had gained insight from being a victim of Laban’s deceptions & now wanted to make it right.

B. “I have dwelt with Laban and stayed there until now. I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and female servants”: In other words I’ve done my time & I am not coming back to claim what I stole from you, even though their father had given it to him. 

Verse six tells us that the messengers come back with news that say that Esau is coming to meet him with 400 men. It is not difficult to see these words from Jacob’s eyes, Esau was a man of the sword & he has gathered 400 men of like mind to settle the score. Jacob had wanted to know if he had “found favor in Esau’s eyes” well the thought of 400 men coming with a man that swore to kill him seems to have answered the question. Mom had told him twenty years earlier in 27:45 that she would send word when Esau cooled down & she had not contacted him. 


Now lets put this back into the context of the angels encamped around him & the assurance of chapter 28:15 where the Lord had promised to never leave him & bring him back into the land of promise. What we have here are two things that seem to be mutually exclusive & opposite. God’s word & promise, which were just reinforced with angels, encamped around him & the haunts of past failures seen in circumstances that look bad. So which one do you believe God’s Word or the situation? Is it not amazing how we can be so assured of God & His Word one moment & completely overwhelmed in a situation the next? 

Vs. 7-12 The word “distressed” here means to be tightly pressed. The squeeze was on the sleaze Jacob & he was buckling under it. So he decides on a twofold coarse of action:

1. Vs. 7-8 He divides his camp: He splits in half the people & animals. His reasoning is worldly sound, if Esau attacks one camp then the other will have time to escape. The word for “two” in the Hebrew is the same word used to describe the angels in circling him. Perhaps he thought this was the point of the angels? It was not wrong to divide the camp but the motivation was fear & not faith, well did Shakespeare say, “Conscience does make cowards of us all!” How many of us Christians are crippled by our past? We won’t believe that Jesus has really settled all our accounts? 

2. Vs. 9-12 He prays: When all else fails pray seems to be his motto. Instead it should have been “Pray, no matter what fails”. He has four parts to his prayer that ought to serve as a model:

a. Vs. 9 He remembers God’s Word: Back in chapters 28:13-15 & 31:3 God had spoke these precious promises to him & now Jacob recites them back to God holding onto them. Folk’s much of our prayer ought to be scripture as we appropriate what God has already promised towards us. It is because we fail to do this that we are often in a panic over what is already our in Christ. 

b. Vs. 10 He is thankful: In chapter 31:42 Jacob had thought that he was blessed based upon his own effort now he sees himself as not worthy. Literally this reads, “I have always been to little & I still am”. Wow it took something greater then himself for him to realize that he had always been little. Now Jacob is thankful for what God has done instead of thinking it was because of him it was now in spite of him. Jacob is approaching God not on his faithfulness but rather upon God’s faithfulness. 

c. Vs. 11 He is honest: Jacob’s prayer is spoken in honesty as he asks God to deliver him because he is afraid, there is no con, no sugar coating his words just plain & simple honesty & confession. Hey, why not try telling God the truth when we pray, it’s not as if He doesn’t know the truth anyway! 

d. Vs. 12 He rests upon God’s Word: The bulkhead, the rock in which Jacob makes his stand is the promises God has made to him & his grandfather Abraham. By faith Jacob now appropriated them to himself. George Mueller was once asked what the most important part of prayer was, he answered, “The 15 minutes after I have said Amen!” No matter how great the prayer was as you spoke from your heart towards God, no matter how much you believed it when the words were on your lips the truth of the matter is what you will do with what you believed when you have stopped praying. Prayer always changes things & the first thing it ought to change is you & I!  

III. Vs. 13-32 Pinning your “self” down

Vs. 13-20 This is at first glance a cleaver strategy as sending gifts in waves (verses 13-16) to Esau which no doubt was to send a message that he was a changed man. He was now a guy that would rather give then receive, serve rather than rule. All he wanted was to be a blessing & not to come & get blessed. 


Yet as true as that is we can also see a lack of trust in the Lord. First off we have his own words in verse 20, “I will appease him with the present that goes before me, and afterward I will see his face; perhaps he will accept me.” Jacob’s concern is not with Esau accepting him rather it is in the fear that he won’t. If Jacob trusted the Lord as he had prayed where in this procession do you suppose he would have been, at the head of it or at the end of it? There is that wonderful old hymn “I surrender all” perhaps if Jacob wrote it one of the stances would have went, “I surrender all the goats, & if that is not enough I surrender all the sheep & if that is not enough I’ll surrender the camels as well!” That which needed to be surrendered was not what Jacob owned it was rather the ownership of his heart! 

Vs. 21-23 Jacob sends the presents over in waves then at night sends his wives & children over the river Jabbok which means “wrestler” which was taken from the event about to take place. The river is about 25 miles from where they camped & was only 30 feet wide & waste deep. So Jacob is all-alone with only himself & his fears. 

Vs. 24-25 Notice the wording here carefully, who was it that wrestled with whom? It was a Man that wrestled with Jacob & not the other way around. So who was this man? Well we are told:

a. Vs. 30 “I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.” Clearly Jacob believes that the Man who wrestled with him was God. 

b. Hosea 12:3-5 “He took his brother by the heel in the womb, And in his strength he struggled with God. Yes, he struggled with the Angel and prevailed; He wept, and sought favor from Him. He found Him in Bethel, And there He spoke to us; that is, the LORD God of hosts. The LORD is His memorable name.” 

The only conclusion we can make is that the Man in whom Jacob wrestled was none other then a preincarnate manifestation of Jesus. One of the great tragedies in modern Christianity is all the effort we do in the energy of the flesh. We use techniques that our old nature is inclined to use. Hey, if it works God must be into to it, for the ends justify the means. The Church does not pray & trust God to change hearts instead it tries to outmaneuver our opposition. God is for us & He wants us to obtain His victory but He will not let us obtain it through our fleshly methods. The Prophet Zechariah spoke saying, “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' Says the LORD of hosts.”  Here in verses 25-26 I see three ways to obtain spiritual victory:

1. Vs. 25 Recognize our own inadequacy: It appeared from Jacob’s perspective that he & the Lord were pretty evenly matched but that was in appearance only. Amazingly we wonder how Jacob was able to keep up his strength until day break but when we consider ourselves many of us have been wrestling with the Lord over areas of our lives for years. It amazes me how at times I act as if I can really contend with God hanging onto my pride & self will. Why at times we even seem to get a move over on the Lord. When the Lord just touched Jacob’s hip he was completely defeated & helpless. Notice that it says that the Lord “did not prevail” & not that He “could not prevail”. So? Well that means that God wanted to take the “fight” out of Jacob & get him to quit trying to do things in his own strength. The scene reminds me of wrestling with a three year old. Now they may think they are winning but the truth is at a second they are defeated. Christian we obtain spiritual victory the moment we are at the end of ourselves, when we see the futility of using our own strength to obtain what can only be ours when we trust Him. IS it not interesting that it was Jacob's hip? When the hip is out of place a person can not stand. Paul would say in 1 Cor 10:12 “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.”      

2. Vs. 26 Trust only in what God has promised: Jacob only asked what he Lord had promised & that was to bless him. It was God’s word that Jacob wanted to claim. 

3. Vs. 26 Held onto to God: Jacob had come to the end of himself & was hopeless & helpless. So he did what we all must cling to the Lord. He was finally totally dependent upon the Lord & it only took 90 years to get there. It is of the greatest importance that we come to the place where we are conquered & broken by the Lord. Jacob now knew practically what he knew intellectually God was mightier then he. Hosea 12:4 tells us that Jacob sought God’s blessing as “He wept” he was defeated but because he had lost he won!  

Vs. 27-32 God asks Jacob his name which forces he to deal with his own failures. “I’m a con-man, a sneak & a manipulator that’s who I am Lord.” Perhaps for the first time in his life Jacob saw who his real enemy was, it was not his father or Esau nor was it Laban I was the person who stared back at him in the mirror every day. Now upon that confession God changes his name to Israel. In Hebrew this is the combining of two words “rule” & “God”, some versions make God the object of the verb rule instead of the subject but in the Hebrew it ought not to be so. For instance Daniel is the combining of Judge & God but you would not interpret this Judges God rather God judges. So too here it ought not to be “rules with God” or as some have it “prince with God” instead it ought to be “God rules”! Do you get it? God changed Jacob’s name from Jacob rule to God rules! Here is how Jacob “prevailed” he endured through the struggle until he was thoroughly whipped & in losing he won. Folk’s we must never give up until we have lost! Jacob has to memorials one spiritual the other practical:

a. The river where he was baptized into his own death & it was this death that caused him to know that he had seen the face of God

b. Then Jacob was given a continual limp so that every step he would take the rest of his life would remind him that he needed to do so in God’s strength & not his own!  
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I. Intro.

As we saw in the last chapter Jacob has had an encounter with the Lord that has left him changed. He had been brought down to only being able to cling to the Lord in his wrestling. Two things happened as a result of the Lord wrestling with Jacob:

a. He would forever walk with a limp.

b. His name would be changed from (Con man) to (God rules). 

It is interesting to note that in these two manifestations that accompanied Jacob’s encounter with the Lord one was far more lasting then the other. His physical limp followed him the rest of his life & no doubt served as a reminder of the dangers of trying to stand in ones own strength. The change of name was far less permanent. To do a word search through out the rest of Genesis on the names “Jacob” & his new name “Israel” after this encounter at Peniel is to discover that he is only revered to as Israel 23 times while being known as Jacob 45 times, almost double the amount. By way of comparison looking at his grandfather Abraham he is never again revered to by his old name Abram. The sad truth is that we relate far more with Jacob then we do Abraham our battle is one that is far more difficult then phyically walking with a limp it is walking with a new name! The trouble is that we far to often look just like our old self’s instead on the new creations that we are in Christ. 

II. Vs. 1-16 A divided man

Vs. 1-3 It seems as though these verses happen immediately after Jacob’s encounter with the Lord & the interesting point is the very next morning that which had driven Jacob to wrestle with the Lord has not been removed. Often times we assume that staying up all night seeking the Lord & even hearing from the Lord will change our circumstances but what has changed is not the circumstances but the means of over coming them. God does not always remove the obstacles from our path but He will always give us the power in Him to over come them. Of greater concern then not seeing a change in our circumstances ought to be not seeing a change in our reaction to them. Jacob so arranges his family to represent his love towards them, (the greatest love of his heart being at the end of the parade). He may be hoping for the best but he is still preparing for the worst, the only change in we see in that which Jacob loved the most is that he is no longer the number one & instead is in last place! 


As Jacob rode up with 400 men there is Jacob bowing to him seven times. In that culture bowing was a sign of submission, away of saying that he wanted no social power over Esau. What is interesting to note is that 20 years earlier if Jacob would have just allowed the Lord to work all of this would not have been necessary as Isaac promised in 27:29 “Let peoples serve you, And nations bow down to you. Be master over your brethren, And let your mother's sons bow down to you.”  

Vs. 4-7 If we stop the words of verse 4 with “Esau ran to meet him” one wonders what expression was upon the face of Jacob & how it must of changed when we are told in the rest of verse 4 that Esau “embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him”.  We probably know why Esau wept but the reason Jacob wept may have been for several reasons:

· Surprise

· Relief

· Grief, over past as well as doubting the Lord!

Is it not great how the Lord works in situations apart from us? God can & does so much through a broken humbled heart. The greatest distance known to man is not to measure in miles or light years instead it is measured in the inches from the head to the heart! There is no mention of the past by either of them, God has worked it out & there is no to dredge it all up instead Jacob introduces his family that God has given him. 

Vs. 8-11 There is a case I suppose to be made that Jacob was seeking to pay some sort of restitution towards Esau but I think more likely that the gifts had more to do the with the future then they did the past. What is known is that in this culture one would never accept a gift from an enemy, only from a person you would consider your friend. That makes Jacob’s insistence of Esau accepting the gifts like trying to buy his brothers friendship. Both claim that they “have enough” but the words are two different ones. Esau’s word means “much” & Jacob’s means “everything”. Based upon Genesis 36 where we are given the history of Esau it is most likely that Esau had far more possessions then did Jacob yet Jacob describes what he has in terms of everything & not much. So what’s the reason for this? Well Jacob tells us here in verse 11 “God has dealt graciously with me”. The difference is that what Esau has is from the world as he had defeated the Horites & conquered the land of Seir to obtain it. That which is gained from the world may amount to “much” but it will never add up to “everything” apart from the Lord dealing graciously with us!  


In the last chapter verse 28 Jacob’s named had been changed from “con man” to “ruled by God” but now he is already beginning to look more like the old con man then the new ruled by God. I find it always easier to trust God in the moment where He has revealed His truth to my heart & still another thing to trust Him each & every moment afterwards. The outcome is that it is easier to take Jacob out of the world than it is to take the world out of Jacob. Though we can still see some victory, Jacob had once swindled Esau’s birth right for a bowl of stew now he insists upon giving up flocks & herd’s for nothing.

Vs. 12-16 Esau is the one in this section that behaves more in line with that of a believer as he offers to travel with Jacob & after that is turned down he offers to leave his men as an escort. The obstacle in Jacob’s life in inheriting all of the promises of God was not his father favoring Esau; it was not Esau being the oldest. No it was himself as he refused to submit to God. As I look at this it could not be any clearer than this: “The one you feared offers to escort you back to the land that God had promised was yours!” But instead of trusting God & seeing this has clearly coming from His hand Jacob chooses diplomacy. Someone was once asked to give an illustration of what the word meant & they said; “It is the art of saying nice doggie to draw the dog close enough so you can pick up a rock to hit it with!” That is what Jacob does here in these verses as he offers to join Esau in Seir all the while he is playing to do the opposite. If you take a look at a map of this area you will find that Seir is south east of Peniel & Succoth is north west of Peniel. So? Well that means as soon as Esau takes off & puts some time & distance between them Jacob heads off in the opposite direction. Yes chapter 36:7 does tell us that the land where they were at together could not support them together but never indicate that the deception given here by Jacob was the answer to the problem. You wonder how long Esau waited for Jacob to show up until he realized that Jacob had conned him again. After all of Jacob’s talk of “having everything” & God’s grace his actions revealed that these things weren’t true even though they were! The truth is that Spiritual profession without holy conduct is a reason so many refuse to believe the truth’s we have told then concerning God!  

III. Vs. 17-20 A compromised man

Vs. 17 Here is yet another sign that Jacob’s name has still remained the same he first chooses to move to a place named “booths” (Succoth). He had lived without a permanent home but now he seeks a place to put down roots. So? Well that would not be so bad except for the fact that it was not in the land of promise. He built a house, which suggests that he lived there for a while. At Bethel his home was the House of God & he has treaded it in for a “booth.” In chapter 34 Jacob is going to learn that he should have not stayed. The area was green & lush perfect for a time of ease & prosperity & away from the rockiness of living in the house of the Lord but with comfort in the world comes trials.   

Vs.18 Next he moves safely to “safety” as Shechem means “in peace or safe & sound”, so this is a play on words as it says that Jacob came in peace to a place of peace. In pitching his tent before the city it reveals that his intent was to join the city. Oddly enough we are told that he is moving back closer to where he came rather than where God had called him. 

Vs. 19-20 He buys some land from a family that is going to cause him much grief in the next chapter & it will be this grief that will get him to finally get back to Bethel in the 35th chapter. In all of this Jacob finally pays money for something that God said was his already. Erects an altar calling it God the God of Israel even though he had not acted as though this was true. We often think that we can counter act our behavior by giving God a bone every now & then. He does not want our occasional sacrifice; he wants our whole hearts! He may which to worship God but he can not do so in a place where God does not want him to be. Even though this was the same place that his grandfather had built an altar it was still not where God had told him to be. Great name historical place but still the wrong place! The conclusions?

a. We are never safer then when we are uncomfortable: Are trouble is that we try to make our lives far too comfortable. We spend far too much energy trying to find ways in which w can make our experience with God a matter of convenience & not one of necessity! Simply put we make our God to safe choosing the green plains where life is simple to the Rock’s in the House of God.

b. We are never more in danger when we think we are secure in the things of the world: For it is during these times that we are lest inclined to trust & obey the Lord. Instead of seeing the Lord as our only hope He doesn’t make our top ten list. A life of complacency supplants a life on the cutting edge & peace is preferred to purity, prosperity to piety & safety to spirituality. 

Thank God it is not a place where He will allow us a permanent address!   
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I. Intro.

As we last left Jacob he had moved to Shechem from Succoth yet God had called him back to Bethel. Dinah is most likely in her teens & her brothers Ruben, Simeon, Levi & Judah are in there 20’s. This means that by the time the 34th chapter starts they have lived in Shechem & Succoth for ten years. Those ten years of live in a land that is not where God had called them is going to catch up to them in this chapter. It does not matter how small the disobedience in our lives may be we will always suffer loss. The loss may be a lack of spiritual power, a poor testimony, anxious heart or troubled life but there will always be a loss for a life not submitted to the Lord. As we read through this chapter it contains yet another black eye upon God’s chosen people. One wonders about the truth that from this group of people God would chose to bring forth His only begotten Son. Most likely Jacob is the original author of this section & Moses the editor. In light of this fact Jacob holds no punches when sharing with the nation his families failures. My point is two fold:

· Clearly this is an inspirited book as no biographer chooses to right of there down falls.

· God’s choice of this group of people to be the object of His love is not based upon their worthiness. This is born out in His words through Moses is Deut. 7:6-8 “the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth.  The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples.” 

II. Vs. 1-12 A deal for Dinah

Vs. 1 Jacob had lied to Esau & brought his family to a place where God had not directed him. In chapter 31:13 as well as 35:1 God clearly indicates to him where he wanted him to be. Yet Jacob chose the place to settle based upon what would be easiest & comfortable. It seems to me that we all to often fall into this same trap of wanting to be close enough to the world to enjoy it’s benefits while trying to balance a life that is separate to God. 


We are not certain whether or not Dinah was familiar with the customs of the Canaanites but girls did not go out unattended, as they were considered easy. To go out without an escort was saying that they wanted to get with a guy. Perhaps she went out with out the permission of her parents but there is always an inherent danger when parents live to close to the world as our children won’t know the dangers of the customs!  To Dinah she just wanted to go & hang out with her friends “the daughters of the land”. But she did not understand that no girl went out on her own. The standards & morals of society was so low that no where do we see Shechem or his father Hamor ever apologize for the rape of Dinah. 

Vs. 2 The word “violated” is the same word rendered “desecrated” in regards to a temple. Simply put the desecration of a temple & the dishonor of sex outside of marriage is regarded with the same passion from the Lord. Personal purity & spiritual purity are forever linked, as you can not have one with out the other. Promiscuity was not only common it was encouraged as it was part of the religious system & the fact that Shechem was a prince made it all more his right. Far to many today want to take the “S” out of SIN & make it just IN but that is not the way God spells it. In fact you will notice what the middle letter is in sin, “I”! The reason for this is we are always in the middle of sin! 


There is no doubt in my mind that Dinah well understood the reason why she ought not go out in the land unattended after her rape. Neither is there any doubt in my mind that Jacob understood that he had failed his daughter by living so close to the world & by not being her covering as her father. Parents face this same choice today with their daughters, “Dad can I go out with my friends to So & So.’s house?” “Will there be any boy’s there?” Listen carefully girl’s your dads know that boys play by a different set of rules then you do! 

Vs. 3-4 The words “was strongly attached” is literally saying that Shechem “clung” onto her. There is no doubt that Shechem was attracted to her but that does not mean that he was in love with her. For if he had truly cared for her he would not have violated her. We get a true since of his feelings for her in his words to his father Hamor “Get me this young woman”. What he wanted was the pleasure she gave him as he had sex with her. He wanted her for what she could give him not what he could give her. Shechem’s love was the “get me” kind not the “give me” kind! I want you to notice something here ladies as it relates to men as it says concerning Shechem that he “he loved the young woman and spoke kindly to the young woman.” The words “he loved” suggest something very different then biblical love. Other translations interpret this as:

· “But Shechem was attracted to Dinah, so he told her how much he loved her.” (CEV)

· “But he found the young woman so attractive that he fell in love with her and tried to win her affection.” (GNB)

· “Since he was strongly attracted to Dinah, daughter of Jacob, indeed was really in love with the girl, he endeavored to win her affection.” (NAB)
What’s my point? His attraction is what fueled his actions; his motivation in his behavior was to “get this young woman”! It is possible for a man to be “very attracted” to a lady & show her kindness & romance to win her affection in order to “get her” for his pleasure. Women forget this all too often. Here is a saying that ought not be forgotten “Men give love to get sex, women give sex to get love!” Men say, “If you love me you will let me have sex with you!” Women ought to respond with, “If you love me you will respect me enough to wait until we are married!” How kindly was Shechem acting if he was willing to rob her of her honor & then only when he did not get consent to have sex with her again offer to marry her. What kind of husband would Shechem be if before he was married to Dinah he was unable to control his own passions? What kind of husband or boy friend is a guy going to be if he can not bridle his passions towards you? What makes you think he can bridle his passions towards another woman later if he can’t bridle his passion towards you now? 


A 1960 Stanford research study called the “marshmallow test” sought to do research to see if delaying “self gratification” had any effect upon other social behaviors. They took four-year-olds & gave them a choice of one marshmallow now or two if they waited 5 minutes. Then over the next 12 years they monitored those same children in the two categories. What they found was startling, those that grabbed the 1 marshmallow opting for immediate self-gratification tended to be more troubled teenagers, they averaged 210 points lower on their SAT scores as well. The study proved that teaching our children to delay self-gratification made for a better group of young adults. The problem is that as young adults we all think that we are alone able to decide what is best for us as far as liberty & freedoms are concerned. In fact we are very upset when we don’t get to do what others get to do, (Dinah wanted to go out & see the daughters of the land, Shechem wanted to have sex with Dinah outside of marriage). However it is later in life that we learn the consequences of our miss guided freedoms. The fruit of freedom without the maturity to handle it is always spoiled & rotten it is also something that we pay for the rest of our lives for picking prematurely.  

Vs. 5-7 It seems that according to verse 26 that Dinah remained at Shechem’s house after the date rape & thus Jacob must of learned of this some other way. Yet with that said he remains silent on the whole scene choosing rather to wait for her brothers to take charge. Several things seem to have happened even if we don’t know the reason why.

a. Jacob does not appear to be outraged; neither does he take any responsibility being her parent for living so in an area that was opposed to biblical principals. 

b. His abdicating his position of head ship in his family created a void which his two younger sons, with out God’s experience & wisdom, were very eager to fill the void he left. 

All to often our response or shall I say lack of response in dealing with conflicts furthers the crisis that has already begun. Far to many people see any conflict as a negative to be avoided at any cost & do just what Jacob does “hold his peace”.  As a leader Jacob should not of held his peace instead he should of accepted his responsibility for being in the wrong place, then he should of got his daughter from Shechem & demanded justice be done for her harm! Instead he says nothing & waits until her brothers come home. Some say that it was the brother’s responsibility to protect their sister & that he was waiting until they got back to deal with it 


Finally the two families are going to come together to deal with the situation & they have two very different responses to the situation:

a. Vs. 7 Jacob’s sons were grieved & angry: They were hurt & it burned exceedingly hot in them & this left unchecked caused them to commit an even greater sin. 

b. Vs. 8-12 Hamor & Shechem offer four things to resolve the matter:

1. Vs. 8 He explains the away the matter by saying what is common today, “If you love someone it’s ok to take advantage of them!” There is no apology only a justification for the rape.

2. Vs. 9 Such a union isn’t such a bad thing, as it will create an opportunity for everyone else. You may be familiar with this excuse as it goes like this, “Everyone else is doing it!” 

3. Vs. 10 Next he says something that again we are all very familiar with, “Hey if you do it you will be part of the popular group!” You will be able to hang out with all the right people & have all of the stuff they have. 

4. Vs. 11-12 Finally, Shechem opens his mouth & says, “How much do you want for her!” Now that’s love isn’t it gals? Effectively he is making Jacob & her brothers Diana’s pimps! “Hey, now that we have had sex do you want to go out some more?”        

III. Vs. 13-31 From a relationship to religion
Vs. 13-17 Here then is the counter offer by Simeon & Levi: All the men of the city need to be circumcised. 

They were right to refuse the marriage proposal based upon two reasons:

a. They were not to inter marry with non-believers. Christians listen carefully don’t go out with those who do not share your passion for Jesus Christ.

b. The way that Shechem had treated their sister was also a great reason for them to refuse the proposal. There was nothing in the way Shechem had treated Dinah before or after the incident that demonstrated that he was a man of character.

Yet with that said they certainly didn’t handle this situation biblically. They used their profession of faith as a basis of deception, worse yet the symbol of the cutting away of the old nature & the covenant made with God was used to deceive them. They appeared to be holy & concerned about their relationship with God while planning to kill them. Talk about your mixed messages. There is an interesting point here though as many a professing Christian goes to Church yet sleeps around! They were angry at Shechem raping their sister so they rape their relationship with God & prostitute it’s outward sign for the purpose of murder. Notice that this conversation is attributed to Jacob’s sons & not Dinah’s brothers as they certainly looked like their father. Why would they go along with this? Well it was the promise of gain & the fact that circumcision was not unheard of in that culture & seeing the Shechem was a prince if he was willing to go through with it then it must be a cool thing to do. Again you will notice the absence of any word from Jacob as he has left the headship of the family to two 20 something’s! 

Vs. 18-24 The deception based upon lust & greed played right into the hands of Jacob’s two son’s revenge. Society held Shechem in such high regards that they went along with it. It is amazing what men will do to get with women a point that many women will exploit. The whole of society works on this as women bare their bodies in hope to attract men thus exploit men’s natural lusts them men in turn use & exploit women as just objects to feed their fantasies. 

Vs. 25-29 They then killed all of the men of the city in total disregard to God’s covenant. Yes they rescued their sister but in their behavior they further raped her by treating her as an object & a possession. Notice they waited until the third day, as the healing process would have been the most painful at that time. They justify the murder of the entire city & the morals of the community by saying that Shechem had disgraced their sister but how did the punishment fit the crime? They plunder the city & make the inhabitants their slaves what a great witness for God! 

Vs. 30-31 Jacob’s concern is not for his God, even for his raped daughter but how the incident makes him look in the community that God had not called him to. Talk about being self-absorbed! Jacob will not deal with this until his death bed when he prays over Simeon & Levi saying, “Simeon and Levi are brothers; Instruments of cruelty are in their dwelling place. Let not my soul enter their council; Let not my honor be united to their assembly; For in their anger they slew a man, And in their self-will they hamstrung an ox. Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce; And their wrath, for it is cruel! I will divide them in Jacob And scatter them in Israel.” It is interesting how this prophecy was fulfilled so differently between the two tribes:

a. Simeon continued to be unfaithful towards the Lord & was absorbed into the tribe of Judah.

b. Levi was scattered but not because he was unfaithful but rather because of faithfulness, at the golden calf incident they alone stood for the Lord. Yes they were scattered amongst all the tribes but to be a blessing to the whole nation.

Here’s the point perhaps you have blown it, you’ve compromised your faith with the Lord what becomes of you is up to you. Remain unfaithful towards Him & your life will be scattered & will amount to nothing. But repent & remain faithful turning away from the idols of this world & your life will be a blessing upon every place you are at!        
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I. Intro.

Thirty years have elapsed between when Jacob had first vowed to God to return to Bethel in chapter 28:20; ten of those years had happened since his leaving Laban on his way to the promised land as he made his home in the Shechem. None of this would mean much to us if we did not look at a map, you see Bethel is only 30 miles from Shechem. Jacob & his family spent 10 years 30 miles from where God had called him to be all along. By all practical purposes they were only a days walk from obedience & surrender. 


Here’s my point folks, we often gage our submission & obedience to the Lord on how close we are to where he wants us to be. “Hey, I’m not where God wants me to be but I’m only a days walk away!” The truer measure of our heart is not how close we are but rather how long it takes us to get there! Ten years to move 30 miles & it took the negative influence that the world had upon his family in chapter 34 to get him leave. During those 10 years he had built an altar to the Lord naming it “God, the God of Israel” & from all outward appearances one would think of Jacob as having a walk with the Lord. But no amount of naming what we do & where we are moves us any closer to where God want’s us to be. You can name where your any spiritual name you want but God is not impressed with what we name the areas of our lives; His desire is that we live our lives submitted to Him. I can’t help but wonder how many years I’ve lived only a short distance from what God has for me content to call where I’m at Christian? Here is the sad truth; it is only living at the House of the Lord that we find true blessing & joy. Jacob settled in Shechem “safety” in the world when he could have experienced blessings & joy at the “House of the Lord” (Bethel).  

II. Vs. 1-4 Five steps in submission

Vs. 1 There are two things that stand out in this verse that need to be answered:

a. The first causes me to ask a question, “Great God, why did you wait ten years & allow Jacob to go through trials before you tell him to travel a days journey to where you want him?” I mean it seems based upon this verse that God didn’t tell him he needed to leave. Now I can’t be sure but if my own life is any indicator then it was not that God wasn’t telling him to leave rather it was that Jacob hadn’t been open to listening! Ten years prior Jacob had wrestled with the Lord & was a broken man but he appears to have no since of urgency to move further in obedience. It isn’t until the trials of living in a place where God had not called him make him obnoxious to the world in which he has chosen to live (34:30) that he is open to hear from the Lord. Simply put it took 10 years for the events of living in the world apart from where God had called him to cause him to want to be separate from it. Then & only then did the “only cure for his worldliness become to separate from it!” Is that not true to our own experience, that it often takes some tragic event in our lives to drive us to where God in His love & grace has called us to dwell to begin with? How much needless heartache & sorrow Jacob might have avoided if he left Laban & went right to Bethel as God had commanded? The easy way is always to submit to God in the areas of our lives & not wait for the tragic consequences of disobedience to drive us there.

b. Second, notice that God instructs Jacob to make an altar at Bethel. Why did God tell him to make another altar at Bethel when he had made one at Shechem? Listen carefully, “The altar made to the Lord in his name while we are in disobedience will only serve as a justification to remain where He has not called us.” Our religious practices made without a submitted heart are of no use to the Lord in fact they are an offence to Him. This truth is bore out time & again in scripture as we read in Isaiah 1:11-17 “To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me?" Says the LORD. I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams And the fat of fed cattle. I do not delight in the blood of bulls, Or of lambs or goats. When you come to appear before Me, Who has required this from your hand, To trample My courts? Bring no more futile sacrifices; Incense is an abomination to Me. The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and the calling of assemblies; I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting. Your New Moons and your appointed feasts My soul hates; They are a trouble to Me, I am weary of bearing them. When you spread out your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; Even though you make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes. Cease to do evil, Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke the oppressor; Defend the fatherless, Plead for the widow.”       

Vs. 2 In the next two verses Jacob instructs his family to do five things in order to submit their relationship back to the Lord:

1. SEPARATION “Put away the foreign gods that are among you”: Put away that which is wrong! There will never be any renewal or growth in our lives apart from separating from the things that are keeping us from the Lord. The question we often have in looking at Jacob’s life & then at ours is, “Where had these idols come from?” How can we who acknowledge God have anything other then him as an object of our worship? Perhaps in finding where they came from in Jacob’s life we will discover where they have come from in our lives. 

a. First, back in chapter 31:19 we are told that Rachel had taken her fathers idols & hadn’t told Jacob of this. These Idols were mostly used as “good luck charms” & for good reason as they represented ownership of property & possessions. When Jacob did find out about these idols he apparently did nothing about them. These house hold idols had slipped into his life through his wives. They had been apart of their upbringing & had came into the family’s life through marriage. Here’s my point a lot of where we get our idols comes from our upbringing in the world. We learn from our fathers that the way we show love to our family is by providing for them. That is not evil but it is not the way that we are to show our love towards our family. Instead we are to treat them as Jesus treats us teaching & being the pastors of our homes. The other way produces men who demonstrate that their jobs & careers are their gods. 

b. Second, they had lived in “Safety” (Shechem) for ten years & they no doubt worshipped those same idols. Here’s my point when we live to close to the world we often take on what they worship instead of Who we ought to worship. The world worships entertainment & sports. Often we men can get caught up into the worship of these things as well can’t we? 

c. Finally, after Simeon & Levi slaughter all the men of Shechem they plunder the city & take captive the women & children to be their slaves. In so doing they invited the Canaanite culture to join them. So? Well this suggests that we think that we can control the world’s influence in our lives while having them to join us. 

Thus the world’s idols come into our lives because it has:

· Always been apart of it 

· We’ve lived so close to it for so long that we begin to worship what it worships 

· We join with it thinking that we are it’s masters only to become mastered by it       

2. PURIFICATION “Purify yourselves”: There will be no renewal unless we are willing to submit to the Lord to become holy & pure before Him. Sin must again become sin & we need to hate it in our own lives as much as we do in others! Jacob’s words to his family were a call to rid they hearts & lives from the influence of any thing that they worshipped that was not the Lord. It is interesting to me to note that simply getting rid of the object that they worshipped was not enough, thus the call to purify themselves! Getting rid of the object is great but what about the heart that desired to begin with? Jacob was intent upon having his family hating sin again.     

3. PREPARATION “And change your garments”: Here we see Jacob dealing with yet another aspect of submission to the Lord & having his relationship restored & this deals with a change of habits which is both positive as well as negative. In other words they need to stop doing some things, “change garments” & start doing the right things “put on new clothes”. Garments through out the Bible always represent a person’s character & a person’s character is made up of what they do & don’t do! It is interesting that in the Catholic Church a nun’s clothes are called “Habits”. Paul wrote to the Roman’s in 13:14 that we need to “clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.” Apart from “clothing ourselves with the Lord Jesus” Isa. 64:6 says that our righteousness is like filthy rags. The truth is that all we can do with garments that are stained through is take them off. The second part of this involves putting on something that more represents we now are in Christ clothing that has been as Rev. 7:14 tells us that “have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” Are we prepared to meet the Lord are we warring His robes of righteousness or our old filthy rags?    

4. CONSECRATION “Then let us arise and go up to Bethel”: Her we see as they had “separated themselves”, “purified their hearts” & “prepared their lives” to meet the Lord were finally ready to consecrate themselves back to the Lord. The word “consecrate” literally means to dedicate. So all the other things they had done had brought them back to a place of rededicating their lives to the Lord. Here is the picture the goal was not to get something from the Lord in doing this rather the prize; the goal, was just being nearer to Him! They were in the low lands & Bethel, though only 30 miles away, was 1,000 feet above where they were! Is that not a great picture of what rededication is? With out hesitation we arise from the muck & mire in ours lives & climbs the mountain of the Lord just to be with Him afresh. What’s cool is that all of this takes place before God ever tells them the blessings of dedication in verses 10-11.     

5. ADORATION “And I will make an altar there to God”: Not only is it important to have worship reestablished in our hearts & lives but the basis of it is very important as well. Look here as Jacob gives the reason for such worship as because God had, “answered me in the day of my distress and has been with me in the way, which I have gone.” In other words his adoration towards the Lord had everything to do with the Lord’s faithfulness & nothing to do with his. William Temple wrote that, “Worship is to quicken the conscience by the Holiness of God, to feed the mind with the truth of God, to purge the imagination by the beauty of God, to open the heart to the love of God & to devote the will to the purpose of God!" Notice that Jacob made an altar in Shechem & named after the God of Israel here he names it after the Character of God, “The Strong One”! 

Vs. 4 Here we see that their action reveals that their submission was not just talk. Hey, Folks lets determine in hearts to submit to God & walk up the hill to the House of God, if we do so we need not come down from there.    
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I. Intro.

The focus of the first four verses of chapter 35 is upon personal renewal in the life of Jacob. There are five parts to having our relationship with Him restored:

a. Separation: Putting away attitudes & activities in our lives that are apart from God & His word.

b. Purification: A desire to be pure which means that we will again hate sin in our lives as much as we hate it in others. 

c. Preparation: There will be a change in our habits in which we will put off old ones & put on new ones.

d. Consecration: We will rededicate our lives to God & we will have a renewed desire to draw near to God, He will again become the focus of our lives.

e. Adoration: When restoration is complete we will have a new since of worship as He will be greater then ever before & we will want to just spend time with Him.

Knowing these five truths to having a restored or renewed relationship with God will not make you have one, you still have to get up & go! Further more even upon getting up & going, applying these truths doesn’t mean that everything will start going smoothly in your life. Even a life that is lived in total surrender to the Lord doesn’t mean that you won’t ever be sick, suffer or sorrow. So why bother seeking to have a greater walk with the Lord if it doesn’t make life easier? Well a life lived in surrender to the Lord was never about ease & comfort in this life, it is all about becoming more like Jesus!  

II. Vs. 5-15 A journey down memory lane

Vs. 5 The land in which Jacob & his family must return through to get to Bethel is where the families of the men that Levi & Simeon had killed. The point is that we often have to walk through areas of our lives where sin has destroyed. Because of this we allow the guilt & fear of our past keep us where we are instead of moving to where God wants us to be. God would have been just in giving Jacob & his family their own medicine for their disobedience but instead He put the fear of Himself in those cites that Jacob needed to pass through. Notice that it was not the fear of Jacob but rather the fear of the Lord that struck the hearts of those cities. In spite of their rebellion God fulfills the promise he made with Jacob 30 years earlier in 28:15 saying; “I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.” Was it dangerous for Jacob to travel the 30 miles through their sin & failure? You bet, but it was far more safe then staying in the land of disobedience! The safest place to live & dwell is always obey God’s word. 

Vs. 6-7 These verses answer what most Christians want to know concerning God’s will for their lives. “How do I get where God wants me to be, I’ve been praying & seeking His direction but nothing happens.” You only get to Bethel (The house of God) by obeying His word in your life. There is no short cut, no elevator only simple obedience. Jacob had said that he would give his heart to the Lord & now by building this altar we see that he begins to do so. Hey, wait a minute not didn’t he build an altar in Shechem (safety) in the world? Yes, but here we see that Jacob realizes that the place where God blesses is not what he names where he is at but rather only the place of a heart that obeys. 


Notice what he calls the altar that he builds here, “God, of the house of God”! So? Well there has been growth as Jacob is more interested in the God then the place! It sees that the God who met him where he was at 30 years earlier is the same God who meets him where he is at now! What has changed is not the Lord but Jacob’s understanding of the Lord! 

Vs. 8 We don’t know much about Deborah other than that she came with Rebekah when she left to marry Isaac. With all those faithful years of service she must have been more then just a servant & was seen as part of the family. The place where they bury they name the “Oak of weeping”. She must of pretty old as Jacob is 110 & she came with his mother from Haran so that puts her at 170. This is the first of three losses that Jacob will face when he is where God wants him to be. So true that the “C” on Christianity stands for “crisis”. 

Vs. 9 In the 31st chapter God appeared to Jacob & told him to return to the land of promise & now here again God appears as if he was still on that journey home. How cool is that? Those ten years living in “safety” with the world did not happen as far as God was concerned. When you & I refuse to obey the Lord in areas of our life we just don’t go anywhere & so when we return we start right where we strayed off. When we awake to the reality that we are not growing we need not look any further then to the areas where we refused to obey. That can take a few day or a lifetime it’s up to us! 

Vs. 10-12 The blessing that is pronounced upon him by the Lord is not new, as they are the same words that the Lord spoke to his Grandfather Abraham & the same that was spoken to him 30 years earlier. So why does God share with him that which he has shared with him earlier? Well God reminds Jacob of how He saw him & not how Jacob saw himself. “Your name is Jacob; your name shall not be called Jacob anymore, but Israel shall be your name." So He called his name Israel.” Yes, he had acted more like a “heal catcher ” then a man “ruled by God”. But God reveals to Jacob a powerful truth namely we often live as we think of ourselves instead of living based upon how God sees us. Jacob had a glorious encounter with the Lord but it faded & with it the reality of whom he was in God’s eyes & his behavior reflected what he saw. He moves & dwells in places hoping to recapture the experience he once felt with the Lord only to find himself moving further away. But when in responds in obedience to following the Lord the Lord reminds him of who he is. What’s the point? Jacob didn’t need something new; no all he needed was to be reminded a fresh of what was already true & encouraged to cling to the Lord again. Jesus said something remarkably similar to the Church at Ephesus; “You have left your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works”. What were the first works? Love & Trust! 


God tells Jacob that He is the God almighty “El-Shaddai” the infinite supplier of all Jacob needs & will ever need, from whom all grace flows! He is the same God that spoke the same things to his father & Grandfather & all that He had promised them He promises Jacob. “But I’ve failed to live up to what my name means (Ruled by God)”! Oh how true this is for you & I we are in the “beloved” seated in heavenly place in Christ Jesus & it is our failure to realize this that often leads to our wondering. 

Vs. 13-15 God goes up from Jacobs presence at Bethel as Jacob watches. Jacob then makes a pillar pours out a drink offering & then an offering of oil as acts of worship to the God who knows his name. Wine is a symbol of joy & oil of refreshment thus Jacob has fullness of joy & refreshed which is always what lies behind true worship. All to often instead of this we act as if God has robbed us of what we wanted instead grateful of what He has so richly blessed us with. 

III. Vs. 16-29 So this is living
Vs. 16-20 We are not told how long Jacob stayed at Bethel but we are told that they left & that some where between Bethel & Bethlehem Rachel goes into labor. This is her second child & her prayer was to give her a child or she would die & so she fulfills her own prophecy. Further more Jacob told Laban that the one that stole the idols would not live & she doesn’t. 


Rachael names the child “Son of my sorrow” & Jacob renames him “Son of my right hand”. Her death parallels her life, she was robbed of the sole love of her husband, in competition with her sister she dies at getting what she wanted but at the price of her own life. How tragic life is when it is lived by the world’s standards, always seeking after what the world values at a price we can’t afford! Jacob loved her to the end but perhaps now he realized he did her no favors when he loved her above the Lord! 

Vs. 21-22a Here is another painful event in Jacob’s life as the death of Rachael opens the door for Leah’s first son Ruben to sleep with Bilhah Rachael’s handmaid. It seems as though this was not about a romantic interest but rather a power struggle to claim what was already his the rights of the first born seeing that Dad had just named Rachel’s last son “son of my right hand”. Three of Leah’s six boys have disqualified themselves as being the child of promise so now the lot will fall upon Judah. 

Vs. 22b-26 The list of the 12 sons is no all-star team to say the least as they fit what we would call dysfunctional thus the choice of this family is that of grace & not merit. As Stephen rightly said before the Sanhedrin “Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute?” 

Vs. 27-29 The last tragic event in this chapter to happen to Jacob is the death of his father. Thirty years had passed since when Isaac thought he was going to die & Jacob deceived him for the birthright that already was his. It would have been interesting to see this meeting between the son whom the father ignored & father whom the son disappointed. Was their sorrow for the past & repentance together before the Lord? We will have to wait to find out but I pray that you & I make sure that we do so before the Lord returns for us! 


After viewing this chapter one might ask what good does it do to get right with God? “Three deaths a powers struggle with your oldest son!” Why I thought if we were obedient to God & followed Him in total surrender comfort & ease would follow us? Hey, Christian peace with God does not mean ease with God. If you think that obedience will lead to ease you might try looking at a furniture store for a lazy-boy? The point of obedience & surrender is not ease & smooth sailing it is to be more like Jesus & what our Lord lay on was not as Lazy-Boy but rather a cross! 
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I. Intro.

Genesis records history & history is His-story. Not just of godly men & their successes but of ordinary sinful men. One thing is certain, God & men evaluate the their deeds very differently. I suppose if you were to look through Esau’s High school yearbook “The Promise Land Pillars” you would find his picture every where. He would be the captain of his sports team, the most popular kid on campus, voted most likely to succeed. But what happened to Esau? Well that depends upon whose perspective your are looking from:

· From the perspective of his ancestors, the Edomites, he became very worldly successful.

· From the perspective of Israel (his brother) Esau had everything except the one thing that mattered the most a relationship with God.

· From the perspective of the Lord Esau got what he wanted the blessings of inheritance with out spiritual responsibility.

To me there is a profound sadness as I look at the picture of Esau. The truth is that he is the guy I most wanted to be like in school the man who had everything going for him. 

· Esau is a man who is empty even while his glass is full. 

· He is living life without ever knowing what it is all about. 

· He has a never-ending source of things to fill his life up with but they never satisfy. 

· He spends his life thinking he has everything & never finds out that everything he had never mattered. 

The famous criminal lawyer Clarance Darrow, who defended evolutionary teaching in the public schools, had a friend who was a young pastor. They were speaking one day on Mr. Darrow’s career & some of his famous trials. When he concluded he asked the pastor if he knew what his favorite bible verse was, the pastor replied that he did not know. “Well it’s Luke 5:5 “…we toiled all night and caught nothing..” The young pastor was puzzled & asked why that was his favorite verse to which Mr. Darrow said, “It spite of all of my success this verse seems to sum up the way I feel about my life.” This is the lesson that Esau & his descendents teach us, “No matter how much money you make, how much stuff you obtain if you leave God out of your life in the end your life will amount to noting.” Henry Ford who was famous for his little sayings said, “Failure is the opportunity to begin again more intelligently.” Perhaps we can look at Esau & learn from him & begin again more intelligently!   

II. Vs. 1-8 From the land of promise to the land of compromise

Vs. 1-8 The first eight verses of this chapter deal with Esau’s history while he was still in Canaan close to his parents. In verses 9-14 we are told of his history while in Mount Seir after Jacob came back into the land promised to him by the Lord. From verse 15-30 we are given a genealogy from that time to the end of Jacob’s life. Finally in verses 31-43 Moses writes an epilogue from where Jacob had left off to the present as they were passing through the area of the Edomites on the way to the land of promise. 


Again remember that it is Jacob that writes this section about his brother just prior to giving the history of his family & their moving to the land of Egypt. Reading this chapter in the midst of the life of the people of faith serves us in much the same way that a car that has been pulled over by a police officer does. It reminds us to slow down & obey the law or this too will happen to us! 

Right in the first verse we are told that Esau is Edom as well as the fact that the two Canaanite women that Esau married were a Hittite & a Hivite both of which were extremely wicked peoples & enemies of Israel. We know that Esau married them both when he was around 40 & 18 years latter married Basemath the daughter of Ishmael. Esau married these ladies without any consideration of what the Lord wanted nor what his family wanted. As such we can see a lot about this early family of Esau in the names. In comparing the names of his wives in chapter 26:34 & 28:9 seem to be in conflict with the names here several possibilities exist to why:

a. It was not uncommon for names to change later in life (Abram to Abraham, Jacob to Israel).

b. It is possible that Esau had more then just three wives.

c. It could also be that the names in one section are their names in Hebrew & the other is their name in their native tongues (Daniel is called Belteshazzar in the Chaldean language). 

Here then is what their names mean:

Aw-daw’ = ornament O’-hol-e-ban-maw’ = tent of height Bos-math’ = fragrance

El=ee-faz’ = god of gold Yeh-oosh’ = hasty Yah-lawm = occult Reh-oo-ale’ = friend of gods Ko’-rakh = ice.           

Vs. 6-8 bring us to the place where Esau separated from his brother leaving behind the land of promise. In 28:4 God had promised Jacob the land & only now does he receive it. Now think ahead to the present day & the entire dispute over the land that Israel now occupies. The Edomites have been fighting with Israel over the land that their forefather gave up all rights too choosing instead to live South of the Dead Sea. Go back to chapter 27:38 & remember the concern of Jacob as his father had given the rights of the first born to Jacob & not him, “Have you only one blessing, my father? Bless me; me also, O my father!” He was blessed but he was blessed in the only way that he cared to “materially”. Oh dear Christian be careful of what you ask for as you may receive it! 


In Deut 2:1-7, 23:7 & Num. 20:14 God commands Israel not to attack nor take any of the Edomites land. Those words pinned by Moses were written just prior to entering the land of promise as they were in the land of Esau’s descendents. They were to wipe out the Canaanites in the land but not touch the Edomites. We are told in Numbers 20 & 21 that as they went through this area that the Edomites refused to let them pass through their land, which caused the Israel great grief. But still God spoke to them too “not abhor an Edomite, for he is your brother.” (Deut. 23:7). Here is the point, you can’t change how someone treats you can only change how you react to them! Israel was to treat the Edomites as their brothers in spite of how they treat Israel! There is no doubt that Moses read this section (perhaps often ) to the nation as their cousins mistreated them. 


Amazing how God holds us to a higher standard isn’t it? You could look at the Edomites & they had everything, they looked as if they had everything going for them. They had been in their own land & country hundreds of years while Israel was in bondage to Egypt. They outwardly looked as if they were God’s chosen nation & not Israel & when Israel only asks to go through their land they are refused & God says don’t miss treat those cousins of yours. “Hey, Lord what about us aren’t we suppose to be the apple of your eye?” The difference is in the truth that he is interested in the eternal qualities of a heavenly nature & not the temporal blessings of a life of ease. What’s more valuable a candy bar or a bar of gold?       

III. Vs. 9-19 Mighty men of a weaker character

Vs. 1-14 Jacob now moves to Esau’s growth while living in Mount Seir South East of the Dead Sea & in verse 11-14 we are told the important names. Briefly I will go through this:

Reh-oo-ale’ = friend of gods who was Esau’s son through Ishmael’s daughter Basemath (Mahalth) had four sons:

1. Nakh’-ath (quite)

2. Zeh’-rakh

3. Sham-man’

4. Miz-zan’ (terror)

Aholibamah (Judith) O’-hol-e-ban-maw’ (tent of height) Esau’s wife who was a Hivite had three sons Yeh-oosh’ = hasty, Yah-lawm = occult & Ko’-rakh = ice. Their children are not given.

El-ee-faz’ = god of gold, Esau’s son through Adah the Hittite has six sons five through his wife & one through a concubine named Tim-naw * (restraint) they are:

1. Tay-mawn

2. O-mawr (talkative)

3. Tsef-o (observant)

4. Gah-tawm’

5. Ken-az’ (hunter)

6. * Am-an-lake’

Vs. 15-19 Here we see those names that rose to the rank as chief amongst their people as they ruled over many families. What is interesting in this genealogy is Esau’s wives names are used to reference to the leader which shows the Edomites linked their ancestry through maternal descent & not paternal. It is interesting to me to note the differences between the descendants of Jacob & the descendants of Esau; Esau’s descendants seemed to like the title’s where you don’t see that with Jacob’s ancestors. This is further picked up by the prophet Obadiah who says in 1: 1,3-4 “Thus says the Lord GOD concerning Edom …Behold, I will make you small among the nations; You shall be greatly despised. The pride of your heart has deceived you, You who dwell in the clefts of the rock, Whose habitation is high; You who say in your heart, 'Who will bring me down to the ground?' Though you ascend as high as the eagle, And though you set your nest among the stars, From there I will bring you down," says the LORD.” The pride of their heart was a declaration of their independence from God, as they declared that they did not need God, & could live without Him. This is why the prophet declared Mal 1:3 & Paul quoted it again in Roman’s 9:13 “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.” The word hated actually means “loves less” Esau stands as a man & typology of those that whose pride & self-sufficiency keep them from God. Well did James say, “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.”    

IV. Vs. 20-43 Cave dwellers to Kings

Vs. 20-30 It is not apparent at first glance why this group of ancestors are included into the lineage of Esau until you come down to verse 22 & find out that one of the sons of Seir was Lotan whose sister was Timna who was the concubine of Eliphaz & the mother of Amalek. When Esau & his clan moved to Mount Seir they moved back into Horite  “cave dweller” lands that had been settled by Seir. He had seven sons who gave him 19 grandsons:

1. Lo-tawn (covering) who had two sons: Kho-ree & Hay-mawn’

2. Sho-bawl’ (overflowing) who had five sons: Al-vawn (lofty), Maw-nakh (rest), Ay-bawl (bald), Shef-O’ (baldness), O-nawm’ (strong).

3. Tsib-owe’ (variegated) who had two sons: Ah-yaw, & An-aw’ (answer).

4. An-aw (answer) who had two children a son named Dee-shone & a daughter named O’-hol-e-baw-naw (tall tent) who was Esau’s wife. 

5. Dee-shone had four sons: Nhem-dawn (pleasant) Esh-bawn’ (vigorous), Yith-rawn’ (excellent) & Cheran.

6. Ay’-tser (treasure) had three sons: Bil-hawn (timid), Zah-au-awn (disquiet), Aw-kawn’ (tortuous).

7. Dee-shawn has two sons: Uwts (consultation) & Ar-awn (shrill). 

Of note here is Uwts as it is believed that Job came from the land that bares his name. 

Vs. 31-39 This appears to be where Moses inserted the rest of the names at the time of the Exodus knowing the Israelites would encounter their cousins in the wilderness & need to treat them in accordance to God’s word. Of even more curiosity are the words of Moses that says, “before any king reigned over the children of Israel”. Moses prophesies that one-day Israel would want a king over them even though at that time they did not. 

Vs. 40-43 the purpose of listing these folks yet again is to link them to areas of land that their ancestors occupied so that Israel would behave properly towards them when they encountered them.  
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I. Intro.
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IV. Vs. 30-36 An empty pit & a broken heart

I. Intro.

We now come to the last section of this book, which will take 14 chapters & take us to how Israel ends up in Egypt. The second verse of this chapter gives a change of writers from Jacob to that of His first son through Rachel, Joseph. Through out his 110 years of life he remains consistent in character in spite of his circumstances. Success didn’t weaken his character nor did adversity harden his heart. Proverbs 30:8-9 could have been his prayer, “Remove falsehood and lies far from me; Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food allotted to me; Lest I be full and deny You, And say, "Who is the LORD?" Or lest I be poor and steal, And profane the name of my God.” Joseph’s life is a balanced life of a man that triumphed in his faith no matter what he faced. How was he able to do so? Well thank God he tells us in the final chapter of this book as we hear his words, “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.” Do you get it? Joseph saw all that happened towards him from the perspective of what he knew to be true about God. In other words Joseph used God’s character to interpret his situation rather then the situation to interpret God’s character! In the 3rd century a man wrote a letter to a friend named Donatus, listen carefully to what he wrote & you will discover the secret to life: “It is a bad world, Donatus, an incredibly bad world. But I have discovered in the midst of it a quite & good people who have learned the great secret of life. They have found joy & wisdom, which is a 1000 times better than any of the pleasures of a sinful life. They are despised & persecuted, but they care not. They are masters of their souls. They have overcome the world. These people Donatus. Are Christians…& I have become one of them.” Thomas Paine once said, “The harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we will esteem too lightly; it is dearness only that gives everything it’s value.”  

II. Vs. 1-11 The jealousy of Joseph

Vs. 1 In chapter 36 we saw that Esau settled in the mountains above the southern tip of the Dead Sea, here we see Jacob moving to where in his grandfather Abraham had lived in Hebron 19 miles south of Jerusalem. Jacob had spent most of his life living in a place where the Lord hadn’t called him but here we see that he finally is a t rest with the Lord. I often reflect on my time of rebellion as a believer grieving over the wasted time spent not dwelling in the peace & security of the Lord.

Vs. 2 In this verse we see Jacob sign off on his writing & his son Joseph will pick it up even though Jacob won’t die until the 49th chapter. Jacob we are told is 17 years old & is the acting shepherd over his brethren in the caring of Jacob’s flock. We are told the brothers that he was over were those closest to his age the son’s of Jacob’s concubines, Dan, Naphtali, Gad & Asher. The words “brought back” in the Hebrew suggest that he shared with his father not what he had observed but rather others testimony of them, which agreed with his observations. 


Some see Joseph’s actions in bringing a bad report as him being a “goody two shoes” tattle tail. Several things need to be recognized that shed a different light on this:

a. Based upon verses 13-14 It appears as though Jacob had suspicions or even reports of the types of character his sons were. In other words it was Jacob that sent Joseph to keep an eye on his brothers & he was doing what he was told.

b. Further more based upon verses 18-20 Jacob’s suspicions were very too generous these sons wee far more evil then he realized. 

c. Several things probably made Joseph’s character more godly then that of his brothers. First most of Joseph’s 17 years had been lived while His father had chosen to walk with God in obedience. While his older brother had lived & observed dad’s life while he had not walked with the Lord. 

Vs. 3-4 Jacob’s love for Joseph was the result of living with him those years after his own personal change. Jacob’s favor of Joseph was evident to his brothers in giving him a tunic or a long coat made up of many pieces. The coat was not as functional for manual labor it signified that Joseph was a supervisor & not a worker. Ruben had disqualified himself to being the heir because he slept with his father’s concubine. Simeon & Levi had been removed because of their inability to control their anger. Leah would have three more sons on her own before Joseph would be born to Rachel but still Jacob favored Joseph over Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun, as well as the four boys (Dan, Naphtali, Gad & Asher) born to the two sisters maids. To the remaining eight boys Jacob’s choice of putting 11th in charge was revealing their father choice as too who would head up the family after he was gone. So the coat symbolized every thing they hated about Joseph, it became so bad that they could not say a civil word to him. 

Vs. 5-11 Here we are told of Joseph having two dreams that he shares that further infuriate his brothers against him. Was Joseph being arrogant? While the dreams a very favorable to Joseph they are non-the less from God as they come true. I don’t think that Joseph is being prideful but I do think he was a bit naïve & should probably kept the dreams to himself even though in both cases others gave the interpretations of the dreams. The wheat shows what Joseph’s ultimate position will be in Egypt & the 2nd dream is mentioned again in Rev. 12:1 7 speaks of Jesus’ coming for the nation of Israel.  

III. Vs. 12-29 The colored coat of conspiracy

Vs. 12-17 Jacob has good reasons to be concerned for his sons as they were tending the sheep in the area of Shechem where Simeon & Levi had slaughtered all the men of the city. Jacob is now 60 miles away in Hebron & they are grazing the flock in the land he purchased while they lived there. The word well in verse 14 is a word that means “peace” so Jacob wanted to see if there was peace or a war for his sons. It’s funny how our past can still cause us insecurity in the presence even though we don’t live there any more! Again Joseph leaves in obedience to his father & wonders the fields of Shechem looking for his brothers until he finds a fellow who asks who he is looking for. He is told that they have moved another 15 miles to Dothan, which is in the valley of Armageddon. Now if Joseph was there to rat on them he would not have traveled any further he would have come back & told his father that they were not where they were suppose to be. 

Vs. 18-29 Several things come out in this section:

a. Vs. 18-20 His coat made it easy to spot him & it is very plain that they wanted to kill him.

b. Vs. 21-22 Ruben puts an end to this because being the oldest he would have to face his father. His temporary suggestion is that they allow him to die rather then actually shedding his blood. The purpose of this was so he could save him latter & bring him back to their father. Ruben could have risen up & said, “This is wrong!” but he didn’t want to get out of favor with his brothers. When you are concerned with how others you see as you are in doing what is right you will accomplish neither.  

c. Vs. 23-25 Upon having Joseph they do three things all of which reveal their heart towards him:

1. They strip him of his authority over them by taking his coat off of him. They wanted no ones authority over them least of all their little brothers. 

2. They put him out of sight in an empty cistern. They just wanted him to have never existed. 

3. They sat down & ate. They should no remorse or guilt for 22 years. A physicist can tell you how many seconds it takes for the cries a their brother to travel 25 feet & reach their ears. Yet in chapter 42:21 we are told that it took 22 years for those cries to reach their hearts as “they said to one another, We are truly guilty concerning our brother, for we saw the anguish of his soul when he pleaded with us, and we would not hear; therefore this distress has come upon us.” We know now the greatest distance in all of God’s creation is from the head to the heart! Can you imagine as they sat down to bless the food & having to yell to drown out the pleading of Joseph? The prophet Amos used this incident to speak of the hearts of the nation as he said you, “drink wine from bowls, And anoint yourselves with the best ointments, But are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.”    

d. Vs. 26-28 They sale Joseph for what Moses would latter say was the price for a slave $2,500 at the suggestion of Judah. “Don’t kill him make a buck!” Judah was not against killing Joseph he was against not making some money while getting rid of him. It is Judah by the way that Jesus will come from. So they sell him to Abraham’s other sons Ishmael & Midian through Keturah. 

e. Vs. 29 Apparently Ruben was not part of the plan but again goes along with it afterwards. 

IV. Vs. 30-36 An empty pit & a broken heart

Vs. 30-31 The killing of the goat & the putting of the blood on the coat reminds us of several things:

a. It reminds us of what Jacob had done to deceive his father & now the same thing is being pulled on him.

b. It also reminds us of the Passover as the lamb was to slain & its blood to be sprinkled upon the door posts as the angel of death would Passover the house. This is a great picture of Jesus as his coat & authority was ripped off of him because of jealousy of the father’s love for Him. He too was placed into the pit of our depravity & sold in too our slavery of sin only to rise & save those whom placed upon the instrument of His destruction. 

Vs. 32-36 All the hypocrisy & lies reveals that they not only hated Joseph they didn’t much care for dad as well. The cruelty of the human heart & the fact that they didn’t care when he was in the pity as they ate. They didn’t care as they played with the coins in their pocket while their father wept thinking he had lost a son. That is the world folk’s that is a picture of what life is apart from God. Yet through out all of this they will be unable to strip Joseph of his character & relationship with the Lord.      

